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Lib Dems in shock as Ashdown 
calls time on 11-year leadership 
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by Andrew Grice 

AND COLIN BROWN 

PADDY ASHDOWN shocked his 
MPs last night by announcing 
he is to stand down as Liberal 
Democrat leader this summer 
after ll years in the job. 

Mr Ashdown. 57, insisted his 
decision had been taken so that 
• X he could spend more time with 
> 1 his wife! Jane, and their family 
He said it had nothing to do with 
a rebellion inside his party 
against his strategy of forging 
closer relations with Labour. 

Mr Ashdown said he would 
give up with “great sa dness” 
but also with ‘'some sense of 
achievement", as allies claimed 
he was the most successful 
Liberal leader since Lloyd 
George after doubling the 
party 's number of MPs to 46 at 
the 1997 general election. 

Mr Ashdown decided before 
the last election that it would be 
his last as Liberal Democrat 
.S leaden and he said he had told 
^ Tbny Blair shortly afterwards. 
He had originally planned to an- 
nounce his decision last yean 
but decided to see through his 
“unfinished business", such as 
extending the remit of a cabi- 
net committee on which senior 
liberal Democrats sit along- 
side Labour ministers. 

The sudden departure puts 
a quesfianmarfc over the dose 
working relationship Mr Ash- 
down struck with the Prune 
Minister. Mr Blair's aides 
stressed last night that he 
would not be deflected from his 
goal of forging a new, progres- 
sive centre-left alliance. 

But Mr Ashdown's policy °f 
“constructive opposition" with 
Labour is bound to be the cru- 
cial issue in the June leadership 
. contest to choose his successor 
vj? Many of the party’s 100,000 
members, who will elect the 
new leader in a postal ballot, are 
hostile to his strategy. 

At least five candidates are 
expected to enter the race. 
They are Charles Kennedy, the 
parly’s former president who is 
nowits agriculture spokesman; 
Simon Hughes, the health 
spokesman; Menzies Camp- 
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Paddy Ashdown’s surprise resignation has increased predictions of new jobs for him including an EU role or one monitoring the world’s trouble spots David Rose 


bell who holds the foreign 
affairs and defence brief; Don 
Poster, the education spokes- 
man; and Nick Harvey, the 
campaigns chief 
Mr Ashdown’s decision to 
stand down after the European 
Parliament elections may also 
put pressure on Mr Blaic Many 
Labour MPs oppose closer Lab- 
Lab links, and cabinet heavy- 
weights including John Prescott, 
the Deputy PrimeADnisto; and 
Jack Straw; the Home Secretary 
win hope the change of leader- 
ship -win put a brake on Mr 


Blair’s strategy. The Liberal 
Democrat leader dismissed 
speculation that he was stand- 
ing down to take up a govern- 
ment post. Downing Street 
sources denied that Mr Blair 
would nominate Mr Ashdown to 
serve on the European Com- 
mission, saying the job would go 
to a Conservative. 

Mr Ashdown made his an- 
nouncement at the weekly meet- 
ing of his MPs at Westminster 
last night Later he disclosed he 
would not have taken a cabinet 
post in a Lib-Lab coalition gov- 


ernment “I would not have 
taken a place in the Cabinet I 
would have wanted to do that 
from the outside," he said. 

He told Mr Blair at their first 
meeting shortly after the elec- 
tion to discuss their strategy 
that he intended to step down 
from the leadership in mid- 
term. Mr Ashdown told the 
Prime Minister last week that 
he would be announcing his de- 
parture after their dash at 
Question Time yesterday. 

Both Mr Blair and Mr Ash- 
down agreed that lhar “project” 


had been secured. The Liberal 
Democrat leader stayed on 
until the European elections 
legislation was on the statute 
book, but he delayed his de- 
parture after the resignation of 
Peter Mandelson, the Cabinet’s 
strongest supporter of dose 
Lib-Lab links, fuelled specula- 
tion of a cooling of relations. 

Mr Ashdown also wanted to 
ensure that the latest extension 
of co-operation with the Gov- 
ernment went through last 
week, before finally deciding the 
date of his announcement “I 


didn't want anyone to think 
that the project which Blair and 
I were engaged in was going to 
be disturbed by those events," 
he said. 

“I inherited the party in a 
complete mess. I wanted to 
hand the party’ over stronger 
with a dear strategy in a strong 
position engaged in govern- 
ment and doing something im- 
portant That is what I have 
been able to do," be said. 

Lord Holme said the MPs at 
the meeting were “stunned, sad- 
dened and surprised". But a 


handful of senior liberal De- 
mocrats had been told atan ear- 
lier private meeting about Mr 
Ashdown's plans. Others had 
suspected for some tfrnehe was 
planning to go, and were already 
privately forming rival camps. 

The most relieved person at 
Westminster last night was 
Jane, Mr Ashdown’s wife. “We 
never see each other Weekends 
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belong to the party as well as 
the week." 

In a letter to MPs, which Mr 
Ashdown read to them, he said: 
“Though 1 love being an MB 1 
don’t want stiO to be one at 65. 
And that means not standing at 
the next election when X shall 
be 60." 

Paying a warm tribute to Mr 
Ashdown last night, Mr Blair 
said; “He is one of the out- 
standing party leaders of bis 
generation.” 

A spokesman for the Prime 
Minister said he viewed Mr 
Ashdown as “a politician of 
considerable distinction who 
m akes a major contribution to 
his party and country. " 

He said: “Of course the links 
between the Government and 
Liberal Democrats will contin- 
ue to develop both in Mr Ash- 
down's remaining time as 
leader and thereafter." 


ADVEHTTSEMBUT 


Nato forces mobilise against Serbs 


FACED WITH a brazen show of 
defiance by the Yugoslav Pres- 
ident, Slobodan Milosevic, Nato 
stepped up preparations yes- 
terday for a possible military 
confrontation with Serbia over 
-5 7 its treatment of Kosovo. 

Nato ambassadors ordered 
planners to proceed with what 
o fficials! insisted were “pre- 
cautionary’’ measures. They 
shortened the notice required 
for ordering air strikes from 96 
to48 horns, ordered naval units 
in the Mediterranean to the Ital- 
ian port of Brindisi, opposite VUr 
goslavia, and directed troops 
with the US 6th Fleet and the 
US aircraft carrier Enterprise 
to move from the Aegean to the 
Adriatic. 

Ibny Blair also made clear 
yesterday that Britain has not 
ruled out sending ground 
troops into Kosovo to force 
President Milosevic to desist 

“Xfe are reatfy to take what- 
ever action is necessary," Mr 
Blair told the Commons. Milo- 
sevic “risks a rapid military re- 


By Katherine butleh 
in Brussels 

spanse from Nato” ifhe does not 
comply with United Nations Se- 
curity Council resolutions de- 
manding an end to the latest 
onslaught and a reductkjn in the 
level of the Yugoslav army and 
special pohce forces based in 
Kosovo. “Wfe have to move with 
the rest of our allies, bat we re- 
main ready to act,” Ifr Blair said. 

The US Defense Secretary, 
William Cohen, said the credi- 
bility of Nato was now “on the 
line." He said that any alliance 
mflitaiy actios would be aimed 
at reducing Mr Milosevic’s abil- 
ity to threaten the region. 

Yesterday’s Nato decisions 
reflect the urgent need to con- 
vince Mr Milosevic that there 
is a credible threat offeree if he 
fails to comply with a list of de- 
mands, including fell co- oper- 
ation with the International 
Whr Crimes Tribunal 

But the international com- 
munity remains split on mOitaty 
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The US carrier Enterprise is moving hrio 

title Nato contingent preparing for action in Kosovo 


intervention and Nato is now 
fadnga dilemma only deepened 
by the empty-handed return 
from Belgrade of the affiance's 
two senior generals after seven 
hours of face-to-face talks with 
Mr Milosevic on Tuesday. 

Despite their ultimatum, he 
remained stubborn and inflex- 
ible and made dear he had no 

in tention rtf c o mpl y ing with UN 


demands on Kosovo. He de- 
fended the “anti- terrorist" op- 
eration that led to the killings 
of A5 ethnic Albanians villagers 
in Racak at the weekend. 
“Blunt and obdurate” was the 
assessment of Genera! Wesley 
Clark, the Supreme Allied 
Commander for Europe. 

With its credibility at stake 
Nato must now be seen to react 


to the Serb provocations of re- 
cent days, and the conclusion 
of its own generals that the Oc- 
tober agreement on troop with- 
drawals from Kosovo have 
been all but torn up by 
Belgrade. Politically, however; 
there is less agreement than 
ever on a military response. A 
flurry of diplomatic activity is 
expected over the coming 
hours and days in a last-ditch 
attempt to force Mr Milosevic 
into compliance. 

The political picture has 
been immensely complicated 
since October by the presence 
of over 700 potential Western 
hostages on the ground. These 
are the unarmed teams of ver- 
ifiers sent in by the OSCE to 
monitor Serb troop with- 
drawals after the October 
peace deal Air strikes are 
therefore not a realistic option 
unless the monitors can be 
evacuated safely first. 

Nato’s “extraction force" in 
neighbouring Macedonia is not 
yet equipped to do that and its 


commanders have admitted 
they would have to rely on SAS 
units to organise a high-risk 
rescue operation. 

Transatlantic divisions have 
also resurfaced The Ameri- 
cans are talking up the threat 
of air strikes, insisting that the 1 
Nato Activation Order agreed i 
in October; authorising the first 
phase of an air campaign, re- 
mains in place. But among Eu- 
ropean governments the view 
is that a new UN Security 
Council resolution may be 
needed to authorise force. 

■ Britain doubled its contri- 
bution to the Nato contingent 
preparing for possible action in 
Kosovo. The Secretary of State 
for Defence, George Robertson, 
announced Britain was sending 
another four RAF Harrier 
ground attack aircraft to join 
the four already there. The 
British frigate HMSfronDufce 
was preparing to head for the 
Adriatic from Gibraltar. 

Allies cautious as Nato 
force gathers, page 13 
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Remember? 

A FAMOUS international publisher reports that 
there is a simple technique for acquiring a pow- 
erful memory which can pay you real dividends 
in both business and 
social advancement. It 
works like magic to 
give you added poise, 
self-confidence and 
greater popularity. 

The details of this method 
are described in his fascinat- 
ing booklet, “Adventures in 
Memory", sent free on 
request 

According to this publish- 
er, many people do not 
realise how much they can 
influence others simply by 
remembering accurately Forget facts, figures? 
everything they see, hear or more poised and self-confi- 
read. Whether in business, dent in everything you say 
at social functions, or even in and do. These are only a few 
casual conversation with of the ways in which you can 
new acquaintances, there are benefit by possessing a 
ways in which you can domi- trained memory, 
nato each situation simply To acqMint j, read 
by your ability to remember. ^ easy-to-follow rules 

For example, you need for developing skill in 
never forget another remembering, we, the pub- 
appointment — ever! Yon fishers, have printed foil 
can lean) names, feces, feds, details of this interesting 
figures and foreign lan- self-training method in a fan, 
gauges faster than you ever cinating booklet, 

thought possible. Whole “Adventures in Memory*’ 
books and plays can be sent free on request No obK- 
iadelibly imprinted on your ration. No salesman will calL 
memory after a single read- Just telephone 0800 298 
ing. You could be more sue- 7070 free or fin in and return 
cessfol in your studies and the coupon on Page 10 (no 
examinations. At parties and stamp is needed). Or write 
dinners you may never again to: Memory & CWentration 
be at a loss for appropriate Studies, (Dept. IDM29T) 
words or entertaining sto- FREEPOST 198* 

ries. In fact, you could be Mandsester M6Q 3DL 



Just telephone 0800 298 
7070 free or fiH in and return 
the coupon on Page 10 (no 
stamp is needed). Or write 
tix Memory & Canceirtrotinn 
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ASHDOWN RESIGNS 
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Thursday 21 January 1999 



Leadership race already under way 


f 


the RIVAL camps for the lead- 
ership race were already form- 
ing within hours of Paddy 
Ashdown's announcement to 
his party that he would be 
standing down. 

But Mr Ashdown also gave 
a clear signal that he wants the 
next leader to cany on his 
strategy for closer links with 
Tony Blair’s Government That 
could rule out Simon Hughes, 
who has strongly opposed the 
extension of the links. and he is 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


known to have his doubts about 

Charles Kennedy who wanted 
the Liberal Democrats to re- 
place the Tories as the party of 
Opposition. 

The party leader called on 
his MPs to focus on the cam- 
paign for the European elec- 
tions, but they were clearly 
setting their sights on the lead- 
ership election. 


Mr Ashdown said he had 
made sure that the party had a 
range of candidates from which 
to choose, by giving them front 
bench responsibility to show 
their skills. 

The front runners indude his 
closest aide, Menzies Campbell, 
the defence and foreign affairs 
spokesman, who would be seen 
as the continuity candidate. 
Others indude former BBC re- 
porter Mr Kennedy, Dm faster; 
die Education spokesman, and 


Nick Harvey, the party cam- 
paign chid 

In bis message to the party, 
Mr Ashdown said: “The lead- 
ership election will also -as has 
always been my wish -provide 
an opportunity for the party to 
confirm democratically; the 
strategy I have set for the fu- 
ture. I will endorse no candi- 
date,'’ said Mr Ashdown. 

“Of course it has been my 
strategy to make sure that the 
party has a proper range of 


choices. I have put people in 
front row jobs so thqr can show 
their sfoDs." 

Some Liberal Democrat 
sources at Westminster saki Mr 
Harvey was too young, with no 
real campaign base in the party 
from which to launch a suc- 
cessful leadership bid Allies of 
Mr Harvey said he would con- 
tinue Mr Ashdown's broad 
strategy rather than “take our 
bat and ball away” but would be 
“in there negotiating bard". 


Although tiie official contest 
cannot start until Mr Ashdown 
actually stands down in Jane, 
the behind-the-scenes jostling 
for position will now com- 
mence. Mr Ashdown’s depar- 
ture has long been on the cards. 

and the big question who will 
be his successor has long been 

a favourite dinn er table debat- 
ing topic amongst liberal De- 
mocrats at Westminster 
He told Mr Blair after the 
election that he would go when 


he was sure that the “mod- 
ernisation project* with Labour 
was secure. That point came 
last week when it was agreed 
to extend co-operation. 

The party hierarchy was at 

pains to stress that there must 

be no campaigning until after 
Mr Ashdown has stood down. 
But then, nominations open in 
a contest which wiil be decid- 
ed in a matter of weeks. 

Each candidate must be 
nominated by two other Liber- 


al Democrat MPs and be sup- 
ported by 200 ordinary party 
members. 

Once the names of all can- 
didates are in, there will be* 
on e -member-one-vote ballot 
amongst all 90,000 party mem- 
bers across Britain. 

Mr Hughes could win votes 
from those who have their 
doubts about the relationship 
with the Government He will 
also appeal to the party’s 
strong “greerf lobby. 


THE CONTENDERS FOR THE CROWN 









Charles Kennedy, 39 
Emerging as Front-runner. Though he has been 
loyal to Mr Ashdown, made clear in summer he 
would throw his hat in the ring. Regarded as 
media-friendly, and assured TV performer. MP 
for Ross. Cromarty and Skye since 1 983 until 
last year, when seat was changed to include 
Inverness, he was one of the young stars of the 
SDP but broke with David Owen when the 
merger with the Liberals cook place. 


Simon Hughes, 47 

Will be rebels' choice, as most outspoken critic 
of Mr Ashdown's closer Labour links. A health 
spokesman, has attacked government handling 
of NHS. refusing to be gagged by ‘constructive 
opposition’ policy. Former Liberal, he won 
Bermondsey when It was Labour rotten 
borough but could be regarded as too much of 
an urban, radical, environmentalist for 
mainstream of the party in the country. 


Menzies Campbell, 58 

Seen as the most obvious continuity candidate, 
who could lose out because of his age if the 
party opts for a leader From the same 
generation as William Hague and Tony Blair. Mr 
Campbell, the defence and Foreign affairs ' 
spokesman, shares Mr Ashdown's world view, 
and has been a confidant, on closer links with 
the Government. He has held the Fife North 
East seat since 1 987. 


Don Foster, 51. 

He has built up a parliamentary profile as a 
sharp debater and is weli-liked by Tories and 
Labour MPs. 

However, he would have to rebuild his rapport 
with party activists who dealt him an 
embarrassing blow at last year’s conference. 
They overwhelmingly rejected plans to reduce 
local authorities’ power over schools and 
create ‘neighbourhood trusts". 


Nick Harvey; 37 

Would be well-placed to win over votes if he 
decided to stand for the leadership election. 
He is deeply rooted in the party’s machinery as 
its campaign manager. However, his 
role as a backroom dealer has the disadvantage 
that, while he is used to dealing with 
journalists, he has a low public 
profile and seldom speaks during 
parliamentary debates. 



Blair in tribute to ‘outstanding leader’ 


Alan Beith: ‘Ashdown leaves 
party enormously stronger 5 


TONY Blair described Paddy 
Ashdown last night as “one of 
the outstanding party leaders of 
his generation'’ and claimed 
that his decision to resign would 
not effect the party links the two 
had tried to forge. 

A spokesman for the Prime 
Minister revealed that Mr Blair 
had been informed of the inten- 
tion to quit “some time ago” 
adding: “The Prime Minister 
views Paddy Ashdown as a politi- 
cian of considerable distinction 
who makes a major contributkai 
to his party and country.” 

William Hague, the Conserv- 
ative leaden said that although 
he bad “often" tisagreed with Mr 


By Clare Garner 


Ashdown, “we have always en- 
joyed good personal relations”. 
He added: “He has led the lib- 
erals with great determination, 
but his strategy of becoming as 
dose as possible to the Gov- 
ernment is dearty faffing. The ef- 
fect has been to neuter the 
Liberals as an opposition party 
and to weaken the holding of the 
Government to account” 

Mr Ashdown’s predecessor; 
Lord Steel of Aikwood, said: “I 
have thought for some time that 
it was likely that he would go 
after the European elections, 
butl was a bit surprised when 


be told me. It is a very ex- 
hausting job leading a minori- 
ty party.’' 

The party’s foreign affairs 
and defence spokesman, Men- 
zies Campbell, said be and 
“eight to ten” other party mem- 
bers had known of Mr Ash- 
down’s decision for “some 
weeks”. He added: “Once you 
have fought two general elec- 
tions as leader of the third 
party then I think you begin to 
wonder." 

The Liberal Democrat 
deputy leader; Alan Beith, said 
Mr Ashdown was standing 
down now so that he could pass 
on the leadership with the party 


in good order “It is an enor- 
mously stronger force than eva - 
before and it has a key position 
in changing the nature of Britain 
and British politics,” he said. 
“That is a very powerful legacy 
Robert Maclennan, a past 
president of the liberal De- 
mocrats. said Mr Ashdown 
“has been a long serving and 
highly successful leader who 
has taken this party to new lev- 
els of achievement”. He point- 
ed out that the party had more 
MPs than ever, excellent 
prospects in the European elec- 
tions under a new proportion- 
al voting system, and more 
than 5,000 local councillors. 


“We are as strong as this 
party has ever been,” he said. 
“He can step down in the certain 
knowledge that he leaves us in 
extremely good heart" 

Matthew Thyioc the Liberal 
Democrat environment spokes- 
man, said: “1 think people are 
very appreciative of Paddy’s 
work. There was an air of regret 
in the meeting People were not 
expecting it” 

The leader of the Scottish 
Liberal Democrats, Jim Wal- 
lace, spoke of the “energy drive 
and determination” that had 
marked Mr Ashdown’s leader- 
ship. “Our success in the 1997 
general election and the fact 


that we are now seeing much 
of our long-held constitution 
agenda coming to fruition owes 
much to Padity's vision and 
determination,” he said 

Alex Salmond. leader of the 
Scottish National Party said: 
“Paddy Ashdown has always 
shown himself to be a man of 
principle. 

“In UK terms he leaves the 
Liberals modi stronger than he 
found them, but that is not 
true in Scotland and this deci- 
sion seems to have been made 
without remembering that the 
Scottish liberals are about to 
enter the most crucial electoral 
contest in their history.” 
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Lord Steel: Surprised by 
resignation 


BRITAIN TODAY 


YESTERDAY f 


THE WORLD 


Travel 


as many times 
as you like 

from £49 95 


a year. 



If you're planning to travel abroad a 
couple of tunes a year, American Express 
annual travel insurance can provide an 
uncompromising level of cover and could 
cost you less than arranging 'single trip' 
cover each time you travel. 


Example Prices** 


Individual Cover 

Europe 

WcrWwWe 


Family Cover* 

Europe 

Worldwide 


Annual 

Single Tirip 


(up 10 1 / ittys) 

£49.95* : 

£26.65 

£108.05 

£49.65 


(up to 17 days) 

£91.05* 

£66.55 

£164.95 

£124.45 



LIGHTING UP 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Warm es t: WeyOoume 13C (55F) 

B«ltec 4.40pm to S.29oin Coldest (day): AvJmtkw 4C (39F) 

Hrmtegiuin 4.33pm to 8.04am weaesc little Rwrtngron 0.94 1 ns 

London 4.30pm to 7.53am For 2 4hrs to 6 pm Wednesday 

■ aweh e a tar 4.30pm to 8.10am _ 

N ewc as tle 4.20pm to 8.14am 

hrs in C *F 


FORECAST 


Omni sKuaUon Rain in die soudi-wst wifi slowly dear to leave a drier and 
brighter afternoon. Elsewhere in England and Wales It will start eold with some 
mtet and fos patches but sonny spells wtU develop. However, there is the nrir of 
Showers In Wales and north-west England. Northern and western Scotland together 
with Northern Ireland will haw frequent showers, some or them heavy and turning 
wintry ewer the highlands. Eastern Scotland will be cold, frosty and bright at first 
but some drawers are likely this afternoon. 

Oarnl is, Cent 5 * SE England. Loridoa, E Anglia: Rain this morning but 
becoming drier later. A light south-westerly wind. Max temp 8-1 1C (46-52F]. 


'Covert 2 adults and any number of their children under 23 Irving with 
policyholder or in full lime education. 


Midlands. E England: Any early mar and fog clearing to leave it generally dry 
with sunny spells. A Kgfrt west to wuttMuesterty wind. Max temp 7-lQC (45-SOF). 

NW R sw England, Wales, Lake Dist, Isle of Mm: Early mist and fog deling 
to sunny spells and a few showers. A moderate west to sout h - w esterly wind. Max 

temp 6-9C[43-48F)- 


HIGH TIDE5 


AM 

HT 

PM HT 

Aaoaammh 

9.33 13 3 

9.51 13.0 

Cork 

7.53 

4.4 

8.11 4.2 

Dnonporc 

7.57 

5.5 

8.16 52 

Dower 

1.04 

6.6 

1J1 6.5 

Dm LooghxJre 

1.37 

3.9 

1.47 4.1 

FOImoacb 

7.28 

5 3 

7.49 S.O 

Greenock 

2 A 6 

3.3 

3.00 3.6 . 

Hanricb 

1.57 

3.9 

2.22 3 0 

| filTMll Will 

norfnaaa 

12.23 

5.4 

12 40 5.7 

Hall (Albert DM B.37 

9.5 

8 47 88 1 

htags^mo 

6.39 

6.6 

8.46 7.1 

Lefth 

4.54 

5.4 

5.07 5 5 

Liverpool 

1.15 

91 

1.35 9.4 

Milford Haven 

8.32 

6.9 

8.51 6.7 

Nowqnay 

715 

6.9 

7.44 6.7 

Portland 

9.27 

2.7 

9.51 1.9 

Portsmouth 

1.30 

46 

1.39 4.6 

PivMmB 

10.23 

4.9 

10.42 4.7 

Scaaboramb 

6.24 

56 

6.31 5.0 

mck 

1.31 

3.4 

1.39 3.6 

Heigtit measured m metres 


AIR 

QUALITY 

Today’s readings 



NO, 


S<h 

t 

Mod 

Good 

I S England 

Mod 

Good 

Matas 

Mod 

Good 

C England 

Mod 

Good 

N England 

Mod 

Good 

Scotland 

Mod 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


Aberdeen 

mwuoiD 

Belfast 


1.8 0.13 7 45 
5.4 0.16 10 50 


0.1 035 4 39 
4.5 0.15 8 46 


1.7 O.30 11 52 

0 0.34 1 1 52 


1.1 091 12 54 
1.3 0.23 9 48 


2.8 0.66 13 55 


Edinburgh 


0 0.02 12 54 

1 9 0.06 8 46 



Eraaomk 0.5 0.69 11 52 

Fishguard ... 

Folkestone 0.1 0.02 11 52 

Glasgow 3.0 0.18 9 48 

Hastings 0 0.08 1 1 52 

Hose 0 10 SO 


THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 


tsle-of-wtgbt 

Jersey 

Kendal 


6.1 0.08 10 50 

- 0 34 11 52 


0 0.10 11 52 

0.6 0.30 9 48 


4.7 0.15 12 54 

Lerwick 0.8 0.02 7 45 

URtotaaiaptow 0 0.14 II 52 

London 0 0.07 12 54 

Lowestoft 0 0.01 11 52 

M a w db crw 3.5 0.17 11 52 

Margase 01 0.02 12 54 

Mencwabt 4.) 0.15 10 50 

Newcastle 4.8 0 11 52 

Newquay 69 0.38 11 52 

Norwich 0 0.03 12 54 

Oxford 1.1 0.74 12 54 

Ross-en-wye 1.9 0 42 1 1 52 

Sakoobe - ... 

Scarborough 4.6 0.04 1 1 52 

Shrewsbury 2.6 0 07 II 52 

Southend ... 

Soothport - 0.09 10 50 

S to rnow a y 0 0.39 7 45 

Swanage 0 0 29 11 52 

■Smby 6.4 0.27 11 52 

■ferqiiaj 0 0.61 13 55 

HcstocKS-aaie • ... 

■teyo n tb 2.4 0.22 II 52 

24 bows to 6 pm (GMT] Wednesday 
Information b| PA MtaatfeerCeatre 


Margate 


Newquay 

Norwi c h 

Oxford 


SUN ft MOON 


Call now quoting INH07 

0800 700 737 

Available to non-Cardmembers 


Cent N4NE Eng land: Early mist clearing to sunny sprite and only isolated show- 
ers. A moderate south-westerly wind. Max temp 5-8C (41-46F). 
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moderate westerly wind. Max temp S- 6 C (41 -43F). 
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A moderate to fresh west to south-westerly wind Max temp 4-6C (39-43F). 
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TEAMS OF rescue workers, 
police and sniffer dogs began 
looking for survivors after a 
violent storm left 21 dead 
and injured more than 300. 
The storm, on Monday 
afternoon, flattened at least 
50 houses. 

Ten chfldren were among 
the 21 dead. 

Weather officials could not 
confirm the storm was a 
tornado but at least one 
witness said it plucked cars 
from the ground. 
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Huge political achievements of action 
man who never lost his boyish bravado 
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IF TONY Blair gets his way by 
reshaping British politics then 
history will judge Paddy Ash- 
down as the biggest figure 
among leaders of the third 
party since the war. 

He took over as leader of the 
Social and Liberal Democrats 
in July 1988, amid the wreckage 
of the Alliance break-up after 
the 1987 election. He left it last 
night with his goal of a 
realignment of the centre and 
left in British politics tantalis- 
ingly within its grasp. 

He is also by a long way the 
longest-standing party leader in 
Britain, having outstayed two 
Labour leaders and two Tbry 
ones in his 10 years in office. 

Mr Ashdown is an action 
man-turned-politidan who has 
, never quite lost the boyish 
r' excitement and bravado that 
led him into the Royal Marines 
at the age erf 18 , after he left 
Bedford School in 1959. A mem- 
ber of the Special Boat 
Squadron, and of MI6 (though 
he has never admitted it) be- 
tween 1971 and 1976, he spent 
almost all his active politick life 
as a Liberal apart from one 
brief period as a Labour Party 
member when he was in the 
Army 

He is also one of the few 
serious politicians to have 
worked actively as a labourer, 

. as a personnel manager in 
r? industry, and as a youth officer 
for Dorset county council before 
he became an ME 

He took over his party at 
probably the most unpromising 
period in its history, and led it 
through an election in 1997 
which secured it 46 seats, the 
biggest total since the 1929 
election. 

When he took over in 1988, 
the hopes and dr eams of the 
Alliance - the uneasy marriage 
between the Liberals and the 
Social Democratic Party, which 
was supposed to replace the 
Labour Party as the main anti- 
Tory force in British politics - 
h ad oo tt apaed la recrimination. 
The party he was taking over 
had become ajoke- memorably 
dismissed Ity Margaret Tfoatch- 
er two years after Mr Ashdown 
,i * took over as a "dead parrot’*. In 
* •'‘November 1989 it was still lan- 
guishing in the opinion polls, 
recording a mere 3 per cent 

Mr Ashdown himself was 
forced swiftly to abandon the 



Paddy Ashdown, action man-tnrned-politician and the longest-standing party leader in Britain, having outstayed two Labour leaders and two Tory ones John Rogers 


hopelessly ambitious vision 
with which he successful^ 
fought his leadership election 
against Alan Berth in 1988- that 
of replacing the Labour Party 
as.the main party of opposition 
to Mrs Thatcher But he pa- 
tiently and steadily rebuilt the 
party over the next seven years 
by establishing a clear identi- 
ty for it - and even more for 
himself. Familiarity might have 
bred contempt, and for many 
commentators it did. But after 
nine years as leader he still 
managed to score, during the 
1997 election, aS8.per cent sat- 
isfaction rating - unheard of for 
an opposition leader 

But the more distinctive 


achievement was to set his 
party a dear strategy for deal- 
ing with Labour for seeing that 
politics was about power and 
not posturing, and coaxing his 
members towards the sort, of 
accommodation with Labour 
that stood most chance of 
achieving their most cherished 
objectives. 

Maity leading Liberal Demo- 
crats were deeply uneasy about 
this strategy, as the forthcom- 
ing contest to replace him will 
show. But whereas David Steel 
secured very Btfle in return for 
propp ing up the P-alJaghan gov- 
ernment in the late Seventies, 
Mr Ashdown managed to 
secure from Mr Blair a pro- 


portional electoral system for 
the European elections, the 
last through which Mr Ash- 
down leads his party; the 
promise of a referendum on 
electoral reform for the House 
of Commons; and places on a 
joint cabinet committee on 
what is now much more than 
constitutional reform. 

In tius course, he was he^»ed 
since 1994 by dealing with a 
leader, in Mr Blair, who liked 
him personally who thought the 
same way about most political 
and ideological issues, and who 
bad fewer tribal roots in, and 
bang-ups about, his party than 
any of his predecessors. But Mr 
Ashdown’s part in this process 


should not be under-estimated. 
A month after the 1992 election, 
Mr Ashdown made an impor- 
tant and lightly coded speech in 
Chard, Somerset, in which he 
sketched out a route map for 
abandonment of what had been 
a fiction since Mrs Thatcher’s 
election in 1979 - that the third 
party was prepared to prop up 
a Tory government in a coali- 
tion. The word for it was 
“equidistance” between 
Labour and the Itaries, and it 
was quietly buried in M^y 1995. 

But what showed Mr Ash- 
down to be a bigger figure than 
his critics suggested was his re- 
action to Mr Blair's leader- 
ship. Mr Blair was suddenly the 


new kid on the centrist block; 
fora time it looked as if a Blair- 
led Labour party would eclipse 
the Liberal Democrats. 

At this point Mr Ashdown 
could have either given up pol- 
itics, or eked out the rest of his 
political career in carping from 
the sidelines. Instead, he saw 
quicker than many in bis own 
party that Mr Blair was a hege- 
monic figure and that the best 
route to improving his own 
party’s standing lay in elimi- 
nating wasteful conflict with 
Labour for the sake of it, while 
at the same time preserving his 
own party’s identity. 

The 1995 Littieborough and 
Saddleworth by-election was a 


turning point; while it showed 
that there were indeed no “no- 
go” areas for Labour; it also 
showed that the Liberal Demo- 
crats, whose candidate, Chris 
Davies, withstood a vicious 
assault from Labour to win 
were not going to be eliminat- 
ed by Blairism. As a result, he 
was able to enter the friendlier 
positioning towards Labour 
which started soon afterwards 
from a position of some 
strength rather than total 
weakness. 

The fruits were tangible; 
spontaneous tactical anti-Tory 
voting across the country, and 
the Cabinet links since the gen- 
eral election. And given that he 


decided before the election to 
depart in this Parti ament, it is 
easy to see why he has been 
pressing so urgently for further, 
closer links - a joint statement 
with Mr Blair about working 
together in November and the 
extension of the joint cabinet 
committee process to foreign 
affairs last week. 

He has had a strong mar- 
riage to long-suffering Jana 
which survived the affair he was 
revealed to have had with a sec- 
retary in the run-up to the 1992 
election In a coup of media 
management, Ashdown went 
candidly public on it, pre-empt- 
ing a good deal of hostile press 
coverage, and in the process he 
became one of the first politi- 
cians to demonstrate that the 
British electorate is more in- 
terested in their professional 
performance than their sex 
lives. 

Now a grandfather, by retir- 
ing he will be able to repay his 
family fora decade of lost time. 
Invariably' hyperactive, in 1992 
he toured the UK staying in the 
homes of ordinary voters, from 
fishermen to single mothers in 
the inner city, and wrote of his 
experiences in the book Beyond 
Westminster, it was a way of 
raising his profile, of course, but 
it also reflected his view that 
there was more to politics than 
the House of Commons. 

In his range of interests he 
stood out in the notoriously 
parochial political village for his 
energetic and sometimes un- 
fashionable pursuit of causes in 
foreign affairs, notably for more 
consistent allied intervention in 
the Balkans. He has been - in 
a party with a much broader 
streak of Euro-scepticism than 
is often realised - consistently 
pro-European and pro-EMU; 
he has been surprisingly stead- 
fast in believing that Mr Blair 
will can a referendum on EMU. 
a mechanism which he was the 
first party leader to advocate. 

Hie question is what his de- 
parture, announced last night, 
will mean for the slow process 
towards realignment closer 
links between the two parties, 
electoral reform, and possibly, 
in the long-term, coalition. 

Mr Ashdown himself is con- 
vinced that all the building 
blocks are in place. But it is 
hard not to see it as a setback 
Mr Ashdown has faced almost 
as many critics of the process 
in his own party as Mr Blair has 
in his. 

Mr Ashdown always said he 
wanted to leave when people 
asked “Why is he going?" 
rather than ‘'Why hasn't he 
gone?” In tbatsense, it is a good 
departure by a leader on a 
high note. But both he and Mr 
Blair will be hoping that he has 
not under-estimated his per- 
sonal importance to their joint 
project 
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Moments in Paddv Ashdown’s life: In the Army (left); with his wife after he was elected leader of the party and yesterday (far right) after announcing his resignation 
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Labour links thrown into doubt 


THE UNEXPECTED departure 
of Paddy Ashdown puts a big 
question mart? over the dose 
links between the Liberal De- 
mocrats and Labour. 

Although allies of Mr Ash- 
down and Tboy Blair insisted 
last night the relationship 
would not be affected. MPs in 
both parties predicted that 
there would be a “distancing 
operation" after the Liberal 
Democrat leader stands down 
in June. 

Relations with Labour are 
bound to be a critical issue in 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


the leadership contest to 
choose Mr Ashdown’s succes- 
sor. His policy of “constructive 
opposition'' to Labour is un- 
popular with many grassroots 
Liberal Democrats, and so 
leadership candidates will be 
tempted to adopt a more cau- 
tious policy. 

Much of the closer union be- 
tween the two parties was 
down to the strong personal 
bond between Mr Blair and 


Mr Ashdown, who met regu- 
larly in the run-up to the 1997 
general election - often as a 
foursome with their wives. 

Labour’s landslide victory 
was bitter-sweet for the Liber- 
al Democrat leaden Although 
he doubled his number offtfest- 
minster troops to 46, he knew 
that his preferred outcome of a 
hung Parliament - and fee 
prospect of a Lib-Lab coalition, 
which be had discussed pri- 
vately with Mr Blair - would 
elude him during his spell as 
party leader. 


But to Mr Ashdown’s amaze- 
ment, Mr Blair found time to 
telephone him on the day after 
his great victory. “The deal is 
still on,” the Prime Minister told 

him 

The “deal" meant that, al- 
though there would not be a for- 
mal coalition, Mr Blair would 
work closely wife file liberal 
Democrats. After talks involv- 
ing Peter Mandelson, then min- 
ister without portfolio, senior 
liberal Democrats including 
Mr Ashdown were invited to 
join a new cabinet committee 


responsible for discussing con- 
stitutional reform. 

Despite some grumblings 
in his party Mr Ashdown could 
point to real gains from tins co- 
operation, as the Government 
agreed to incorporate fee Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights into UK law and to bring 
in proportional representation 
for this June's European Par- 
liament elections - a fitting 
swansong for Mr Ashdown. 

Mr Blair was teen to forge 
even closer links, in fee hope of 
forming a centre-left alliance 


that would dominate fee next 
ceaturyin the way fee Paries had 
dominated the 20th century. 

Last November, the two 
leaders secretly agreed to ex- 
tend the remit of fee cabinet 
committee to other policy is- 
sues. But both ran into imme- 
diate flak from their own 
parties, and Liberal Democrat 
MPs demanded a veto on which 
policy areas could be discussed. 

Mr Ashdown was known to 
be angry at the caution of his 
troops, but came under further 
pressure because of Mr Blair's 


refusal to commit himself to a 
referendum in thfe Parliament 
on electoral reform for the 
House of Commons. 

Undaunted - and knowing he 
would stand down — Mr Ash- 
down managed one last ad- 
vance this month when he and 
Mr Blair agreed the cabinet 
committee would discuss plans 
for a new European Union for- 
eign and defence policy. 

Labour critics of Ub-Lab co- 
operation led by John Prescott, 
fee Deputy Prime Minister, 
used Mr Mandelson’s resigna- 


tion last month as a platform to 
warn Mr Blair not to push 
ahead with closer coflabora- 
tioEL They will be delighted that 
Mr Ashdown's decision to quit 
will boost their campaign. 

But Mr Blair will not be de- 
flected from his historic mis- 
sion. Whoever succeeds Mr 
Ashdown will receive the fall 
force of the Prime Minister’s 
charms. “We may have a tem- 
porary chill, but in the long run 
Tony Blair will ensure that 
warm relations resume,” one 
Blairite insis ted last night, 
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baddy ashdown said that his 
decision to stand down was a 
“v e ry personal" one which he 
had taken wife his wife, Jane, 
before the last general election. 

He said feat ordinary people 
would see the decision - after 
11 years as leader and as he ap- 
proaches his 58th birthday- as 
“essentially human. 

“Indeed when I was first 
elected for Yeovil in 1983, I 
promised myself thatl would not 
do the job beyond my 60th birth- 
day and would stand down no 
later than the general election 
after that date. I believe that 
judgement was right,” he said. 

The soldier turned diplomat 
and politician has told friends he 
has no specific post lined up. But 
it is thought he believes he still 
has one more job left, although 
it is almost certain to be outside 
politics. 

Whatever job be takes it will 
be one that allows him to spend 
more time wife his family. In his 
letter to MPs, he wrote: “For 
Jane and myself, this will be 
a chance to rediscover parts of 
our life wife our family and 
friends which have bad to be 
pushed to the margins in these 
past hectic years.” He is likely 


By Ian Burrell and 
Katherine Butler 


to withdraw almost complete- 
ly from the Liberal Democ- 
rats, not wanting to undenmnc 
his successor. 

Mr Ashdown wrote: “No 
doubt there will also be new 
challenges to seek out I do not 
know what they will be yet But, 
I do know that, love this calling 
though I do, 1 have never been 
so obsessive about politics that 
I see it as the onty thing there 
is in my life!" 

Some party sources were 
predicting last night that his fu- 
ture was in Europe where he 
has already won distinction by 
demonstrating a special un- 
derstanding of the recent tur- 
moil in fee Balkan states and 
former Soviet Union. 

The ideal role for Mr Ash- 
down might already have been 
created as the prestigious new 
post of EU fbreign Policy Tsar. 

Senior diplomatic sources 
spec ulate d last night that Mr 
Ashdown now stands a very 
strong chance of becoming 
Britain’s nominee for fee posi- 
tion. Uto job is being created in 
response to the long-held com- 


plaint that foreign heads of 
state never know who to ring at 
the EU when a crisis breaks. 

The Government has al- 
ready nominated Sir David 
Hannay, the former British am- 
bassador to the UN. But EU 
leaders agreed last month that 
. the post known by its French 
acronym as Mr or Ms ftesc, 
must be given to an authorita- 
tive political figure rafeerthan 
a career dvil servant ' 

Mr Ashdown's immense en- 
ergy and his passionate in- 
volvement in troubled spots 
such as Bosnia and Kosovo 
would enhance his chances, it 
is believed. Against (hat, he has 
never been a government min- 
ister and he is not yet backed 
by the two big European polit- 
ical “families", fee Socialists 
and the Christian Democrats. 

He would also be suited to a 
position with the United Na- 
tions or Nato. 

Closer to home. Mr Ash- 
down's special interest is 
Northern Ireland. He served 
therein the ArzzQt his fannfy are 
from fee province and he was 
teased at school for bis Ulster 
accent His links would attract 
him to a role working for peace. 
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FRIENDS IN Mr Ashdown’s 
Yeovil constituency spoke last 
night of their sadness at his an- 
nouncement and paid tribute to 
his “colossal achievements" 
for fee liberal Democrats. 

A dose friend and former 
constituency party chairman. 
Canon Miles Raitoes, said Mr 
Ashdown broke fee news of his 
resignation to him on Itiesday. 

He said: “My first reaction is 
gratitude for all that be has 
done for us both locally and na- 
tionally. When he came to this 
constituency we were in third 
place. Every seat in Somerset 
was held by the Tbries, but now 
we have got most of them. 

“Paddy’s achievements have 
been absolutely colossal. 

“My second reaction is this 
he has shown great wisdom in 

giving the party notice of his de- 
cision. He was thinking of fee 
party as well as himself and that 
is typical of Paddy." 


By Mike Brqwnhxll 
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He added: “This is very 
much the end of an era." 

Stephanie Bailey, vice- 
chairman of the constituency 
party s»d: M l think we accepted 
that he was going to step down 
sometime. Locally, we are 
pleased feat we are going to 
have him back as our MP when 
he steps down as leader; al- 
though he has always been a 
veiy good servant to the town. 

“Paddy has promised us that 
we are going to identify a suc- 
cessor and he is going to work 
closely with that pereon to en- 
able the work that we have done 

to carry on." 

The mayor. Roger Baker 
said he believed Mr Ashdown 
would now take a back seat in 
public life. “I am as surprised 
as anyone to hear the news - 
Paddy wfll certainly be missed. 

He has worked hard to get 


where he is and obviousty he 
feels now is the time to go. Ira- 
any don’t know what he wiB do 
but he will probably step back 
into the background. 

I think that is what this is 

all about- he wants a home life 
and he certainty deserves one 
after such a lot of hard work.” 


— vvfc WOU ILL uguuuj 

and Mr Ashdown’s agent dur 
mg five general election cam 
paigns. said he had pledged 
years ago to stop being an MP 
by the time he reached 60 . 

Mr Speakman said: “Basis 
not entirety a surprise because 
Paddy confided in me some 
years ago that he would not re- 
an MP after he was 60. 

Itbmk flat for anyone to be 
fee leader of a third party who 
does not have all fee advan- 
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position is a huge strain. 
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Eating fibre 
‘may not 

stop cancer* 
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ANOTHER SHIBBOLETH of 
healthy living fell yesterdayas 
US scientists reported that di- 
etary fibre, the raison d'etre of 
most breakfast cereals, may 
offer no protection against 
bowel cancer 

The finding, from one the 
world’s largest studies, iff over 
88,000 women, will send shock- 
waves through the medical and 
dietary communities. The Can- 
cer Research Campaign, one of 
Britain’s largest cancer chari- 
ties, last year joined forces 
with Kellogs, makers of Ail- 
Bran , to promote high-fibre 
breakfast cereals in a deal 
worth £lm over three years. 

The lack of fibre in the av- 
erage Western diet - which is 
low in vegetables, cereals and 
fruit - has been thought to be 
the key to many of the chronic 
diseases of modern living. Now 
experts suggest that the pres- 
ence of sugar rather than the 
absence of fibre in the diet 
may account for the high inci- 
dence of bowel cancer 

The study, published in the 
New EngkmdJournal qf Med- 
icine was conducted by a team 
led by Charles Fhcbs at Har- 
vard Medical School and 
Brigham and Women’s Hospi- 


By Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 

tal in Boston, Massachusetts. 
The researchers used as their 
subjects women enrolled in die 
huge nurses' health study 
which began in the mid-1970s 
and followed them for 16 years 
from 1980. Separate research is 
being conducted on cancer in- 
cidence among male doctors in 
the physicians' health study. 

TTie women, who had no his- 
tory of cancer or bowel disease 
at the start of the study, gave 
details of their diet in a ques- 
tionnaire. By 1996, 787 had de- 
veloped bowel cancer and 1,012 
had adenomas - nan-cancerous 
growths on the gut wafl. But, to 
file researchers' surprise, no 
link was found between cancer 
and consumption of fibre. 

Fbr at least three decades, 
dietary fibre has been thought 
to act as a kind of colonic 
broom, sweeping food through 
the gut more quickly and di- 
luting toxic chemicals that build 
up there. The main evidence 
was that bowel cancer was al- 
most unknown in Africa, where 
vegetables and grains are the 
staple diet 

However; epidemiological 


studies of the fink have been 
“inconclusive”, according to 
file authors, and the findings 
cast doubt on whether it exists. 
But they add that there are 
other good reasons for eating 
more fibre because it protects 
against heart efisease. 

In an accompanying editor- 
ial, Dr John Potter of the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Centre in Seattle, says in the 
light of the unexpected findings 
it may be time to re-examine 
the biology of bowel cancer 
and seek another culprit 

“Is it reaDy a surfeit of sugar; 
not an absence of fibre, that 
causes the risk of colorectal 
cancer to increase? Somewhat 
ignored, sugar consumption is 
consistently associated with 
the risk of colorectal cancer and 
in a dose- response fashion.” 

There are 31,000 cases of 
bowel cancer a year in the UK 
and 17,500 deaths. Ministers 
have pledged to cut the num- 
ber of deaths in the under-65s 
by at least a fifth by 2010. 

Gordon McVie, director of 
the Cancer Research Cam- 
paign, said: “This is a very 
important study- It suggests ... 
different components of fibre 
may have different effects.” 



Police search for 
missing schoolgirls 


MORE THAN 100 police offi- 
cers with tracker dogs were 
searching yesterday for two 
10-year-old girls from Hast- 
ings, in Sussex, who have not 
been seen since they set off on 
a 500-yard walk to school on 
Tuesday morning. 

The parents of lisa Hoodless 
and Charlene Lunnon appealed 
for their safe return and ex- 
pressed concern that Christ 
Church girls’ school had not 
rung to ten them their daugh- 
ters did not arrive. Their wor- 
ries were compounded when 
the police revealed that parents 
of all children at file school had 
.. been warned about a man seen 

: . '222 ^uloitering in the area. 

v . Detective Superintendent 
Jeremy Paine, the detective 
who led the hunt fbr the killer 
of the Hastings teenager Billie 
Jo Jenkins, was drafted in yes- 
terday to lead the hunt for the 
girls. He also expressed con- 
cern: “If they have no money or 
clothing, that’s worrying as it’s 
getting dark and because of the 
weather Thirty-six hours is a 
long time for these two 10- 
year-olds to be away from 
home, and that worries me a kit 
As time goes by it’s more and 
more worrying, both to file 
parents and to us,” he said. 

For file past month lisa and 
Chariene have walked to school 
together each morning after 
telling their parents they want- 
ed to be “reqjonsible”. Phflom- 
ena Lunnon, Charlene’s 


ByKate Watson-Smyth 
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Missing: Lisa Hoodless 
(top) and Chariene Lmmon 

stepmother; said Chariene had 
been nervous of walking to 
school after they received the 
letter warning them about the 
man. “I told ter she could walk 
to school in the mornings and 
I would pidcher up after school 
because it was dark and die 
said that was fine,” she said. 


Her father; Keith, said the 
children were allowed to walk 
because the 10-minute route did 
not pass any major roads or 
wooded areas and because they 
were both “very streetwise 
But both sets of parents said 
they wanted an explanation 
about why they were not told 
earlier that their children had 
not arrived at school. 

It was only when Julie Hood- 
less, Lisa’s motheq arrived at 
4pm to collect her daughter that 
she discovered neither child 
had been at school a0 day. 

She said that every time her 
daughter had been too ID to at- 
tend school in the past, she had 
always telephoned the school 
immediately. 

The school’s headteacher, 
Anne Hanney said that teach- 
ers would not have been aware 
that the girls had set off for 
school that morning “TSfe follow 
up afl absences but you cannot 
do it the same day,” she said. 

Mrs Lunnon said: “Chariene 
was normally home by 3.45pm. 
When 4.45pm passed and when 
5.30pm went, I knew that some- 
thing was very, very wrong. 1 

lisa’s fatbez; Andrew, a gar- 
dener, appealed forher to come 
home yesterday. “We are very 
scared. She's never played tru- 
ant before. She's a very happy 
girl, vpry hri ght and mtAfligeni - 
Both sets of parents insist- 
ed that neither girt had any 
problems either at home or at 
schooL 
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IN BRIEF 

Child sex attacker jailed for life 

a PAEDOPHILE was jailed for life yesterday for a string of 
sex attacks on boys. Leeds Crown Court was told that Ahm 
Evans, 23, was identified from security cameras after be 
raped a 13-year-old boy in the toilets of a Leeds store last 
August Be admitted the offence, the rape of a six-year-old 
boy in 1995 and a sample offence of indecent assault 

New man In Whelan press role 

JOHN KINGMAN, an official who is bead of the D-easmy’s 
productivity unit, has taken ova* as head of communica- 
tions following the departure of Charlie Whelan. A new 
s pecial adviser will be appointed “in due course”. But the 
Treasury said there would be no direct replacement in 
that role for Mr Whelan. 

Child dies of meningitis 

A TODDLER wlro attended a BBC oifiGfaetaTftles died in hos- 


eiy is said to be stable inUniversSy Hospital, CanfllUp to 80 
children and staff at the Acorns crfiche near the BBC Uandaff 


New hope on Lockerbie suspects 

LIBYA COULD hand over file two men accused of the 
Lockerbie bombing within weeks, a key go-between said. 
South African envoy, Jakes Gerwel, said after talks with 
the Libyans that he detected a desire in Tripoli to con- 
clude the affair “as speetfily as possible”. 

Matchbox Merc fetches £4,100 

A TOY car which costless than three shffimgs <15p), sold at 
auction in London yesterday for £4^00. The Mercedes Benz 
23QSL, made in 1968, fetched a record price for a Matchbox 
toy because of its apple green colour used anfy in a triaL 


Knoydart 
deal falls 
through 

THE THEATRE impresario Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh has re- 
luctant^ backed away from a 
£650,000 deal to secure the 
future of the 70 settlers of 
Knoydart, an isolated moun- 
tainous knuckle on the west 
coast of Scotland. 

Sir Cameron was said to be 
“ekise to teare" yesterday at the 
breakdown of negotiations to 
buy the 17,000-acre Knoydart 
estate in the Lochaber district 
of the Hi ghlands, and lease it 
back to fiie community. 

There were angry recrimi- 
nations within the community- 
led Knoydart Foundation at 
the surprise turn of events. 
The sticking point for Sir 
Cameron, who owns the neigh- 
bouring Nevis estate, was the 
“right to buy” sought by resi- 
dents and two conservation 
bodies, the John Muir Trust and 
the Brasher Triist, aland char- 
ily headed by Chris Brasheq the 
former Olympic athlete turned 

entrepreneur 

Sir Cameron’s departure 
leaves the foundation £300,000 
short of the asking price. 


Flooded fields near Exeter after heavy rain caused the River Exe to overflow 
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WhyET 
hasn’t 
phoned 
us yet 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 

SCIENTISTS MAY finally have 
worked out why ET has not yet 
been in touch. They think that 
- in what could be seen as cos- 
mieally bad luck - any alien 
species that in the past was on 
the verge of exploring space 
was wiped out by radiation 
from colliding stars. 

However, aliens could now 
be on their way as the galactic 
weather has improved in the 
past few billion years, says Dr 
James Annie an astrophysicist 
at the Fennilab, in Chicago. 

Though the idea put for- 
ward by Dr Annie in today’s 
New Scientist may sound fan- 
ciful, it does explain something 
that has mystified astronomers 
for decades. Our galaxy the 
Milky Way. is 10 billion years old 
and only about 100,000 light 
years across. Logically, any 
spacefaring race able to travel 
even at just one- thousandth of 
the speed of light wouldpervade 

the galaxy in just 100,000 years. 

But repeated searches for 
signs of extraterrestrial intelli- 
gence have all failed. That, Dr 
Azmis suggests.could be be- 
cause although life may have 
arisen all over the galaicy in the 
past it kept being wiped out by 
intense radiation Grom “gamma 
ray bursters” caused by the col- 
lision of superdense stars 
whose radiation could sterilise 
an entire planet in moments. 
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Public schools accept drug culture 


Pi 


ONE IN THREE 14-year-olds 
in leading public schools has 
tried drugs and one in ten is a 
regular usee head teachers 
said yesterday. 

A survey also showed that 
more than four outof ten sixth- 
formers have tried drugs. 

The heads of the fee-paying 
schools who commissioned the 
survey are said to be “stunned” 
by these findings. 

A report from the Head- 
masters' and Headmistresses’ 
Conference argues that illegal 
drug-taking “is no longer lim- 
ited to a disaffected and rebel- 
lious few. It is part of the culture 
of teenagers”. 

It suggests that schools 
should end the “zero option” of 
expelling pupils for all drug of- 
fences. Instead, they should 
concentrate on drug education 
and random tests fix- pupils sus- 
pected of using drugs. 

While drugs are the greatest 
concern for heads of boarding 
schools, the report says, day 
school heads are more con- 
cerned about the use of alcohol. 
More than half of boarding 
schools, but only a quarter of 
day schools, reported that they 


by Judith Judd 
E ducation Editor 


had at least one drug-related 
incident a year 
The heads recommend that 
senior pupils be issued with 
identity cards and that staff in 
all pubs and off-licences be 
urged to request to see them. 

The survey of 2,400pupils in 
20 schools, carried out by the 
Schools Health Education Unit, 
found that slightly fewer 14- 
year-olds in public schools had 
used drugs than 14-year-okk in 
state schools. One in three 
heads expected to find as few 
as 5 per cent of their younger 
pupils had tried illegal drugs. 

Only among girls is drug- 
taking more prevalent in pri- 
vate schools than in state 
schools. Cannabis is by for die 
most frequently used drug, and 
six out of ten pupils believe it 
is not harmful. Poppers come 
□ext but Ecstasy is very rare. 

The report is firmly against 
the legalisation of cannabis 
and challenges pupils’ belief 
that it is safe. But it argues that 
schools should be flexible. 
“While it is arguable that the 


‘zero option 1 approach of pro- 
hibition and threats may well 
have inhibited even greater 
proliferation, it is dear that, by 
itself it will not stop or solve the 
problem. Wfe emphasise that 
this is not a reason for aban- 
doning it particularfyin schools 
which have confidence in it, but 
many schools are choosing to 
modify it” 

Boarding schools take a 
tougher fine than day schools. 
Just over half- compared vnth 

a fifth of day schools - expel stu- 

rlm ts MiiliHtiafar^n y fc rbrm ging 

drugs into school. Three- 
quarters of boarding schools - 
but less than a third of day 
schools - use drug testing. 

Patrick Tobin, a past presi- 
dent of the conference, said 
both the police and the Gov- 
ernment needed to do more to 
break the “chain of supply” of 
drugs to young pupils, usually 
outside of scbooL Mr Tobin, 
head of Stewart’s Melville Col- 
lege and Mary Erskine School 
in Edinburgh, said: “If 1 pursue 
the drugs in Edinburgh, 
I find it almost unchecked. I see 
no evidence that the police are 
interested in the small fry” 


Dr John Barrett, head of 
the Leys School, Cambridge, 
chaired the working party tiiat 
produced the report He uses 
the more flexible approach to 
drug-taking innidwnfj;, which 

increasing n umb ers of public 
schools are adopting. 

“Wfe say that if you are in- 
volved in drugs in any wssy 
then you are liable to be ex- 
pelled. I would always expel 
someone for dealing in drugs. 
But we have some flexibility in 
the policy and I may use sus- 
pension for some pupils if I have 
reason to believe they feel they 
have made a serious mistake.” 

Dr Barrett secures the writ- 
ten agreement of all parents to 
conduct drug tests on those 
pupils suspected of taking 
drugs or those found in pos- 
session of drugs. 

He said he would suspend a 
pupil who had used drugs and 
who had no previous record of 
drug-taking. 

James Sabben-Clare, head of 
Winchester and this year’s 
HMC rharrman, said that any 
pupil involved with drugs was 
liable to be expelled but ex- 
ceptions were made. 
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The Leys School in Cambridge takes a more flexible approach to punishing pupils guilty of taking drugs 
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306 Meridian, from only £11^995! 


With 2 Years 0% Finance* and 2 Years Free Insurance*. 

What a spread! Just how many features can you squeeze into a car? The Peugeot 306 Meridian 1.4 Special Edition includes ABS brakes, 
power steering, electric sunroof*, remote control stereo radio/cassette, metallic paint and a leather trimmed interior. We’ve also found room 
for plip central locking, an engine immobiliser, electric front windows, heated door mirrors, driver's airbag and body coloured bumpers. 
Help yourself to 2 Years 0% Rnancet and 2 Years Free Insurance' while you're at it Shameful overindulgence? PPM 

Perhaps. But the 306 Meridian cuts a sleek and stylish figure on the road. A distinctly lean £11,995*. (Air-conditioned — ■ ^ p Kp 4« 

Meridian, from £12,345*.) The 306 Meridian Special Edition. Truly, a car you’ll love handling. Call 0345 306 306. PEUGEOT 
www.peugeot.co.uk 


•PRICES ME ON THE ROAD AND Al*m TO 306 MERIDIAN 1.4 UTSE PETROL 5 DOOR WITH SUNROOF AT £11,095 AND 306 MERIDIAN 1.4 LITRE PETROL S DOOR WITH AIR CONWTJONINC IN UEV Of SUNROOF AT £12,346. 

.S***™ 5 508 NBUDIAN 1A UTRE PETROL E DOOM with sorrow, on THE ROAD PRICE* UIMM9, DEPOSIT Hi (UfTJt, APR OK, >4 MOMMY PAYMENTS £340.99. TOTAL 
AMOUNT FHTMU U1.99S.09. (OFFER SUBJECT TO STATUS. OVER IBS ONLY. A GUARANTEE MAT BE REQUIRED. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM PSA FINANCE PIC, VERNON HOUSE, SICILIAN AVENUE. 
LONDON WC1A 2QQ. OTbFWAKCE IS AVAILABLE TO RETAIL BUYERS ONLY AND APPLIES TO ALL 306 MODELS EXCLUDING 306 Gtl-fl. * OFFER $UftJ£CI TO SATISFYING TERMS. COWOmOWS AND APPROVAL OF THE INSURER AND 
APPLIES TO AU JOB MEfflDIAM MODELS EXCLUDING ESTATE. -AVAILABLE ON 309 MERIDIAN 1.4 UTRE PETROL S DOOR MODELS OHUT. -SERVICE INTERVALS ARE 2 YEARS OR 20.000 MILES FOR PETROL ANO 3 TEARS OR 
10.000 MILES FOR DIESEL VEHICLES. (APPLIES TO AU. VEHICLE! FIRST REGISTERED FROM 1ST AUGUST 19M.I DETAILS CORRECT AT TIME Of GOING TO PRESS. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. OFFER ENDS 31ST MARCH 1999. 
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Move house to 
get medicine, 
says NHS chief 


NHS PATIENTS who are denied 
the drugs they need because of 
‘‘postcode rationing” should 
consider moving house to an 
area where the drugs are avail- 
able, says the leads' of Britain’s 
NHS managers. 

Stephen Thornton, chief ex- 
ecutive of the NHS Confedera- 
tion, said health migration, in 
which patients moved around 
the country in search of the 
drugs they needed, was a real- 
ity and to deny it was “unhelp- 
ful". Aids pwh'ents had gathered 
10 years ago in north-west Lon- 
don, where the services were 
best It was a natural response 
to an unsatisfactory situation. 

“What the pressure groups 
should be doing is producing a 
directory ofwhere you go if you 
want better services” 

Mr Thornton’s remarks are 
quoted in a report, Hard Ra- 
tions, published yesterday by 
the Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry 
CAB PD, which describes a 
‘‘patchwork of medical fieftioms 
across the country”, each with 
its own rules about what drugs 
should be provided, but where 
the basis of the judgements is 
shrouded in secrecy. 

Some health authorities are 
less generous than others in 
their provision of drugs. North- 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


amp tons hire will not pay for 
Taxol for first-line treatment erf 
ovarian cancer and West Hert- 
fordshire declines to fund cho- 
lesterol-lowering drugs except 
to patients who have already 
survived a heart attack. 

A survey erf 200 GPS con- 
tacted tyNOP found almost six 
outof 10 said their patients did 
not always get the best avail- 
able treatment, regardless of. 
cost Of these, over half said 
their local health authority had 
said it conld not afford the 
treatment or had issued guide- 
lines not to provide it 

Dr Trevor Jones, director- 
general oftheABPI, said; “The 
Government has steadfastly 
denied there is a need for ra- 
tioning but this survey shows 
that doctors are not prescrib- 
ing the best treatment for pa- 
tients - primarily on cost 
grounds. That is only rationing 
under another name.'’ 

The Department of Health 
said yesterday that the Na- 
tional Institute for Clinical Ex- 
cellence, which starts work in 
April, would appraise new 
treatments, new drugs and 
new medical devices and issue 
“authoritative” guidance. 
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Insuring you, home with CGU Direct could be a 
great way to save money. We offer a variety of 
attractive discounts including up to 30 % off your 
eontenls insurance with our special no claims 
discount. For excellent value and comprehensive 
covet call CGU Direct today. 


CGU Direct 


oaoo 121 004 

Quote ref: PRS 36 
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Motor Insurance 

0800 121 000 


Travel Injur^ncr- 

0800 121 007 


Building* and Corrtents 

0800 121 004 


Mortgage Payment ProtcaJor 

0800 121 008 



















vJ'P-lh \!&£> 


ffjSLW.^ 



fc-iiS 




ISfrY- 


- ■f iiT 


■'■fty,,. 






r ? ; ". 


Celeron 


aE-... 

W*V' • ■ ■: y/: ;....,■ S' y .t. y, v • ' 

R*'" - s •“/.' '•>. V" t".v : •••/':.. ' i, J ■ 
ftifsM • : ::r> 


% l^S 


w ; ;<■'<< 




„ , 


r y^ - 


E|£C5 : :: ■> 

u - ^ ? - Jit 


yT- •' 




• X..- 


i-c 


■Pr" ,, 

.it..' " '■ _ ^ ."; 1 

-VH-, .:',' :, ';,-. T ".V:‘ : ' ■ •, A 


"j 'Li 




u 


F st: ! 


M 




Jggjtp ' 

»*%$ 


mi! 






Celeron 




K&l 


1ST. <t? sf-A 
I ! - >'.,. f-. 


BS : 


£■' 


*?’’ •* ; 


Oii 3 


unt 



?r?s 


K: 






JJwS?* ’ '• 


SaT /<•; 


fef«5 


ceferon 1 


BtaiU 


. .. .*•::• 

$*33* 


JBIiL- 
P*^ v Xl 

♦/ *U1 

! '- i^. . 





Celeron 


Celeron 


W>ti 



It covers everything. 


Pure Intel technology. Great value. 

I Whether you re buying a PC for the first time or want an additional PC. the Intel® 
Celeron processor is ideal for today’s applications. It gives you the power to handle 
everything from the Internet to educational programs, to interactive games. 

And you 11 get all the compatibility and reliability you expect from Intel. So see ■ ■ ■ 
your local PC retailer or dealer for more information, or visit us on the Web. I IhqL 

The Computer Inside 



i ►www.intel.com/celenm. 



©IWO Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Intel and Intel In* arv rcg.stered trademark and Celeron is a 


trademarks of Inicl Corporal ion. 
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Two men trying to pass on a narrow mountain ledge 

XJ JL f 


“WOULD THE Prime Minister 
agree with me that this is a great 
day for democracy?" asked Gillian 
Merron, first up in Prime Ministar's 
Questions. She was referring to the 
Government’s White Paper on re- 
form of the House of Lords but the 
more pious-minded might have felt 
her remark: was incidentally borne 
out by the 15 minutes that fol- 
lowed, an uncharacteristically 
grave and courteous exchange be- 
tween the party leaders. The less 
pious-minded might have asked 
for their money back. I felt a pang 
of sympathy for those in the public 
gallery, who must have felt as you 
do when you've set the video for 


FhstShow and get back to find that 
you've accidentally recorded apar- 
ticularly dull passage of Neios- 
niflhf. This sort of thing is all very 
well now and then, particularly if 
you worry about the intellectual rep- 
utation of the Mother of Parlia- 
ments, but if you care at all about 
attendance figures for Westmin- 
ster’s most popular cabaret session 
you would have to hope that aber- 
rant rationality would soon pass. 

It did, naturally- a Tory question 
about interest rates finally break- 
ing the spell cast by the subject of 
Northern Ireland. As William 
Hague tried to persuade the House 
that the prisoner release pro- 


gramme should be suspended and 
Mr Blair insisted on the opposite 
they acted with the meticulous ci- 
vility aftwo men trying to pass each 
other on a narrow mountain ledge. 
Lose your footing on a matter of bi- 
partisan agreement and you look 
bad aO the way down. But when Mr 
Blair was finafly knocked back into 
default, mode and pulled out therub- 
ber truncheon (“No more boom and 
bust!”) thee was an eruption of 
pent-up mockery from Tory back- 
benchers. They had sat patiently 
through the ricdm duet but now the 
downs were back on and they were 
determined to make up for lost time. 

Over in the Lords the hereditary 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


that theywouM be spared “trite and 

facile denigration of this House indded with the moment a vener- j ay reassured him that 

and its members”, a plaintive re- able part of the constitutio thpv be fully employed look- 
quest from the condemned that prepared to breathe its last ftpj . the life peers. Lord Gifford 

fee tumbril should travel in silence Baroness Thatches in ftoiereai “J® almost the last to speak, ask- 
andtbst its occupants would not be black for the occasion, nodded . the Royal Commission 

pelted with ordure by the common gravely as Lady Y ° un g 1 spok ^° ^ 2? ff ht consider renaming the 
mob. Bareness Youngrose to note true to the spirit of noblesse obhge, chamber as the House of 

that this wasa u very sad day for the same venerable members were ai- uptmr time 

House”. ready fretting about their retainers. Senators and ror uks * ^ 

Baroness "Xbung can imbue fee “Is the noble lady aware that many th ^ rnni conservative bench- 

word“modernisatian"wiffisuchre- of us have been here for along sianfrom hanoened. Lord 

vrisfon that you might imagine it time", began Lord Longford, a es. , , already offered a 

was a sexual practice too disgust- fanftyabsmdp^degnrathathe con- 

ing for voluntary participation in it looks as if he’s been receiving his better title ‘ nh ?hian that will now 
tobe thinkable. but steSTright . attendance allowance since the 
about the melancholy of the occa- Crimean War parity 

son- a sense that for many peers Lord Longford wasn’t worried -he called it y 


about his own future, it turned ou^ : 


indded with the moment a vener- 
able part of the constitution 
prepared to breathe its last 
Baroness Thatches in funereal 


peers were listening to Baroness 
Jay confirm lheir order of execution, 
hi his reply to her statement Lord 
Strathclyde had expressed the hope 


Hague calls 
for an end to 


early releases 


THE TORIES came close to 
breaking the bi-partisan ap- 
proach towards the Ulster 
peace process yesterday when 
w illiam Hague told Tony Blair 
there should be no further earty 
releases of prisoners unless a 
start was made on weapons 
decommissioning. 

But while the Prime Minis- 
ter agreed the recent wave of 
punishment beatings was “to- 
tally unacceptable”, he said 
halting the eariy-release pro- 
gramme would wreck the Good 
Friday Agreement 

The exchanges followed a 
decision by Andrew Hunter, 
the Tory MP for Basingstoke, to 
postpone plans to “name and 
shame” the man he believes is 
the Omagh bombmaker after 
appeals for him to stay silent 
fhxn Mo Mowlam, the Northern 
Ireland Secretary, and Sir Ron- 
nie Flanagan, the RUC Chief 
Constable . 

Mr Blair stressed at question 
tim e that a difficult balance of 
judgement had to be struck and 
far from trying to damage the 
Northern Ireland peace deal 
“we are actually calling for the 
Good Friday Agreement to be 
implemented". 

Mr Hague, however, told a 


NORTHERN I RELAMP 

By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter . 


silent chamber of the case of 
Andrew Peden, who was tor- 
tured for 10 hours, left to die, 
lost both his legs, and “whose 
wife says he cries out every 
night as he relives what hap- 
pened to him. 

“Beatings niw this are hap- 
pening in increasing numbers, 
yet we are still releasing early 
prisoners belonging to the or- 
ganisations responsible for 
these crimes. Would you agree 
these beatings are a breach of 
the Good Friday Agreement?" 
he asked Mr Blair. 

The Prime Minister made 
dear punishment beatings had 
always been “a very difficult 
issue” which the previous gov- 
ernment grappled with dining 
the first IRA ceasefire: 

Mr Hague said it was not 
right to compare earlier release 
schemes with the present one 
“because it was made very 
dear at the time that those who 
had committed the most 
heinous crimes would not be re- 
leased until the first decade of 
the next century.-” 

He said told me on May 


6 last year; It is essential that 
organisations that want to ben- 
efit from the earfy release ... 
should give up violence 1 . You 
pledged to the people of North- 
ern Ireland that terrorists 
would have to bring an end to 
bombings, hillings and beat- 
ings, progressive dismantling of 
paramilitary structures and 
fell co-operation with the com- 
mission On rip mmfnisMnniTig 

“Given that none of these 
things are yet happening ... 
isn't it time to stop the earty re- 
lease of terrorist prisoners?” 

Amid Ibiy protests, the 
Prime Minister said: “Y)u have 
to follow through the conse- 
quences of what you are saying. 

“We believe, on balance, this 
judgement is correct But I 
don't in saying that minimise 
the difficulty of it But the con- 
sequence of taking the course 
you are advocating is more se- 
rious than you are saying.” 

Sir Ronnie Flanagan had 
said on Friday there was no 
doubt that all the organisa- 
tions responsible for the beat- 
ings, including those who 
purport to be in cessaiioo of mil- 
itary operations, were engaged 
in this “repugnant activity”, 
Mr Hague told the Commons. 



Protest 

motion 


on press 
‘sackings' 


MEDIA 


Michael Meacher, Environment minister, (right) and Derek Fhtcbett, Foreign Office minister, met at London Zoo 
yesterday to launch a campaign to end poaching of the 5,000 tigers left in the world Tbm Craig 


SI X TORY MPs signed a Com- 
mons Early Day Motion 
yesterday protesting at the 
“sackings at the Sunday Ex-A 
press". The motion was tabled^ 
by tiie former Daily "telegraph 
political correspondent and 
Sunday 3fefegrqph social affairs 
editor Julie Kiifcbride, now MP 
for Bromsgrove. 

The motion states that tire 
House “notes with concern the 
summary dismssaltrf Ian Walk- 
er. executive editor of the Sun- 
day fiipress and tire attempted 
demotion of Amanda Platefl, ex- 
ecutive editor of the Sunday Ex- 
press". It says tins happened 
“only weeks after the newspa- 
per revealed details of the Rigid: 
Honourable Member for Hartley 
pool’s (Peter Mandelsqn’s) tridb 
to Brazil and his friendsh^ 
with Reinaldo Avila da Silva”. 

ft states that the" “proprietor 
of lie Sunday Express^Labour 
peer and former adviser to the 
Right Hon Member for Hartle- 
pool, exerted pressure' on the 
editors of the Sunday Express 
to water down their story”. 
Ihatis a reference to Lead Rol- 
lick, chairman of the newspa- 
per’s owner; United News and 
Media. It calls on the Govern- 
ment “to support an open and 
free press and hopes there will 
be no further resignations from 
tiie Sunday Express ”. 


easy@demon[no.4] 


Unpasteurised cows’ milk, 
allowed to remain on sale 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


FANS OF unpasteurised “green- 
top” milkwiflbeable to continue 
enjoying the drink after the 
Government announced yes- 
terday it will not prohibit its sale 
The Agriculture Minister, 
Nick Brown, instead listed 
tougher measures to check hy- 
giene standards of raw cows’ 
drinking milk in an attempt to 
quell fears of health experts 
who believe it could be harmful 
Mr Brown said: “We have de- 
rided not to stop the drink’s sale 
in England and Wales. However; 
we intend to introduce tighter 
checks to benefit consumers 
who choose to drink raw cows’ 
drinking milk” 


AGRICULTURE 

By Eileen Murphy 


The measures indude in- 
creasing the frequency of tests 
of samples and production 
premises, which will begin 
immediately. 

Producers will continue to 
pay for official checks while the 
retailers will have to give 
greater prominence to the 
statutory label warning that 
the milk may contain organisms 
harmful to health. 

Labels must also indude 
the Chief Medical Officer’s act 
vice that children, pregnant 
women, elderly people and 


those who are unwell or have 
a chronic illness should not 
drink the n iilk 
■ The announcement follows 
more than a year of public con- 
sultation on proposals to ban 
green-top milk, which were 
recommended by the Advisory 
Committee on the Micro- 
biological Safety of Food after 
surveys found food poisoning 
pathogens and evidence of 
faecal contamination. 

Tbe sate of the drink has been 
banned in Scotland since 1983 
and wifi remain unavailable. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health said the 
U-turn was “inexplicable". It 


Questions 

and 

Answers 


GM food benefits 
‘outweigh risk’ 


had assumed the Government 
would follow the advice of its ad- 
visory committee and intro- 
duce a ban, particularly in light 
of the threat posed by emerg- 
ing pathogens such as the 
deadly E. coii 0157. 

The Consumers’ Associa- 
tion, however; welcomed the 
Government's decision. 

A spokesman said: “While 
there are valid concerns about 
the regular consumption of raw 
milk we believe these should be 
tackled by enforcing existing 
safety controls, clear labeling 
and making information about 
potential risks available for 
those choosing to drink it” 


The House 


fill in the missing number in this sequence 


I Falconer ‘suited 
to Dome job’ 

LORD FALCONER of 
Thoroton’s ability to do 
"an excellent job” was his 
best qualification for being 
appointed Millennium 
Dome supremo, the Prime 
Minister said at Question 
Time. 


Cabinet Office 

Brian Bender wOl succeed 
Sir Robin Mountfield as 
the Permanent Secretary 
of the Cabinet Office, the 
Prime Minister 
announced 
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Commons: Trade and 
Industry questions. Road 
Traffic (NHS Charges) Bill 
remaining stages. Scottish 
Enterprise Bill second 
reading. 

Lords: Access to Justice 
Bill committee. Social 
Security Benefits Up-rating 
Order. Social Security 
i (Contributions) (Re-rating 
, and National Insurance 
! Fbnd Payments) Order: 


GENETICALLY MODIFIED 
tGM) crops and food offer po- 
tential benefits that for out- 
weigh their risks, as long as 
there is a proper regulatory 
framework in place, a House 
of Lords committee declared 
yesterday. 

The European Communi- 
ties committee called fora new 
committee to watch the effects 
of GM crops on agriculture, the 
environment and labelling on 
foods that contained more than 
a certain level of GM sub- 
stances. 

The report to which the 
Government will have to re- 
spond, looted only at modifi- 
cation of plants, noting that 
the application of gene modifi- 
cation to animals “is at a much 
earlier stage” and raises dif- 
ferent ethical issues. “Genetic 
modification, like any new tech- 
nology [carries] risks and it 
should only be applied when 
they can be assessed and con- 
trolled,” said Lord Reay, the 
chairman of the inquiry. 

Baroness Young of Old 
Scone, the chairwoman of Eng- 
lish Nature, added: “Everyone 
must be confident that GM 
crops will only be grown if 
there are adequate safeguards, 
properly enforced, for both 


FOOD 

BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology Editor 
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human health and the wider 
environment” 

The committee also noted 
that the UK's rigorous regula- 
tory structure meant that if the 
potato were discovered tomor- 
row the Advisory Committee on 
Novel Foods and Practices 
would not license it because 
under certain circumstances 
potatoes produce toxins. 

But Greenpeace said: “At 
no point did they ask what the 
justification is for allowing com- 
panies involved in the genetic 
engineering of foods to expose 
the public and the environ- 
ment to the risks posed by it" 
friends of the Earth said the 
report contained errors of fact 
- about whether organic farm- 
ers could use GM crops - and 
was “intellectually confused” 
Pete Riley, a food campaigner 
called it -the wrong repo^ 
written at the wrong 5 V 
the wrong people" 

Ann Foster, for Monsanto 
the biotechnology giant said:’ 
“Clearly, we are now moving to- 
wards a sensible discussion of 
the science, and away from 
scare stories and myths." 


Third World 
population 

Ministers were urged to 
increase efforts to stem 
population growth in 
developing nations as the 
fifth anniversary of the 
Cairo Conference on 
population and 
development approaches. 

Britain is yet to meet cash 

targets agreed then. 


Driving danger 

MPs called for tougher 
sentences for motorists 
who cause death by 
dangerous driving so they 
reflect the seriousness of 
the tragedy involved. 


Attack on EU 

Lord Lamont of Lerwick, 

the former Tory 
Chancellor, launched a 
fierce attack on the 
European Union 


nation. 
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REFORM OF THE LORDS 
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warned ‘don’t look for a fight 


THE GOVERNMENT warned 
the 750 hereditary peers last 
night that it would scrap plans 
to grant 91 of them a temporaiy 
reprieve if they launched a 
"pitched battle” against the 
Bin to abolish their right to sit 
and vote in the Lords. 

Unveiling the Government's 
two-stage plan for radical re- 
form of the second chamb er. 
Margaret Beckett, the Leader 
of the Commons, announced 
that ministers would accept 
the compromise agreed by 
Tony Blair and Viscount Cran- 
bome, which led to his sacking 
by William Hague as Tory 
leader in the Lords last month. 

Mrs Beckett told MPs the 
Government would back the 
Cranboroe plan if it enabled re- 
form to proceed by consent, but 
warned: "It is not a concession 
to be extracted by pitched bat- 
tle. Indeed, pitched battle will 
jeopardise the proposal." 

The Bill to scrap the 800- 
year-old rights of the heredi- 
taries, published yesterday, 
revealed that they would keep 
their titles and that, once they 
were removed from the Upper 
House, they could vote and 
stand in general elections. 

Hie Bill confirmed that the 
five hereditary peers in the 
Royal Family - the Prince of 
Wales and the Dukes of Edin- 
burgh, York, Gloucester and 
Kent - would no longer be able 
to sit in the Lords. But Down- 
ing Street insisted the move did 
not signal any change to 
Britain's hereditary monarchy. 

Ending the hereditaries' 
rights forms stage one of the 
Government’s plan. In a White 
Paper yesterday, ministers re- 
vealed their thinking on the sec- 
ond stage, winch they hope to 
have approved by Parliament 
before the next general election. 

The present House of Lords 
would probably be replaced by 
a partly elected, partly ap- 
pointed second chamber. Al- 
though the White Paper did not 
set out a blueprint for how the 
members of the new chamber 
would be chosen, it suggested 
ministers were attracted by a 
"mixed system", which avoid- 
ed either a wholly elected or ap- 
pointed House. 

The document said the Com- 
mons must remain "pre- 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 


eminent" and that the Upper 
House "must not usurp or 
threaten the supremacy of the 
first chamber". It said that a 
folly elected Lords would risk 
provoking conflict 

The tone suggested that Mr 
Blair is unlikely to back de- 
mands from Labour left- 
wingers and the Liberal 
Democrats for a predominant- 
ly elected second chamber Min- 
isters said that having some 
members appointed would safe- 
guard the position of the cross- 
bench independent peers, who 
they say play a valuable role. 

Ministers revealed that 
some members could be "indi- 
rectly elected" by the new as- 
semblies being set up in 
Scotland, Whies and Northern 
Ireland and the planned re- 


TIMETABLE 


for Reform 


This month: Bill to deprive 
750 hereditary peers of 
their right to speak and 
voce in Lords is introduced 
in Commons (stage one of 
reform). Royal Commission 
on long-term (stage two) 
reforms srarts work 
April: Bit! on hereditaries 
goes to House of Lords 
July (or October): Bill 
receives Royal Assent. 
November New session 
of Parliament opens with 
new-look "transitional 
House of Lords", with 
ranks of hereditaries 
reduced from 750 to 91. 
This would leave an upper 
chamber of 215 Tories; 

1 60 Labour; 48 Liberal 
Democrats; 148 
crossbenchers. 

December: Royal 
Commission reports on 
plans for stage two. 

2000: Joint committee of 
Commons and Lords 
considers Royal 
Commission report. 

Cabinet considers 
committee's ideas. 
November 2000 or 
November 2001 : Queen's 
Speech may Include 
legislation on stage two 
reforms, turning House 
into partly elected, partly 
nominated chamber. 


gional bodies for England. They 
believe this would help to allay 
fears that the devolution plans 
could weaken the Union. 

Yesterday, ministers refused 
to be drawn on the balance be- 
tween nominated and elected 
peers. They said that would de- 
pend on the functions and pow- 
ers of the House, on which 
they would take final decisions 
after studying the recommen- 
dations of a Royal Commission, 
to be chaired by Lord Wake- 
ham, the former Tory cabinet 
minister and chairman of the 
Press Complaints Commission. 
Gerald Kaufman. Labour MP 
for Gorton, will also serve on the 
Royal Commissioa. 

The White Paper promised 
"a modern, fit and effective 
second chamber of Parliament 
for the 21st century”. It said the 
Government would “make 
every effort to ensure that the 
second stage of reform has 
been approved by Parliament by 
the time of the general election'' . 

But the Ibries and some 
Labour MPS expressed scepti- 
cism that Mr Blair would stick 
to such a fast timetable. In the 
500-member “transitional 
House”, the Government said 
that no political party should have 
a majority. Mr Blair is likely to ap- 
point about 50 new Labour life 
peers to gjve his party parity with 
the Tbries, whose hereditaries 
currently enjqy a 3-1 advantage. 

Tb answer the charge he will 
pack the Lords with “Tbny’s 
cronies", Mr Blair is giving up 
some powers of patronage. A 
new, independent Appoint- 
ments Commission wiD appoint 
crossbenchers and invite nom- 
inations for people’s peers. 

The Royal Commission, 
which will report by the end of 
this year; will consider an en- 
hanced role for the Lords in 
scrutinising EU legislation. 

Although the Government 
will review the position of the 
law lords, this will foil outside 
the Royal Commission’s remit 
The Church of Englan d bishops 
will remain, but ministers will 
look at ways of increasing the 
representation of other reli- 
gious traditions. 

Leading article. 
Review; page 3 
David Aaronoviteh, 
Review, page 3 



A Bill to strip hereditary peers of their rights and a Royal Commission on the Lords announced yesterday will change life for these peers 


Tories attack ‘half-baked’ reform 


LORD STRATHCLYDE, the Tb iy 
Leader in the Lords, spoke yes- 
terday of his disquiet about the 
Government’s proposals for a 
transitionary Upper Chamber 
saying they marked a “sadder” 
for Parliament 
Launching his attack during 
the statement on Lords reform, 
he criticised the Government 
for foiling to treat peers with the 
courtesy they deserved. "There 
is a deep sense of disquiet and 
regret about what you have an- 
nounced, not because we always 
want to be as we are or where 
we are. We do not 
"Are we not entitled to know 
in the long run where we are 
heading? W!e have seen no dear 
vision of the future for this 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 


House of Parliament, and to say 
it is modernisation is simply not 
enough.” 

While welcoming the Royal 
Commission and the prospect of 
Lord WfeatheriD’s amendment to 
retain 91 hereditaries until stage 
two, Lord Strathclyde, himself 
a hereditary peec warned the 
BiB could bring to end the deli- 
cate balance between the two 
Houses of Parliament that had 
served Britain welL 

“We are not opposed to re- 
form, but we do oppose these 
half-baked and self-seeking 
proposals masquerading as re- 
form What we will also ques- 


tion are gimmicks masquerad- 
ing as solutions." 

He was joined by Baroness 
Young, a Tbry peer, who urged 
the Government to make "gen- 
uine” progress towards stage 
two of the reform. "Otherwise 
we end up with a transitional 
chamber dressed up in the 
new buzzword ‘modernisation’ 
and ... legislation reminiscent 
of a sixth-form debate." 

Viscount Cranboroe, who 
was sacked as Leader of the 
Lords by William Hague for ac- 
cepting the deal to keep the 91 
hereditaries, regretted the Gov- 
ernment was not reforming 
the Upper Chamber in “one fell 
swoop”. In the Commons, Tbny 
Benn, the Labour MP for 


Chesterfield who relinquished 
his peerage to sit in the Com- 
mons, voiced concern about 
government plans to accept 
the Weaiherill amendment 
“Short term hereditary 
peers win rub shoulders with 
nominated people’s peers who 
will have a job for life. We are 
entitled to an elected Parlia- 
ment” he said. 

Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Tory chancellor, accused the 
Government of having em- 
barked on Lords reform with 
"no policy" at alL 
“Ministers are hoping toe 
Royal Commission will come up 
with one. But not so quickly as 
to interfere with the Govern- 
ment’s legislative timetable for 


the remainder of this Parlia- 
ment," he said. 

Donald Anderson, Labour 
MP for Swansea East, said 
Parliament should guard 
against the Lords becoming a 
“retired persons' home for 
politicians". 

Dennis Skinner; MP for 
Bo 1 saver, argued the Royal 
Commission was a mistake. 
“We have got a parliament for 
Scotland, we are going to have 
a Welsh assembly, they’re going 
to have another in Northern Ire- 
land, in a few years there is 
going to be one in every region 
of England, Why on earth do we 
need a second Chamber at all? 
Adopt the Third Way - and get 
rid of it" 
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Fbnner Special Constable Anthony Mitchell, left, pleaded guilty to five counts of dealing in firearms that had been seized from cri min als after police raids 


A FORMER Special Constable 
with a penchant for Harley- 
Davidson motorbikes makes 
?.n unlikely quartermaster to 
one of the country’s most pro- 
lific suppliers of illegal guns. 
Nevertheless, police have net- 
ted a key figure in the under- 
world of firearms dealing. 

Anthony Mitchell, 45, who on 
Tuesday pleaded guilty to five 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 


counts of illegal firearms deal- 
ing and possession, has been 
linked with the seizure of 130 
guns from czime scenes. They 
had been used for murders, 
shootings against police officers 
and in gang wars. 

For years Mitchell churned 


out firearms at his workshop in 
an industrial estate in Hove, 
East Sussex. Almost all the 
dozens -possibly hundreds -erf 
guns he supplied were sup- 
posed to have been deactivat- 
ed. That is, they had been 
disabled so that they could not 
be fired but were “ornaments” 
for enthusiasts. The inquiry 
that led to Mitchell’s conviction 


also found his interest in guns 
further afield: he was in a 
group of impostors who trav- 
elled the world, pretending to 
be British police officers so 
that they could enter shooting 
competitions. 

He first came to the attention 
of the former South East Re- 
gional Crime Squad - now the 
National Crime Squad - three 


years ago. He was first named 
as a firearms dealer aftera joint 
police and MI5 operation in 
1997 that caught Paul Ferris, a 
criminal with a reputation for 
extreme violence, buying guns 
from John Ackerman, another 
dealer; from a street in Isling- 
ton, north London. 

In an Opal Fruits box police 
found three US 9mm MAC-10 


sub-machine-guns. A favourite 
weapon of US crack gangs, and 
known as “Big Macs”, they can 
fire 1,200 rounds a minute. Po- 
lice also found silencers, am- 
munition and detonators. 
Ackerman, later jailed for six 
years, turned informer and 
named Mitchell as the source 
of the guns. 

He was arrested in July 1997 
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Apply now. 


What better way to start March than with a cheque for £1 million? 
That's exactly what one lucky Premium Bonds investor will be doing 
when we make them the 60th member of ERNIE's Millionaires Club. 


EA2TE9 


Pteaso sand this form with either your choqua or dabit card details In- 
NATIONAL SAVINGS, PREMIUM BONDS, FREEPOST BJ 2002, BLACKPOOL FY3 BXA. 
U you prater, use a first dase stamp tor rapid doflvsry 


1 Do you already hold Premium Bonds? (please tick) Yea | | No □ 

If yes. please enter your Holder's Number [ I I I 


Every month we guarantee a £1 million jackpot, with over 600,000 
other prizes, ranging from £50 to £100,000. And since each £1 
Premium Bond has a separate and equal chance of winning,- the more 
Bonds you own, the greater your chances of scooping a share of 
around £40 million eveiy month. In fact, over a period of time, on 
investor with the maximum of f 20,000 who enjoyed average luck 
would win 1? to 13 prizes a ye ir - any one of which just might make 
them an overnight millionaire! 


2 Amount of this purchase fin words). 


Mrarun EX». 
Lmtjsr amounts mux 
bslniTkJt&maf CIO. 


3 ♦ I enclose a cheque crossed “A/C Payee" and made payable to ‘NATIONAL SAVINGS /PREMIUM BONDS! 1 . 
(Please use capital lettere for this part of the cheque, and write your name and address on the back.) OR 

□ I I (F*xoo neat. Bonds may only Do baud* h yw ramo u*ig yaw awn SWITCH or 

nei.TA 1 OQJAdeM aw* PuravuwibvawnnimwrM onoua Ba mods bv Chttr* 

_ I I no cmrT card purchases acuumum 


Start Date | | | | [ | Expiry Date | j | | | | Issue Number (SWITCH only) | | | 


■* i accept the purchase w* be subject to the terms of the current Prospectus. 
Signature 


What's mor.\ oli prizes aio completely tcx-fi ut. And you can not your 
money bnck whenever you wont. 


AD forenames. 


Address ki fu8. 


So, for your chance to join 
the Millionaires Club, 


.Postcode. 


.Dale of birth . 


Telephone lumber (useful if there is a query) 

fi H buying tar a chid mder 16, gfye name of parent/guErdten: 


AI forenames. 


apply for Premium Bonds now! 


7 If buying tor a (great) g ran ddad, gup naira of the parent/ 
gufirtSan above and your own name and address below 



AI forenames. 


ppFpr.your Bonds to be entered in the March draw, we must receive 
- • your completed application by the end of January. 


Address In hi. 


NATIONAL 

SAVINGS 



TWs term cawot bo used to purchase Prwrtum Boncta gt a poet ofltoo. 


i ■'aid Gontftticra; Any person agod 1& ty o*x am buy PwnMn BjKta tor OTgmgewa- Borda can tie bouqN )o» cfikrm mim 16 by mer jgurta. (gnat) crangnwrn* or QuareAana. ancmd lrcwvg 3ia Sox] ana a cooy ot Hie Twra and Oondecra n onnaEy wxtwi it»w wooto- itaj mlwitoonem b a 

.Jitmr nnjiv. you can wqugg Tama juJ Conctwre bcNonj cmJoso. Tha pudnsa mows ba gw data wa recArgyiar jjgluinui j Brim dabr cad damns octequa H you monash w caicai you puquw laa ib nwling w«»i 20 days axi wb wtt reuri your ronay BandagoMoprtBBrkwnanalticalonitar 
I JWltMr7nntholpu"dtorc Tl*\m months' nattos vrB tw gtvur U' tiny rtwrfa to fru prtz# Mnjauru or mwm fBIB that TO>Tffl up me ora» turns. The Dtwn Ot Scvwxp todwvub Biu rqtn ID uje* artjonca c< etonfity. NATIONAL iAWaGS PREMIUM BONOS, FREEPOST BJ CD82. BtACKP00LFV3 9XR 




but freed him after a search at 
the Hove workshop foiled to find 
illegal g uns . 

But officers from the Na- 
tional Crime Squad, assisted by 
the Organised Crime Unit at 
Scotland Yard and Strathclyde 
Police, set up a surveillance 
operation and kept tabs on one 
of Mitchell's associates, who 
was found to have 2. 7kg of plas- 
tic explosives, two shotguns 
and a sub-machine-gun at his 
home. 

Mitchell used the fact that he 
(fid not have a criminal record 
to set himself up as a legitimate 
supplier of licensed firearms to 
gun clubs and collectors. 

But his secret work brought 
in the real money. As an engi- 
neer he developed a technique 
to reactivate firearms that were 
supposed to be permanently out 
of action. 

He obtained a ready supply 
of deactivated guns from shops 
and mail-order firms. His spe- 
ciality, or trademark weapon, 
was the MAC-io, which he re- 
activated by fitting a new bar- 
rel and breech block. 

Police tests identified more 
than 100 MAC-lOs - seized in 
Liverpool Manchester, Glas- 
gow, London, and south-east 
England - as being supplied by 
Mitchell As well as MAC-lOs, 
which cost £1.100 each includ- 
I ing a silencer and 120 rounds, 
there were revolvers and pis- 
tols, costing £400 to £500. 

One of the weapons is be- 
lieved to have been used for a 
street murder in Brixton, south 
London, in April 1997. Another 
was fired by a youth in Man- 
chester at police officers in the 
Moss Side district 

Others were found during 
raids on drug stronghouses in 


Manchester Mitchell was re- , 
arrested in October 1997 and5p . 
MAC-lOs were found at his- 
workshop. 

Police discovered during a. 
search of his run-down ter- 
raced house in Brighton that 
their target shared his fasci- 
nation for firearms with a group 
of gun groupies. 

With up to 12 other men 
Mitchell was part of a pseudo- 
SAS-style organisation known 
as the Black Shods, who 
dressed in black boiler-suits, 
and webbing. The men had 
fake police identification cards, - 
which they used to travel the 
world, including the United . 
States, Germany, the Nether- 
lands and Belgium, entering po- “ 
lice shooting competitions..- 
Videos and photographs were 
discovered of them competing 
fon and on occasions winning, 
trophies. 

The police also discovered 
that Mitchell had been thrown 
out of the Sussex Police’s vol- 
unteer unifor med Specials in 
1993 after his gun connections 
came to light 

After Mitchell's guilty ideas ; 
at the Old Bailey in London on . 
Tuesday be was remanded m f 
custody and will be sentenced i 
on 19 February, when he could 
get a maximum jaH term of 10 .2 
years. 

Detective Constable Cliff 
Purvis, of the National Crime ' 
Squad, said: “Some of the 
weapons which bore the 
Mitchell ‘signature’ marie have 
been used in tunings and to fire 
at police. 

“Fm sure he was one of the . 
major contributors to illegal 
firearms in this country - he * 
was a big fish, there’s no ques- • 
tion of that” 


Meat shortage 
fears in strike 
test for Blair 


THE SUPPLY of meat to shops 
faces severe disruption after 
slaughterhouse inspectors 
voted yesterday to strike, spark- 
ing what will be the first national 
dispute between public ser- 
vants and the Government 
Union leaders warned that 
the stoppages would have an im- 
mediate impact on supplies and 
attacked the Government for in- 
terfering in pay negotiations. 

While the industrial action, 
due to start within the next fort- 
night, will involve only 1,000 in- 
spectors it will be difficult to 
process meat for human con- 
sumption without them. They 
voted for a series of one, two 
and three-day strikes. The in- 
spectors examine beef, lamb, 
pork and poultry carcasses be- 
fore they are released from 
abattoirs and sold to super- 
markets and butchers. 

The conflict is a key test of 
ministers’ attitudes towards 
unions and comes when rela- 
tions between union leaders 
and Tbny Blair seemed to be 
improving. 

Senior officials at the public 
service union Unison com- 
plained that the Treasury and 
the Cabinet Office intervened in 
talks at the eleventh hour last 
year to insist that there should 
be no salary increase unless 
there was a productivity agree- 
ment Despite a government 
commitment to “social part- 
nership", the union has not 
been invited to talks over 
staffing. 

In the result announced yes- 
terday - and predicted in The 
Independent - some 61 per 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


cent of Unison members em- 
ployed by the Meat Hygiene 
Service voted for action in a 
turnout of 57 per cent - rela- 
tively high for such a ballot 

Keith Sonnet assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the union, 
called for fresh talks with man- 
agement but warned that in- 
dustrial action would begin 
before 2 February unless there 
was a satisfactory settlement 

Inspectors wifi be called out 
on a 24-hour strike initially, but 
the stoppages will then be ex- 
tended to last two and three 
days. 

The 12-month-old dispute is 
over a 3.65 per cent increase on - 
basic wages imposed on the in- 
spectors by management after 
negotiations broke down last 
year Hie union is seeking an in- 
crease of at least 4.7 per cent 
to match rises elsewhere in the 
Mtoishy of Agriculture Fish- 
eries and Food. Employees’ 
representative initially claimed 
a rise of 5 per cent or £650 a • 
year; whichever was greater: 

The officials are paid a may , 
jmum of £15,000 basic salary 
but can earn up to £25,000 if 
work 60 hours a week. 

Johnston McNeill chief ex- 
ecutive of the Meat Hygiene 
Service, has written to local au- 
thorities uiging them to deploy 
^^ownental health officers to 
abattoirs in the event of walk- 
outs. However most of the 
council employees are Unison 
members and are being urged 
not to break the strikes. 
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Smith: Ours is the best millennium 
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BRITAIN’S PLANS for celebrat- 
ing the millennium are the 
most ambitious in the world. 
Chris Smith said yesterday. 
But the festivities wfll not suc- 
ceed unless the British people 
throw their hearts into them, 
warned the Secretary of State 
for Culture. 

More than £2bn is being 
spent by the Millennium Com- 
mission on projects that will 
open across the country at a 
rate of one a week from now 
until the end of 2000. 

Mr Smith said the celebra- 
tions would make the UK the 
“global capital oi the millenni- 
um” and earn it more than 
£&5bn from increased tourism. 

‘‘The scale and quality of the 
enterprise ... is unparalleled.” 
he said. “We’ve got further. 
Easter in preparing for this year 
of celebration than any other 
country, and every time I go 
around the world, meeting my 
colleagues in other govern- 
ments, they say how much they 
admire what we have done.” 

But with preparations in 
place and with less than a year 
to go, Mr Smith said the British 
people had to support the am- 


By Louise Jury 

bilious plans. “The millennium 
is nothing if it does not cany a 
significance in people's hearts. 
People will not get involved in 
activities just for the sake of it," 
he said. “They will do so be- 
cause they realise that the mil- 
lennium is an extraordinary 
moment in time and, as such, 
offers the ideal opportunity to 
undertake something new, pos- 
itive and interesting.” 

Mr Smith said that he was 
“absolutely confident” the Mil- 
lennium Dome and the Jubilee 
Line underground extension, 
which is due to carry hundreds 
of thousands of visitors to the 
Dome, would be completed in 
time. 

He said the Dome account- 
ed for only one-fifth of the 
Millennium Commission’s 
spending. There was one cap- 
ital project for every 30 square 
miles of the country, including 
the Dynamic Earth vxsitorcen- 
tre on geology and evolution in 
Scotland, which was awarded 
n5ra. and a national space sci- 
ence centre in Leicester; which 
was granted £23.2 m. Smaller 




What About the Rest? 

US: Has founded the White House Millennium Council to 
celebrate the accomplishments of "this American century" 
and convey its heritage to future 
generations. Plans include; Con- 
necting every classroom to the In- 
ternet; three-year preservation 
plan for the national archives; a 
free, year-long artistic festival at 

. the Kennedy Center; tripling the 

size of the Peace Corps volunteers global learning part- 
nership programme 

Australia: Millennium postponed to 2001 because of the 
Sydney Olympics in 2000; massive waterfront party 
planned for New Year's Eve 
New Zealand: Celebrations are focused on the east 
coast town of Gisborne, on the North Island, where the 
first sunrise of 2000 (after the 
tiny nearby island of Pitt) will be 
over Mount Hikurangi. Events in- 
clude: A Pacific tall ships festival; 
a 1.000km First To The Sun bicy- 
cle ride For 2.000 people from 
Auckland to Gisborne; a festival 
o F Maori culture and contemporary music. In Auckland, 
the city's millennium project group is staging a series of 
concerts 

Germany: No special celebrations planned 

Brazil: Extra spectacular fireworks display on Copacabana 

beach 

France: The state is setting aside 400 million francs 
(about £36m). boosted with money from local authorities 
and business sponsors to cele- 
brate. Plans include: A ' 
mass picnic on Bastille Day; a se- 
ries of science seminars; concerts 
along the length of the Paris 
ringroad; grants to 1 0 young in- 
ventors 


awards rf about £2,000 are to be 
given to more than 40,000 peo- 
ple for local educational, envi- 
ronmental and community 
projects. Some of the first re- 
cipients will meet the Prime 
Minister today. 

The British economy was 
also benefiting from the jobs 
boost created by many of the 
projects. Mr Smith said. TWO 
thousand people are building 
the Dome, for example, and an- 
other 5,000 will be employed 
during the year it is open. 

The Secretary of State for 
Culture was speaking to an 
audience representing organ- 
isations preparing foryear 2000 
celebrations. It was his first ap- 
pearance with his full team of 

millennium minister s, mriuriing 
Lord Falconer of Thoroton, 
Peter Manddson’s successor in 
charge of the Dome project 
“We have just 346 days to get it 
right but 1 am absolutely sure 
we wilt” Mr Smith said. 

Figures from the British 
Tourist Authority predict that 
the annual total of overseas vis- 
itors will increase from 255 mil- 
lion in 1997 to 27.5 million in 
2000, spending £14.7bn. 
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The Secretary of State for Culture, Chris Smith, says he is 'absolutely confident* the Millennium Dome will be ready by 2000 John Voos 
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> Fate of ‘Alcatraz’ 
prison in doubt 


THE FUTURE of die £3m unit 
designed to hold the most dan- 
gerous prisoners in England 
and Whies was hanging in the 
balance last night after a legal 
challenge by two inmates. 

A London High Court judge 
reserved judgment after hear- 
ing that two armedrobbere had 
been sent “unlawfully and un- 
fairly” to foe unit at Woodh£D 
prison, Mflton Keynes, Buck- 
inghamshire, which is known as 

“Alcatraz". 

Lawyers for Rifat Mehmet 
and Sean O’Connor said Wbod- 
MffscksesupaTOsmceutehad 

been described as a “brutafismg 
e n viron m ent". The basic regime 


mattresses and go without boobs 
and other perscwual possessions. 
Afl privileges must be earned by 

good behaviour 

If the inmates are success- 
ful in their legal challenge the 
Prison Service wffl be forced to 
conduct an overhaul of how the 
uni t is used and which offend- 
ers are referred there. 

The conditions have con- 
cerned Sir David Ramsboth- 
am, the Chief Inspector of 


BY IAN BURBELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

Prisons, and Stephen Shaw the 
director of the Prison Reform 
Trust, who described them as 
“barren” and “cruel”. 

Mehmet and O’Connor are 
serving 27 years and 12 years re- 
spectively. The unit also hous- 
es notorious prisoners such as 


son, who changed his name to 
that of the American actor; and 
foe kidnapper Michael Sams. 

The court was told Mehmet 
spent 23 hours a day locked in 
Ms cefl. A psychiatrist had con- 
cluded that Ms continued de- 
tention in the unit would 
“produce psychotic symptomsin 
the extreme”. 

The centre, wMcb was 
opened last February, is com- 
bined with two other mats at 
Hidl and Durham prisons to pro- 
vide 53 places Gm- the na>st vio- 
lent inmates, wifo about 30 held 
atWoodhOL 

Outside the High Court, Phil 
Wheatley a senior Prison Service 
official, said the unit was be- 
coming “better and safer”. 


The Photographs of HG Ponting 

SCOTT’S LAST EXPEDITION TO THE ANTARCTIC 
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A new illustrated history 
of H0 Ponting - the 
photographer who 
accompanied Scott 
to the Antarctic. 

Sotgcousfy illustrated 
hardback containing same 
previously unpunished 
Antarctic photographs 
and includes Ponting* 
early work in Japan, 

China and India. 

Available only through the 
Discovery Gallery. Pm* 

£19.50 plus C3J>0 p&P- 

To order your copy call or fax today 
Tel: 0181 543 4238 • Fax: 0181 543 4545 
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2 YEARS FREE SERyiCING AYAlLABLE ON ALL-NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS CARS REGISTERED BY 3 1st JANUARY 1999 


With a choice of 1 .6i saloon or 1 .8i Itfcback, the sleek new Avensis SE boasts alloy wheels, air conditioning and radio/CD player as well as 2 years 
free servicing and a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. That’s on top of twin front and side airbags, ABS, power front windows and mirrors and remote . 
control central locking. Yet surprisingly it starts from just £13.495. Prospective buyers should contact us immediately. Before we change our minds. 

the car in front is a 

TELEPHONE 0800 777 555 www.toyota.co.uk ^2/ « ^ ^ 

FREE SERVICING OFFER COVERS 2 YEARS {2 SERVICES! ON ALL NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS CARS REGISTERED BETWEEN 16 DECEMBER 1 998 ANP 31 JANUARY 1999 AND EXCLUDES ESTABLISHED FLEET OPERATORS, DIPLOMATIC 
TAX FREE AND SPECIAL SALES PURCHASE SCHEMES. MODa SHOWN AVENSIS 1.61 SE 4 DOOR WITH OPTIONAL LUCERNE SILVER METALLIC PAINT AT £249, TOTAL PRICE £13.744. MODEL SHOWN SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY; 









BRITAIN'S BIGGEST IN LAUNDRY, DISHWASHERS & REFRIGERATION 



EXTRA DISCOUNTS 


WASHING 

MACHINES 


SAVE <130 



SAVE 

A TOTAL OF 

<40 


CREDA 

larmnnpia 

1000 Spin 
Washing ' 
Machine 

■ 27 programme 
combinations. 

■ Economy wash 


■ Deep wash 


Model 17086 
Was £289.99. 
In-store Price 
£259.99. 

6 MONTHS 


FREE OPTION 4 


VOUCHER PRICE 


HOTPOINT 1100 Spin 'Aquarius' 
Wasting Had 
Model wm 
was £41*95. was 

£37949. Was 059.99. 

10 MOUTHS INTHIEST FREE OPTION* 

HOOVER iboo spin 

washing Machine murk 

Model AE1 30. Pfl m 

Was £44*99. RII Irl/Ma 

Was £ 42 939. ^ ^ J Wg 
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SERVIS 

900 Spin «i£r 

Washing Machine KT1 4QQ 
Model M3108. Pi II f IT] 

Was £219.99. M 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


DISCOUNT 


WigflmWVtogCT-ft.lA Si'a Tgg J 

IMW* hut GJ131 6 NORTHS H1BBT HTH OFIKM* 


tlUUVtn EHB0 ngiwMaama 
«m Spin •Pwfwns EW ypUB| n«W» 
Wnhlng Madilw Model H.'Tll ,/ /Mm 
A0IOO. Was £329.99 Bfi l *-"1 
Kurort Price £299 99 * MM» BTHBT RB OPTOT 


WASHER AND 
TUMBLE DRYERS 


H OTPO I NTlOOO Spin ‘Aquarius' 

Washing Machine HW~ caummc 

AAA 

Was aiftW.lte £33999. R*T|1 f/MMoi 
inswre Price £32999 tfcdt/ai 

10 MONTHS INTEREST RIS OPTION* 

ZANUSSI 1050 Spin 

Washing Maddne sauna 

33 programmes. HTV AAA 

Model E151183W EVlllr/MHltt 
Was £35*97. 

Was £329.99. 6 MOUTHS BtlBBT USE 0Pnm« 

ZANUSSI 1 200 Spin 

Washing Machine WBSKTmotarma 
Modd FJ1Z96. HP«H| AAA 

W^£34999. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FRB OPTION* 




SAVE i90 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY 


7 DAYS 
AWEEK 
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HOOVER 

1100 Spin 
Washer Dryer 

■ 14 Programmes. 

■ Economy Option. 

■ Crease Guard 


■ Prewash. 
Model WAlio. 
Was £44*99. 
Was £359.99. 
In-store Price 
£349.99. 

10 MONTHS 
INTEREST 


FREE OPTION 4 


SERVIS 

1200 Spin Whsher Dijar 
Model M93T2. 

Was £369.99. irmore 

Pike 039.99. « M0NIHS WIBSST RE OPIUM* 
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HOOVER 


ISCOUNT 


CANDY 

10Si Reverse Action 
Tumble 


Was £159 99. In-store Price £139.99. 


SAVE 

i TOTAL 0= 



SHWASHE 



DAYS 
ONLY! 


FRIDGE 
FREEZERS 


SAVE 


UP TO 
A TOTAL 
OF 


SAVE 

A TOTAL Or 

£130 


FREE OPTION* 


P!T 


I 
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BOSCH 

1000 Spin Washing Machine 

H ‘A* Rated Wash Performance. 

■ 21 Programmes. 

■ Auto Water Level Adjustment 

■ Intensive stains option. 

Model WFF2001GB. 

Was £54999 

In-swte Price £499.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


INDESIT 


ZANUSSI Fufl Size Dishwasher 

Fufl Size Dishwasher 
Model DG6100. 

HBM SALE MCE 

In ma 

Was £3 3M9-. 


Was £S6M9. 

Was £239.99. 

Fiji £21939 

Was D99J9. 

In-Store Pnce C7999. 


G MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


WHIRLPOOL 


ZANUSSI 1250 Spin washer Dryer 
34 Programmes. sauna 

Model WJ51397W. FAA 

Was £58*97. 

was £549.99. HMWfa/jB 

10 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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FRIDGES & 
FREEZERS 


SAVE »f 40 





WHIRLPOOL 

5.7 cu.ft. 

Larder Fridge 

■ Adjustable 
shelves. 

■ 2 salad crispers. 
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LG 
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Model AST 08. 
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ARISTON 

Luxtoaab 1100 Spin 'Advantage' 
Washing Machine 

■ ‘A’ Rated Wash Performance. 

■ 23 Programmes. ■ Variable Thermostat 

■ Anti-crease facility. 

■ Rinse hold button. 

■ Delicate; wash cyde. 

■ Extra rinse facility. 

■ Detergent recycling system. 

Model A1 100. Wes £379.99. 

6 MONTHS I N I WE S T FREE OPTION* 
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PACKAGE DEAL 
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Model WM52msi. 
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LARGE CAPACITY 
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LG 16.8 cu.ft. American Style Frost-Free Fridge Freezer 

■ Multi Air Flow System. ■ Height Adjustable Shelves 
Model GR572TVF. Was £649.99. 

In store Price £599.99. 
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The aircraft-carrier ‘USS Enterprise’, which isjoWngrSfbreTi 


m the Adriatic, providiag additional means for a possible rescue of monitors i 
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DESPITE YESTERDAY’S an- 
nouncement of the despatch of 
more ships and warplanes to 
the Adriatic and a halving of the 
readiness time for air attacks, 
there is stiD some way to go be- 
fore the West resorts to force 
against President Milosevic to 
end the Kosovo crisis. 

The arrival in particular of 
Nato's Strike Force South, in- 
cluding the US aircraft-carrier 
Enterprise, will increase al- 
lied firepower and provide ad- 
ditional means for rescuing the 
700 monitors from the Organi- 
sation for Security and Co-op- 
eration in Europe (OSCE; in 
Kosovo before any military ac- 
tion. But British officials said 
“this does not mean that air 
Strikes are imminen t " 

The mood is different from 
October, when B-52 bombers 


By Rupert Cornwell 

had their engines running, 
waiting to take off from British 
airfields. Acutely conscious of 
the lack of a “day-after" strat- 
egy the major powers are today 
stressing more vigorously the 
need for a political solution - 
even though that has never 
looked more remote. 

The dilemma is simple but 
deadly: what happens when 
you have bombed Yugoslav 
army installations and equip- 
ment, and perhaps solidified 
Serb popular support behind 
Mr Milosevic, while hastening 
Kbsoro’s moves towards the foil 
independence which you ab- 
solutely do not want? 

Thus the “twin-track” ap- 
proach, as it is nowheing pack- 
aged: the pursuit of a political 
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settlement and simultaneous 
preparation of militaiy action 
should all else fail. And. as 
Tbny Blair acknowledged yes- 
terday for the first time, this 
might have to include deploy- 
ment of Nato ground troops. 

But the underlying question 
is the same as when the ethnic 
Albanian insurrection in Koso- 
vo burst upon the world's at- 
tention almost a year ago: will 
Mr Milosevic make the political 
concessions necessary to avert 
the use of force? 

There are three immediate 
de m a nds of the Yugoslav pres- 
ident: he must permit outside 
investigation of the massacre at 
Racak, rescind the expulsion 
order against William Walker, 
head of the monitors, and re- 
cfoce his forces in Kosovo to the 
levels of February 1998, as stip- 
ulated in the October ceasefire 
deal with the US envoy Richard 
Holbrooke. 

At the time, that part of the 
agreement was never spelt out 
precisely; but Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, told the 
Commons this week that 12 
army and special police com- 
panies were "out of barracks” 
t ie in the field, suppressing eth- 
nrc Albanian “terrorists n, com- 
pared with a maximum of three 
companies agreed in October 
The next add test of Mr 
Milosevic's intentions comes 
today, when he is to meet Knut 
Vollebaek, the Norwegian For- 
eign Minister and chairman of 
OSCE. He will stress that the 


50-odd member-countries all 
approved Mr Walker’s ap- 
pointment, and were adamant 
he should stay on. 

As the military track pro- 
ceeds, so does the diplomatic. 
Officials from the Contact 
Group of leading powers will 
discuss the crisis in London to- 
morrow, and shortly thereafter 
their ministers will meet Only 
then, at the earliest would miT - 
itaiy strikes be undertaken. 

But as in October; the group 
is divided. The US is the most 
forthright in threatening mili- 
tary action, while Russia re- 
mains adamantly opposed. 
Britain, France, Germany a rd 
Italy are somewhere in be- 
tween. Now as then, hope per- 
sists in European capitals that 
Moscow, whose deputy fo reign 
minister is in Belgrade, will 
have some influence on the 
Yugoslav leader. 

But few nurture illusions: 
“Milosevic will push to the very 
brink before giving ground,” 
one diplomat predicted after the 
alliance's top generals came 
back empty-handed from Bel- 
grade on Tuesday. 

And what, for instance, if he 
permits Mr Walker to stay, and 
even allows in war-crimes in- 
vestigators - but presses on 
with his crackdown none the 
less? Would that satisfy the 
West? Only one thing is certain: 
that no one is more skilled 
than Mr Milosevic at playing 
upon his opponent’s own divi- 
sions and uncertainties. 
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A DEFIANT William Walker, 
head of the International Mon- 
itoring Mission in Kosovo, re- 
i turned to his headquarters 
yesterday apparently intent on 
ignoring a Yugoslav order to 
leave the country later today. 

“IPs good to be back," Mr 
Wtilker declared as he arrived 
fa the regional capital Pristina. 
He had earlier been advised by 
the chairman of the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Co-oper- 
ation in Europe, Knut 
Vollebaek, that it would be 
wrong to give in to the Yu- 
goslavs “outrageous provoca- 
tion". 

But as Mr Walker strode 
into his office, ethnic Albanian 
refugees were fleeing the latest 
outbreak of fi ghting. Serbian 
special police units dashed 
^th the rebel Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army near the town of 
Mitrovica. 

Reporters saw the bodies of 
two ethnic Albanians. One was 
covered with ammunition belts, 
mid a machine gun lay by his 
side. The other was carrying a 
pistol 

Rebels said they opened fire 
after Serb forces shelled the 
nearby village of Vraganica. 
Dozens of frightened ethnic 
Albanian civilians fled the fight- 
fag aboard horse-drawn carts 
as the two sides exchanged 
semi-automatic and machine 


By Paul Wood 


gun fire. The Serb media also 
reported that a Serb mother 
and her two children were in- 
jured before dawn yesterday 
when a mortar exploded on 
their home in a village near 
Sipotfe: One child, a 14-year-old 
girl was seriously wounded. 

Refugees were last night 
struggling through knee deep 
winter mud across the hillside 
fa central Kosovo. One woman 
carried a young child on her 
shoulders. As KLA fighters 
went the other way many of the 
refugees made victory signs 

"The police came earfy in the 
morning," one distraught 
woman said. “Wfe didn't have 
time to get dothes for children. 
Vfe just ran.” Everywhere there 
was hope that NATO would in- 
tervene, along with disap- 
pointment about the 
international community’s ac- 
tions so far 

“flfe expected to have to suf- 
fer for a free Kosovo,” said one 
KLA fighter; “but we did not ex- 
pect to be betrayed by the 
West” 

The chief U.N. war crimes 
prosecutor; Louise Arbour; left 
neighbouring Macedonia yes- 
terday for The Hague, Nether- 
lands, after having been 
refused permission twice in 
two days to enter Yugoslavia. 
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Clinton adulation 


eclipses the trial 


STILL ON trial in the Senate for 
his job and his legacy. President 
Bill Clinton was riding higher 
yesterday than at almost any 
other time in his six-year pres- 
idency after a triumphant State 
of the Union address on Tues- 
day night and an impressive de- 
fence from his lead lawyer; 
Charles Ruff, in the Senate 
that afternoon. As his lawyers 
prepared for the second day of 
his Senate defence, opinion 
polls showed his job approval 
rate soaring, to 70 per cent and 
higher. 

Basking in the adulation of 
his friends and the grudging 
admiration of many foes, Mr 
Clinton turned his back on 
Washington politics for the day 
and flew to New York State and 
Pennsylvania to take his mes- 
sage of a strong America, more 
energised - as he put it - and 
more prosperous than even di- 
rect to the people. 

But even as he left Wasb- 


By Maky Dejevsky and 
Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


ington, one of the key policy pro- 
posals in his State of the Union 
address was coming voider at- 
tack from Alan Greenspan, 
chairman of the Federal Re- 
serve Board. Questioned by 
members of Congress at a 
House committee hearing, Mr 
Greenspan said he opposed 
any measure that would lead to 
funds from the United States 
state pension scheme being 
invested in stock markets. Mr 
Clinton had suggested that a 
part of the massive budget sur- 
plus be put into stocks to help 
to head off the system’s bank- 
ruptcy as the baby-boom gen- 
eration reached retirement 
Mr Greenspan, said he be- 
lieved that investment by the 
Government would cause big 
problems for the stock market 
“Because I do not believe that 


it is politically feasible to insu- 
late such huge funds from a 
governmental direction, Fm 
fearful that we wifl use those as- 
sets in a way which will create 
a lower rate of return - but even 
a greater concent that it will 
create sub-optimal use of our 
capital resources and those 
assets which create our stan- 
dard of living," he said. 

Mr Greenspan's remarks in- 
dicated an unusual divergence 
of opinion between the two 
men who are jointly credited 
with the unprecedented run of 
growth ergoyed by the US in re- 
cent years. Even though the 
ideas set out in the State of fhe 

Pnipn np> pasidgnBal 

intentions rather than nation- 
al policy, and must be en- 
shrined in Bills or the Budget 
and submitted to the Congress 
for approval, such an early re- 
jection of aproposal from so au- 
thoritative a source is rare. 

Outside Washington, how- 


ever; the fine print of Mr 
Clinton’s address was less sig- 
nificant than the overall im- 
pression it created; of a 
supremely confident President 
at the peak of his authority ex- 
ulting in the successes of his 
term and a half in office. 

There was no hmt of ary con- 
cern alxmt the fad that his au- 
dience contained fee mare than 
200 Representatives responsi- 
ble for his im peachment - in 
that very Chamber- or the 100 
Senators who are his jurors by 
day on the other side of the 
Capitol Although the constitu- 
tional process set in train by the 
allegations about Mr Clinton 
and Monica Lewinsky a year 
ago is nowin its final, and cru- 
cial, stage, there seemed not a 
cloud on the President’s hori- 
zon. Some even feared that his 
very self-assurance migh t turn 

the Senate against him- “He is 
almos t taunting them,” one 

wiTnntfntatn r Raid. 




White House counsel Cberyl MRls in August, during the early days of the Lewinsky investigation 


Reuters 
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Law team 
‘looks like 
America’ 



WHEN BILL CLINTON first 
r»m*» to office, he promised a 
Cabinet that “looks like Amer- 
ica” in its inclusion of women 
and ethnic minorities. Sx years 
latei; while he m^y not have ful- 
filled that promise to the letter; 
he has appointed m ore w om en 
and non-whites to his staff than 
arty President before him. And 
when the White House legal 
team embarked yesterday on 
the second day of the Presi- 
dent's defence before the Sen- 
ate. it was Cheryl Mills, a 33- 
year-old black woman, who 
took the floor. 

She was the orty black per- 
son, and one of barely a dozen 
women, in the whole of the 
Senate Chamber Now Deputy 
White House counsel, she has 
served in the President's legal 
team since Mr Clinton was 
elected and is friendly with two 
of the key witnesses in the 
Monica Lewinsky investigation; 
Mr CUntoo’s personal secretary 
Betty Currie, and the suave 
businessman Vernon Jordan, 
who used his influence to find 
Ms Lewinsky a job. 

She is regarded as devoted 
to the Clintons, and has at- 
tracted ferocious criticism from 
some Republicans who accuse 
her of misleading a House com- 
mittee when she testified about 
the so-called Fflegate scandal- 
the investigation into how con- 
fidential FBI files found their 
way to the White House and 
whether they were misused by 
tire Clinton campaign. 

Ms Mills is one of two 
women in the presidential legal 
team. The other is Nicole Selig- 
man, 42, who was one of Oliv- 
er North's lawyers during the 
Iran-Contra scandal and re- 
spected as a highly accom- 
plished lawyer in ter own right, 
with a rapier wit 
Adding to the impression of 
“diversity’ 1 in the Clinton de- 
fence team is the White House 
chief counsel, Charles Ruff, 
who gave the opening state- 
ment on Tuesday hum his 
wheelchair Mr Ruff- who, like 
Mr Clinton, is of humble origins 
-is a former Watergate prose- 
cutor and lawyer for Anita HOI 
in her landmark sexual ha- 
rassment case against the 
Supreme Court nominee, 
Clarence Thomas. He has been 
crippled since contracting polio 
in Africa in his youth. 

Mr Clinton's team also in- 
cludes two of the Clintons' Yale 

Law School contemporaries - 
Gregory Craig, who opened i 


By Mary Dejevsky 


brin ging and dour mann er, 
lightened with occasional flash- 
es of ultra-dry humour 
But overall the group gath- 
ered round the defence table 
presents a sharp contrast with 
the rest of the haH, which is a 
sea of men of a certain age and 
caste, all of them white, and 
most of them greying in a dis- 
tinguished manner 
There are only 10 women 
senators (out of 100) and no 
blacks, while the 435-member 
House of Representatives is 
scattered with blach, brown 
and female feces. The l&stzong 



Chari es Ruff (above) and 
Nicole Seligman 



team of prosecutors from the 
House of Representatives, 
while varied in age (from 40 to 
74) and background, is all male 
and all white. 

However the fate of Mr Clin- 

totfs defence rests with the Sen- 
ate, and today's su mming up 
will be given by a newly 
co-opted member of the team 
- the just-retired Democratic 
senator from Arkansas, Dale 
Bumpers. Silver-haired and 
distinguished, a reputed orator 
m the old style, Mr Bumpers is 
a senator's senator. 

. White House clearly- 
judged that if it was to win over 
the Senate, it had to field some- 


ypterday's session -and David one who TookS 
KendaU, Mr Clinton's personal more like the SiSte 
lawyer a man of Quaker up- America of £fay ^ 
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New NF 
prepares 
to oust 
Le Pen 
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THROUGH THE office door, 
there came the sound of cine- 
matic, martial music, a bit like 
Wagner’s Ring Cycle remixed 
for Star Wars. When she 
emerged, Bruno Magnet’s sec- 
retary said. apologetically: “We 
are doing trials for Saturday” 

“Saturday” is, to be be an oc- 
casion for reach-me-down dem- 
agoguery: dimmed lights and 
dramatic entrances Saturday is 
the start of the breakaway Na- 
tional Front congress in Marig- 
nane, near Marseilles, which 
win “depose” Jean-Marie Le 
Fen as leader of the most pow- 
erful far-right party in western 
Europe and “elect” Mr Megret 

Mr Le Fen does not see it 
that way, of course. He refers to 
theCkx^ressas a IiQ?Rit” 1 aref- 
7^ erence to Mr M6gret’s stature, 

as well (he hopes) as the rebels’ 
true strength in “his" party 
and the French electorate. 

Since the NF split in De- 
cember Mr Le Pen, 70, has lost 
none of his bombast but he has 
lost almost all his eariy battles 
with Mr M6gret “Le Chef” 
has been deserted by a large 
proportion of the party’s brains 
- its most e ff ecti v e and am- 
bitious elected officials and 
local activists - and, more 
surprisingly, its muscle - its 
brutal, boiler-suited security 
. , service! MrLe Pen retains the 
~£i party HQ, the old guard and the 
somewhat chaotic youth move- 
ment. Mr Megret, 49, claims, 
with some justification, “all the 
live forces. Everyone with any 
quality. Everyone who works 
bard.” He has also won a crit- 
ical legal battle, giv ing him the 
right to continue to use the 
party’s name, which means two 
“National Fronts” will contest 
the European elections in June. 

Mr M£gret, five feet and 
a bit, has a Napoleonic fetish . 
about size. He refused to be 
photographed in his tempo- 
rary office at the fie de France 
regional councfl. “I don't want 
to be photographed in a cup- 
board.” he said. Finally, a hug- 
er office was found, more fitting 
for the ambitions of someone, 
who believes that he can be, 

. _ some time in the new century, 
President of France. 

“The crisis in the NF is not 
a crisis of ideology or a crisis of 
pofiqy. There is no difference be- 
tween myself and Le Pen on 
ideas or values,” he said. “It’s 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

a struggle between those who 
believe the party should con- 
tinue as the vehicle for the ego 
of one man and those who be- 
lieve it should more truly rep- 
resent the interests of its 
members and voters and ... as- 
pire to power." 

Mr Megret is an unlikely 
demagogue and an unliketyna- 
tionalist His mother is Greek; 
his father was one of the first 
senior French officials in die 
European Commission. His 
wife is Russian Jewish. 

He comes from the classical 
background of the French po- 
litical insider top Parisian I 
Lycee, Ecole Polytechnique, ' 
the Gaullist RPR But he 
jumped ship in 1985 to become 
the defacto number two of the 
classical party of the outsider, 
a party he has reconstructed 
d^partement by ctepartement 
along more professional lines. 

He did not abandon the 
French establishment, he in- 
sists; it abandoned him, bysur- 
ren dering French sovereignty 
to Brussels; by allowing large- 
scale immigration 

“I can define my beliefs with 
a quotation from De Gaulle. 
'France is a country of the 
white race, the Christian reli- 
gion and Greco-Latin culture*. 
That does not mean that only 
white people or Christians 
should live here but it does 
mean that they should be the 
dominant culture. 

“I believe that the human 
race is a race whose culture de- 
pends on living in communities 
and that the two most impor- 
tant communities ... are the 
family and the nation. 1 joined 
the National Front to defend 
these values when other parties 
abandoned them.” 

It is Mr M£grefs particular 
talent to manage to sound like 
a Daily Telegraph editorial 

And what of Mr Le Pen's 
claim that Mr Mdgret and his 
followers are the true “racists” 
and “ext rem ists”. “It is false. 
Fhlse. I am not a racist I am a 
nationalist I do not believe 
that one race is inherently su- 
perior to another But I do be- 
lieve in putting the Freudi first 
in France,” said Mr M£gret 

As for MrLe Pen’s provoca- 
tively racist remarks, he re- 


Adopt a Cub for 
Valentine’s Day 

and help WSPA save bears from cruelty. 

Guler was found wand wing the streets of Istanbul. 
Hunters probably shot her mother so Guler could be 
taught to ‘dance* for tourists. With her brother Erol, 
she’s now safe at WSRA’s 
bear sanctuary. You can 
help keep these cubs safe 
y& by adopting them as a 
* Valentine’s gift For £15 
we’ll send you an adoption 
certificate, two photos of the 
cubs and their story. For 
£25 you’ll get ail these, 
plus a video of the cubs 
playing. Please help WSPA 
protect bears worldwide. 
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Bruno M6gret is an unlikely demagogue and an unlikely nationalist. He believes he can be President some time In the new century 


□ounces them, but feels the 
need to add: “It is ... a fact that, 
if you examine the prison pop- 
ulation of France, you will find 
that one third of the prisoners 
are foreigners, one third are im- 
migrants of recent date, and 
one third are French. 

“I don’t say that to prove that 


the Arabs or Africans are more 
criminal than any other people. 
Only that if you have a large im- 
migrant population, removed 
from their own cultures, they 
will be fragile economically and 
sodalty and more likely to com- 
mit crimes.” 

On this basis, Mr Megret 


favours draconian new poli- 
cies to “send home” immi- 
grants who misbehave land 
their families). He even favours 
the removal of French citizen- 
ship from any immigrant who 
commits a crime within 10 
years of naturalisation. 

However Mr Mggret’s fig- 


ures are false. The proportion 
of foreigners in French jails is 
23 per cent and falling. Of these, 
only half come from the classic, 
African and North African 
groups. Many others are Eu- 
ropeans. There are no statistics 
to divide the 77 per cent 
“French” prison population. 


There has been a tendency, 
both in France and abroad, to 
overestimate Jean-Marie Le 
Pen. He was ultimately trapped 
by his role as a malevolent po- 
litical jester rather than a se- 
rious man of power. There has 
been a parallel tendency to un- 
derestimate Mr M§greti even 


AIostairMtUer 

Mr Le Pen made this mistake. 

He does not have the charis- 
ma of Mr Le Pen: be does not 
have Le Chefs ability to unite 
all the tribes of the French far 
right But he is capable of tak- 
ing the extreme nationalist ten- ' 
dency into the next century with 
a modern, plausible image. 
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A REASON 
TO BUY AN ALFA 145, HERE'S 4. 


Not that you need them. The Alfa 145 1.6 
Junior has been described as. one of the most 
distinctive 3 door hatchbacks on the road. With 
its unique 120 bhp, Twin Spark 16V engine, you'll 
find it's more powerful and efficient than ever. 

It's also more attractive, with 15" alloy 
wheels, electric windows and door mirrors, 
leather steering wheel and gear knob, remote 
central locking, front fog lights, 6 speaker 
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radio cassette, alarm and immobiliser. 

It's a- car whose looks and performance are 
only matched by its safety features, which 
include AB5, driver's airbag and side impact 
bars. All this for just £14,495* and you're left 
with far more than 4 reasons to buy an Alfa 
145. In fact there's more than enough reasons to 
take one for a test drive. To organise one, simply 
call 0800 718000 for your nearest dealer. 
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POL POT committed suicide last 
year after learnin g his Khmer 
Rouge rivals had offered to 
hand him over for trial on geno- 
cide charges, a Hong Kong 


BY TERESA POOLE 

in P e kin g 


A Khmer Rouge soldier stands near the body of Pol Pot on the Thai-Cambodlan border the day after he died 


But the US turned down the 
chance three weeks earlier to 
take the former Khmer Rouge 
leader into custody, because It 
had not prepared a legal basis 
on which to arrest and by him. 

The former Cambodian 
leadeq Mamed for the deaths of 
1 million of his countrymen, is 
said by the Fbr Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review to have taken an 
overdose of tranquillisers and 
anti-malarial pills at a Khmer 
Rouge stronghold on the Thai 
border. He died on 15 April 
1998, aged 73. 

His associates said he died 
ofa heart attack but within days 
Thai intelligence sources said 
it was poison and that it u got 
into his body with his consent", 
according to a Reuters report 


at the time. No autopsy was 
done before the body was cre- 
mated and until now no one had 
come up with a detailed sce- 
nario of the circumstances sur- 
rounding the death Before the 
cremation the Thai army took 
samples of bain skin and fin- 
gerprints. 

Yesterday’s Far Eastern 
Economic Review article was 
by Nate Thayer; who has con- 
sistently scooped the world on 
Khmer Rouge reports. Ac- 
cording to what he says are im- 
peccable sources, Ta Mok, the 
one-legged rival Khmer Rouge 
military commander who cap- 
tured toe ailing Pol Pot and his 
entourage in 1997, offered to 
hand him over to the US for trial 
just before his death 

Mr Thayer said that on 25 
March 1998 “the Khmer Rouge 
made a decision and contacted 


the Americans to turn him over 

but toe Americans turned them 
down. They had no legal basis 
to arrest and detain him”. 

The Review said Washing- 
ton scrambled to establish 
grounds for an arrest and to 
find a country where a trial 
could take place for the carnage 
during the Khmer Rouge's 
1975-79 rule, but “Brother 
Number One” was dead before 
preparations were complete. 

He had discovered Ta Mob’s 
plan when listening to a Voice 
of America radio broadcast, 
and killed himself, said Mr 
Thayer “Pol Pot died of a lethal 
dose of a combination ofVfeliurn 
and chloroquine.” 

In the days before the suidde 

US officials had been consult- 
ing T hailan d and other coun- 
tries about capturing him but 
did not itself pLan such a move, 
according to reports at the 
tone. However Pol Pot pre- 
sumably knew he was likely to 


Euro fraud 
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inquiry runs 
into trouble 


THE FUTURE of Europe’s new 
fraud investigation committee 
was thrown into doubt yester- 
day as senior MEPs rejected as 
“unsupportable” moves to 
allow the “great and good” to 
preside over the inquiry. 

The European Parliament’s 
second largest political group 
demanded that the “wise per- 
sons” should be made up ex- 
clusively of judges, official 
auditors or prosecuting mag- 
istrates with a track record in 
fraud investigation. 

The committee of inquiry is 
the centrepiece of a compro- 
mise deal struck last week in 
Strasbourg after a clash be- 
tween the Parliament and the 
European Commission over 
fraud allegations. 

A dispute over its composi- 
tion could delay the process of 
setting it up and derail its tight 
timetable, destabilising the 
fragile agreement 

The manoeuvring followed 
speculation about the compo- 
sition of the committee, due to 
Inquire Into Irregularities in 
programmes presided over by 
two European commissioners, 
Edith Cresson and Manuel 
Marin, and produce a prelimi- 
nary report by 15 March. 

Potential nominees being 
discussed among socialist 
MEPs and in the Commission 
include the former European 
commissioners Etienne Davi- 
gnon and Peter Sutherland, 
and two figures involved in the 
preparation for monetary 
union: Nigel Wicks, the former 
chairman of toe monetary com- 
mittee, and Alexander Lam- 
falussy. who presided over the 
European Monetary Institute. 

Although confusion sur- 


By Stephen castle 
in Brussels 


M 


rounds the procedures for ap- 
pointing the committee, Com- 
mission sources said they 
expect two members to be 
nominated by them, two by the 
Parliament, and a chair ap- 
pointed by mutual agreement 

It emerged, however; that 
centre-right MEPs may de- 
mand the right for Parliament 
to appoint all the members - a 
move one political rival de- 
scribed as an attempt to “sab- 
otage" toe process. 

James Provan, chief whip for 
the European People's Party, 
the Parliament’s second largest 
grouping, said the idea of ex- 
commissioners sittingm judge- 
ment was “completely 
unsupportable". He added: 
“They must have nothing to do 
with the institution concerned 
Whoever is appointed must be 
seen to be independent and fair- 
minded This would include 
judges and members of the 
Court of Auditors.” 

James Elies, the party’s rep- 
resentative on the Parliament's 
budget control committee, said: 
“You do not normally give the 
body you are inquiring into the 
right to nominate those doing 
the investigation. 

“The membership will have 
to be approved by Parliament 
on 8 February. To then expect 
their report to be available in 
li languages by 15 March is 
laughable.” 

Other political groups in the 
Parliament, including the 
Greens and the Liberal De- 
mocrats. are on record as being 
highly critical of the investiga- 
tion procedure. 
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Freetown left 
without food 


EMERGENCY FOOD and med- 
icines are unable to reach 
Sierra Leone's war- battered 
capital Freetown, aid workers 
said yesterday. The shipments 
are held up by security fears 
and logistical problems. 

An aid ship carrying 18,000 
tons of rice from Italy was wait- 
ing off Freetown and could 
land the first significant food 
consignment since fi ghtin g en- 
gulfed the city two weeks ago. 

“The captain says he wants 
guarantees of security before 
he will come to port," said 
a source at Ecomog, the 
Nigerian-led West African force 
defending toe capital from the 
Revolutionary United Front 

Ecomog said on Tuesday it 
had cleared the rebels from the 
Kissy port area, and its officers 
said yesterday they were 
putting in place security for aid 
ships. 


By Jeff Koinange 
in Freetown 


But aid agencies in the re- 
gional centre in Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast were more guarded 
“Even if we have security, lo- 

gistics will be a major problem,” 
said a spokesman for the World 
Food Programme (WFP). 

Fbreign relief workers who 
fled two weeks ago have not yet 
returned. Local workers who 
stayed behind are trying to 
function without communica- 
tions equipment confiscated 
by Ecomog, which accuses 
them of spying for the rebels. 

Aid agencies have said that 
famine and disease could 
sweep through the city’s pop- 
ulation of about 1 milli on The 
city has not even counted its 
dead from a battle that began 
with an RUF rebel assault on 
6 January. (Reuters ) 


be captured or handed over to 
face genocide charges. 

The question of an interna- 
tional tribunal to try former 
Khmer Rouge leaders is very 
much a live issue at toe mo- 
ment following toe surrender 
last month of two Pol Pot 
henchmen, Khieu Samphan 
andNuonChea. 

Since they gave themselves 
up they have been given a VIP 
tour of the Cambodian capital 
Phnom Penh, and appeared at . 
a press conference at which 
they said they were sorry for . 
their roles in toe deaths under 
the Khmer Rouge. "Let by- 
gones be bygones,” said Khi eu 
Samphan. 

The Cambodian Prime Min- 
ister; Hun Sen, at first hinted 
that a trial of the two, men 

mi gh t not be in the interests of 
national reconciliation but re- 
cently said he supported legpl 
action against toe remaining 
Khmer Rouge leaders. 
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Legacy of the Raj : fine railways and lousy borders 


THIS IS a border with no 


Frontline 


town with no frontier Al though 

the dusty fences at Cfaaman 
supposedly mark a division, 
with the low; vide desert plain 
around them officially split be- 
tween Pakistan and Afghan- 
istan, no one pretends that 
the border is where either 
country starts or ends. 

From the Pakistani side, 
Chaman is approached from 
the city of Quetta - once, with 
its cool mountain climate and 
jasmine-scented air; one of the 
most prized posting, of British 
India. The border is 80 miles 
away, but Afghanistan starts al- 
most the moment one leaves 
the town. The ordered lines of 
the army barracks dissolve 
into sheep markets and 
bazaars, potholes start to ap- 
pear in the previously smooth 
road and burqas - the hooded 
cloak that women traditional-' 
ly wear while outdoors in 
Afghanistan - begin to multi- 
ply by the roadside. 

The road winds through a 
contorted, sun-bleached land- 
scape pitted and hununocked 
with dunes, bluffs and gullies. 


CHAMAN, PAKiSTANI-AFCHAN FRONTIER 


It runs straight over craggy 
plains where small villages 
keep their mud-walled bouses 
grouped together for defence. 

Then the road climbs the 
8,000ft Khojak pass. Half-way 
up are the barracks of the 
55th Pishin Scouts’ light In- 
fen try Regiment its officers’ 
mess and stores. At toe very 
crest of the pass, a surreal 
signpost points the way to 
“solitude hut". 

Chaman itself sits in the 
middle of a plain in a perpetu- 
al shroud of sandstorms. The 
town may be just inside Pak- 
istan but for hundreds of miles 
in every direction the people 
share a common ethnic stock, 
language, religion and culture. 

They even share a land- 
scape - there is little change 
in the dusty, rock-strewn 
desert until you reach the Ara- 
bian Sea to the south, the irri- 
gated fields of the Indus 
hundreds of miles to the east 
or the mountains to the north. 

The only border Chaman 



marks is the boundary be- 
tween two tribes - the Pathans 
and the Balochis. But the axis 
erf that division lies at right an- 
gles to the frontier recognised 
on the map. 

Even the home secretary in 
Quetta - the second-most se- 
nior civil servant in the 
province - admits the frontier, 
effectively created as the west- 
ern boundary of British India, 
is a farce; “It is an imaginar y 
border. You Britishers built 
us good railways but gave 


us some lousy boundaries." 

One such railway still runs 
from Quetta to Chaman. Al- 
most all the passengers fertile 
five-hour ride are taking the 
cheapest if slowest form of 
transport to or from Afghan- 
istan. The locals completely 
ignore the border and are al- 
lowed to cross it with few 
checks. To most it is an irrita- 
tion, little more. 

To others, howevec the bor- 
der provides a livelihood. 
Astride his motorbike in the 
biggest of the town’s bazaars 
Mohammed Ayub Achakzai - 
known as one of Chaman’s 
biggest smugglers - laughs 
when asked how he makes his 
living. “I am just a trader and 
business is good. Big money, 
big money.” He lays a fat index 
finger beside an acne-pitted 
nostril and winks. 

With heavy tariffs imposed 
on goods entering from Afghan- 
istan, smugglers can make 
huge profits bringing in every- 
thing from air-conditioning 
units to wood. The most prof- 
itable cargo smuggled through 
Chaman, however is heroin. 

JASON BURKE 



Two Afghans on the border at Chaman. Locals see the border as little more than an irritant Jason Burke 





Chinese 
jail man 
for ‘Net 
dissent’ 


By Teresa Poole 
in Peking 


CHINA JAILED a Shanghai 
computer entrepreneur yes- 
terday for two years for sup- 
plying a US-based dissident 

ma garmp with 3/innn main lan d 
e-mail addresses. 

Lin Hai, 30, who acted for 
business, not political, motives, 
becomes the first known per- 
son punished by China in con- 
nection with dissent on the 
Internet 

China is cracking down in an 
attempt to increase supervision 
over how the Internet is used. 
The number of mainland In- 
ternet accounts has soared 
from 12 million in July to 2.1 
million according to figures 
leaked from the Ministry of In- 
formation Industries, and In- 
ternet cafes have opened 
around the country. This week 
the authorities announced that 
anyone establishing an Internet 
cafe must first register with 
their local public security bu- 
reau, claiming that some cafes 
were being used for “gambling 
and pornography". 

Mr Lin’s sentence was 
filter than expected for China, 
probably because he was not in- 
volved in dissident activities. 
But his case coincides with a 
clampdown on such protests, 
which has seen four activists 
sentenced in (he past month to 
prison terms of between 10 
and 13 years. 

Mr Lin apparently passed 
the e-mail addresses to the 
pro-democracy “VIP Refer- 
ence” online magazine in an at- 
tempt to help his computer 
company to develop business 
contacts. “VIP Reference” is 
regularly e-mailed to a claimed 
250,000 mainland computer 
users, each time from a differ- 
ent e-mail address so that it 
cannot be blocked by the au- 
thorities. It includes pro- 
democracy articles by exiled 
dissidents and news sup- 
pressed in China. Court docu- 



Mr Lin; Business motives 
rather than political aims 


meats yesterday described it as 
a “hostile foreign organisation". 

Mr Lin's court bearing took 
place on 4 December; but the 
authorities appeared uncer- 
tain about how harshly to pun- 
ish someone who said he was 
just trying to make money. Yes- 
terday’s guilty venfict in Shang- 
hai on charges of inciting 
subversion of state power was 
attended by Mr Lin’s wife, Xu 
Hong, who emerged crying. It 
was tbe first time she had seen 
him since his arrest last March. 

China's wish to manage the 
Internet runs for beyond what 
is technically possibly. The US- 
based publishers of “VIP Ref- 
erence", for instance, had no 
difficulty e-mailing most of tbe 
foreign media in Peking about 
the impending sentence, which 
it described as a “landmark 
case of Internet persecution". 

Meanwhile, the wider dissi- 
dent dampdown continued yes- 
terday with news that a 
founding member of the China 
Democracy Party had been ex- 
pelled from Hangzhou Univer- 
sity in central China days 
before he was due to finish his 
master’s degree. WuYIlong, 31 . 
helped the dissident Wang You- 
cai to launch the party last 
June. In December, Mr Wang 
was sentenced to 11 years' jafi 
for subverting state power. 

Comment, 
Review, page 5 


Hong Kong press 
boss in fraud row 


A DISPUTE has broken out in 
Hong Kong after tbe conviction 
yesterday of three newspaper 
executives for conspiracy to 
defraud advertisers by inflating 
circulation figures for the Hong 
Kong Standard newspaper. 

While tbe three managers 
were sent to jail, the news- 
paper’s owner. Sally Aw Sian, 
was found not to have been part 
of the conspiracy, although the 
original charges cited her as a 
co-conspirator. 

Miss Aw is dosety associated 
with Tung Chee-hwa, Hong 
Song’s chief executive, who 
served as a director of her 
parent company. When her 
managers were arrested last 


By Stephen Vines 
in Hong Kong 


year, the justice department 
foiled to explain why she was 
not charged 

Paul Harris, a leading pro- 
r^onn barrister s&d it was “in- 
credible" that Miss Aw had not 
known what was going an in ha* 
company. He said “there is a 
widespread suspicion this de- 
riskra was taken because of the 
important position of Miss Aw 
in Hong Kong." 

The managers created 
dummy companies to buy up 14 
mSSon copes of the newspaper 
and thus claim that its circula- 
tion had almost doubled. 
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DaimlerChrysler takes Adtranz 

adtranz, the train make r which owns the former British 
Rail Engineering works in Derby, was taken over by 
DaimlerChrysler of Germany yesterday after it agreed to 
pay ABB $472m for the 50 per cent of the joint venture 
company it did not own. 

Adtranz is the biggest train maker in the world, with 
sales Iasi year of $3.7bn (£2_2bn) and 24,000 employees, but 
it has been forced into a programme of job cuts and plant 
closures across Europe to improve profitability. 

BA bid for CityFlyer goes to MMC 


I y : j Df <r li r /Of tJwJu > \ 


yesterday referred British 
Airways’ £75m acquisition 
of its franchisee airline. 
CityFlyer Express, to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Stephen Byers, 
Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry, said 
the decision was based on 
competition concerns in . 
the airline market BA said 
it was disappointed about 

the three-month inquiry but remained confident that 
the deal would be approved. The takeover would bring 
together the two biggest operators at Gatwick airport 
south of London. Virgin Atlantic bad complained that it 
had not had a fair chance to counter-bid. 

Scandinavia creates telecom giant 

T ELIA AND Telenoc the state-owned telecoms providers in 
Sweden and Norway, yesterday announced plans to merge 
in a move that will create Europe’s sixth -largest telecoms 
group. The Swedish and Norwegian governments said the 
deal would allow the combined company to compete with 
larger rivals such as Deutsche Telekom and France 
Telecom in the liberalised markets of continental Europe. 

The Swedish government will own 60 per cent of the 
shares in the company, which will have combined revenues 
of 80bn Swedish krone i£6J3bn>. The new company will be 
partially privatised before the end of 2000. 
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Black Christmas on high 
street raises rate cut hopes 


THE GLOOM ou Britain’s high 
streets deepened yesterday 
with official figures showing 
that retail sales in the run-up 
to Christmas were amongst 
the weakest in recent years. 

Shoppers were not fooled 
by retailers' attempts to raise 
prices in December ahead of 
the January sales. They held 
back leaving stores groups with 
too much stock which is now 
being heavily discounted. 

With minutes of the last 
meeting of the Bank of Eng- 
land's Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee showing that eight of 
nine members voted for lower 
rates this month, yesterday’s 
figures boosted the odds on an- 
o tiier interest-rate cut next 
month. 

Official retail figures show 
that sales in December were al- 
most l per cent lower than 
November. The fall surprised 
City experts, who had been ex- 


BY DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 

peeling an increase. The value 
of sales in the year to Decem- 
ber showed the weakest rise, at 
1.8 per cent, since records 
began in 1987. 

As retailers clamoured for 
more cuts in interest rates, 
there was a fresh wave OF down- 
beat statements from stores 
groups. Moss Bros, the 
menswear retailer; warned of 
an 18 per cent profit collapse, 
while Alldays, the convenience 
store operator; and Thorntons, 
the confectionery retailer, also 
issued gloomy statements. 

They followed profit alerts 
from Marks & Spencer and 
Body Shop, indicating that 
Britain's consumers won the 
test of nerve on prices. 

The dismal performance 
probably reflected the impact of 
pre-Christmas price hikes, an- 
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alysts said. But the underlying 
growth in high-street sales also 
weakened. In the three months 
to December, the volume of 
sales was down 0.2 per cent, the 
lowest since February 1995. 

Weakness was spread over 
all sectors, but department 
stores were among the hardest 
hit, with volumes down 1 per 
cent in the three months to De- 
cember. Only a few categories. 


such as electronic goods, 
bucked the trend. 

Although, as usiiai, the value 
of sales m December was high- 
er than other months, the 36 per 
cent uplift this Christmas sea- 
son was the lowest of the 1990s. 

Michael Saunders of Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney said: “Re- 
tailers shot themselves in the 
foot in December but the whole 
quarter was slow anyway." 


Ken Wattret, UK economist 
at Paribas, said the retail sales 
total implied that GDP figures 
due tomorrow could show a fall 
in the final quarter “If con- 
sumers don’t spend at Christ- 
mas, when will they?” 

Taken with the minutes of 
the January MPC meeting, the 
subdued retail sales confirmed 
expectations that the February 
meeting will bring another 
downward move in rates. 

Seven members of the com- 
mittee voted for the quarter- 
point cut in January. One, 
DeAnne Julius, voted for a half- 
point move. Ian Plenderieith, 
one of the internal Bank mem- 
bers, voted for no change on the 
■grounds that it would do no 
harm to wait and see what ef- 
fect {serious cuts were haring. 

The MPC expressed con- 
cern about the international 
economic environment, saying 
the turbulence posed the risk of 


even slower growth in the UK 

The meeting took place before 
the latest Brazilian crisis. The 
minutes end: “The prospects 
far global activity and prices 
were as bad as expec ted a 
month ago, and the riskswere 
dearly on the downside." 

Members also felt the jobs 
market had reached a turning 
point “There were some signs 
of an eas in g of labour market 
pressures," the minutes said. 

The MPC agreed to revisit its 
earlier assumption about earn- 
ings growth ahead of the new 
forecast being prepared for 
next month's inflation Report 
Fay settlements had been flat 
for many months, they noted. 

David Hfilier at Barclays 
Capital said: “This week’s 
jjaurih-quarter GDP figure is the 
key in terms of the February 
rate decision.” Today offers 
more evidence with the British 
Chambers of Commerce survey 



Markets too high, 
warns Greenspan 


Alan Greenspan: Hinted at a rise in interest rates to head off price rises 


ALAN GREENSPAN, Chairman 
of the Federal Reserve, issued 
a stark warning yesterday that 
stock markets were too high 
and might need a correction. 

As the US economy contin- 
ues to show rapid growth with 
low inflation, Mr Greenspan 
delivered broad hint s that a rise 
in interest rates may be the 
next move from the Fed. to 
head off prices rises, correct the 
stock market and raise the sav- 
ings rate. 

“The recent behaviour of 
profits underlines the unusual 
nature of the rebound in equi- 
ty markets and the possibility-.: 
that therecent perfonnanceof 
the equity markets will have®- 
Acuity in being sustained." he 
told Congress. “The level of eq- 
uity prices would appear to en- 
vision substantially greater 
growth of profits than has been 
experienced of late." 

Wall Street fell about 30 
points on the first news of Mr 
Greenspan’s words, but then 
corrected to stand about 100 
points higher at midday. The 
market has been buoyed by 
much stronger earnings than 
expected from Microsoft for 
the last quarter of 1998, even 
though the company warned its 
results this year were likely to 
be less spectacular. 

Mr Greenspan said that the 
“sparkling" performance of the 
US economy left few concerns 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

about an imminent dip into re- 
cession. “Signs of an apprecia- 
ble slowdown are scant," he 
said. But he warned that unless 
growth did slow down, there 
was a risk of inflation- “Some 
moderation in economic growth 
might be required to sustain the 
expansion. Through the end of 
1998, the economy continued to 
grow more rapidly than can be 
currently accommodated on an 
. ongoing basis.” 

The Federal Reserve cut in- 
terest rates three times at the 
end of last yeac responding to 
a tightening in credit markets, 
the collapse of the hedge fund 
Long-Term Capital Manage- 
ment and the economic crisis 
in Asia, Russia and Latin Amer- 
ica. But since then, it has ap- 
parently moved to a neutral 
position, with its next move 
possibly upwards. 

Mr Greenspan warned that 
the Fed's action had been mis- 
interpreted as a shift to un- 
derpin the stock market after 
last August's correction - a 
clear warning that it would not 
ease again if Wall Street falls. 
“We were not attempting to 
prop up equity prices, nor did 
we plan to continue to ease 
rates until equity prices recov- 
ered, as some have erroneously 
inferred," he said. “This has not 


been, and is not now, our poli- 
cy or intent” 

Indeed, the Fed chairman 
hinted broadly that fears of a 
stock market decline would not 
deter the Efed from raising in- 
terest rates. “While asset val- 
ues are very important to the 
economy and so must be care- 
fully monitored and assessed by 
the Federal Reserve, they are 
not themselves a target erf mon- 
etary policy," he said. “And, we 
may question from time to time 
whether asset prices may not 
embody a more optimistic out- 
look than seems reasonable, or 
what the consequences may be 
of a further rise in those prices 
followed by a steep decline. ” 
The Federal Open Market 
Committee, the body which 
makes decisions on interest 
rates, meets on 2-3 February. 

Mr Greenspan expressed 
serious concerns about the 
massive decline in the US sav- 
ings rate, which dipped into the 
negative at the end of last year 
- indicating that people were 
spending more than they were 
saving. This was due to the 
massive run-up in stocks, he 
said, which had led richer 
Americans to spend their 
wealth. America’s large and 
growing foreign indebtedness, 
caused by the decline in per- 
sonal savings, high consump- 
tion and spending, was also a 
warning sign, he said. 


Internet fever strikes London 


INTERNET FEVER gripped the 
London stock market yesterday 
as British investors latched on 
to the recent wave of euphoria 
over Internet-related stocks in 
the United States. 

Shares in a clutch of com- 
panies with varying degrees of 
exposure to the growth of In- 
ternet traffic and electronic 
commerce all basked in the 
glow. But analysts warned that 
valuations were in danger of 
becoming severely stretched 

Zergo, a supplier of In terne t 
security software, saw its 
shares leap for a second day as 
it announced a clutch of new 
contracts and a strategic link 
with KPMG, the consultants. 
On Tuesday, Zergo unveiled 


By Peter thal Larsen 

partnerships with Intel, the 
computer chip giant, and Price- 
waterhouseCoopers. 

“There is a growing aware- 
ness among investors of the 
potential we have as a compa- 
ny," said Henry Beker; the chief 
executive. Zergo shares closed 
up 65p at 767.5p.Two months 
ago they were below 200p. 

The market value of Psion, 
the hand-held computer maker; 
rose 15 percent on suggestions 
that Symbian, its joint venture 
to develop operating software 
for smart mobile phones, had 
signed up new partners. 

A dutch of smaller compa- 
nies, including Netcali, the 


computer telephony group and 
On-Line, the Internet gamin g 
company, posted healthy gains. 
Shares in Internet service 
providers such as Internet 
Technology Group and Easynet 
also soared 

Market observers said a 75 
per cent rise in profits from soft- 
ware giant Microsoft, revealed 
on Tuesday evening, was help- 
ing to feed investor appetites. 
They also pointed to the $6.7bn 
takeover of Excite, the Internet 
search engine company, by At 
Home, the supplier of high- 
speed Internet connections. 

Analysts said UK investors 
were now looking at any com- 
pany with Internet exposure. 
“This is all based on the valua- 


Battle in firing line 
on BAe-Marconi deal 


tion hysteria in the US making 
its way over here.'’ one said “It’s 
a bubble that has to burst” 

The euphoria even stretched 
to retailer Great Universal 
Stores as investors hunted for 
more liquid stocks that could , 
act as a proxy for pure Internet 
companies, many of which are 
still relatively small and thinly 
traded Although GUS has lit- 
tle exposure to the Internet at 
the moment, traders said elec- 
tronic selling could replace 
much of the company’s tradi- 
tional catalogue retailing ac- 
tivities. 

The value of Dixons, the 
electronics retailer; has already 
risen sharply on the back of its 
Freeserve Internet service. 


JOHN BATTLE, Britain’s aero- 
space minister: is set to come 
under fire from European 
counterparts today following 
the £7bn BAe-Marconi merger; 
which froze out German and 
French suitors. 

Mr Battle is in Madrid for a 
meeting of six European gov- 
ernments to discuss progress 
towards restructuring aero- 
space and defence. He will be 
pressed to reassure Germany, 
FVanoe, Itaty Spain and Sweden 
that Britain is not backtracking 
on a single European aero- 
space and defence company. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Tl-ade and Indus- 
try said “We would not want to 


By Michael Harriso n 

pre-empt what the outcome of 
the meeting will be. But Mr Bat- 
tle will be looking to forge a con- 
structive dialogue.” 

Lionel Jospin, the French 
Prime Minister; said the BAe- 
Marconi deal could open the 
way for a Franco-German 
affiance. He added that France 
would make proposals in this 
direction. 

Thomson CSF, Marconi’s 
spumed suihn; said the finan- 
tial conditions sought by GEC 
had been totally incom pa ti bl e 
with shareholder interests, and 

BAe would find it hard to fit into 
European restructuring. 


Around the World’s Markets 


Malaysia (rinceics 


Malta (lira) 


LONDON 

Eiiua 

LOWER INTEREST-RATE hopes 
helped blue chips higher, with 
Footsie ending 78 points ahead at 
6,105.6. Supporting shares also 
made headway. Hi-tech shares led 
the field with computer and 
Internet-related stocks achieving 
strong progress, partly on the back 
of the overnight New York display. 

Reuters, up 88p to 868p, its 
highest even was the best- 
performing Footsie constituent. 
British Aerospace recovered some 
of Tuesday’s fall, climbing 2*L5p to 
450p following the Marconi deal. 

Derek Pain, page 23 


I gjpNEW YORK 

STOCKS rose for the third 
successive day after the IT giants 
Microsoft, Texas Instruments and 
Xflinx reported earnings ahead of 
market expectations. 

The Dow gained 80.07 points to 
9,432.31 in midday trading, while 
the technology-laden Nasdaq 
index surged 52J17 to 2.459J23. 

Shares shrugged off comments 
from Alan Greenspan, the US Fed 
chairman, who said the rebound 
of the past months brought stocks 
to levels “that appear to euvision 
substantially greater growth of 
profit than experienced of late". 


| pj~~| TOKYO 

THE MARKET dosed higher; with 
technological stocks leading the rise 
following Microsoft's positive 
results. The benchmark Nikkei 225 
index climbed above 14,000 for the 
first tim e in a month, finishing 
257,61 higher at 14,028.05. 

Toshiba, toe world’s largest 
maker of notebook PCs, and 
Advantest, the leading maker of 
equipment for testing microchips, 
both surged. Banks were also in 
positive territory on optimism about 
consolidation in Japan’s financial 
system following the merger of 
Mitsui TVust and Cbuo Trust. 


FRANKFURT 


GERMAN stocks rose, led by 
Siemens, the country's largest 
electronics and engineering 
company, which was propelled 
higher by Microsoft's earnings. 

The DAX index rose 158.7 
points, or 3.15 per cent, to 
5,197.14. Siemens jumped almost 
12 per cent after the US giant’s 
figures fuelled expectations of a 
positive results season for 
European electronics companies. 

BASF, the drug and chemicals 
group, rose after announcing it 
would cut a farther 1,000 jobs at 
its plant in Ludwigshafen. 


jyljSjSAO PAULO 

Brazilian stocks soared, buoved 
Z nSulg hope& to* legislators will 
impose new taxes to bringdown 
toecountry’s soaring deficit 
The Bovespa index rose 4 per 

tJif 2 as ,ower house 
Jf£ ted a 10 “^uce a tax on 
state pensioners. 

•Jif I 5 e ? s V r P would cut Brazil's 
W6.8bn deficit by $ 2 bn and help 
the country to qualify for 
emergency loans from 

SRS- le ?ders. It would also 
^£ rest ? re fragile investor 
confidence in Brazil’s financial and 
economic health. ^ 
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High street gets its wake-up call 


k r i 

3 'j £ 


THE DISMAL December retail sales 
figures bear a message about the 
economy and a message about re- 
ta3ingitsel£ They confirm -as if con- 
firmation were needed - that the 
economy is slowing. Consumers, 
the driving force behind two-thirds 
of GDI? have become a great deal 
more cautious. 

However; the broader outlook is 
not as Weak as prospects for retail- 
ing itself The monthly consumer con- 
fidence survey by GfK, the polling 
^cmpany revealed a modest im- 
provement in consumer confidence 
this month, and all along has shown 
people to be for more upbeat about 
their personal finances than about the 
economy as a whole. This is consis- 
tent with a gentle downturn like the 
one in the mid-Eighties rather than 
a severe one like the early Nineties. 

Yesterday's figures showed a 
slowdown in the growth of sales by 
value to the weakest since 1987, when 
the current records began. It re- 
flected both weak volumes and lack 
of pricing power There is uo doubt 
thaL it is the latter; the disappearance 
of traditionally healthy margins, that 
is causing most anguish to retailers. 

The British high street has to face 
up to a future as a tow-growth or even 
declining industry. Part of its prob- 



Outlook 

lem here is the over-expansion of 
Soar space, a cyclical phenomenon 
that will eventually be corrected. 
More seriously traditional shopping 
is accounting for a shrinking share 
of our spending. As the average 
consumer grows wealthier; more 
and more of the pound in his or her 
pocket is being spent on leisure ac- 
tivities such as eating out, cinema- 
going and the gym, and on services, 
from haircuts to gardening. 

On top of that, from out of the blue 
has come the threat from non-tra- 
ditional forms of shopping for tradi- 
tional goods. Now that so many 
people have bought PCs and 
modems, on-line shopping is likely 
to grow at an explosive rate. Perhaps 


book-buying is the model: customers 
can still be persuaded out to a store. 
They don't all buy through Ama- 
zon.com yet But they now expect the 
experience ofacafe- armchairs and 
amenable surroundings. 

The strategies that have brought 
success to retailers in the past will 
work less well in these changing cir- 
cumstances. The downturn will just 
hasten the pain. No wonder retailers 
have joined manufacturers as the 
most vociferous lobbyists for more 
interest-rate cuts. 

Equity bubbles 

alan Greenspan was at it again 
yesterday, albeit in more subdued 
form than last time. There were no 
references from the Federal Re- 
serve chairman to “irrational exu- 
berance", but there can be no 
mistaking the meaning of the fol- 
lowing incantation, delivered in char- 
acteristically convoluted form: “The 
level of equity prices would appear 
to envision substantially greater 
growth of profits than has been ex- 
perienced of late". 

Is he right? Yes and no seems to 
the the answer: It tends to be for- 
gotten in citing the continued re- 


silience of stock markets to the 
world’s growing economic travails 
that for most companies the bear 
market is already mare than six 
months old with little sign of abating. 

What is keeping the stock marke t 
buqyant. both in the US and in 
Britain, is a relatively small number 
of global mega stocks which, because 
they keep merging with one anoth- 
er: just cany on getting bigger, pro- 
gressively vacuuming up more and 
more of the world's supply of in- 
vestment funds as they do so. 

And even among the big compa- 
nies, growth is confined to a quite 
small number of sectors. Generally 
speaking, the companies which are 
outperforming are in hi-tech, sunrise 
industries. Many of them don’t yet 
make profits, but to distort Mr 
Greenspan's meaning, their stock 
prices envision greater profits growth 
than is presen tty experienced 

So there are two forces at work 
here. One is the “trig is beautiful and 
even better if it is global" syndrome. 
The other is that of investing in our 
future, the new industries which 
might one day take over from the old 
This type of investment has little to 
do with economic fundamentals or 
current corporate reality - it is all 
about hope. Some of this hope may 


be reasonabtywieil founded Buta lot 
of it isn’t 

This week, British investors have 
been eagerly snapping up shares in 
any company which even hints that 
it might at some point make money 
from the boom in Internet traffic and 
electronic commerce. Shares in 
Zergo, a tiny company with a niche 
in Internet security software, have 
soared on the back of a series of 
strategic alliances with the likes of 
Intel and KPMG. 

Even though these deals - which 
are little more than public declara- 
tions of friendship - have no direct 
impact an Zergoc's tiny revenues, 
they have been enough to lift the 
company's market capitalisation 
over £2 00m. 

Strangely, the market’s treatment 
of Zergo looks sane compared to seme 
of the other stocks that are enjoying 
an Internet-related boost Excitable 
anahsts were yesterday hying to talk 
up Great Universal Stores, probably 
one of the most conservative retail- 
ers in the country, as an e-business 
of the next century. Not that Lord 
Woffeon is showing any sign of getting 
online. It's just that ifhe did brokers 
reckon GUS could do quite weH 

The argument is dearly illogical. 
Just like Dixons, GUS is not going 


to be amajorbenefidaiy of the dec- 
ironic revolution. For both these 
companies, online retailing is much 
more likely to be a way of protecting 
existing revenue streams from po- 
tential rivals, rather than creating 
new value But then those share 
prices have to be kept moving ah ead 
somehow, haven't they? 

Investor protection 

HOWARD DAVIES, chairman of the 
Financial Services Authority, seems 
to be getting it in the neck from all 
directions at the moment On the one 
hand he's criticised for creating an 
overbearing, unaccountable bu- 
reaucracy that if left unchecked, 
will smother the City goose under a 
mountain of regulatory red tape 
and drive its best practitioners off to 
the Bahamas, the Swiss valleys, or 
where ever. Now along comes the 
National Consumer Council to say 
that far from being too powerful, the 
FSA is not powerful enough. 

As presently formulated, the Fi- 
nancial Services and Markets Bill 
malms “buyer beware" a core prin- 
ciple. The KH includes a general con- 
sumer protection clause, but it also 
states that “consumers should take 


responsibility for their own ded- 
sk»^.Ao«»fingtotheNCC,tlrisaf- 
fbrdsa ferlower degree of consumer 
protection than is common for most 
non-finandal products, which are 
generally guaranteed to meet a min- 
imum set of standards. 

Many of the NCC's suggested 
remedies are pure fantasy, and it 
seems utterly to have missed the 

point that there can be no guarantees 
when it comes to investing money. On 
the other hand, the NCC is right to 
point to the appalling lack of dear 
comparative information about dif- 
ferent financial products, and to in- 
sist that in such circumstances, 
consumers cannot make informed 
choices that weed out poor ones. 

It also correctly identifies the 
FSA's most glaring flaw - that it is 
meant to combine both wholesale 
and retail regulation. 

It may be appropriate for whole- 
sale customers to take responsibil- 
ity for their own decisions, but the 
issue is much more debatable for re- 
tail investors. Stiff, if the FSA is 
thought both to be too tough on prac- 
titioners and too lax on investor pro- 
tection, that may mean that in an 
imperfect world, Mr Davies and the 
Government are getting the bal- 
ance about right 
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Analysis: Britain has told Bonn that BNFL reprocessing contracts must be honoured or waste will be sent back 

UK warns 


Germany 
in nuclear 
fuel row 


BRITAIN TOLD Germany last 
mght that it would not back 
down in the nuclear fuel repro- 
cessing row, warning that if 
Bonn reneged onfibn worth, of 
contracts with BNFl. it would 
have to pay compensation and 
take bade the spent fueL 

Stephen Byers, Secretary of 
S tate for Tfcade and Industry told 
the German environment min- 
ister, JQrgen Tritton, that the 
costs of Germany’s decision to 
phase out overseas reprocess- 
ing of its nuclear fud should not 
b“ iyne by BNFL. 

^ner the 30-minute meeting 
at the DTI headquarters, Mr 
Byers said the UK would not act 
as a “permanent storage depot" 
for nudear waste and that the 
contracts with Germany would 
be decided under English law. 

The German decision has 
cast doubt over the £I.85bn 
Tborp reprocessing facility at 
BNFUs Sellafield plant, which 
employs 7,000, along with hopes 
of privatising the company. 

Thorp opened in 19M- and has 


BY Michael Harrison 

contracts to reprocess 1L200 
tonnes of spent nudear fuel up 
until 2014. So far about 1,700 
tonnes has been reprocessed. It 
is one of onty two such facilities, 
the other being Cogema’s plant 
in north-west France. 

SdlafiekFs reprocessing con- 
tracts with six German elec- 
tricity companies account for 
about one-tenth ofThorp s El2hn 
order book. The deal with the 
Germans involves reprocess- 
ing just under L000 tonnes oC 
waste. So far 650 tonnes have 
been delivered to Sellafield by 
boat and train. Of this, about 150 
tonnes has been reprocessed. 

Thorp accounts for just over 
a third of BNFUs £1.3bn 
turnover Apart from Germany, 
it has long-term reprocessing 
contracts with British Energy 
and the Japanese. It also has a 
burgeoning nuclear dean-up 
and decommissioning business 
in the US worth around $9bn. It 
also generates income from the 




Above: trade secretary Stephen Byers (left) yesterday met Jurgen Tritton, German 
the DTI In London. Right* German riot police dash with anti-nuclear activists near 


sale of electricity from its Mag- 
nox nudear stations. 

So were the Gomans to re- 
nege on tear contracts, it would 
be serious but not necessarily 
disastrous for BNFL. For the 
Germans, the repercussions 
could be much more severe. 

Sr John Guinness, chairman 
of BNFL, says: “These are very 
robust and enforceable con- 
tracts. We would have no hesi- 
tation in seeking enforcement or 
fell com pensa tion through the 
courts if any of these contracts 
were not honoured in fuff." 

But the Germans' troubles 
would not end there, for they 
would have a much more polit- 


ically explosive problem to han- 
dle. The contracts would oblige 
them to take back the 500 tonnes 
of spent fuel yet to be treated, 
along with aff the plutonium 
and high-level waste from tee 
feel that has been processed 
“These deals are sale or return,” 
as one adviser to BNFL put it 
Once spent fed has arrived at 
Thorp it is separated into pluto- 
nium and uranium. The waste is 
broken down into three cate- 
gories - high, intermediate and 
low lewd. The low-level waste is 
sent to the nearby Drigg facility 
encased in concrete and covered 
over The mtenneefiate waste is 
bdng stored at Sellafield in liq- 


uid form in giant lagoons inside 
the cony lex following tee failure 
to gain planning approval for a 
deep repository on site. 

But the high-level waste, con- 
taining 99 per cent of the 
radioactivityfroin tee spent fed, 
goes back to the customer In the 
case of the Germans, thqy would 
be hard pressed to store 500 
tonnes of sped fed and have no 
facilities at all to store plutoni- 
um or high-level waste. 

Werner HI ubek, board mem- 
ber G erman nuclear generator 
KWE, says introducinga ban on 
overseas reprocessing within a 
year is not feasible. “It wiff take 
at least five or ax years before 
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Labour Euro head 
blasts ECB secrecy 


THE HEAD of the European 
Parliamentary Labour Party 
yesterday launched a stinging 
attack on the structure of the 
European Central Bank, urging 
it to publish its minutes and 
improve communications with 
the genera! public. 

Alan Donnelly MET} who as 
a senior member of the Eco- 
nomic and Monetary Affairs 
sub-committee grills the ECB 
president on policy decisions, 
says: “With the best will in the 
world, I do not believe the way 
the ECB is established is sus- 
tainable.” 

Mr Donnelly, a pro-Euro- 
pean, is tipped to be the next 
chairman erf the influential sub- 
committee. He said he was 
concerned by the “trend of se- 
crecy” at the bank. “I do think 
we will see a rather different 
ECB, still independent of the 
politicians, by 2010." 

Speaking at the launch of a 
major European study by the 
accountancy firm Pricewater- 
bouseCoopers, Mr Donnelly 
criticised Wim Dmsenberg, the 
ECB president, for being “too 
macho^t would be vayhety- 
fel if Mr Duisenberg realised he 
didn’t have anything to prove.” 

like many City economists, 
Mr Donnelly argued that the 
ECB should follow fee example 


By lea Paterson 

set by the US Fed and the 
Bank of England and publish 
the minutes of its meetings. He 
also said Mr Duisenberg should 
ciub the influence of national 
central bank governors on Eu- 
ropean interest-rate policy. 

His comments came as 
economists at PwC warned 
that an overly tight European 
interest-rate policy could fatally 
damage manufacturers in the 
euro zone. PwC said: “With the 
ECB continuing to take a rela- 
tively tough Bne, the euro mig ht 
rise sharpty against the dollar 
and the yen, further squeezing 



Duisenbe 
says Alan 


Tbo macho’, 
eOy MEP 


European companies. As a re- 
sult, growth tin the euro zone) 
might fail to little more than l 
per cent in 1999 and even lower 
in 2000 as the downward spiral 
of confidence and spending un- 
dermines domestic growth." 

Manufacturers in Germany 
and Italy already face ‘‘near-re- 
cessionary conditions", PwC 
warned. If too- tight interest- 
rate policy and global develop- 
ments combine to produce a 
hard landing, tins could tty of 
major European economies - 
such as Germany- into dedin e. 

On balance, felt Rosemary 
Raddiffe, PwC chief econo- 
mist, Europe should avoid a 
hard landing, but this depend- 
ed on other factors, including no 
spillover of problems in Brazil 
to other regions and continued 
strong growth in the US. 

Miss Raddiffe said business 
confidence even in vulnerable 
economies-Germaqyand Itaty 
- was still substantially above 
that in the UK PwC said there 
was substantial scope for more 
cuts in UK rates. 

Also speaking at the PwC 
launch, Jacques Lafitte, a key 
economic advisor to Commis- 
sioner Yves-Thibault de Sflguy, 
said he was confident teat tee 
ECB would react appropriate- 
ly to the challenges ahead. 





environment minister, at 
Dannenberg last year 

the preconditions for a final 
change of policy can be created 
- that is, imtil the construction 
measures necessary to create 
decentrafised interim storage fe- 
riUties can be completed,” 
Added to this, the plutonium 
and highly-radioactive waste 
would have to be transported 
somehow across Germany - 


which is sure to prove a flash- 
point There have already been 
several violent confrontations 
between the German authorities 
and anti-nudearprotesters over 
shipments of spent fuel 

Environmental groups here, 
such as Friends of tee Earth, 
believe Germany’s decision to 
end overseas fed reprocessing 
is a nail in the coffin for Thorp. 

Dr Dominick JenkLos, Foe’s 
nudear campaigner, argues that 
Thorp has already become an 
expensive white elephant None 
of toe reprocessed jiutanium or 
uranium has yet been supplied 
back to customers, while the fail- 
ure to get permission for an in- 
termediate waste repository at 
Sdlafield wrecks what economic 
argument there was for repro- 
cessing in the first place. He pre- 
dicts Sellafield will become 
simply a storage facility for 
spent feel, if the world's nudear 
industry bothers to send it at aff. 


But BNFL says it has enough 
existing storage capacity for 
intermediate waste to last a 
very long time. It is also confi- 
dent of getting final approval for 
its new £300m Mixed Oxide Ftiel 
(MQX) plant, which could pro- 
duce operating profits of £230m. 

A wider question is what im- 
pact tee German row will have 
on the Government’s hopes of 
privatising BNFL, which could 
bring in up to £3bn. City sources 
say the attitude in the Govern- 
ment and tee Treasury towards 
a sell -off remains positive. 

But Foe's Dr Jenkins main- 
tains the City would drop BNFL 
‘Tike a red-hot radioactive brick" 
because of its huge nudear lia- 
bilities. BNFL has put aside 
Cl Obn that it says will be enough 
to meet 75 per cent of future li- 
abilities. But a report by Sussex 
University’s Science Policy Re- 
search Unit puts BNFLs total li- 
abilities at £21bn to £38.6bn. 
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Midland Private Banking 

Interest rates for Midland 
Private Banking customers 

With effect from 21 January 1999 



Previous 
Gross N 

Gross \ 

AER* 

Private Banking Current Account W 

Up to £2.000 

0.50 

0.50 

0.50 

£2.000+ 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

£10,000+ 

2.48 

223 

225 

£50.000+ 

3.21 

2.96 

3.00 


Previous 
Gross ft 

Gross % 

AERK 

Private Banking Savings Account (i) 
(monthly interest option) 




Up to £10.000 

5.13 

4.89 

5.00 

£10,000+ 

5.32 

5.09 

520 

£50.000+ 

5.42 

5.18 

530 

£100.000+ 

5.70 

5.47 

5.60 

Private Banking Savings Account (i) 
(annual interest option} 




Up to £10,000 

525 

5.00 

5.00 

£10.000+ 

5.45 

5.20 

520 

£50.000+ 

5.55 

530 

530 

£100.000+ 

5.85 

5.60 

5.60 

Investment Management 




Cash held on the Capital Account within our Investment Management Service will earn interest at the 

fallowing rates: 

Previous 
Gross X 

Gross % 

AERK 

Up to £5,000 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

£5,000+ 

5.15 

4.91 

5.00 

£10,000+ 

5.35 

5.11 

520 

£50,000+ 

5.44 

520 

530 

£100,000+ 

5.73 

5-49 

5.60 


Gras: Uie rate hetore the deduction of tax applied to interest on saving?. A£R (Annual Equivalent (rate): 

A notional rate which illustrates what the gross rate would be if interest was paid and compounded each year. 

All rates are quoted per annum. 

(1) This product is no longer available to new customers. 

Midland Private Banking is a trading name ot Midland Bank Trust Company Limited, a subsidiary of Midland Bank 
pk. This interest rate notice is issued by Midland Bank pic, P0 Bax 757. Heme! Hempstead, Hertfordshire. HP2 4SS, 

Member HSBC Crvup 
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Field agrees to 
£194m US bid 

PACKAGING group Field lias 
agreed a Ci 94m takeover bid 
[ram US napkin and paper- 
towel giant Chesapeake. The 
320p a share offer represents 
a premium of 41 per cent 
over the dosing price of the 
Buckingham-based group’s 
shares on 8 January, the day 
before it said it was in talks. 

Field's shares fell sharply 
last year after it issued a 
second-half profits warning 
and reported a drop in 
. interim profits, after sales 
’ 34it its main customers, 
DMgeo and BAT. The shares 
closed up 23p at 316.5p. 

VAT avoidance 

CUSTOMS AND Excise is 
targeting construction as 
part of an effort to reduce the 
estimated £lbn in VAT 
revenue lost each year 
through avoidance schemes. 

A consultation document 
published yesterday 
highlights the supply of 
construction services as one 
area it feels could be subject 
to a general anti-avoidance 
rule if the Government 
decides to move away from 
the traditional approach of 
cracking down on specific 
abuses as they arise. 


New Abbey jobs 

v»BEY NATIONAL is to 
O/dte 250 jobs by doubling 
staff at an insurance call 
centre. The new jobs will be 
. . filled this year at the office in 
Liverpool where quotes are 
,£5^ given for home and motor 
insurance. 

Irish banks plan 

IRISH state-owned banks 
ACC and TSB Bank said they 
had submitted proposals to 
the Government to merge 
and float on the stock market 
next yean The move will 
disappoint Britain’s National 
~’vtntinster Bank, which 
1 ^^xpressed interest in a 
deal with the Irish TSB via 
:,Tr — its existing Irish Subsidiary 
Ulster Bank National 
Australia Bank, which owns 
the Yorkshire and Clydesdale 
banks, was also keen to 
expand in Ireland. 

Nil's 4% rise 

NORWICH UNION reported a 
4 per cent rise in new 
business in 1997 as 

customers invested £42 lm in 

Vi " ~ its products. Business in the 
• UK rose 8 per cent to £2S3m. 



Retail sales no longer 
reflect consumption 


Michael Grade: The dancing habit has always bounced bade from recession* 

Fizz falls flat for 
nightclub group 


FIRST LEISURE, the nightclub 
and bowling alley group run by 
Michael Grade, has felt the 
chill wind of declining con- 
sumer spending with even reg- 
ular show's by the Chippendales 
male striptease troupe failin g to 
j woo the punters. 

The company, which an- 
nounced last week that it is dis- 
cussing a number of “strategic 
alternatives" with several par- 
ties, yesterday reported flat 
full-year profits and a poor cur- 
rent trading update. 

The news forced the shares 
22.5p lower to 192.5p. 

live group also disappointed 
the market by refusing to reveal 
any further information about 
possible takeover or joint ven- 
ture talks. A bid from Rank has 
been tipped in some quarters, 
with others suggesting a pos- 
sible fitness club joint venture 
with a rival group, such as Var- 
don. “We are not adding any- 


BV NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

thing to our statement of last 
week.” Mr Grade said. 

In the first 10 weeks of its fi- 
nancial year, first Leisure’s 
nightclubs and bars division is 
trading 7 per cent below the 
same period last yean Family 
entertainment, which indudes 
bowling alleys, fell by 2 per cent 
However, heath and fitness 
continues to perform well, with 
sales up 21 percent last year on 
a comparable basis. 

Mr Grade said: “We’ve been 
through much worse than this 
us the recession of the early 
Nineties. Indeed. I still don’t 
think we’re in recession yeL" 

He said the average spend in 
First Leisure's nightclubs was 
up by 3 per cent over the year 
but in-current trading admis- 
sions were down fay 7-8 per cent. 
First Leisure has been offering 
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“selective discounts" and hiring 
the Chippendales to boost at- 
tendances. Mr Grade said it 
uses the strip shows to build its 
database of customers. 

The group has appointed a 
new director to take control of 
the division. More dub refur- 
bishments are planned, while 
the balance of the portfolio will 
be shifted more towards town- 
centre sites. “In our experience, 
the dancing habit has always 
bounced back from recession.” 
Mr Grade said. 

First Leisure’s profits in the 
year to October were £33.3m, 
excluding exceptional items. 
This compares with £34 .5m in 
the previous yean The bingo 
and resorts divisions were sold 
last year for £38m and £7lm re- 
spectively. Mr Grade declined 
to say how the proceeds will be 
used, though analysts sqy there 
may be acquisitions in tbe 
health and fitness area. 
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worst Christmas yet and 
foretaste of recession to come? 
Or a perfectly reasonable 
Christmas for sensible traders 
and a foretaste of life in a zero 
inflation world? 

The poor retail sales over 
the festive period are really just 
a starting point for a much 
more interesting discussion 
about the nature of commercial 
activity in a world of transpar- 
ent pricing 

Just how bad the UK retail 
sales really are will gradually 
unfold The best rule is not to 
trust the initial figures, but 
wait until any revisions have 
been completed. In this case 
wait until we have the January 
figures too, for swings between 
the two months often occur as 
bargain hunters delay their 
purchases to get lower prices 
in the sales (trick: give people 
vouchers for a Christmas pre- 
sent instead of the present it- 
self - they end up getting a 
better present, or at least the 
same one at a better price). 

Even when the final num- 
bers emerge, expect the head- 
line figures to be disappointing, 
as one might expect at this 
stage of the economic cycle . But 
in five or 10 years, the cyclical 
aspects of the story will be lost 
in the mists of time. People will 
focus instead on the decreas- 
ing importance of retail sales 
as an indicator of consumption 
and the rising significance of 
pricing transparency. 

There are several aspects to 
the decline of retailing. As we 
get richer we tend to spend 
more on services and less on 
things- That is partly a price ef- 
fect Inflation in services has 
consistently been higher than 
that of goods. This phenome- 
non has been most evident in 
tile US - the graph on the right 
shows how consistent the 
trend has been- but is evident 
in all developed countries. 

But this is not just a price ef- 
fect the volume of services 
bought is rising too as we get 
richer and, crucially as we get 
older We (hopefully) all know 
the effect of rising income. 
Hie proportion of income spent 
on goods, and particularly 
goods bought through retail 
stores, tends to fall. Instead we 
spend more money on ser- 



hamish 

McRae 

7/ people feel goods are 
over-priced, they will 
keep their ctish imn7 
the retailer cracks ' 


vices - financial services, 
leisure, travel and entertain- 
ment. personal services. We 
don’t buy so many goods be- 
cause we have got the goods al- 
ready: but we do choose to 
make life more comfortable by 
buying services. 

The changing age struc- 
ture of tbe population rein- 
forces this trend: the older 
that people get. the greater the 
likelihood that they have al- 
ready’ bought the thing but 
need to buy the service - even 
if their incomes are not rising. 

Finally conventional retail- 
ing may not be picking up the 
changes in spending pattern. 
If you buy a book from a book- 
shop that is in retail services. 
If you buy it on fine from .Ama- 
zon, com it isn’t 

More and more computers 
are bought online, by-passing 
conventional channels. 

The key point here is that re* 
tail sales are becoming a small- 
er and smaller proportion of 
consumption, so a bad Christ- 
mas in the shops may not nec- 


essarily mean a bad Christmas 
for consumption. 

Expect this non-retail seg- 
ment of consumption to surge 
in the years to come. 

The other new and impor- 
tant feature is the impact on 
very low inflation on the atti- 
tudes of shoppers. There are 
several aspects to this. 

The prospect of falling 
prices changes the relationship 
between buyer and seller. If 
prices tend to rise, the buyer 
knows that be or she should 
move quickly: the price in the 
future will be higher. If prices 
tend to fall the buyer knows 
that waiting may result in a 
lower price. So there is much 
less incentive to buy at the time 
of choice of the seller. 

Next, very low inflation has 
mathematical impact on 
prices. Look at the graph, 
which shows this in a stylised 
way. On the left-hand side is an 
average inflation rate of 10 per 
cent One standard deviation 
above that gives 15 percent in- 
flation. one standard deviation 
below: 5 per cent Now’ inflation 
is 23 per cent One standard de- 
viation above gives a price rise 
of 7.5 percent one standard de- 
viation below, minus 2.5 per 
cent Relative price changes 
now are as large as they were 
then, so that to maintain an RPI 
at 2.5 per cent means that the 
prices of some goods wfll be 
falling at 25 per cent a year, 

Thie. nominal interest rates 
are lower so the carrying cost 
to the manufacturer or retail- 
er of goods that fall in price 
ought not to be much higher 
than the carrying cost in an in- 
flationary period. But that as- 
sumes that the enterprise is 
relying on short-term finance. 


If it is stuck witti expensive cap- 
ital from bonds issued years 
earfiec or feedrate bank loans, 
it may be in trouble Just as in- 
flation rescued bexrowers from 
bad investments, deflation is 
p unishin g them for these. 

Now look forward. We can- 
not assume that inflation will 
remain at 25 per cent Inflation 
on the Continent, admittedly 

calculated on a different basis, 
is now below l per cent year- 
on-yeac That may be partly the 
result of one-off factors, and 
core inflation is put at 1.6 per 
cent Nevertheless it is per- 
fectly plausible that inflation 
will remain at below' l percent 
for some time. If it does, the UK 
target win appear incongru- 
ously high. That may be a case 
for changing the basis of cal- 
culation , for on a harmonised 
basis our inflation is much 
dose to that of euroland. But 
it is not below 1 per cent yet 
The sensible working as- 
sumption is surely that UKin- 
flation will cany on downwards 
in the next few’ years. 

In a world of more or less 
stable prices, people will be- 
come immensely price-sensi- 
tive. TO? are so used to prices 
changing that we find it hard 
to imagine the consequences 
of price stability. Once we be- 
come accustomed to the nor- 
mality of stable prices we will 
react very badly to compa- 
nies, retailers or governments 
who try to stick them up. 

As poor M&S found at 
Christmas, if people feel goods 
are over-priced they will keep 
their cash until the retailer 
cracks and cuts the price. 

Thatis realty the new thing: 
welcome to the world of pur- 
chaser power 


goods and services, annual percentage change 
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change to 
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Vi 1 . free banking no charges for 
everyday transactions in the UK 

2 . always open yoli bank when 
you want 

for 24 hour banking call free 

a 0800 24 24 24 
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High returns 
from hi-tech 
investments 


Investment 


ANY SHARE ’with the most re- 
mote Internet connection is in 
.ganger of hitting the stock 
Market heights. 

The Internet vogue, with 
assorted computer and tele- 
com associations, was one of 
the major driving forces in the 
market’s latest advance 
which, for once, embraced 
shares outside the exclusive 
Fbotsie index. With US soft- 
ware giant Microsoft produc- 
ing stronger than expected 
second quarter figures, the hi- 
tech brigade did not have to 
look Ear for inspiration. 

Psion, the hand-held com- 
puter group, was a front-run- 
ner in the hi-tech stakes, 
soaring H8.5p to 845p. The 
growing possibility of a Gen- 
eral Electric Co. bid was one 
influence. Another was indi- 
cations that other groups had 
joined its Symbian joint ven- 
ture aimed at promoting palm 
lop computer operations. But 
r ^sion, surprisingly, was re- 
actant to name any of the lat- 
est recruits. 

Many obscure AIM stocks 
joined in the party; Intelligent 
Environment led what often 
seemed a mindless romp. 


SHARES OF Bickerton. 
the building contracting 
and property 
development group, 
firmed to 35p after lifting 
half year profits from 
£44.000 to £102.000. For 
the year around £300,000 
* Jn sight but it is next 
ffar that the AIM-traded 
group should start to 
perform with hopes 
running high profits will 
comfortably top £i.5m. 
The shares came to 
market two years ago 
and have been as high as 
45.5p. 


surging 28.5p to 68p_ Netcall, 
which said it knew of no rea- 
son for its share surge “other 
than perhaps intense current 
market speculation concern- 
ing valuations to be attached 
to Internet-related shares'’, 
jumped 35p to 85p. 

Others were chased. In- 
ternet Technology raced 
ahead 42p to I415p and IS So- 
lutions surfed 83L5p to 2875p. 

list also inducted Recog- 
nraon Systems, up 4p to I6p, 
and PhoneLinfc, 73p to 395p. 

Even the stockbroker 
Durlacfaer, renowned for its 
small company hi-tech and In- 
ternet links, joined in the fan 
with a 115p jump to 585p. 

In-Line, which has become 
the mystery Internet share, 
was again seeking the stratos- 
phere. It jumped a further 
lOlp to 273Jjp. The yearly 
shareholders’ meeting came 
and went without any official 
word to the market The com- 
pany is a tiddler - even now 
its capitalisation is only £9m. 

The shares started last 
week at I6.5p. Since then, di- 
rectors have sold stock to - it 
is said - try to improve mar- 
ket liquidity. The company’s 
portfolio indudes Iron Wolves, 
said to be a submarine amu- 
and Doink. described as 
< / “free multi-player puzzle 
game”. Zergo, on its accoun- 
tancy links , gained another 
65p to 767 Jjp. 

Tbp performing blue chip 
was the information group 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


Renters which, the market as- 
sumed, must have Internet 
connections. The shares rose 
88p to a 868p peak. Profits, due 
to be released next month, are 
expected to be down - Merill 
Lynch is shooting for £570.5m 
against £634m. 

Others caught on the world 
wide web included such tele- 
com faithfuls as Colt Tele- 
com, 77 higher at a l,325p 
peak, and Telewest Commu- 
nications. 13_25p at 263p. 
Misys added 25p to 475p and 
Sage 80p to l,845p. 

Great Universal Stores, 
49p higher at 728p. was 
chased on its vague Internet 
links and Dixons, which be- 
came an Internet player be- 
fore Christmas, rose 4 Op to 
l,059-5p, a peak; the shares 
were 472.5p in July. 

The uninhibited rush to 
climb aboard the latest hi-tech 
bandwagon is reminiscent of 
the heacty early days of the 
bio-tech boom when untried 
and untested groups roared 


share price, pence 



ahead, losing touch with re- 
ality. Today, many of the bio 
fledglings drift along un- 
wanted and unJoved. 

Fbotsie ended 78 points 
higherat 6,105.6 and even the 
supporting indices made 
headway. Renewed hopes of 
lower interest rates helped 
sentiment 

An array of trading state- 
ments had a mixed impact 
with John David Sports ris- 
ing l2p to 82p but Thorn- 
tons, the chocolate chain, 
melting l7J>p to I96p. 

Moss Brothers, the clothing 
chain, held at l34p although it 
forecast a profits foil, and All- 
days, the convenience stores 
chain, crashed 85p to £L5p. 
Colefox & Fbwier, the fur- 
nishing group, gained 5p to 71p 
anri Grampian, the retailing 
and transpOTt group. 05pto95p. 
Cranswkk, the food group, im- 
proved 22J5p to 316p after sug- 
gesting year’s profits win be 
£6.5m against £5m. But First 
Leisure Corporation lost 22p 
to i92J>p following a disap- 
pointing trading performanca. 

British Aerospace strug- 
gled out of its nose dive, re- 


covering 24.5p to 450p. But 
General Electric Co„ the 
other half of the Marconi deal, 
continued to fail, losing an- 
other 21p to 525.5p. 

Mariks & Spencer, fol- 
lowing criticism of its spring 
fashion range, gave up 9.75p 
to 337.5p and Cadbury 
Schweppes lost 34p to 920.5p 
on worries about its soft 
drinks sales and the failure of 
its arch-rival, Nestle, to meet 
growth expectations. 

Zeneca rose 66p (after 
107p> to 2,834 p. Rumours con- 
tinue to swirl that its merger 
with the Swedish Astra drugs 
group will be challenged. Lat- 
est to assume the market's 
mantle as counter bidder is 
SmithKline Beech am. sup- 
porting the story by falling 
Hip to 880.5p in busy trading. 

Shell, the oil giant, man- 
aged a 3.75p rise to 339p on 
stories from Paris it planned 
an alliance with Elf Aquitaine. 

House of Fraser, the de- 
partment stores chain, had 
another eventful session. The 
shares rose a further 4.5p 
(after 7p) to 92.5p in busy 
trading with Joe Bloggs cre- 
ator Shami Ahmed said to 


CONROY DIAMONDS & 
Gold held at 59.5p on the 
fringe Ofex share market 
The Irish explorer, created 
by Professor Richard 
Conroy, could be on the 
verge of establishing a 
significant gold mine in 
County Monaghan. Mr 
Conroy says there are 
indications the company 
may have “discovered the 
first major gold mine in 
the British Isles". He 
admits, however, there is 
“an awful lot of work to 
do". CD&G is capitalised 
at £5.7m. 


have built a near 5 per cent 
shareholding, field, the pack- 
aging group, actually collect- 
ed a bid. The US group 
Chesapeake Corporation, is 
offering 320p a share and 
Field rose 23p to 3l6.5p, 

A threatened miners’ 
strike left National Power 
under pressure. The shares 
fell 20.5p to 5l0.5p as workers 
athard-pressed RIB Mining 
voted on strike action. RJB fell 
3.5p to 52.5p. The mining 
group and NP are in talks to 
put in place guaranteed order 
for eight pits in Yorimhire, 
where 4,700 miners work. 

British Airways dropped 
i4p to 375p. Chief executive 
Bob Acting briefed analysts, 
prompting CSFB to cut its 
share price target to 330p. A 
’Westminster decision to refer 
the £75m take-over of CityFty- 
er Express to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
also hit sentiment 

British Steel, followingm- 
vestment meet ings, rose l4J>p 
to H9p. CSFB put a target of 
I45p on the shares, down to 
87.5p last month. 

Blue Circle Industries 
was again hit by profit down- 
gradings, falling I4p to 257p. 

Aegis, on bid hopes, im- 
proved B.25p to 113.5 in busy 
trading. And Adam & Harvey 
jumped 25p to I42.5p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1.3 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 83.515 
GILTS INDEX: 116.39 +026 


Lonhro Africa shares 


shrug off £5.7m loss Ife gf 


By Francesco Guerkera 

LONRHO AFRICA the troubled 
hotels- to -cotton conglomerate, 
yesterday posted a disastrous 
set of results and pledged to sell 
a range of undeeperfonung 
businesses. 

The group, demerged from 
the late Tiny Rowland's mining 
empire in May said it had been 
hit by a mix of tough market 
conditions, devaluations of 
African currencies and political 
trouble on the continent 

These plunged the company 
into a £5.7m pre-tax loss for 1998 
compared with a £22.6m profit 
in 1997. However the shares, 
which have fallen from their 95p 
float price, shrugged off the fig- 
ures and rose 3.25p to 50p. 

Bernard Asher, Lonrho 
Africa's outspoken chairman, 
said the company's plight had 
been compounded tty a revolt 
by a group of shareholders 
backed by financier George 
Soros. B taken ey Management 
and African Lakes, two emerg- 
ing market funds with a 10.1 
stoke in the group, sought to re- 
place half the board in a bid to 
break up the company. They 
were defeated tty a narrow 
margin at a shareholder meet- 
ing last month. 

Mr Asher said the costs of 
the rebellion “had been 


Market value: £1 

Trading record 

Turnover (Em) 

Ptem for me year (Em} 
Earnings per share (p) 
Dividends per share ip) 

Share price 

pence 

95 ■= 


10m, share price 50p (+3.25pJ 


1997 

1998 

1999* 

2000' 

557.6 

410.6 

439.5 

483.0 

20.6 

-15.9 

20.S 

30.4 

B.6 

-12 

7.4 

&9 

- 

2.9 

3.5 

3.3 



Turnover breakdown 

year ro 30 Sep 

Other Hotels 

£23.5in , E17_2nt 


j Distribution 
I £77. 7m-. 


M J JASON 


w I Agri 

D J I £l 12.7m 


I Motors 
■ — £194.0ra 


incredibly high. This company 
was completely disrupted for 
months and on top of this we 
have the monetary costs to ad- 
visers," to be revealed in this 
year's accounts. 

On financial performance, 
chief executive Mark Newman 
said all Lonrho Africa’s busi- 
nesses, ranging from Toyota 
dealers in Uganda to pig breed- 
ing in Kenya, had been savaged 
by the plunge in the continent’s 
currencies. Some currencies, 


such as Zimbabwe’s, had fall- 
en by over 60 per cent against 
the pound, wiping some £36m 
from Lonrho’s £425m turnover. 

A collapse in cotton prices 
depressed the company's core 
agriculture operations, while 
the bombing of the US em- 
bassy in Nairobi destroyed 
tourism, Mr Newman said. 

The chief executive said the 
company would try to improve 
performance fay selling non- 
core and poorly-performing 


businesses. In the long term the 
company would focus on just 
two divisions - agribusiness, 
which includes cotton, timber 
and food procession, and dis- 
tribution, inducting car dealer- 
ships and wholesale food. 

Mr Asher said business con- 
ditions were no better so far this 

yean although it was unlikely 
1999 would see a repeat of “cat- 
aclysmic events" such as the 
Nairobi bomb. 

Analysts cautioned that Lon- 
rho's core markets would re- 
main tough for most of 1999. 
“We are likely to see a poor set 
of figures in the first half of 1999 
followed perhaps by a bit of a 
pick-up in motors in the second 
halT said John Meyerat SG Se- 
curities. 

Commentators noted that 
Lonrho Africa's shares are 
trading at a huge discount to its 
net assets of L06p, making the 
company a takeover target 
“There are a lot of emerging 
markets funds which would be 
interested," one said. 

Jenni Chamberlain, African 
equity analyst at HSBC, said the 
shares should be bought “be- 
cause of the chance of some- 
body taking them oveg but also 
because of the break-up value”. 
She said Mr Newman's dis- 
posal strategy would improve 
the company’s performance. 


Tough year in store for Alldays 


SHARES IN Alldays, the conve- 
nience store chain, lost half 
their value yesterday when the 
group shocked the City with dis- 
appointing results and warned 
of a difficult year ahead. 

Shares in the group fell from 
177.5p to 92.5p, wiping £73m 
from the market value, now 
£77m. Last summer the shares 
reached a peak of 62l.5p. 

The plunge was caused by 
pre-tax profits down from 
£21 .lm in 1997 to £i3.6m before 
exceptionals. Analysts expect- 
ed flat profits of at least £2im_ 

Colin Glass, chief executive, 
said the group had expanded 
too quickly. He said he was self- 
critical about internal controls 
that had not been good enough. 

AllDays, formerly known as 
Whtson & Phillips, has grown 
rapidty, adding 200 stores last 
year to bring the total to 95ft The 


By Andrew verity 

growth was made possible by a 
system of separately managed 
regional franchises with dis- 
cretion over buying decisions. 

Mr Glass said there had 
been too many layers of man- 
agement allowing regional 
managers to make ill-judged 
purchases. Last year some 
made speculative decisions to 
buy CDs and other goods that 
sold poorly. Excluding asset 
dispoMis, only l of 32 regional 
franchises made profits in 1998. 

Regional managers struck 
deals with suppliers offering 
upfront incentives on equip- 
ment such as photocopiers, 
which they planned to book as 
profits this year Instead the cen- 
tral management decided to 
spread them over three years, 
pushing down profits this year 


The group was hit by poor 
weather. Convenience stores 
rely on high-margin products 
such as soft drinks and ice 
cream. Industry observers be- 
lieve the poor 1998 summer was 
the least profitable on record. 

The group changed its name 


share price, pence 
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Sir Malcolm to PEOPLE AND 
take the strain BUSINESS 


GEOFFREY ROBINSON may 
have resigned as paymaster- 
general, but one of Ms proteges. 
Sir Malcolm Bates, continues 
to enjoy political patronage - 
from John Prescott of all peo- 
ple. 

Mr Robinsoc was an ally of 
Gordon Brown, theChanceDor 
but was no friend to Mr 
Prescott. Now Mr Prescott has 
appointed Sir Malcolm as non- 
executive chairman of London 
Transport . 

Sir Malcolm, chairman of 
both Pearl Group and Premier 
Faraeli. was called in by Mr 
Robinson within weeks of the 
New Labour general election 
victory to carry out a complete 
review of the stalled Private 
Finance Initiative (PFD. 

Alastair Ross Goobey was 
removed from the PFI Panel to 
make room for Mr Bates, and 
returned to his post as chief 
executive of Hermes Pensions 
Management 

Now Mr Prescott has called 


By John 
Willcock 


in Sir Malcolm to breathe new 
life into the capital's staggering 
public transport network. The 
Deputy Prime Minister yes- 
terday praised Mr Bates's 
“extensive management expe- 
rience and involvement in the 
development of public-private 
partnerships (which) means 
be can help LT build an effec- 
tive partnership with the pri- 
vate sector” 

Heartening to see New 
Labour healing its rifts. 

By design 

ANDREW MORRIS is a happy 
man. He is the managing di- 
rector of the Business Design 
Centre in Islington, which is 
owned by his family business. 
He is also the founder of the 



London Contemporaiy Art flak; 
which bjeked off its tenth annual 
exhibition this week. 

“We started in 1989 with 32 
art galleries exhibiting and 

4.000 visitors. We sold £200,000 
worth of art," Mr Morris recalls. 
“Now we have 90 galleries, get 

40.000 visitors and we expect to 
sell around £10m worth of 
wort" 

Mr Morris adds that taking 
into account art works sold 
after the exhibition doses, “we 
think the value of our art mar- 
ket is £l5m to £20m". 

Despite the success of the 
Design Centre as an exhibition 
venue, Mr Morris insists he has 
“no plans to float the business 
- even though Jots of City peo- 
ple keep approaching me". 

Mr Morris believes in keep- 
ing it in the family - his four 


to Alldays last year and dis- 
posed of W&B its food service 
business, nearly halving its 
stock market value. David 
Saunders, head of the retail 
business, left last year and Mr 
Glass tods hands-on control 
Alldays yesterday announced 
a major restructuring that will 
depress profits in the year 
ahead. Regional franchises that 
do not perform will be bought in 
to reduce overheads. The group 
has appointed Stuart Lawson, a 
former director of Burger King, 
as finance director 

Dresdner Kleinwort Ben- 
son, tanker to ADDays, predicts 
flat profits in the year ahead, 
with dividends staying at i2p, 
down from I8£p a year ago. 
David Stoddart of Henderson 
Crostbwaite said the shares 
were unlikely to attract much 
interest in the near future. 


brothers are also in business, 
while 13 grandchildren are 
waiting in the wings. 

Youngest brother Jack is 
chairman of the Design Centre, 
while Gerald, Paul and Phillip 
run CIL International, a shop- 
fitting company that recently 
_fitted out the duty free com- 
plexes at H wig Kong and Dubai 
airports. 

Top watchdog 

JOHN MAGZLL, the mild-man- 
nered accountant from Deloitte 
& Touche who became Dame 
Shirley Porter’s nemesis in the 
Westminster Council “homes 
for votes" scandal, has been ap- 
pointed a top national audit 
watchdog. 

Mr MagiU now heads the 
Forensic Services Department 
at Deloitte &lbuche, and is 
joining the Financial Reporting 
Review Panel The 16-stroag 
panel has power to investigate 
annual accounts of any public 
or large private company. 

Mr MagiU was formerly dis- 
trict auditor of Westminster 
City Council and was appoint- 
ed by the Audit Commission to 


by Peter thal Larsen 

ADSCENE. the regional pub- 
lisher is looking for acquisitions 
to bolster its publishing busi- 
ness after pulling out of com- 
mercial printing. 

Robert Broadley the finance 
director, said the company was 
looking to use its balance sheet 
strength to invest in its exist- 
ing businesses as well as out- 
side the group. 

Last month Ajdscene, which 
publishes a range of local paid- 
for and free weekly newspapers 
in London and the Midlands, 
sold its Flair Press subsidiary 
for £l.3m. The move largely 
ends the company's exposure 
to volatile commercial printing. 

The sale, which triggered an 
exceptional accounting charge 
of £5 .4m, pulled Adscene into 
the red for the first half of its 
financial year. In the half to 28 
November the company re- 
ported a pre-tax loss of £3m, 
after a profit of £2.9m in the 
same period the previous year. 

However Mr Broadley point- 
ed out that the sale had reduced 
Adscene's balance sheet gear- 
ing to 28 per cent, giving it scope 
for expansioa “It takes some of 
the pressure off the organic 
growth," he said. 

Despite the rapid consoli- 
dation in regional newspapers, 
now dominated by a few large 
groups, Adscene insisted that 
it had an independent future. 
David Fbrdham. the chief ex- 
ecutive, said its operating mar- 
gins, which widened to 19 per 
cent, are at least as good as 
those of its larger rivals. 

Nevertheless, analysts 
pointed to signs of a slowdown 
in advertising sales. Advertis- 
ing revenues rose by 3 per 
cent, driven tty increased re- 
cruitment advertising. But 
motor and other forms of clas- 
sified advertising showed falls 

“Recruitment advertising 
will decline as unemployment 
increases," Mr Pordham said. 
“But we still hope to report 
growth in advertising in the sec- 
ond half." 

Adscene shares, which have 
risen sharply in recent weeks 
from last year's low of llOp, fell 
2p to l63.5p. Analysts said the 
shares now trade on a multiple 
of ll times historical earnings, 
reflecting the concerns that 
profits would be undermined if 
advertising began to fail 


investigate the sale of the 
Council's cemeteries for a de- 
risory sunt- He then investi- 
gated the sale of council houses 
involving council leader Dame 
Shirley and Tbiy colleagues. 

Mr MagiU has won the 
grudging respect of his con- 
temporaries at Deloitte & 
Tbuche by his ability to work 
non-stop on the plane both on 
the way to New York and then 
on the return flight to 
Heathrow. Not a man to cross. 

Back to SJPC 

PAUL BRADSHAW, a well 
known figure in the fund man- 
agement business, is returning 
to St James's Place Capital 
(SJPC), which he helped found 
along with Sir Mark Weinberg 
and Jacob Rothschild In 1 991. 

Mr Bradshaw is coming 
back as chief executive of J 
Rothschild International 
Assurance. 

If you hove arty news you wish 
to share with “ People and 
Business’', please e-mail j.uriU- 
codzfamdepende7U.co.uk. 
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OTHER SPOT RATES 


*gentnui 
Briar 
China 
Czech Rep 

*&pt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kumar 


Sterling 

1.6465 

2.5933 

33.632 

51.200 

5.6268 

3885.9 

355.70 

69-978 

13995.7 

0.4991 

149.01 


Oman 

Pakistan 

PhilBpines 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Korea 
Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAH 


0.6339 

83.513 

63-145 

5.8123 

5.9926 

38364.6 

1920.7 

53-035 

60017 

540891 

6.0477 


0.3050 

50,720 

38.350 

3.5300 

3.6395 

23300.0 

1166.50 

32210 

36.450 

328500 

3.6730 


UK 

Base 6.00% 
European Central Bank 
O/N Marginal3.25% 

O/N Faculty 2.75% 

Repo 3.00% 
Canada 

Prime 6.75% 


Discount 5.25% 
Denmark 

Discount 3.50% 
US 

Prime 7.75% 
Discount 4.50% 
Fed Funds 4.63% 
Sweden 


Repo(Avel 3.40% 
Japan 

Discount 0.50% 
Switzerland 
Discount 1.00% 
Lombard 3.00% 






BOND YIELDS 



Country 3 mth 

dig 

MU' 

chg 

2yr dig 

Syr dig 

10 yr 

dig 

Australia 4.74 

0.02 

4.77 

0.10 

4.90 0.08 

5.04 0.09 

5.25 

0.09 

Belgium 2.94 

-0.03 

2.87 

0.01 

3.00 0.00 

3.43 0.01 

3.94 

0.01 

Canada 

4.70 

0.04 

4JI 

0.04 

4J6 0.06 

4.93 0.05 

5.05 

0.04 

Euro 

3.05 

0.00 

2.99 

0.00 

2.86 0.03 

3.26 0.03 

3.69 

0.02 1 

France 

3.05 

0.00 

2.84 

0.00 

2.97 0.06 

3.22 0.02 

3.79 

0.03 

1 Germany 3.05 

0.00 

239 

0.00 

2.87 0.04 

3.16 0.05 

3.69 

0.04 , 

Italy 

2.98 

0.00 

2.93 

0.00 

3.02 0.01 

3.3! 0.03 

3.92 

0,02 1 

Japan 

0.2B 

0.00 

0.34 

-0.01 

0.54 *0.02 

1.16-0.06 

1.87 

-0.06 

N" bands 

3.05 

0.00 

2.99 

0.00 

2.97 0.02 

3.24 0.04 

180 

0.03 

Spain 

2 94 

0.05 

2.88 

0.02 

2.93 0.03 

3.37 0.03 

3.92 

0.03 

Sweden 

3.61 

0.00 

3 21 

0.Q2 

3.31 0.00 

3.49 0.02 

4.00 

0.00 

Sland 

1.26 

0.02 

1.49 

0.01 

1.54 0.00 

1.93 0.03 

2.54 

0.01 

UK 

5.50 

0.00 

5.4b 

0.00 

4.79 *0.02 

4.38 -002 

4.27 

-0.03 

US 

4.30 

0.03 

4.34 

0.15 

4.69 -0.06 

4.68-0.07 

4.7S 

-0.07 

■■ 
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Ouenfght 

t week 

1 month 

3 months 6 months 

1 year 



0U Offer 

BU Offer Bid Oder 

BH Offer BU Offer flU Offer 

Treasury Bills 




5.74 5.64 

5.55 5.50 



USSR 




6.066.06 

6.00 6.00 

5.82 5.82 5.60 5.60 5.455.45 

Domestic Depot 

6.25 6.13 

646 5.94 

544 5.88 

5.72 5.66 5.53 5.47 5.41634 

Euroswflng Deps 

5.88 6.00 

5J4 5277 

5.88 5.94 

5.66 5.72 5.47 S.53 5345.41 

Eligible Bank Bills 




5JB2 5.72 

5.62 5.32 5.37 5 37 


SfewgCDs 




5.91 5.83 

5.68 5.60 5.43 5.33 5305-20 

Eurodollar CDs 




4.61 

4.81 <r.B4 



Euro Libor 



3.07 3.07 

3.07 3.07 

3.05 3.05 3.01 3.01 2. 

992.99 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Low 

Est floor 
volume 

Interest 

Long Gilt 

Mar-99 

119.53 

119.70 

119.06 

40586 00 

109142.00 

5 Yr Git 

Mar-99 

109.17 

108.95 

108.95 

1 00 

63.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

117.17 


._ 



Itafan Bond 

Mar-99 

114.73 

115.10 

114.66 

12146.00 

43597.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

130.45 

130.79 

130.35 

1496.00 


3 Mth Sterling 

Mar-98 

94.46 

94.51 

94.42 

39139.00 

1911 58.00 

Jun- 99 

94.82 

94.85 

94.74 

51394.00 

193335.00 

3 Mth Euranwh 

Feb-99 

96.96 


... 


147600 


Mar-99 

97.02 

97.M 

97.01 

59083.00 

414727.00 

3 Mth EuroHra 

Mar-99 

97.02 

97.04 

97.01 

2075.00 

232387.00 


Jun-99 

97.13 

97.16 

97.13 

939.00 

65266.00 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.36 

99.36 

99.36 

700.00 


3 Mth Euraswtss 

Mar-99 

98.60 

98.66 

98.59 20289.00 

B3OO8.0O 


Apr-99 

98.50 

98.55 

98.49 

7144 00 

43601 OO 

3 Mrh Eun> LBwr 

Feb-99 

96-95 

_ 





Mar-99 

97.01 




5944.00 

FTSE 100 

Mar-99 

6140.00 

6155.00 

6065.00 20460.00 

170922.00 


LME (5/tonne) 

Cash Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

UVEaodG 

Chg* 

Aluminum HG 

1207 

1208 -20.50 

1208 

1209 

-20 

724125 

28900 

Aluminium Alloy 

1011 

1016 -74.00 

1041 

1046 

-13 

94920 

-140 

Copper A 

1441 

1442 -9.00 

1469 

1470 

-9 

610000 

2825 

Lead 

486 

487 -1.50 

491 

492 

-2 

106225 

-175 

Nickel 

4310 

4320 -40.00 

4380 

4385 

-40 

65562 

294 

Tm 

5125 

5130 -40.00 

5100 

5110 

-50 

7985 

55 

Zinc 

930.5 

931.5 0.50 

950 

951 


31 9875 

-175 



UFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 


Piwmnm 353.00 0.00-21 50 Radium 214.60 1.95-14.90 Krug’rarefc 289.31 3.35 

RaOadum 321.50-1.00 91.00 Palladium 195.15 0.85 5390 Sow 71.92 
SHw 5.13 0.01 -0.67 saver 3.11 0.00 -0.45 Nobles 386.05 
Gold 286.00-0.50 -2.A0 Maple Leaf 292.45 -13.02 
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Settlement Mte: 6105.60 








Feb 


tw 


Apr 




Series 

Call kmlM Put Imp VO! 

Call 

Pat 

Call 

Put 

Con 

Put 

6050 

314 35 

164 32 

400 

264 

487 

344 

563 

408 

6100 

285 35 

184 32 

365 

284 

460 

367 

533 

427 

6150 

257 35 

205 31 

337 

305 

433 

391 

503 

447 

6200 

228 34 

225 30 

306 

325 

407 

415 

473 

467 


ENERGY at 


Brent CrudetSAaneQGag ol($/teRflO) WT1 Crude(S/bjrrd) ProduasfS/tonne) 
ire Last' aig Vbl PE dose Ok W NYM Last* Cha SpotOFNWEtr 

Mar 10.61-0.1715570 ftb 9600-300 6076 M> 11.91 -0.17 Gasolne95 116 00 

Apr 10.74-0,11 5004 Mar 97.75-2.75 3137 Mar 12.05 -0.12 Naphtha 99.00 

May 10J04.10 5i6 Apr 99 50-3 00 10*6 Apr 12.18 4X10 Gasoil 99.00 

May 12 34 41.07 Fud Ofl (3.5%s}61.D0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s^opm || 


Coeon 

Coffee 

Barley 


Potatoes 

Soya Beans* 

UFFE £/t»me 

UFFE S/lome 

UFFE Etorme 

LlFFEfuionne 

OOT Stt 

Mar99 900.00 

Jan99 1650.00 

Jan99 

79.75 

MarM 250.00 

Apr99 528.00 

Mey99 927.00 

Mar99 1665.00 

Mar99 

81.00 

Aprf» 321.00 

MayM 527.75 

JuB9 947.00 

May991615.00 

May99 

81.25 

May99 318.00 

Jun99 532.50 

UoJ: 0 

Wat 0 

Uoi: 

0 

Vbt 0 

VbL- 0 

White Sugar" 

Freight 

Wheat 


Com" 

Lge Potatoes 1 

UFFE S/lome 

UFFESlMfcpc 

UFFE 

CBOTCents/bshl 

Aft Mttfcg 

MarM 231.80 

Jan99 822.00 

Jan99 

74.50 

MarM 215.00 

Jan 99 33,50 i 

May99 233.50 

Fc&99 685.QQ 

Mar99 

75AO 

MaySS 221.00 

MarM 19.3s 1 

Aug99 230.00 

M»99 895.00 

May99 77.10 

JuJ99 2262)0 

MayM 34.00 

W: 0 

wat 0 

Voi: 

0 

Wfl* 0 

Vofc 0 ; 


OTHER SPOTS at 5:3opm 


vvww.bloombe rg.com/uk Source; Bloombe 



Feb UueCattfe 
Feb PbrkBcttn 


[CME)$/40k!b 
(CME) 5/404 fc 


Mar OraigeJufce (CTN) S/15K fc 

Dec MMl (CSq5/50kb 

Mar Oats (CBT) S/5k bsii 

Mr Fla*. (WCE) S/20 m 


Mar WHteMaize {$AF] S/100 me 622.00 

*n Ritter (TOM) Y/ 5Jt kg 80.10 

Mar Canon (CTN) V50t> fa 59.32 

Mar Crude Pamt (KLC)S/25cn 2076.00 

"to ScyaOfl (CBTlS/Mklb 2343 
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Cricket: The Sri Lankan 


off-spinner with the unorthodox style is being spumed by sceptical observers Down 


Australia throws Murali off course 


By Stephen brenkley 

in Melbourne 


MUTT1AH MURALITHARAN is one of 
the world’s great bowlers. At present 
be is being hounded around Aus- 
tralia. Where he should be lauded he 

is being ridiculed; when he should 
be hailed he is being spumed. 
Murali is a prince being treated as 
a scoundrel. 

Quite simply, the Australians 
think the bewildering Sri Lankan off- 
spinner is a chuckec They have no 
firm evidence to support this con- 
tention and, actually, they have 
quite the opposite. Yet they have 
reached a conclusion, demanded a 
conviction and want to extract pun- 
ishment 

They will not accept that an 
action which does not conform to the 
norm is legal They said so three 
years ago through a series of 
umpiring calls and are saying so 
now, if, thus fan more insidiously. It 
is distinctly unsavoury and it is 
seriously disrupting the Sri Lankan 
team and fasting a large shadow 
over a one-day tournament in which 

England are competing tigerishfy. 

The media have made their point 
in all manner of ways, abstruse 
and explicit The crowds at the 
Carlton & United triangular series 
have followed their lead. Each time 
Murali has come on to bowl be has 
been greeted with chants o£ “No 
ball.” Officialdom has stepped in and 
stepped out again just as quickiy, 
appearing initially to say that the 
bowler's action had been reported 
and then categorically stating that 
it bad not 

It is an open secret that Murali 


‘It's frustrating when 
people are shouting at 
you all the time - but, 
the more they shout, the 
more I’ll be tougher ’ 


may be called by an umpire before 
this competition is done. That pro- 
fession appears to have dosed ranks 
but nods and winks have been dis- 
tributed like gifts to International 
Olympic Committee delegates. No 
call came, except from the terraces, 
in Sri Lanka’s first three matches. 
It may have arrived in the day-night 
match in Hobart against Australia 
but the hottest tip in town is that if 
it is going to happen it will happen 
this weekend in Adelaide. What 
ructions there would be. 

Murali tharan is playing under 
tremendous pressure, intolerable 
scrutiny and probably has no plans 
to join his hundreds of thousands of 
compatriots who have made their 
homes in Australia. Last summer, 
when he took 16 wickets against 
England in a Ttestat The Oval in as 
entrancing a piece of bowling as you 
could ever wish or are likely to see. 
he was on top of the world. Five 
months on, he must feel he is in the 
gutter 

The team have tried to ensure he 
said notiiing but, dignified though 
that was, he eventually broke his 
silence before some waiting televi- 
rion cameras. “It's frustrating when 
you go to the ground and people are 
shouting at you all the time, that's 
maybe the most annoying thing 
than anything else,” he said. ‘'But I 
think the more they shout, the more 
HI be tougher. Other bowlers or 
other batsmen, when they hit a 
four or take a wicket, the crowd app- 
reciate them. But with me it's the 
other way round.” The only problem, 
he added, was in Australia. 

The relationship between the 
bowler and the country has, as they 
say form. Murali was 23 when he 
first came to Australia in 1995, at the 
start of his remarkable interna- 
tional career. Word quickly got 
around about the youngster with the 



The debate over Muttiah Mural itharan’s bowling action is complicated by his ‘corkscrew wrists' and his physical inability since birth to straighten his arm 


ABsport 


odd action: a bent ann which some 
were ready to say straightened in 
delivery. Once that sort of rumour 
gains wide circulation it does not 
fade Medical declarations that his 
bent arm is generic and cannot be 
straightened and the apparent pos- 
session by one of his brothers of a 
similar generic rarity have been 
given no credence. 

He was called seven times for 
throwing, unusually from the 
bowler's end, by the respected 
ump ire Darrell Hair in the Boxing 
Day Test at Melbourne. Later on the 
touc in a match against Queensland, 
the bowler was called again by Ross 
Emerson. (Hair is not umpiring any 
Sri Lankan matches in this series 
after rubbishing Murali’s action in 
a book last year; Emerson is stand- 
ing in Adelaide this weekend). Con- 
troversy ensued but since then, it 
seemed, nothing - except a bur- 
geoning careen Muralitharan has 
taken 203 wickets in 42 Ttests, one 


fewer match than it took Shane 
Warne to reach that amount 

Last August in England, he was 
a bowler at the top of his game, a fin- 
ger spinner with corkscrew wrists 
which had a snap like a crocodile, 
wrapped oven under and beside 
the ball and purveyed magic. What- 
ever the England coach, David 
Lloyd, said about his unorthodoxy in 
an unfortunate interview which 
came across as grapes which were 
not so much sour as rancid, his 
action was accepted by the game's 
followers at large. Throwing comes 
under the aegis of Law 242, which 
permits bowling with a bent arm but 
disallows that arm to be straight- 
ened “whether it be partial or com- 
plete, during that part of the defivery 
swing which directly precedes the 
ball leaving the hand”. 

Then Murali arrived in Australia 
with the world champions. The in- 
nuendo began immediately and has 
not abated. It is difficult to pin down 


A CHUCKER’ IN THE RULES OF CRICKET 


Law 24 CU) 

Note A. Definition of a throw. 


'A ball shall he deemed to have been thrown if, in the 
opinion of either umpire, the process of straightening the 
bowling arm, whether it be partial or complete, takes 4 
place during that part of the delivery swing which \ 

directly precedes the ball leaving the band This 
tion shall not debar a bowler from the use of the wrisL 
in the delivery swing. ’ — J 


but there is a suspicion that the 
whole affair is being propelled by 
something other than the intricacies 
(beautiful or criminal, depending on 
your view) of Murali’s action. Not 
racism, exactly, but stemming hum 
the strained cricketing links 
between the countries. 

The gossip grew so confused at 


the start of the tournament that 
Peter van der Merwe, the former 
captain of South Africa who is the 
referee, was forced to deny that he 
had received reports about the ac- 
tion. In a statement the Interna- 
tional Cricket Council said that, in 
any case, public comment by an um- 
pire or referee is not consistent with 


the confidential nature of its pro- 
cedures. 

The gist of much of the statement 
is that whfle umpir es can, of course, 
invoke law 242 if they think fit, 
there is now another method to pin 
down dodgy actions. If an umpire or 
referee sees something not to his lik- 
ing, the referee can request the 
home board in a series to “instruct 
the TV network to discreetly nhtato 
footage of the player from different 
angles using a mixture of normal 
speed and slow motion cameras." 
The resultant video is then dis- 
patched to the nine members of the 
ICC's advisory panel on ill egal de- 
liveries, who have a video confer- 
ence. If, in their opinion, there is 
reason for doubt the player's home 
board is informed and asked to 
withdraw him from internati onal 
cricket for remedial action. 

The ICC also revealed that as re- 
cently as 1997 the panel had exam- 
ined Muraii's action and found it be 


fain The panel has not however, 
looked at footage of him bowling 
when Hair called him in the 1995 
Melbourne Test and the ICC was 
also at pains to point out that what 
applied in 1997 may not apply now. 
“The panel can only decide on what 
has happened, net on what m^y hap- 
pen,” it said in a sentence as con- 
voluted as Muralitharan’ s d el ivery 

It also transpires that an Aus- 
tralian scientific institute has sent-, 
tinised film of the bowler 
declared the action legal: he creates, 
an optical illusion. 

Ranjit Pernado, the Sri T^nka 
manager conceded that the bar- 
racking had affected the team’s 
morale and that they had gone 
thro ugh a trauma, because of bong 
subjected to what amounted to 
harassment 

“Wfe firmly believe Mnraffs action 
has always been fain" he said. But, 
m Australia, Murali is in danger of 
being sentenced without trial. 


The disturbing truth behind Tyson’s fading aura 


AFTER SCANNING the many 
thousands of words that were 
tapped out last week about Mike 
Tyson and watching his perfor- 
mance against Frangois Botha on 
television, two conclusions have 
been reached personally about the 
former undisputed heavyweight 
champion. 

The first - and it allows for the 
disturbing effects of ghoulish media 
attention - is that Ty^nhas become 
a bore. The other; not by any means 
an original or ringing announce- 
ment, is that he will not be 
remembered as a truly great 
fighter. 

Television's two dimensional 
restriction could not conceal from 
this viewer the technical short- 
comings evident in Tyson before he 



impression that Tyson would now 
probably be at risk against any 
well-schooled, resolute opponent 
In truth, Tyson is finished, only 
a ghost of the fighter who once 
spread terror throughout the heavy- 


KEN JONES 


delivered the short, st unning right 
that brought a fifth-round knock-out 
over Botha in Las Vegas last 
Saturday. 

Long-range consultations with a 
number of good judges who were 
dose to the action added to the 


his mentor Cus D’Amato long since 
forgotten. 

When Tyson was launched on a 
career that became quickly spec- 
tacular; every vei^on the champ- 
ionship his at barely 22 years old, he 
was dearly a programmed fighter; 
his natural power refined by 
D'Amato's tuition, responding to 
numbered combinations called out 
from his corner D’Amato’s death, a 
rancorous split with trainer Kevin 
Rooney and Don King’s seductions 
left Tyson without critical ring guid- 


ance. A three-year prison sentence 
for the rape of a beauty queen 
heightened fascination with Tyson, 
making him even more marketable, 
but it put paid to him as a fighter 

Suggestions that he could 
emulate Muhammad All’s remark- 
able resurrection after a long ab- 
sence from the ring were hogwash. 
Apart from anything else, and size 
comes into it, Tyson did not have 
Ali’s talent for extemporisation. 

Realising that his leg speed, ex- 
ceptional in a heavyweight, had 
gone. Ah first explored the extent 
of his will and then devised a 
method of smothering that was 
taken a daring stage further when 
he drew George Foreman’s fire in 
Zaire before knocking him out to 
sensationally regain the title. 


The latent intellectualism 
attributed to Tyson has not shown 
itself in the ring. An aura of invin- 
cibility disappeared with the loss of 
his title to James ‘Buster’ Douglas. 
Unlike Ali, who was unique, he has 
been unable to compensate for the 
effects of inactivity. 

I found it interesting last week to 
read that Tyson’s latest trainer, 
Tbmmy Brooks, was sure of a 
response to his instruction. 
Assuming it meant that Tyson 
would again be employing* stiff jab, 
that he would be a more elusive tar- 
get when coming forward and 
throw clusters rather than single 
punches, I looked for signs of im- 
provement 

There, in the first round, they 

disappeared tmee Tyson grew frus- 


trated in his efforts to weaken 
Botha. 

It reminded me of a conversation 
I had with Floyd Patterson when he 
was preparing Donovan ‘Razor 1 
Ruddock to fight Lennox Lewis in 
an eliminator for the heavyweight 
title. After putting in a great deal of 
work Patterson was sure that Rud- 
dock would carter the ring as a much 
improved fighter Instead, at the first 
crisis, he reverted to type and did 
not last long against Lewis. 

This was more, or less, the wav 

things wentlast week in Las Vegas 

Fmgelting most of what Brooks 
had told him, Tyson concentrated on 
faying to dispose of Botha, who was 
not up to much anyway, with a sto- 
gie punch. 

News came yesterday 0 f a 


Wzarre incident two days before the 


. , wmjwerew airmg m 

interview him. “Call me niggen call 
menigget;” he shouted at them. He 
then became tearful. It was very 
odjl distuitiing," I was told. “Ybn 
couldn’t be sure what Tyson would 

uOnextSQWPriiv«Miwl4«f™_ii._;- 


^ we decided to tape the in- 

«™ew rather than go five wife it” 

Stories like that make people 1 
wonder what the future hoEsfor 
Tyson, whether his violent mood 
swmgs wifi have a tragic outcome. 

Significantly I think, there was 
0Q Part of Tyson’s 

tension sponsors, Showtime, to 
talk im h\c - . - TI_ 


- - — — XUS 

implication in their silence is that 

they can see it wifi soon be over for 
nun. 
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How they see it- Spectators enjoy a panoramic view of the rink at Potters Leisure Centre while, below, competitors get down to action in front of a packed house at the World Indoor Championships David Ashdoum 

Tradition makes way for hi-de-hi life 


DAVID L E MARQUAND did 
something rather daring at the 
TOarid Indoor Bowls Champion- 
ships this week. Are you ready? 
He used bowls which matched 
the colour of his shirt: yellow. 
Well, I mean to say... 

Within the sport, according 
to Anne Dunwoodie of the 
World Bowls Tour, Le Mar- 
quand’s little innovation is re- 
garded as ‘'futuristic". 

Evolution, rather than revo- 
lution, is the name of this par- 
ticular game. 

Imagine, then, the furore 
LjJjen the game's authorities 
winded to shift the World 
Championships from tbeir 
home of the last 10 years at 
Preston's Guild Hall to the 
venue they currently occupy - 
Potters Leisure Resort, Coast 
Road, Hoptoo-on-Sea. 

“People wrote to us to say it 
was like moving football from 
Wembley or snooker from the 
Crucible," said John Potter; 
whose family runs the centre cm 
the Norfolk coast "Even those 
who supported us said what we 
were trying to do was impossi- 
ble." like it or not, the tradi- 
tionalists are going to have to 
get used to it Having invested 
several millions in building the 
world’s largest indoor bowls 
arena, the Pottershave laid out 
a further £L3m to host and 
sponsor the Championships for 
t next four years. 

’in return, they hope to 
establish a new clientele of 
paying - and staying - specta- 


BY MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

tors to enliven their slack mid- 
winter months. More than 20 
hours of mid-afternoon expo- 
sure on BBC2 will do nothing to 
harm their ambitions. 

The decision to seek the 
grey pound associated with 
bowling was a calculated risk by 
a company founded on a stroke 
of fortune by John’s great 
grandfather; Herbert who es- 
tablished the enterprise with 
£500 he received for winning a 
national newspaper competi- 
tion. The now defunct Sunday 
Chronicle judged that the 
young solicitor’s cleric had re- 
sponded best to their challenge 


restaurant bars, gym, swim- 
ming pool - is deliberately in- 
tended to give visitors the 
sense of being on a cruise. 

Fbr bowls followers such as 
Sylvia Cartel; staying through- 
out the entire three weeks of 
competition at a cost of around 
£1.200, the whole concept is 
working wonderfully. As she 
prepared to watch her favourite 
bowler, Ian Schuback, in action 
- “I first saw him at the 1986 
Commonwealth Games and I 
thought ‘Oh. isn't he gor- 
geous'!" ~ Sylvia reflected upon 
how it felt to be The Complete 
Package, to use the new alias 
bestowed upon her by Radio 
Norfolk. 


'It's very easy to be led here. You get a lot of 
people wanting to buy you a drink. If you get 
drunk as a skunk . . . you won 't play very well 1 


of coining an apt three-word 
phrase starting with letters in 
"resemblance". Herbert’s mas- 
terstroke of wit- “Seldom Mu- 
tually Agreed” - provided 
Britain with its first holiday 
camp, 16 years before Billy 
Butlin got in on the ad 

Thus, as the millennium ap- 
proaches, the participants and 
spectators of the 2lst World 
Indoor Championships find 
themselves contained within a 
cog; warm, carpeted dome. 

The setting - indoor foun- 
tains, pot plants, chandeliered 


“Tm having a marvellous 
time," she said. "I have seen 
something of every match. Pm 
here alone, but I haven’t been 
alone. Everybody has been 
mixing in together - the play- 
ers, the officials and bods like 
me. There’s always someone to 
talk to." For some of the play- 
ers, however constant contact 
with the paying public can 
sometimes have its downside. 

“The facilities are excel- 
lent,” Les Gfllett, one of the 16 
seeded players this year; said. 
“The onty minus isyou can’t get 


privacy. If you have just lost, you 
want to get away to consolidate 
your thoughts. Here people 
keep coming up and saying 
‘bard luck* or asking for auto- 
graphs. They mean weO, but it 
has bothered a few of the play- 
ers. You can't really go any- 
where.” 

Should any of the tormented 
competitors make a dash for 
freedom across the surround- 
ing windswept fields, you fancy 
they would be bounced backin- 
ade by one of (he huge baDoons 
that used to thwart the escape 
bids of Patrick McGoohan in the 
TV series “The Prisoner". 

The holiday atmosphere 
may also have contributed to 
the discomfiture of the No 2 
seed, Hugh Duff, whose un- 
expected defeat in his first 
match followed an evening of 
jollity in the bar which had con- 
cluded in the early hours. 
Some reports referred to the 
35-year-old Scot as the nearest 
thing bowls has to a wild man. 
By al accounts, that is not veiy 
near at all - Alex Higgins he 
most certainty is not. 

The sport's biggest problem, 
says the Warid Bowls 'four's 
chief executive Gordon Dun- 
woocfie, is that it is seen as being 
a sport for old people. While the 
spectators at this year's champ- 
ionship - averaging 400 per 
session, which is up on Pre- 
ston’s figures - uphold that per- 
ception, Dunwoodie points out 
that most of the top players are 
now in their 20s and 30s. 



This is true. But if they are 
anything like Gillett, youngest 
of the seeds at 28, these play- 
ers have such wise old heads 
on their shoulders that it is 
easy to see -why the genial 
Duff stands out as an enfant 
terrible. Gillett, who broke 
through to the top level after 
winning the 1997 Bupa Open 
title as a qualifier, believes it is 


up to individual bowlers to dis- 
cipline themselves. 

“It’s very easy to be led 
here,” Gillett said. “You've got 
a lot of people wanting to buy 
you a drink But they serve soft 
drinks here as well as hard 
ones. If you get drunk as a 
skunk when you are due to {day 
the next day you won't play 
very well. At this standard. 


you just can’t get away with it” 
Gflletfs restrained prepa- 
rations - angle pints and plen- 
ty of practice on the same 
portable rink that was used in 
last year’s Championships at 
Preston - appear to be paying 
off for him. While half the num- 
bered seeds have made an 
early exit he managed to win 
his opening match against the 


Australian player; Steve Glas- 
son. 

Meanwhile, Sylvia, who has 
had an unrivalled opportunity 
to stucty the form at first hand, 
has sorted out her own unoffi- 
cial rankings for the competi- 
tion, which ends this Sunday. “I 
have a feeling for David 
Gouriay” she said, with a smile. 

Results, Digest, page 29 
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Promise of 
fresh glory 
for Gregory 


A spell of soul-searching in the sun 
j ffis rejuvenated Super League coach 
after a bad year. By Dave Hadfield 


AMID ALL the changes that 
have taken place at Salford as 
they prepare for what they 
believe wih fie a vastly better 
year than last the most signif- 
icant is that the glint is back in 
Andy Gregory’s eye. 

The club's coach, the 
longest-serving in Super- 
League, despite tbe . precari- 
ousness of his rale, bad a hunt- 
ed, unhappy look about him 
during last year’s rugby league 
season. “I couldn’t wait for that 
season to end,” he says. “Now 
1 can’t wait fix- this one to start" 

The metamorphosis of Gre- 
gory has come just in time. His 
friends and admirers were wor- 
ried sick about him last year as 
be went into a downward spi- 
ral that mirrored his team’s 
troubles on the field. 

“I was totally down and I 
didn’t give 100 per cent com- 
mitment to the job, but tins year 
I'm completely focused,” he 
rffid. “IPs been weB publicised 
She problems I've had, but now 
I feel great" 

The problems centred 
around thebreak-up of his mar- 
riage and a self-confessed de- 
scent into heavy drinking, not 
helped by ta king over a pub at 
the precise time when he was 
most vulnerable. 

“I think a lot of it was down 
lo my cfivorce, which was totally 


my own doing. What changed 
my life around was two direc- 
tors of the dub who took me on 
holiday. We talked about my 
problems with drink and they 
managed to convince me that 
Td had a great career and I’d 
stffl got a great life. When I 
came back I was a different 
person.” 

If that sounds like a bit of a 
lavish advert for Gran Canaria, 
then his appearance and 
demeanour bear out the claims 
of a transformation. 

Fbr the first time since his 
playing days as the finest 
British scrum-half of his gen- 
eration, he is worki n g out reg- 
ularly with his players and 
looks fit and alert once more. 

He is not claiming that he 
does nothave the oddpfat-and 
he opened a new pub; appro- 
priatety next door to the com- 
plex that will house his old 
dub Wigan’s new ground last 
night - but the demons are 
under control. 

And, as the pain has lifted 
from his braiders, the mood at 
the whole chib has changed. 
"It’s the best atmosphere since 
I came hoe,” he says, “includ- 
ing the season when we fin- 
ished sixth in Super League." 

Las t season was a dreadful 

disappointment after that 

benchmark, with Salford drop- 







Andy Gregory, Salford’s coach: *What changed my life was two directors who took me on holiday* Peter Jay 


ping to 11th place, and an air of 
disillusionment and crisis 
hanging over The Willows. 

There were few weeks wben 
it efid not look as though Gre- 
gory might either quit or be 
sacked, but tbe Salford chair- 
man, John Wilkinson, stock by 
him and gave him the breath- 
ing space to sort himself out - 
something that Gregory will 
never forget 

“Most of tbe supporters 
stack with me as well, although 
there were a few who were hav- 
faga go. They seemed to forget 
what we had achieved here.” 

Gregory believes now that 
he persisted too long with 


some of tbe players who had 
done a good^i for him. Wilkin- 
son has now backed his judge- 
ment by allowing a major 
re-structuring over the dose 
season. Even daring a winter 
notable for its transfer activity, 
few dubs have brought in 11 
new players and much of Gre- 
gory’s peace of mind will 
inevitabty depend on how well 
they gel 

“There are no excases now,” 
he says. “We’ve got a great 
squad together with competi- 
tion in all positions, so now it's 
up to the coaches.” 

Among the changes are a 
complete dear-out of (he over- 


seas quota and the recruit- 
ment of five sew Australians, 
who will add, between them, 
some of the elements that were 
missing fast season, like ball- 
skin in the forwards and pace 
out wide. 

“People who were critical 

last season also lost sight of the 

fact that we didn't have a prop- 
er gym or training facilities. We 
were Hfee nomads up and down 
the East Lancs Road.” 

That is something else that 
has been put right for 1999 and 
it is obvious just by looking at 
Gregory that he has derived as 
much benefit from it as anyone. 

“I wasn't happy last yean I did 


whatlhad to dp, but I wasn’t en- 
joying it Now tm buzzing and 
Tm delighted about the way the 
squad has been training. 
came off the pitch today and just 
sakl to oursdves That’ll do us\” 
Heknows as weB as anybody 
that the most optimistic ofpre- 
season sentiments can evapo- 
rate with an early series of 
defeats, but whatever it cost to 
take Ancty Gregory soul-search- 
ing fa the Canaries already 
looks like money well spent 
“We will be successful this 
yean” he promises. As far as re- 
discovering his own direction is 
concerned, the success has 
begun. 


Salford show 
faith to end 
Hayes’ hiatus 


JOEY HAYES has ended two 
years of injury-induced mis- 
ery by finalty signing for Salford. 
The Great Britain tour winger 
in 1996 suffered a series of set- 
backs at St Helens after 
returning from New Zealand, 
but he has now passed a med- 
ical to allow him to complete his 
move to The VRllows. 

“It’s been a frustrating cou- 
ple of years and this transfer 
seems to have been going on for- 
evei; bat [Salford coach] Andy 
Gregory has shown a lot of faith 
feme,” be said yesterday. 

Hayes, now 23, suffered a 
series of knee injuries that at 


He has been given a dean bill 
of health on that front and has 
now been given the all-dear as 
well on the wrist that he frac- 
tured at the end of last season. 

It will however, be two 
weeks before he can play and 
will thus miss this weekend’s 
friendlies against Barrow and 
Lancashire Lynx. Hayes 
becomes Gregory’s llth sign- 
ing erf the winter; and probably 
his last. 

Another Salford newcomer; 
the Australian forward Hudson 
Smith, will be able to play 
against Barrow tomorrow - 
after seeming Kkefy to miss out 
because of the size of his feet 

Smith, who wears size 14 
boots, lost them in transit from 
Sydney but an appeal has pro- 
duced a volunteer willing to 
lend hm a pafr white the former 
Balmain second-rower has had 
a pair of his own made. 

Another player from Syd- 
ney; the former Cronulla for- 
ward, Danny Lee, has 


By Dave Hadfield 

confirmed thathe will arrive to 
join the Super League new- 
comers, Gateshead Thunder, 
next month now that his wife 
has given birth. 

All Gateshead's players, ex- 
cept Lee and tbe former New- 
castle Knights centre, Brett 
Grogan, whose partner is 
awaiting immig ration clear- 
ance, will be used in the Thun- 
der's first friendty, atCastieford 
on 29 January. 

All Super League and First 
Division players are to be con- 
sulted over some of tbe game’s 
most significant issues. The 
Rugby League, in conjunction 
with the Professional Players’ 
Association, is to ask for their 
opinion on matters such as the 
organisation of international 
football and the effectiveness or 
otherwise of the League’s 
drugs policy. 

Players are also to be asked 

for their views on the system of 

unlimited interchange used in 
Australia. The game in Britain 
allows unrestricted use of sub- 
stitutes, but some coaches are 
strongly in favour of it 

Alex Murphy who received 
an OBE in the New Year’s ho- 
nours list, is to be given a spe- 
cial presentation before St 
Helens’ match against Swinton 
on Sunday. The former Great 
Britain scrum-half first played 
for Saints and later coached his 
home-town chib. 

I The former Oldham coach, 
Brian Gartland, who discov- 
ered the current Great Britain 
coach, Andy Good way as a 17- 
year-old, has died, aged 62. 
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Forristal has 
the measure 
of old villains 


IT WAS in April 1996 that a horse 
called Fletcher made his first 
appearance on a racecourse. It 

was a successful debut, too, one 

which persuaded the 'Ftme- 
form race-readers at New- 
market that he was “sure to win 
again”, but it soon became 
clear that the horse had other 
ideas. Over the nest two-and- 
a-half years, 13 different jock- 
eys tried their luck on his back, 
including Keren Fallon, Pat 
Eddery and Michael Hills, in a 
total of 26 races. Though his 
ability was clearly intact, not 
one could persuade Fletcher to 
put it to good use. Ttmeform's 
commentators, their patience 
exhausted, allowed Ihemselves 
a rare stab at humour. Fletch- 
er was, they concluded, **a ha- 
bitual criminal”. 

But then Richard Ebrristal 
climbed aboard for an ama- 
teurs' race at Ascot, and 
something astonishing hap- ■ 
pened - Fletcher won. Show- 
ing the steely nerve of a 
seasoned professional, Fbr- 
ristal delayed his run until 
the last possible second By 
the time his mount realised 

that be was in front and tried 
to apply the brakes, the post 
was already receding. 

Forristal. clearly, was not 
one of those amateur riders 
who thinks he is doing well if be 
simply points his horse in the 
right direction. Instead, while 
the race which first got him no- 
ticed was on the Elat he is an 
amateur jump jockeyfrom Ire- 
land which is often a different 
thing entirety. As it was for 
Adrian Maguire, who also ar- 
rived in Britain with a “Mr” in 
front of his name, amateur sta- 
tus is simply a useful starting 
point in ForristaTs journey to- 
wards the senior ranks- 

There are other similarities 


New faces for 1999: Despite his 
tender years and amateur status 
a young jockey has proved too wily 
for a racing rogue. By Greg Wood 


with Maguire too, such as his 
relativety slight build -- Fbnistal 
weighs less than 9st Then 
there is his pugnacious riding 
style, which developed first at 
a local riding school and racing 
yard in Co. Cork, and then dur- 
ing working holidays at Aidan 
O’Brien’s stable. 

The most telling entry on 
Fbrristal’s cv, though, may be 
the 18-year-old's background in 
Irish pony racing, which is long 
on action and very short on 
rules. It is a tough school, 
which counts Maguire, Tbqy 


‘In pony racing you go as 
hard as you can from the 
start and there aren’t 
many stewards’ inquiries . 
It’s everyone to their own ’ 


McCoy and Declan Murphy 
among its recent graduates. 

It's the best experience you 
can get, because you have to 
look after yourself” Fbnistal 
says, go as hard as you can 
from the start and there aren’t 
many stewards’ inquiries. It’s 
everyone to their own, and 
more than anything, it teaches 
you to be a bit hard-edged.” 

So much so that at just 15, he 
was realty to leave home for 
Britain, and a job with Kim Bai- 
ley in Lamboum. It has been 
said that he simpty walked up 


to Bailey's front door and asked 
for a job, though Fbnistal says 
thfft H»i<y » rnfanratorsfaindirtg 
- “they knew I might be com- 
ing, I just left home a month 
earlier than I thought" His 
natural horsemanship was 
quickly apparent, both to Bai- 
ley and Conor O’Dwyer; the 
stable jockey at the time. 

Competitive outings were 
generally restricted to the 
point-to-point field, however; 
until this season, when Fbnistal 
started to ride regularly undfer 
Rules. There have been 20 win- 
ners this term, and the onty 

i mino r ir ritation is that he is 

not the leading amateur 
CAlan Dempsey who is riding 
almost as many of Mary Rev- 
elers runners as her stable 
jockey has four morel. 

This year will offer his 
only chance of the amateurs’ 

title, though , since financial 
pn n^Mpfatinns will fore* hrm 

to ride professionally from 
next season. *Tm looking for a 
sponsor and turning profes- 
sorial is the next step. I couldn't 
afford to be an amateur for an- 
other season,” he says. Unless 
Bailey’s string hits peak form 
from now until May, he will do 
so as a conditio nal, althoug h as 
even the transition which will 
matter is the one from condi- 
tional to senior 

“It would be a miracle if I lost 
all of my claim by the end of the 
season,” he says, “but the hard- 
est thing is definitely when you 
do lose your claim, or even 



fbrristaTs riding style is reminiscent of Adrian Maguire’s 


when you go down to 31b, 
whether people still want to use 
you. A lot of good jockeys are 
forgotten about when their 
claim is gone.” 

But at least one significant 
figure seems confident that he 
has the talent to move up and 
keep going. Dave Roberts, the 
agent to the stars with names 
like McCoy and Mick Fitzger- 
ald on his books, agreed to 


represent Fbnistal at the end 
of last season, Roberts’s filmed 
ability to find spare winners 
could yet see Forristal pass 
Dempsey in the amateurs’ title 
race, and should maintain the 
momentum as his allowance 
drops away. 

At his current rate of 
progress, it seems inevitable 
that Fbrristal will begin the 
2000-2001 season as a senior 


Taunton 


1.20 Perfect Venue 
1.5Q Efrawe 

2.20 Careysville 
2.50 Santabless 


HYPERION 
3.20 Playford 
3.50 Beefy Nova 
4-20 Atlantic Mist (nb) 


VERDICT The Swan wfl taiga althe beating ((shah at fifl strength after a toy-ofttwt 
there are hro hare capable of causing an ipwt LAUREN’S LAD s band logo w«l now 
that hei dropped toseflngEyade and rate Xavier Acpiru ridhg him for the Erst Sm. He 
Is faao fitted with bMera which helped Mm on the Ftet Brew*, an ac-tvnpar horse wfl 
again be p a rtnered by Normgi Wferroon after a handcap on here fast month. ' 


2.20 


CORAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £10,000 
added 3m 3f Penalty Value £7,198 


GOING; Sort (Heavy m places to home straight). 

■ fight -hard course Run-in of 150yds. 

■ Course * S Of town on 83170. Taction station 2m ADMISSION; Members Cn; Pad- 
dock £9; Centre of couree £5 CAR PARK: Centre of cause £3; remainder free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 41 wins from 209 runners P0B%1 P Hobbs 26-86 

R Hodges 10-150 (107%), P Nlchoiis 8-87 (tt5%L 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 25 wen from 130 rides (102%), M A Fitzgerald 

W-66 (212%), C Mauds 14-80 (153%). T Daseotnbe tt-TTI (108%). . 

■ FAVOURITES: 152 wns horn 402 races | success rate 378%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Lateen's Lad (150). Oban (220) 


1 .1-31JF FLAXH) 0AI5 (12) (D) (PS»ettetf)PNdtfc O 71 T) MAFta^nrid 

2 13-229 RECTORY GARDEN (33) (EaflCadogan)H Daly 011 5 „.C Maude 

3 23-05 FFB3CreiAlCK(B2) (OBF)(1*3C1<MorvOa<!e^N'!'i*S*vfft4Bs81t 1-CLhw*Syr\ 

4 EM ldJNSOflEAII(43)(C)(WSVl«)Oean*oodnOO JOWWue 

5 -«3Z» aBAN{18)fartHawgM**wHKr»0t9De JCUflOfyB 

0 23FH ZAGGYLANE(»)(ETVteytPRodfad7«S. SBurrough 

7 4*35 PENNYMOOR PflMCE (48) (D) (N W Late) R Rial ® 06 Jftod 

8 MU O WOODLANDS SEAU (50) (D&tBB) RAhar 7 06 RWUger(5) 

9 PF52-1 CAREYSVILLE (6) (D) (G Jcfnsa$ fifas V WfeiH 8 0 6 fw) Jflffltawon 

D 2CT3 JA2MAN (48) (C Standard) GMcCotit 7 04 EVkaband 

fl 44330 SOLO QB*T (28) (EasBuy Rodrg GUi) A P Jones 004 BCftod 

-11 ‘ 


1 .20] YAnc0MBE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 


2m If Penalty Vdlue £2,421 


5321 retFBCT VENUE (42) (CD) (Maw Pwtnesl^j) N Hetdaraon fl U Tt_MARzgarald 

65h5 TOM TON (38) (Ms S teton) N lwfcdorvDarlea 7 n 11 .CUenrtyn 

P ACCESS FESTIVALS (38) (Mss Bars D VASarre) R Rod 9 It 5. TCTComorp) 

234a 5 BQKTER(12}(MaCLaaJATUifpty5tt5 SOurac* 

RJCCAHTON(R9q(ftryVtam«)JMBs*yB115 JIWKancn 

EVAPORATE (Ff»5)mnoj<SRPDiPti 7 110 ; BPmnB 

(HQ fB4BUHYHBNCESSp3) (F E Ciumptol B R Mhat 6 11 0 01 


TAMASHA (PteJffi) Ws J M Smth| A 0 Sn«h II It 0, 
UFFMOOR ROSE (H Obey) R Bretherton B n 0 .. 


.--J S i iwABni 

.JActeel Bremen 


4 QASHMG CHIEF (20) (Jfa J McCcmadi} R Frost 4 07 J Frost 

^ACqWTr(F22flpaCH3US)RDb*t4 07 XAbpreup) 


82206 SHB7GANZAR (12) (ASofrcrtaul OStoerwood 4 T)7 .. 


JUxmS 


STREET HOmSl(ra)(rai)ITEfl«<G)PVfebbe*B? Cl 

-iSdecfarad- 

BEntNG: 8-1 1 Perfect Venue, 61 Ufa Tbn. 7-1 Stwgpnzec, 161 Street Hgtwr, 161 Rtecttton, 
IB-1 Boeter, 20-1 E wpw toe. Dashing Chfef. 25-1 others 
SB& Polar Prospect 5 tt 11 G Hormey *3 lav (P Hobbs) O rat 

FORM GUIDE 

Perfect tfonuo: "faros made the frame at Ascot (behnd Gatfla*. and Ranzo) belare 
beating the odcb-on Mersey Beet an this cause on good ground. On sorter ground 
with a peralry today but remans the one to beet 

TMn Ton: Ex-tamper geldrtg who retuned from hw yea 1 fay-off to best the favounte 
Don Faync n the soft at Warwick. Modest sfxiwiig behtid Polar CharhP at Banger 
the Wowzig month but cftancee here B recovering the Wared* abity 
Access Festivals: Moderate on the Rat and tated off bettod Country Beau here on 
hurites debut to Newembw 

Boater: Looked none too lean r a finish when 2nd to Uzzys Fkst at Exeter end piAed 
up fa Sandtwm handcap gm6l) won by Stfrmatic. Better form on (hfe sharper couse 
an reappearance when 4th to Atoosoam 

Rrceerton: Winner on the Fht Hr Peter Carter (fast and lesttog grand) so an inter- 
esting report, aspecaty with Norman Wfcmso n boerted. Heavy gouid win gened 
over tn3f 

Eraporens Hurts* newccroer andftst attempi stew beetng Wntari si lucester tim<t) 
h apprentices 1 handcap it Meyt "097 (good greuid) 

Houbury Pri n ce ss. Tteined by (fan Hodges fast season and not teteBytfegraoedde- 
spite finisfling a tong way ofnfcWd Moppie here three weeks ago 
Throasha: Ten-yrar-dd hudes newcomer wrihoul action siice contesting a Wanr& 
aeler six years ago 

UNmoor Rose: St Coluiteus mare best washed on debut 

Dashing Chief: HsB-taroUier to decent harder Master Tribe and tormeriywteiMchate 
-ten* on the Fa (won on fast gouid at Poraslncf), 'Mad off -»t to NorsW Led (Sandtmn 
wraer aftswaids} n heavy ground at Exeter or detxit but can snpnwe 
Sente Court; Moder^e form on the Flat but could do better at the winter game with 
Be My Native bang his sks 

Shnrgarnnr: Fated to dehnr under presaue when 2nd to Traluda at Newtxry and 
hasrrt looMed too keen on two turn snea behnd Dangerua Precedent at Chetterham 
and Norsid Lad atSandown 

Street Fighter SiAjotica co# who won twice oner »n4l n French ftovinces. the fes- 
ast tn testing giouKl at Nantes in Noventw. Chances at the weights if taking to junps 

VERDICT. PfSFEGT VENUE was getting TO tram the younger Mersey Beef whan he 
colored Gay Mocrc* charge an ms ruvn hwtr si* weeks 293 TT*b ccUd prow asturv 
er last with the penally n the more loatng guild but he fetaten to fotow up with Hs ate- 
Me o o ntfr u n g In such cradong farm. Thtn Ibn can be oonsdwe d if ignomg Ns tatwt Bop 

a Bang* but Shergenzarmey fa* the wi to t»lw Bren it thb lower padaSfiBBl fight- 

er is Waresfiifl at the weighs because ha *owed on toe Mb Franco thet he tan han. 
de tegtng ffowvf, as dti Rfccarton. who should Sgje on fas hulks debut wtfi toman 
Mfcraon tooted. 


renwra: M Cnysme, 53 Rated (fate 5-1 Zaggy Lao, 11-2 Fred* Hock, 10-1 Oban, Rao- 
tty Qs rtttt. 11-1 Pann ymoor Prince, 14-1 Sofa Gar*. 16-1 Woodlands Beau. 25-1 dhm 
BBS no uxiwpondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Fteksd Data: Ffamer wmtog porter wafi al wns over rejAtedon fences gained at 
FfantweB pm2t). Uraedad sLOwNarbem and then afato fc* out when going weS in 
Eudfieb race at Sondown. May struggle wdh Ms t% weight 
Rectory Ganfen: Getna Mumr who la wdt handcapped on Ms wins tat aeason 
at Uttonter and VWxJaoc Ukes soft gnuid and 9b better oH tor the fl -tengtte beat- 
tog by Zaggy Lane at LWracaar test time 

FtedcSe Mudc True stayer who Junps weB and dropped 4l> tor the ialBst 3di to FeeK 
Lire Gold to bad grouid at Kataa Lett ctoer when Earthmover tel at Newton Abbot 
with Rectory GeTOen (2to worse) a dteance behind hint 

Martins Praam: Fast gromd winner over hurtles and fences and h amp ered at Laces- 
teron reappearance (race sot by Asito WcO. W1 be fra* buttesting groutd s worry 
Oban: Beaten t2 lengths by Dorn Samouai si fteydock enda 23tength 4th to Htghr- 
sadfred at NewOuy last fima \fet to w*i beyond 2>n4f and now tried In Hrteeni 
2aggy Lane: Cn the up9wde and beat Hawaian Mxith In a batter race at UtkMt8r 
(Rectory Garden 4th and 9b better off) after the Newton Abbot success. Short stay 
this ortra 3f aid open to further improMBnent 

Pemymoor PrtncK Rebhed the stantoa test (3m2f) to befa Newton Pont at Chep- 
stow last season and cSstancaa of fan3f and 2rrt7f toBufficjentteeis ihrt nmu the let- 
eat behind Oever Remark at Ejcw Fine chance now that he has hs (pound and trjp 
Woodlwds Beeu: Stlfte test hare compared to «s "Swroester wto from Jocks Cross. 
Made instates at FYurpton new tme when beaten a tfcaance by Wfappere De*ght 
CareysvSto WoMd probably hare finished 2nd to Rapensing at Pyt in Aprt but tor (afeig 
at the final tencaGaJdrrt have wen any easier fttxnScauo a Fotoestoie (aw2l) on reap- 
poaranca Contesb stronger race today but std on a decent mark with a 5b penalty 
Jazzman: Windsor hudes wtener and a nortce crrer tencea Second to Ardrirta alTow- 


FORM GUIDE 

Go Go Henry: Promising dtese debut aid to Tines They Ctenge A Ludlow and good 
3rd to MtoancePeJer over same couae next tane but sub seit u er acro ^i e s s restneted 
by shoddy Jtmpng. The one to beat wflh a dear rouid n «roak race 
Mr Pipe Man: Ex-pctetec Far 2nd to Sient Cractar at Ptunplon before refirong at 
theteawhen dstantaidinRodttoicrtrBcaalFoB M BtorteLS cm ag w i B tofrid 
Pteytord: Bed-fbr-cfasing son of Andie Lord who shoered sune abfity over hurdles 
and wffl not need to be anythng special to figue on his lenCTg debut 
HJgfttown Cava Bar: On the sfid# since 2nd to Winnow over CSD G months ago from 
9to higher. Needs s o mething belter than latest O lengths 3rd ot 7 to Halting aiFaBce- 
stone (2m nov heap soft) 

May Sunset Moderate novice hutAar. Vileak in market *Wien hit rate and puled i^> a 
5th on Owee debut n Rolealb race over C&D 

GaHc Girt Some afafty three seasons ago, but sfcefined stoce tafed rff and pJfad 
up in race woi by Col Me Hirer here Dec "96 (3m heap good) 

Sgt Chfldcraft UMe sign of fadty orer buries and queidy lost touch on chasng debut 
in race won by Natrte Fteg at Exater (Tmif nov heap heavy) 

VERDICT: Utto lomi to Wdi on to here and a etoar round ty the eristic GO GO HBfHY 
wfl prebafafy be enough to trtnch bo iaaue unte6s the welfanad Pteytord proves out ofthe 
ordnary 


3.50 


LEVY BOARD JANUARY CONDmONALS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (F) £3,000 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £2,327 

SPSB WEA7HHtWSEfl3)(BF)pChum)WGMlrier71lD JPowarp) 

326-06 NOVA (12) (Ms S TaTterr) N TMstorvDariss 7 H 3 - 

-03351 CSfTO{23)(CO)pMVh)ltaSWfans6tl8. 


1.50 


PICKERIDGE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,000 
added 2m if Penalty Value £1,509 

00 BLAZBiG CASTLE (4^ (Ws D A Wfetheral) ff ffavf«5 71 SFW 

403W0 DOCTOR BRAWOUS(0(CSe«^JRPattn Bit 5 JMfageeB 

35060 SRAWE (FRJ (23) (ttchael Lww) P Fardl 6 fl 5 . NHfan 

PP- 0NTt£GARDS(3B8)(R8udifatRBud<lBreit5 OO^SuBwnp) 

D033- Tf£SWAff(3M)(BF) (TSaKte^RFrodG ft 0 J Frost 

053 lAURSr5UlD0f2)P5Lrao|BLie«rtyn4n7 XAfepuoCnB 

-Sdedaed- 

BETTKG: M Hie Swan, W Doctor fttotaa. 7-1 fifalng Cadte. 0-1 Lauren's Lari. HM Stews. 
33-1 On The Cards 

19® ■ Crete Of Majjc 4 10 9 A P McCoy 5- 1 (MPpeJSran 

FORM GUIDE 

Blazing Castle: Rrst nr in se«er alter tafied c<1 ettorts on this coubo. beHnd Pitoce 
Of Inda and Perfect Vbra* 

Doctor Braelous: Has m h»torm and f» surprise to see Km (topped m dess tfw 
another weak pertomame al Wncanton fast week to KrabtoaAb race 
Ekaws: Ran os Itoutfi ft ne«d of outing (tot for ter months) when 8th to Cento 
hare (2m3f) last month Trained by Brtm Sfcon when 2nd to Jessica One to Marita 
Rasen buriper (good pound) last season 

On The Cards: Tated off both starts tel term and had to fancy on Sret dserrpt for 

a year 

The Swan: Jc*n Dutep trained when a Stayer or the Flat and cmrStabfa birctes af- 
(orts last season in aetora with ttwds to LyphatfcftUe fa Otepstow and »de Of 
Ma^c hflra Leadng chance if stragfi oncugh alter tf» ywarb absence 
Uuren’s Lad: Has twee held a rear view of the decent Mss Option the latest a 
Hsrfbtd when beaten a tfetanca Btotered first fine and wore them on the Flat when 
2nd to Respond at Safebuv (hi fast port) in Jure ftw chance to this grade 


Solo Gene Wtos over actrenw essence* end beet Rectory GaKSen Just over a length 
fa Hmttogdon (3m6t) betore a 3-tength 2nd to Mauig Kerry at Market Rasen firm I) 
VERDICT. Rfared OKs deserves a diange fa form ate fee latest Sundown fel but 
he is always flrely to CUnp a 1w and a big weictot also has to be defied The nmer to 
earth the eye wdh arty «st fib is CAREV8V1LLE. vteo iOL had to keep galoptog to slay 
dear oftwo modest nvabfalfafcestone The sable rsmems in ereddng orter and Cbreysvie 
shot*! be wel strted by lf*s tight oirtut Lta Careysvflw Zaggy Lane m^tt sfa be ahead 
of the haalcrt a p er. and the ttfa and gotog are made lor Pen n ymoor Prince, who wfl be 
fa toe strarghtar fcr hrs two run ths season. 

TTEfil EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
A " qw l £4,000 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £2,931 
35-05 SANTASLBS (19) (P) (3 5 Amort & U J Goodnan) U Rkron 6 ft D — NWteutaon 

1-103 ALTA (IB) (The Alchemists) N TirtxvOwias 6 ft 0 CUee fa i n 

OCW- BUCXSRSf43D(MAitm)AJtMsu)7liO Ucheef Brcursn 

2 OMVITYFIDWpiq (HVftrry) RAha5 II 0 -MARtgwtfd 

LEASUmtGtKgrnSeePHobteSIIO -Cltedv 

PCSajOCX HILL (ALHctte) P Hctte 5 Tl 0. MrDCWawa (7) 

W5PF SANDORAN (20) (Mffl) Mtefift 0 DSeflsr 

5F«0 WWANLSffi3®(«8}(FW&EPfidgelMra8V«ara6X33 _JCu»ort 

-8 declared- 

BETT1N& 114 Swt to M m . 1M Ate, 8-1 Gravity Flaw, 10-1 Uttam, 20-1 Pariodc 

dtoi Ugentf, 5D-1 Oicte Rofa. 66*1 Swdonn 

D9B: Never to Debt 6 ft 0 TJ Uiphy 14-m Wfa 0 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Sa reteilw. Im p w iChefateii end Pterptarwtoner tm totted rapciy after lptik- 
ngwtoner3aitwhenlBstcf5toKiigsHoadalltoNfaiy(an5fneNsof0.fferypronvB- 
tofl ard probfaAy worti another tS«nta 

Afla: Form of Erota- wh over 'Esjfan Boy looks Soid but exposed when 14 lengths 
3tdttghagCT»i at UttoBtergmfanov soft) and find 

ButAs Reef: Buddey geMg roaktog hutfles debut LWe sign abity h bunpera. 
Gravity Flow: Over The ftw gakfing frem a good tomiy UsbM 2nd (wmersbe- 
htod) h Iwnper how to Mat Vttorth nothg to the mariot on hutfles debut 

Leflbunt; TrenUafa getenQ out of unced msre. Rom yaid enjoytog a good season 

and worth a chedc at the maritet 

Portocfc HBfc Pwoite geWtog. hfaUrother to wfcmg rwtfler Wtosford HI Racecourse 
detxn and Ms staUe second stmg 

Sandoran: Ppo- ccmptetnn ran but same abity when fefi at the last n race won by 
Luscantoe at Eraar pmlfrw heap heavy). Looks up agars it 
Mhn Ugm& Vfa to fadd on last seasorfe pmnise and nmng off ptater's mark 
whan 4 lengths Stti of 12 to Rate hay fa Hereford 0m1f amat nov heap good) 
VERDICT: It WB3 dbapponrog to see 5ANTABL£SS capHutale at Newtuy afiar rts 
very pomiang eariy accesses. HP appeared to hove a bright tare and c wenh anoCv 
a- chance Ate’s Imiaoons were wposed by Shehyeen at UKaetsr, bulherDbcon- 
cesston ton SantBbtassvfa mate heraferosto ractan rest to thefetengoondaoRs Gravity 
Flow end Unbunt took the pick fa the newconere, 


t 

2 32506 BEffY NOVA (12) (Ms S Tatton) N IMston-Oariss 7 Tl 8 JGoWsteto 

3 -03381 CBfTO (23) (CD) p M Yh) Ms 8 WSwns 6 tl 6 WchreIBnvwmB 

4 4020 UreS WORK (B2) PR OofatoUS) P ftata 7 11 5 RWMger 

5 403® COUNTRY KHSflO (BByfaJBRyaB 7 hi SDurec* 

6 946-14 STUDIO THRTY (2B) (D) (BR (D S C Hotter) R Ddcin 7 O Tl XAtapuv 

7 4TW SAAH fCD) (H J W CW-Ws) R Bator S tl 10 GShanrtnB 

8 0483 (9UTEBRm9f(7)[JAIsn)JAkn7 0g EHotearef 

S O/txe GRANBYBBL(23)(D)^AMttBn)P>toyward8 0B LCunsntoe 

O 40P80 ROSE-8 (35) (l^ (Ms J Mfang) 5 KrigM B O 0 UOftBhs 

-ID te ete re d - 

Untrun »«&t 10a. TnmhmSegp weight: RotM 9a Sti. 

BETTING: VI Cento, M Beefy Nora, 5-1 Country Kris, O-l Granby Bet, 7-1 Studto H«y, 8-1 
Uhls Work, Waathar Wise, 10-1 Onto British, 14-1 Sate, 20-1 Roste-B 
W9S:lfaaaScrantiB99 ft R Studtokna (3) 5-t ©Baujijftran 

FORM GUIDE 

WeathereriBe: Easy Hereford steer winner betore’;. length 2nd to »re*y aTowcester 
p9n5f con heap hvy) from i to lower. Looks w e igh ted up to best nair 
Beefy Nowk Srgns at reten to best when led 7th to 2 out, 38 lengtha 6th of 12 to Sp- 
mate at Sendown (2mef nov heap, soft). Has run wel here and should find shorter 
tnpriefa 

Canto: Ifaised 7to kx 6 lengths vwi wer Ufatsm Surprbe ow C&D (soft) tot month 
under Rfahad Dramoody Needs lots of driving and has fto woric cut out 
Ufe’e Work: Lucky Ewter wfrmr over Gormsn from 4t> tower in Nov and dtoapponfing 
when triad n bfinters nod time, fi ni s h ing 33 lengths Bth ot « to Dancing Poser el Ex- 
eter! 2m« nov h eap, good to SottV Otters preferred 

Country Kris: Confirmed las seasons prorrtee with 6 lengths 2nd to Mfthafc at Lud- 

kwr (2m 5f mdn. gft). On a far mark end one to consider 

Studio Thirty: Appeared to vnprove when btgBaks Hey nS-rmnerraoe a H e ref ord 

(2mi I heap gfc) last month but query over farm after dsappototlng 23 lengths 4th of 

12 to Shadtevi In tower grads over arOf on same course 

Sesfl: On the irotyade last spmg with 4-lui-qtli C&D win over Emperor Buck from 1b 

tower. WM treated on that farm but rated off on return last month 

Grate Brltfsft: Winner of 2 sefcrs late term Has not txflt on promfang G lengths 4fh 

to Casteplerty on Vtewtot 2m reappearance and locked ctefctfte stayer wten « 

lengths 3rd of O to Krabtoonh at Wincanton pm con hep, soft) last week. 

Grtetoy Belt Hereford vwner test morth Out 7to rise too much whan 7 lengths 3rd 

to Cento over Ms C&D latest. 9) pfa with wtoner here but SS dffiart task 

Rosie-B: On the site since scoring over 3m here 3 yeans ego from 8b tegher. Little 
sfjy? of revival vriwn 7th of 17 m SpM Level at Enter (2m 71 neap soft) 

VERDICT: Ttattarta fife ootid tattearmw tor Bebfy NOVA, who appeared 
to bfl Bdtog Be ewtonerttaraig tor home riapntotiek race at SenckNvn but paid the 
penalty for Deng to front tor too tong A sightly toss aQffesffve nde and lb drop in 
the weights nvght be sufficient to hep fan break the lea Country Krts. dropped 3b 
Snce Ns latest iw\ b Eghtfy raced and appeals as a poSGble improwr to deny Cento 
and Granby Be#, both of wham took exposed now. 


3.20 


BICKENHALL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS O) 
£5,250 added 2m 31 Penalty Value £3,870 

VZBF GOQOTOflTYpD) (PMDeWiOe}H Atoff711 0 MAFtosWfad 

SHF HR m MAN p7) (Hedged ROns nit a JUesh 

MS# FLMU)flD(2Z)(XteVlrodn»dGMcCctfl8-n7 £ testate 

•2-003 HfQfTDWN CAVAL81 (Q (CD) (Ifiss R Dofrecn) R Ftadges B fl 5 NWfanttm 

® S5P IMrSUNSEr(2$(Mcretoi9apl)NVtete«gtl4 £PomO 

5U33Pf GAJJJC GfftL (770) (Ms J Bennsn) R Hodges B D 3 CUaute 

OaW 5 SGTCHLDCRAFT pd] (MssJM jEftory)SR|Anen91D2 DSofar 

-rdedered- 

BETTIN& M Go Go terey, 3-1 lb Plpa Mm, 4-1 PWotd, s-f HtaMowe Center; 7-1 Ifay Sun- 
set. 16-1 GaflfcGM, SO-1 Sgt CWdcnft 
«8 Prnwire Stoo* 7 W Q T Dascorbe M-i (H Hodges) C ran 


A 6i} I CURLAND HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 2m If Penalty Value £2,710 

1 «&04 VQrTD'AOiirp3)(D)(9?!Racn^MPpa5i20 C Maude 

2 V/F66 ACTJCW (41) (D) (Oorteriato WdscoB) 0 Sherwood 8 C 0 JOsbome 

a iTOOfr WCOTiWEE (2J2) (CO) [BdBtortJ fad L#fl Ms S Wfame D fl 6 JQiMy 

4 63W ATLANTC WST pS) (CO) [Wadou Parlnerdnip) B R Lfaran 607 JDSaflorB 

9 33U-4 WHJDN ABSSfAL (63) (PaJcn Boottoork) K fehop 7 06 GSuppteP) 

6 9C3PS DBTANTSTOfat (17) (D) pHCrk«flBU»wtlyn6108 XAbpuup)B 

7 622212 bwggshj«h(i5(i*sM U swelyn)BLJB*elyn5#Ji SDuwfc 

-Tdedate- 

BCTlNailHlAerion l 3>1AilendcMist,4-lteMD , AeuL7-1DMMtStonn,MNbieOTIm.9- 

1 BriggsTam, 12-1 W«to Vwwai 

esa AitoB Stel $ ft B M ndanis M (0 Sherwood) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Vant D’Aout Sixth to tha Titomph end getting Kfe mercy (font handcapper. Beaten 
» tengtos when 4ih of 5 to Globe Runnar at Haydock {2m4f heap soft) 

Aariotu rtgNy ratted two seasons ego and promteig comeback at Eratar m Nov (tel 
when chalw^togL Wbokened quetoy from 2 <M wtwi 37 tongtfta ah of 8 to Tiutehev 
at a^tontem (Bnl f heap good to sort) but enmof be written off yet 
Mne O Three: FTstite tor n months but firaHtotetout wtorwr fcx last 2 seasons and 
9 lengths sccror tew CfiD from 1b tower 13 months ago Marts respect 

Attonfc Mtofc Capabfe fa w*rtig off Ite mark, Judgng by C&D effort behind Drag- 

on Kbg h Matfai Entered fira une. leatetg when *aa fast). Promisng 2nd toTkne For 

Actton on comeback here and tofae Ive prospect back in bHrers 

Wefloo Araenfa: Wtoeantan wtoner from Sb lower taa January to far farm wtwi W 

lototts «Wi fa fl to Easter Ross at Wincanton (&n heap gfs) but tods a Shade H£i in 
Mtoifa Stonn: Good 4 lengths 3rd to Bwdffe Coul fa Ufcafaer last month and far 

I'ft tongth 2(ldto Ittpanga at Fofcestone Cmlfhcap heavy) latosUM otofagherfften 

faefa wiinlng mark and tools mposed Al wtos on good grottod 

Briggs Tom: Progressive sort ten wel itodw Sto nse tor Luc#ow wn when btn 

^gth by Pkkei Pteca owr same C&G »n a*® » tere toolo swwe 
VERDICT: ATLANTIC MIST has run a series fa good races here and the rtfum fa 
btotera cofad get him back on fee wmaig trai lolowtog a prortong comeback. He 
to a wiiw without a penalty on his rut agfafa Ctojgon Kng here last Marfat and Is 

just profaned to Itoa O Three -- who ntos wfa vtoen trash - and too rtflw ttonp- 

pointing Aerfon 


Race-fixing 

reaches 



THE HOUSE of Lords will next 
Monday debate the langrufr 
ning police investigation u«o 
rac^-fixing and horse 
which has so for producedl5 
arrests but not a 

The debate, taking the form 
of an unstarred question- lim- 
ited to one and a half hours at 

.. j .WL* KiicrnfKS — 



has Been cauca uj 
Democrat peer Lord FaikfenfL 
and is the first time the Gov- 
ernment has been called to 
frfwmnt since fee first arrests 
of the jockeys Jamie Osborne, 
Leighton Aspell and Dean Gal- 
lagher in January last year. 

It will “ask Her Majesty’s 
Government whether they are 

satisfied with the way in which 

the inquiry into possible crim- 
inal activities is proceeding 
J iJ MMKni.lu* nhothor thev 



ramgirrp rmar na aiuiu w 

done to the reputation of jodc- 
eys arrested and subsequent- 
ly released without charge in 
the course of the inquiry” • 

Osborne, who along with As- 
pen was subsequently cleared 
- G allagh er remains on bail - 
said: “It’s good news. As fares 
my situation is concerned it is 
over now, but I know exactly 
what the jockeys who are still 
on bail feel like.” 

EmlaMra his reasons for 
calling the debate, Lord Falk- 


land said: *1 am a racing en-' 

thusiast of 50 years plus. Jam 
nots^iDgthatradngffieto 

whiter than white or irre- 

deemabtycfflTUpt-mypoatoi 

is nearer pure 

but the way in ^ tytnchthepresast 

mquiry is proceeding is leavmg 
a trail of reputations which are 
damaged in the eyes oflfce 
public, inevitabty, before an? 
convictions have taken place. I 
think that i5 unjust . . 

“It is veiy^ untetunate that m- 

temational sportsmen, whose 

earning lives are sometimes 

RICHARD EDMONDSON: 

Nap: Grasslandlk 
(LingBeld 2.30) 

NS: High In The Clouds 
(Lu dlow 3.A0) 

quite short and precarious, 

should be put at risk in this way* 7 

Rirther high-profile arrests 
were made earlier this month 
when the jockeys Graham Brad- 
ley and Bay Cochrane and the 
former trainer Charlie Brooks 
were detained and bailed. 

The Queen's racing manag- 
er; Lord Carnarvon, is expect- 
ed to attend the debate along 
with Channel 4 Racing’s Lord 
Oabsey and the founding chair- 
man ofthe British Horseracing 
Board, Lord Hartmgton. 


Moulin joins Williams 


Robert HoUam 


rider; and one to be reckoned 
with. Horses run and jump for 
him, and as his ride on Fletch- 
er demonstrated, he knows to 
the inch where the winning 
post is. For the next few 
months, he will effectively be a 
fall professional with a 5lb al- 
lowance, and punters who do 
not take advantage could spend 
the next 10 years regretting 
their mistake. 


EDELWE3S DU Moulin has be- 
come the latest Cheltenham 
Festival hope to join Venetia 
Wflfiams. He was previously 
trained by the late Gordon 
Richards, for whom he won 
four novice chases last season 
before sustaining an injury 
when runner-up at Ayr in April. 

Edehveis du Moulin has 
been entered for the Queen 

Lincoln call 
for Tunes 

KING OF TUNES and Bight 
Wing, second and third to 
Hunters Of Brora in last year’s 
Lincoln Handicap are among 
the Inading fancies for this 
year's race at Doncaster on 27 
March, for which the weights 
were published yesterday The 
draw remains a crucial factor in 
the £50,000 mile race, -tradi- 
tionally the first big betting 
heat of the Flat turf season. 


Mother Champion Chase and 
Miss Williams has been set the 
task of masterminding the gdd- 

ing’s buQd up to the National 
Hunt Festival. 

■ Ascot will bold an inspection 
of its hurdle coarse at 8am 
today. Should it fail, the course 
will stage a five-race all-chase 
card tomorrow instead of an 
eight-race fixture. 


FIRST SHOW 


Taunton 2^0 
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61 1V1 
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D-1 

D-1 0-1 

SotoGrt 
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H-1 

D-1 H-1 

WnfinfaBasi W1 1M 
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ANTE-POST UPDATE 


LINCOLN 

HANDICAP (1m) 



HomCfaraffm#*) 

Coni 

man 

Udbrtfrsa . 

Tito 

CfanfriftteUGoroiMM 

261 

261 

261 

261 

iMwiffmmfunB 

261 

261 

261 

..si 

HstoM li low (1 ErstacefflanD^ 

to-t 

8-1 

261 

81 

MBMIVfagpPlriDnBMb) 

261 

81 

261 

81 

FrraOptoCBIUtrtutotfc) 

261 

261 

25-1 

. 36t 

King Of line D Bvri«il7sn>l4 

261 

81 

261 

SI 

im spare pSsrertvSstttoi 

261 

561 

261 

St 

LonBSOB»Od8(SrVS&asW) 

261 

81 

261 

81 

Nom tttteegur (EAsunteSb) 

261 

S-1 

SI 

SI 

Ska Bata (ANraconteOsQ 

261 

561 

SI 

SI 

Oft 8t John (HRpnWflfa 

261 

81 

St 

81 

farry Hyno (DMU(^BEt3fa) 

26t 

261 

Si 

261 

eacfH^rBtjua*rf»att.plaoa1.L<U Poncas** 27 IfaiJ? j 


R E S U LTS 


HUNTINGDON 

Gotog: Soft 

1.30: (2m TWyOS. novice hurdo) 

1. GEMSTONE J CuOoty 16-1 

2. Rartomako B Fenton 7-1 


3. Get The Point D Gatogtar 20-1 

Also; K>-1J fay Omonsto. 7-1 Brynfdr. 10-1 
King Cool. 16-1 RteintooM {«h), 16-1 Sir 
Lusictetot, 20-1 Jean Fterra, 20-1 Kings 
Assembly. 33-1 Bow Beta (6th), 33-1 Can- 
al Cymru (5th). 33-1 Mgftt Fruiter. 50-1 
Komesta, 50-1 TWr of A Nose. 50-1 Vfa- 
rwhtog Day 66-1 My Lost Love 
17 m. IV.. ft, l ia sum (rtfrmr bay gate- 
mg by Alau&d out at Noble Tiara, traded 
By Mrs D Home a> Newmarket, for herself). 
Ibto: win £44.70: places £5® £320: £420 
OF: £16720 CSF -. CK3B3 

2-00. (3m, routes chasa) 

1. COLLIER BAY TJ Murphy 8-11 fay 

2-RIvarDawn — G Bratery 9-4 

3.MrPsrkupp__ H Winger 66-1 

Atom 8-1 flowed ftvau 16-1 My W&Jrior. 20- 
1 Grand Canyon. 100- 1 Gafcim Lord. 

7 ran. *. (fist. (Winner hay gelding by 
Green Desert out of Cockaroo iahna. 
trailed by J Old. Wrougmon, for WE Sturt). 
TWe; vrin E1JBO; piacras Cl40i EWO. DF-. 
£220 CSF: £2^a Non Fkmer: Sir Sanuef 
Onty three fintered. 

2- 30: pm s> TOyda handicap hurofa) 

1. CASTLE OWEN — R Thtxnton B-1 1 fav 

2. Old Rouvaf DGategner 7-7 

3. ABez Wljbts M A Fitzgerald 15.1 

Also: 9-2 Basse Browne (Stti). 10-1 Mof- 
sum (4di). ie-1 Dam. 2S-1 Cfatreswar 
(6tfi).33-( Bfatox 

8 ran. 51 3. 6, 6. life (winner bay gekttng 
by Caste Keep out ot Lady Owaneee, 
named by D Ndroison, Temple Gwfing. ficzr 
Lord \fe3tey) Tola: C17D; Eiaa £180' C2.U 
OF: £5 20 CS F: CSAft Thtast £4230. Two 
fences orrtttBd on chase course 

3.00: (3m. hamkeap chose) 

1. MALAWI GTonifay 11-* J| fav 

2. Hawaiian Tfluth — 0 from 1M J| fay 

3- EorfyOrinker. —I A McCarthy S-1 

Abo: 7-2 Lord Kfafica 4.1 Setatan ifed at 
ftoat fence vrtwn in lead). 

5 ran. nk. 27. (wimar chestnut gekUnn by 
Mattam Sfafa ofafa tyed. framed by J Jet. 
tereoa Maiton. tor W A Bethel} Une: *to 
£430; places C25Q. E2oa OF; ES.V3 C6F- 
CKUK. Only throe finOhea 

3-30 (2m <t TOyds. handcap chase) 

1. YAM K1E LORD G Bradtoy 8-1 

2. Riw Boy Magulra Brens fay 

3. crane Hill ,c Msudo Zt 

Ataw 8-1 Another Course 8-1 Sn«e Anm- 

nwtic (Bth). 10-1 Captato Water (4^,. « 

1 Canana Boy (Sh), 2S-i Dav^ re Thuridor 
33-1 Lirtfa Rovrfey, ' 

Vran.ft.2a2a vj*.i3 (winner bay gofcj. 
tog by Lred Arnenco out of Cootniutf 
^ttoed by S Stieroooft East lyey tof-nJ 
Soys to Bed* Tote: CftSO. £2.10 
£170 DF:£8AQ CSF- 0533 


4J»: (2m 5f 110yds, novice h'cap hurts 

1.OKWEB0H JP Spencer: 

2. HRcMriker TJHunriiy: 

a Springfield ScaKy 

_M A Fifageraid 0-4 : 

AIm: B-1 Supreme Trogtedyta (4th). 1 
Whfepomg Court, tt-1 Normandy Fk 
(5th). U- 1 The Ned, Tl-i Knocfcaroa t 
Pf«*xo Hand |6tti}, I6-1 Lang Whang 
1 Fabulous Mtofa 25-1 Karadeni. Si 
Magic Lamp. 

13 ran. 1V«, 4, fast X 2ft (winner bey ge 
top by Boc trie out of Gay Signal, trafrn 
by B Cretey, Newmaricst, tor P Byrr 
Tbta: win £740; places CLOG £1 
DF: £2l4a CSF: £3956. IHceflt £6854 
Ptacepot C4630. Ouadpat sasft 
Ptece 6: £12.7S place 5: £20Q 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Gong: Standard 

IfaO: 1. MAGICAL SHOT (Ft FKzpaWck) 
2: 2. Arc 6-4 fav, 3, ElndT Stream 3-1 3 n 

Vu a P CamaA Sotn/WBl). Ukk £430; Cl 

£150, £150 DF: £56a CSF: £1134. 

2.10: 1. ABUUJOOO (C Uwttw) Mt 
Z Monaco Gold KM; 3 . AfaaMb -&a 9 n 
4. r*t (P Hasten Mddehsml TWa: C2i 
CMO £230 £140 DF: £1530 CSF: £*a 

SMK IjOUNA CASTLE (CLowtheri 11 

las: Z RayBc KJ-1; a King Priam s-2 
*■ 3. 1'f»- (P HaSam, MWttehamV T 

030: EtfiO £2J0 E2fla OF: £2a8Q C 


aio: 1. FLYING OFFICER 
fav; 2- AdfaphI Boy 10-1; 3 
7-4. 6 ran. 7. %. (Sr Marie I 
TOrafaLTbltK E1S0: £120 B 
CiaBQ CSF: £154a 
fYiftoLara, 

3^0: 1. KEEN HANDS (R f 
2- Lady Certoron 8-1 ; 3. Ug 
N Mb 

»»*rart-bteEa30;El2Qj 
SS.70 CSF: CTOO Nq bid ta 
^10: 1. BARON DE PICHC 
j , fev;2.Ertnraie7-2:3.Wg 
iv*. as 
Tote £160; I 
E 2 ® CSF; C327. 

JMckpot EaSASO 

Ptocapot C4AO Quadpac i 
Pfeca 6: C3.4B. Mace sTu 
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Corretja falls 
Sis to Norwegian 
IgJ journeyman 
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CHRISTIAN RUUD sprang the 
biggest surprise of his so Car un* 
'Vnarkable career to knock 
wft AJex Corretja in the Aus- 
tralian Open yesterday costing 
the men's tournament another 
of its biggest names. 

Ruud, without a tournament 
title in seven years as a pro- 
fessional, disposed of the world 
No 3 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 on a windy 
outside court at Melbourne 
Park. The third seed, Pat Raft- 
er, the biggest name left in the 
men's draw, hit form, however, 
to remain on course for a replay 
of the US Open final against his 
compatriot, Mark. Philippoussis, 
in the fourth round. 

Rafter rushed to a 6-2. 6-4, 
6-4 win over Mark Woodforde, 
another Australian, while the 
big-serving Philippoussis ear- 
lier saw off the American 
Michael Chang, the 14th seed 


By Paul Tait 

in Melbourne 

beating the 1989 French Open 
champion 7-6, a-6, 6-3, 5-7, 7-5, 

The loss of Corretja in the 
second round means the tour- 
nament is without the top three 
men in the game, after Pete 
Sampras's decision to miss the 
season- opening Grand Slam 
and the late withdrawal of 
world No 2 Marcelo Rios with 
a back injury. 

“1 don't have to be disap- 
pointed because 1 played real- 
ly well in the Last couple of 
months," Corretja said “It's 
just a pity it happened here be- 
cause it’s a Grand Slam.” 

The Spaniard, the French 
Open runner-up, never looked 
comfortable against the ag- 


7 Wayward Smith loses 
^aiams her great opportunity 


BRITAIN'S INTEREST in the 
women’s singles ended at the 
Australian Open yesterday 
when Samantha Smith lost her 
second-round match to the Aus- 
tralian Nk»Ie Pratt 64. 6-4 -- after 
leading 4-2 in the opening set 

Smith beat Pratt 6-3, 6-1 at the 
US Open two years ago and 
made another fine start But she 
then lost four games in a row to 
be a set down and lost her serve 
again at 4-4 in the second. 

After saving two match 
puttts the 27-year-old Essex 
player volleyed over the base- 
line with the whole court at her 
mercy and Pratt, ranked 102nd 
against Smith's 64th, won when 
yet another forehand flew out 


Tm really disappointed," 
she said. “I never thought I was 
going to lose, but I missed so 
many open court shots. 

There was more disappoint- 
ment for British fans in a record 
crowd when the dotirfes pair Neil 
Broad and Andrew Richardson 
lost in straight sets in the first 
round to France's Olivier De- 
laitre and Fbhrice Santoro. The 
seventh seeds won 6-7, 6-3, 6-3. 

In the women's doubles 
Britain's Julie Pullin teamed up 
with the Czech Republic’s Eva 
Melicharova, but they had the 
misfortune to meet Martina 
Hin gis and Anna Kourakova. 
Predictably, they 10816-3, 6-0 to 
the No 3 seeds. 


gressive Norwegian, who was 
happy to rdy on his whippy 
forehand and play from wefl be- 
hind the baseline to take ad- 
vantage of a swirling wind. 

Corretja's loss was another 
blow for Spain, which now 
sends an armada of players to 
Melbourne each year but saw 
10 of its best players sink with- 
out trace on Tuesday. “It was 
not that bad [Tor Spain]... It was 
terrible,” Corretja said. Ruud, 
26, is better known on the less- 
er Challenger circuit and has a 
string of Grand Slam first and 
second round exits next to his 
name stretching back to 1992. 

Rafter, the 1995 champion 
Andre Agassi and Tim Henman 
are the main contenders left in 
what is being referred to as the 
“most open” Open in years. 

Agassi faces a clear run to 
the semi-finals, but Rafter has 
the toughest road ahead and 
must survive against the in- 
form Swede Thomas Enqvist in 
the next round before he can 
face Philippoussis. Then he 
would have a likely quarter-final 
against Henman. 

In the women’s singles, the 
world No l Lindsay Davenport 
crushed Argentina's Florenda 
Labat 6-2, 6-1 without quite hit- 
ting her best form. The seeds 
Jana Novotna, Conchita Mar- 
tinez, Dominique van Roost and 
Natasha Zvereva also advanced 

The fifth seed, Venus Willi- 
ams, was in similarly aggres- 
sive form, reeling off ll games 
in a row to crush Sweden’s Asa 
Carlsson 6-2, 6-1. 

The Swiss eighth seed, Patty 
Schnyder, was the highest- 
ranked woman to be knocked 
out when she lost 6-7, 6-4, 6-3 to 
the Frenchwoman Amelie 
Mauresmo. 

Results, Digest, page 29 



Marie Philippoussis stretches for the ball during his five-set victory over Michael Chang at the Australian Open in Melbourne yesterday AP 

Officials deny Courier’s drug claims 


BRIAN TOBIN, the president of 
the International Tennis Fed- 
eration, has denied claims by ( 
Jim Courier that the sport feces * 
a major drugs problem. 

The defending Australian 
Open champion, Petr Korda, is 
at the centre of a drugs con- 
troversy, having tested positive 
to the steroid nandrolone at 
Wimbledon last year. Courier 
said he suspects some players 
are using banned substances 
such as erythropoietin, or EPO. 

“I cannot accept the fact 
that tennis has been killed or 
damaged by cheating and 
drugs because it's very isolat- 
ed," Tobin said at the Aus- 
tralian Open yesterday. 


By Julian Linden 

“The point we are trying to 
make here is the sport itself is 
not rotten. It’s not as if we have 
suddenly uncovered a whole 
cache of dopers. It's not like cy- 
cling or football We’ve been 
testing now for 10 years and I 
can only remember six or 
seven positive cases out of 
more than 1,000 each yean" 

The women’s world No 1, 
Lindsay Davenport, also 
weighed into the controversy, 
admitting she was suspicious 
of the “superhuman” efforts of 
some players on the men’s 
tour, and saying that she 
agreed with Courier: She made 


the kind of speech Tobin had 
been trying to prevent, con- 
fessing to not knowing the dif- 
ference between a. number of 
different performance-en- 
hancing substances, then of- 
fering opinions about them. “I 
don’t know the difference be- 
tween blood doping and 
steroids," she said “I'm still 
trying to learn about it" 

Marie Miles, the chief exec- 
utive officer of the men's ATP 
Tour, said Courier’s claims 
were both inaccurate and dam- 
aging to the sport's image. 

“Tve read and heard a lot this 
week - not just from Jim- that, 
in my view, was not helpful not 
accurate, not a fair characteri- 


sation of the sport or the (anti- 
doping) programme and based 
on misunderstanding, lack of in- 
formation or disregard for the 
facts,” Mfies said 

“We are not going to muzzle 
players and say; ‘Don't make 
any commenf... Personally, I 
thmk it is inappropriate for 
players to cast a doud over the 
reputation of their sport with- 
out any substantiation." 

Under ITF regulations 
Korda should have been sus- 
pended for a year, but escaped 
with a fine after an independent 
appeals committee in Decem- 
ber upheld the player’s claim 
that exceptional circumstances 
were involved 


The ITF has subsequently 
appealed to the Court of Arbi- 
tration for Sport in Lausanne 
over the leniency of Korda's 
penalty, but the player's 
lawyers last week went to the 
High Court in London to chal- 
lenge the ITF’s right to appeal 

The saga has upset some of 
the sport's leading players, 
who have blamed the ITF and 
ATP for allowing Korda to 
continue playing and giving 
the wrong message about 
drug-taking. 

A former world No I. John 
McEnroe, said- “1 don't think 
that is the type of example that 
we need to start Frankly th^r 
have to crack down." 




LlNGFIELD 

HYPERION 

i.oo Sammy’s Shuffle 1.30 Star Turn 2.00 
Mister Raider 2 JO Grassland^ 3.00 Admirals 
Place 3,30 Topton 4J0 DOUBLE FLIGHT (nap) 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 5f & frn - outside, remainder - insKte 

□RAW ADVANTAGE - Low best up to tm, especMy SI races. 

■ left-hand courw 

■ Course e SE of town on B202& LmgfieW station (served by 
London. Victoria) ac|otos course. ADMISSION: One enclosure 
CIO. CAR PARK: CU> £3; remainder free. 

■ LEADING TOAMBtS: G L Moon BM3S (tteA B Hannon 47-366 
(mi M Johnston 45-264 (17%). Was G KMtoway 42-2B9 (Wfcj. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Ctaric 72-5B9 fS2%). J Weaver 68-307 
G21-H R Cochrane 53-331 (16%). S WNtworfh 52-376 (08%). 
7EAVOUWTES: 708-21ti (335*1 

VJlKERSJ RRST TTME Many Prince (4flq. Itowfl (vtoored, uq. 
LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Lady Caraflne (230). Eleanor Rigby 
POOL Low Academy (33q sartZTQmjes. 

(I nn| WILSON HANDICAP (F) {DIV I) £2,750 
1 l,w l added 1m 21 

1 ,50-30 SLPJJG (10) (C) K flute 69 H D Sweeney 1 B 

2 6001-6 VUTAHED (12) GLItoore 49 « F Norton 11 

3 0522-3 LflAWTA (14) B Rsfcig 4 9 4 £ Fnftngr (3) 4 

4 El-32 SAMMY'S SHUTTLE f!2){CD0F) RM Rower* 92 

DmOMSB 

5 3KO€ tEVERGOLFOTICESS (14}(CJ7 J N*0ton4 91TSpratefl 

6 50630- CAERHJWONBMIT(K)GLMoora49Q — Candy Monta7 

7 M2-22 HARM* (7)0 Gifey 5 B9 JP Spencer (3)3 V 

8 53064- MENDOZA (33) (C) P Mcflel 5 fl B W Ryan 2 

S SBB0- roUROFSfMB(S7)(qRHb*esaB7JtaaniiiS«ndwB6H 

« 000-20 CUM0E (7) R tagrain 5 B 5 ACMTO 

n 06600 LIFT BOY (USA) (14) (C) P Bugoyne W 7 13 J Quinn B 

-11 daefemd- 

BETTING: 3-1 Hand, 100-30 Sammy 1 * Shuffle, 6-1 1MA7-1 S6p Jfe 
8-1 YtytaM. 10-1 M endo za, Cfcmoe, tm Cwmarfori Bay, 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

TKa, mum to a ente and a (yrartor should be ideal lor SAM- 
MY'S SHUFFLE, who has bean n good tarni hare thtf win- 
ter. His latest narrow defeat by Ftoida Of Omagh over ln>4f 
got a boost when that rival defied a 51b higher marie here last 
SaSwnJfiy. and there are doubts about a kA ot his mala. Mara- 
efl and LUonlta, wno hare been rurotog wo# Ws winter with- 
out winning, are the o&wous dangers. 


I -Toa | WILSON HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV II) 
l, 1 ." 3U l £2,750 added tm 2f 

t M32-4 HAWXSBLLHBffIV(S)(CDBF] MaAF^ned 59 II _AC>ark1 

2 5004! STAR TURN (14) (CD) R U Fb»fflr5 9 7 DuffNeBS 

3 60000- AHCIONAOO(J26)RHQtlgB6593 S Drome 3 

4 6500-6 SANTONE (12) R Hannon 4 9 2 __PDotov(7)B 

5 61402- VfHATCVerS BIGHT (118)(C)UUohErX) 00 — 

W Hutchkoan (7) 7 

B 033-00 CASTLE ASHBY JACK (S)(p)P Honing 530 JQuhmS 

7 63022 HARVEY YMTE (14) (U) (BF) ,1 Pearce 788 A Poll (3)2 

B 0550 SIR WALTER (12) A T Miphy 6 B 8 DM McKoown 4 

9 0000- SUPBUailM) JVlt*iwigW4 6e GBantwellO 

10 40080- WPBWTOR (31) GL I40ora485 JFwaringS 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 SWBim,M HmtaM HwnfcM Ltarwy WMe^-l Wtwt- 
•nr'a Right, 3-1 Sentone, ID-1 Aftdcnado, Carte Ashby Jock, 20 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Nut much Strength r depth here and hard to look beyond 
the front three in the betting, who have o> been n good form 
here HAWKSBiLL HBSRY jua gets ihe nod ahead of star 
Turn ana harvoy Witte. 


n n n i GLADSTONE CLAIMING STAKES 
„ . Tl (CLASS E) E3J500 added 1m 

1 00050- ZBBWp2)pO)JTcfcr5Ba SWhBw«d»3 

2 0(000 MISIIEMfMEW(7) LADbob 4BB TGHcLwighlat E 

3 06000 UtSTBtRAffifflpqREVfr«lBr7B7_SCwon(7)BB 

4 CE550 StLBn-PRDE(19)GLIfaare4BB Candy Mon* S 

3 33045 UR ROUGH (7) (D) D More 8 8 5 N Dey7B 

fl ORHB PL»lGAZ(Fll)(7)(OR08i*an6S3 JOiWr 2 

7 40(00 HWHU S1DHI (iq (CO) DUerdi Duo ti 81 JMsGtanl 
B 54000 LASTCHANCE(qJlWimghl 581 GBaniwalll 

5 QOD SP9CSrSREVBJG£p2O(CD)P0ute-13BtJ’DoeR6V 

« /DOCK- FAWCr SURE (141) (D) N Berry BSD F Norton 10 

IT O3P0 SQUARE MILE OSS (IB) (CO) NBenyBBO NCerWe9 

-11 dadnd- 

BEnWGt VM PWn Gaz, M Square Nfc Ita 5-1 ZWri, 8-1 Haml 
Storm, llr Rough, 8-1 Uster RaUec, 12-1 LaH Chance, 141 ottwre 

FORM VERDICT 

There ae luge quastfri maria about moat of thnsa, n« test 
Zknlri. who woSd wipe Ihe floor wHh the OppOBWcm H near 
hb besL Bui given hb bvetoS aid recent tsoord, he Is )uEt as 
Hedy to finish last be first In a race (hat should hwe a punr 
tart wealth warning, SQUARE MLE MISS seems more Re- 
ly than most to run her race and that may wel suffice. 


fo on CHARITY RACEDAYS AT UNGFIELD 

1.1 HANDICAP (E) £3,500 added 3YO Sf 

1 WO- AATCU(NDHIN0tTflNG(t5S)(D)ltaJQB2e97iiMMHlir4 

2 LADy CAROLINE (23) (O (BF) UJahnsWi 92.. JFwrtig 8 

3 306- AVONDALE GH. (23) (D)C Dwyer 91 JQototed(7)2 

4 1328 THOHMAB7Q«.(iq(D)TDBanonP1-lttebMleyl lai t(5)9 

5 S28 DOLLY DAY DREAM (14) K hoy B n JMfrlDwyw5 

6 1-3 GRASSLANDK (12) (0) (BF) A rto*C0fiOe 6 1) J Qatar 3 

7 05001- KAYO Gffi pi) (CD) A Mcfto 0 6 .TSpnttalB 

8 40002 OH I SAY (12) (D) Mas G raawy a 5 PDoe(5)G 

9 90304 CRfflaCA (16(1 RSpoer 7® Aftj«P)7 

-9dedered- 

NWraurn 0 Blgtt 7 st lOBx Tiub haticap weight Cndena 7a 36 
8 ETTWG 9-4 Gessiandfe, 11-4 Lady CaraOne, 13-2 ThomebyGhl, Kayo 
Gee, 7-1 Oh I Say, 10-1 DoBy Day Dkeam, W-1 Avondale OH, 14-1 Aa- 
IbuhnoMNUng, 16-1 Credsna 

FORM VERDICT 

This CAD brought out the beat ri KAYO GEE last ttma and, 
from the plum draw again, she could be hard to peg bode 
She may hove most to tear from GrasalandBu who tocto the 
type who could make further improvement and rswree re- 
cent C&D form with Oh I Say. 


o nni DISRAELI MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
I £5^50 added 3YO 7f 

1 008 ADMIRALS PLACE (14) H Armstrong 9 0 JtCtarkB 

2 0040- B8JJCHANG piq P Howfcg 9 0 JQotw4 

3 60- CtmWAV W£rvfsB9 Douhtfufl 

4 00 DISTANT BELLE (15) N Uttmocfcn 8 9 .TGMcLangMaS 

6 50 ELEANOR RtGSY (12) M Jotidtn B 9 JFSmtag5 

6 0-3 GRAND CORONET (B) T VMs S 9 L Carter 2 

7 32236- LBGBD RALLS (10$ J Nosofe B 9 W Ryan 7 

-7dadared- 

BETTING: M Legend Ms, 11-4 AdrriralB Ptea, 41 Grand Coronet, 
5-1 Baanor Rigby. 10-1 Dtatnt Beds, 20-f BfBcfteng 

FORM VERDICT 

Attfxwgh Lagand FeBs has the bast form, it e not car tan 
she wa reproduce it under these condtoons. GRAND CORO- 
NET, hoiMBwsr, left the impres si on when dwtl hare last wrek 
that she mid apprecate this lutong shortar tdp and aha may 
be afcte » make That evparience of the enlace tel 


o~on l UNGRELD PARK GOLF CLUB HAND* 
Lrzrzj (CAP (CLASS □) ES^SO added 7f 

1 444^0 TOPTON (5) (CD) (BR P Hcmfing 5 DO -J Outre 4 B 

2 02(68 ROBQ MAGIC (19) (C) L Mortage Hal 7 9 11 WRyanl 

3 61-002 U3NEACA09iY(S){P)UJDtn3lcn 4 9 1) .Dare McKoown B 

4 30008 TWIN CSraC5(5HCD)VSoa»B 9 0 R Cochrane 6 

5 29*HJ BUTR9frO(19){CD)JFba«M5 97 APo*(3)2 

6 3000IF SHARP PEARL (77) D Cosffow 8 90 0aneCTMe«7 

7 Ct12- MUTABASSIR (30) (CD) (BF) G L Moore 5 B 7 ....FNortanS 

8 6TXF3 SUfTE FACTORS (7) (iq K Bute 5 7 1) -DataGU»C»3 

-8 declared - 

t&rmmwvgH: 7st tfllh. 7h» handicap veNght Suife Facias 7a 96. 
BETTING: 1 1-4 Motsbassfc 3-1 Low Academy, 10080 Hapten, 7-1 Butrin- 
to. Twin Creek*. 9-1 Sid* Factor*, ID-1 Rato Magic, 2S-1 Sharp Pearl 

FORM VERDICT 

n has been a supnslngfy long wan to see MUTABASSIR back 
hare (he was baaotad out of the Ladbreke AW F<nal)L but he 
looked such a natural whan troittig up over C&D friNovsm- 
barthatha can overcome today’s much higher mark. Leva 
Academy and Ibpton have also taken targe weight nses but 
si# ter* the moa My flangere 


a HO | THATCHER CLASSIHED STAKES 
l . yj (CLASS F) £2,750 added 1m 4f 

1 6302-1 BAPSFOfffl (12) (C) P) M Wferng 5 92 ,.^_RPre»8 

2 001-6 OANCINGAU>NEtB)DMcnis7 92 PMQuinn(7)5 

3 lOOD- rWTDNJME5(USA)(4DPHanls6S2 AQdhww2 

4 33640- ARTIC COUfflER (129) (D) D Cosgncw890 .WRywiB 

5 50435 CHABROL (CAN) fflPGBgan 690 J Quinn 11 

6 30204 MJHANDtS (7) (p) G L Moore 6 9 0 Candy Manta 3 B 

7 D608 STAR MANA^R (12) R Speer 990 J$CBraan(7)1 

8 32321 SUCH BOLDNESS (3) (D) Ifes G Ketawy 5 9 0 — 

— PBadwtckefQ 10 

B 65/34 D0UBLERJGHT(iqkbEBSBnrfeffi5Bl1. .. — ACtartr7 

« 65045 »BWrPHB«£[7)PH8tf9Br48t) DbmOTMIAB 

It 33050 VB3A«Ept)(S5)R Ftaw 48 IQ SDcawntS 

-11 declared - 

BETTOQ: T-2 Doidde FSgN, Such BoUnet*. 41 Arte Costae 7-1 Chabrol 
9-1 Bapsfmtf, 9-1 Haydn James, 12-1 UnbomS*. 19-1 othare 

FORM VERDICT 

SUCH BOLDNESS looks the safe caB in a race where most 
sue hard id fancy tor one reason or another. Consistent and 
to top form, he toots buoued by the weights and could be 
tough d peg back if able to Idck lor home off the final bend 


Sorry Ponting 
admits drink 
is a problem 




LUDLOW 


li Ah\ NEENTON SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
I l,w l DIE (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 



HYPERION 

1.10 Father Krtsmas 1.40 Tylo Steamer 

2.10 Knightsbrldge Scot 2.40 Rockforce 

3.10 Lady Of Gortmerron 3.40 Legal Right 

4.10 Count CamptonI 

GOING: Chase course: Good to Soft Soft to places 
H*tto course: Soft Good to Scfrt in places. 

■ Right-hand course Chase couse has sharp benda. 

■ Courea s NW of town off A49. Ludtow station 2m. AD8BSSION: 
Oub SM4; ^lEreala CIO (OAPs receive 52 retresrtnent voucher); 
Course Q Accempanmd under- IBs free CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Ptpe 25-85 (263%), 0 NtChoison 22-59 
(373%.), K Brftay «« eaMV H Hendareon 1S90 (433%). 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy ZW3 1273%), R Johnson 22-08 
£204%). A Maguire 1MH pim n Dunwoody 14^4 [259%) 

■ FAVOURITES: «-4H (392%) 

BUNKERED FIRST RME: TWO Bilta flAQ) 

|l -4 m | MARSH BROOK MAIDEN HURDLE 

< l,lu l (CLASS F) £2450 added 2m 

1 B BWLLlAKTSTWt(M5 (21) SBracWtfflfTTl B Stf>me 

2 38 CWCKE7WG(70)TGflCrgB7Tl B -.—TJaita 

3 JE7W8 CHAfUSi (E9C1) HUot^en 8— 0 NePh»> (5) 

4 3 HSmATO(BERHH«PWbgiHni5t18 DUaBf*ms 

5 Qf PERILOUS PUOfT(F51) A SbaatBrBtl 8 TBBy 

6 22 ROCABEE (26) (BF) DNchotecr 5H 8 AMsguire 

7 OmeCHOLAHGjaN(3B7)G'lWqi71ia VHNtety 

B 8B2P/SH«0Npi»P»PB ,aBB ' n8 1*6 Late (7) 

9 P 7EAXAUDAN (N3 (33) JU&ariEy5 fIB HOfaerfS) 

H 54 PCLEADBU«7)PR¥te0lMr81ia- BFtettn 

h -340S6 WETMiDfiEEpOJTWM51fa DteyL|0r« 

V. QHffllACHEB GOODESS (RBqTNi5ff3-Jll0 flfaBlp) 

G SOKE GREY P Sown 7 113 W > faglon 

v, aRtn®i«aiiAS(n|PMefiofc4B« — -—Jnwrt 
■r^- fLAMET0WBt(F17) Kltete4t)T) — GoyL*wta(3) 

’’•’d JACK REEF (FgqDMcCan4Dtl -ACCfflfta^ 

17 U RqKNOWTCeTNOWTpqfiJFrt»(G®., — T Jllwphy 

-17teM- 

BETT1NG: 7-4FHfrer Krismaa, 11-4 Ftocabee, ^ThaUa dw; 8-1 Brfl- 
taflf SB; 16-1 ISBNs, 20-1 Rime Drear, 25-1 CrietefiBB,3M ofltaffi 

FORM VERDICT 

FATNERKmSMASte the togieal choirs to whais probabfy 
an ordtoary race, hanna ahapfld wiBr prtw*» on tai mt «- 
tempt over hurcBes. Although coreftkira are Btay to be qiits 
tested fte pace coua he the ttecking factor against staying 
types Be The Leader and Rocabae. 


1 ,,w l OLE (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m 

1 31523 HRAKESTOKftoqn Brawn 8 HD SK*Hy£) 

2 FfP-iR TRHuafDBTO(22)(D)TYftl0T17 IfrRRntaMp) 

3 455633 MGH LOW (USA) (43) JO) I Jonas 11 fl 0 J Moated (7) 

A 3446 TVLO STEAMER (TqDintam 7 D It R McGrath 

5 3840 CROiHBOOCnOHNQq (CO) PBnanS PD.WWnfltesA 01 ' 

6 5S4D SOLDIER COVE (7) D BtidwIB K>9 DJBuretofl 

7 tfgya FOWTMff FAaapq IP) ELJWIW88PB.- — 

B 22FHXJ JRSHSEA (USAj’W i Ltoi^pj 6T) 6 MhsEJ Jones 

9 0503- B0Wff(GHqp17)DWWta6B0 WHnaton 

10 034)06 COBLE (19) D McCall 510 Q ACCoytop) 

It 3C6-LP TWOBUS(21) ASfcMtarS 80 .TJ lturphy 8 

C 544823 CONNEL-S CROFT (iqPB«n*7 SO B Thornton V 

13 054403 GALLOPMG GUNS (22) (CO) B IJ*Miyn7 1)(L-OUGPh*fl(t5) 
« 00005- DUHSTON KEA.IH {•'S4) P 6 00 — B*S Strong (?) 

e OQfiP- MAPENGOp82) WaCffidaBOO- JIWtftey(7) 

8 0QQ56 LORD FREDH8CK (43) W 7 O 0 Glbrnwy 

V capp- PHH)EBOOORJGGL£(*21)flJfflC89T)0_JI Wdwiarp) 


20 PPP-36 AL1CAT (55) Nt 


MMmm weight fOtt Dm ten* 
Orif 9ct Mb. GaKpng Gm 8 tt 
9*1 06), Uxl Frederick 9 k 7*. Pn 
Ssf4to, rm/tBrnattoa* 4b, A9 
BETTINtt KTytoStoanio; 1M l 


ii£(W)flJPta0WO_MWdtear© 
PR tteZDreton * t)0 J* AMre (7) 

[654) P Bow fl 130 AKagubo 

begsBIOO IfcNFaMypJB 


Tire Bfc 9at Ctmafk 
xiHgefftaziaxUapengo 


i Cm, 7-1 HfgfiLoKtl I 
o. 12-1 Msh See, 14-1 at 


FORM VERDICT 

Th*. looks a fine opportunity tor CONNEL'S CROFT. He haa 
inpraved to his last two races and loots wfll treated fin hts 
iatea here - Coay Rtoa withdrawn overflight, finished 
Ml behind to fltth but was ate to reoppoaa on 3to woree terma 
TytoSteranar and H^h Low are the pick of the opposition 

roTol annual members handicap 

l^ - 1 u I CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 

1 COT BOLD SIATQBfT (22) (D) H0afy711 f) _S Wynne 

2 /5-03P PSHIAN TACTXS (42) T Neettwn till 7 Glbrnwy 

3 WPG KNEHTSBnDGESCOT(4Q)MBVWfemsB114-TJMaplf 

4 362-3F DADDY tMVCSIff^pCB Us P Ford B fr 0--OMePhalK 

5 21-23) GLM8riOCKLADf^sfSEf)RNrw7T) - G.._^._BFB4Dn 

6 OFW NQHDOlBIGpqgSJGMcCourifltJfi AMustere 

7 IHP3P3 FWLOFBOONCEpqroRHKfcHflDB PHalay 

8 -4JF43 MOORLAND HnfUBI(tq(P) A Hchbs 8 D7~WHMilan 

-fldedarad- 

BETTING: 1W KnlgMtbridg* Seal, 7-2 GWsnoci Lad, 4-1 Gold State- 
ment, 5-1 No Fkhltag, 1f-1 UMriaod HJflhSyn 12-1 ottwre 

FORM VERDICT 

WshtheGrehamMcCauTSlrtnginreasonabtetonr.NOF©- 
DUNG Is taken to auppirenant Na recent Thuitoit success, 
aUuugh there has to be a sight doubt that he wBrepste that 
effort as N bite GAtondiw bach afer a long lay-oHKrri|jhu> 

bridge Scot is a doer danger. 


p 4A| LONGMYND NOVICE HANDICAP 
^•^1 CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 

1 4021 ROCKFORCE (17) (D) P ffchofe 7 G 0 jTband 

2 636123 MH BEAN (22) (D) B LbweAyn 9 11 4 DUd>M(5)B 

3 sum 8WA(U)DMcCbh 7U6 TJMraphy 

4 RCTCF ROYAL SWffi 3 p4) Dr P PnfcftwJ » 0 0 DrPPriUred 

5 04*46 WWLCSLB)Hf3)DWaens6 80 BHoOnHi 

e 0-405P TSTSTOO (13) C Jadccn 7 TO D OBwrtlW* (5) 

7 64256 SWAN STREET (HZ) (17) EL JamreB DO JRKMBtfi 

a 60536 BALUfHAY (S3) fl Atoer 6 D □ PHotey 

-Bdadarad- 

UfoimumwQigbt 1 Ost Two fiandcap waigftts: fioyaf CoSdh Ssf 9(0. fee ha 
*» Sat 7fc Swan Sum Sir Ob. Ba4*oy 9a 2tt>. 

BETTMS: S4 Raekfbrea, 7-2 Ur Bean, 4-1 teya. 6-1 BaBftwy, 10-1 Swh 
SOT*. 20-1 Royei CaB*. 33-1 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

Roddoree is highly regarded and wi probably wto. but bsck- 
tog odde-on tevovetes to ncrM» cheeea under 12*. on soft 
ground is the way to the poor house. Consequently, HcoUd 
be worth chancing Ftobert Alneris BALLYBAY, tram wed out 
of the hondteap aspedaBy as there are eighl rannera and he 
w* start at an each-way price 

jq -(01 WELSHPOOL HANDICAP HURDLE (E) 

l.i £3,500 added 3m 2f 110yds 

1 tJP-PI TTUV 5JSA) (B) (CO) A areefcr 9 H U- Gay Lyon* V 

2 ff1-» LADyOFGORTlBWONP7)WNT*tor>Oa(es711 1.TJOT* 

3 VSBI CARMEL'S JOT ( 682 ) T Geags BUS MrNFaMy(7) 

« 2HP-F F000BRQKS1 STAR (23) T Neadam 9 10 11 - -MreCFori 
5 0134)1 RIVERBANK ROSE (I^WW CtayB Dll GlbnMy 

8 23tT1/ SCOUNDREL (72?) A JU^as 8 T) D VSMtay 

7 2P-5T WHrFtDOWCT (20) (D) C Jackson 0 J*c*san B 

B 2IM54 TAP CWTOOTSS (14) T Vtel 7 Q 0 LHanrey 

9 5064/2 BLA2B4G STWttl (26) C Egerton 7 DO — SapMeMtehcfl 

V B3(M WHATJMHlANrepq PWbgmannfl OO DMuUnms 

It 46SUTTl£3BettpqtC)lh6PFatl3D0_ OMcPbsB?!) 
2 PDFS RWCVHAHCY(51)(I^ IfcC JdtosayflDO .-DGteagbBr 

t) -00GP4 WESTCOA£T(13)MtofltO WHuatMB 

VS RXHT ONE MORE OWE M(OJRHudws,9DQ B Fenton 

-I4«te*rect- 

IMnn wegfifr iftt Diwfandcto mfeMK SpO" fcotsteflsf 13S>, She- 
tog SDroftf life HAstJhrHbnitast i«i UneftwwM «S fwq-lteicy 
asrns wsseoEt to an On Mon Dm atm. 

KITING: W Udy Of Gdriracrran. 9-2 Rkrertaii Rose, 6-1 TUy; 1M 
ScoundreLlM Fo«tuidcwSO^TteOn'1bot*lB,T4-l ottwre 

FORM VERDICT 

This shaJd be a thoough test of gtamtoa, wtthTXJV.CannaT* 
Joy and What Jbn Wants a) sited by fon^g tanka The 
lopweighft recent fbrm looks sold and ha is Jurf preferred 
to Lady Of Goflmanui. 


7> a ftl TELFORD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
L--'T^J £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 Kl-C FANFARON (24) (D) PR C Epricn 6 11 11 .—J A McCarthy 

2 IPOPf COOLEST BY PHAfl pq Ms P fiad 7 11 5 — 0 McPhafl (5) 

3 QfQ4PS ESKLEIBROOtC (13) U Jadeor 6 It 5 JHogtartp) 

4 -F50P5 FASTM GOLD ft3) (C) R J Pricre 7 TI 5 SKaflyffl 

6 30232 HUGH W TIC CLOUDS (48) (C) H Daly 7 n 5 S Wynne 

G 43W3- HOPE 1TMTCH (NZ) (55q A Ktabbs 11 TI 5 WMarem 

7 iFV/35 JBAU{B5) Dlhr^Snttifl H 5 OGafl&gMr 

5 D1-4P LEGAL FflGHT (USA) 07) (C] J J OTM G 11 5 — RMcOrWh 

9 2SD45 MAZAUET (USA) (41) 0 Ofrlal 6 TI S— -VSttetey 

0 P1TV6 TUDOfl FALCON (21) P &sdey 6 11 5 &wy Lyons B 

• lOdaobnd- 

SET1WG: 11-10 Fturinn, 114M^i tnHia Ctaude. 4-1 Legit Right, 14-1 
JetaH, 2B-1 MaznwL 85-t Hup* Ttwadi, 33-t aSiare 

FORM VERDICT 

Only two can be sariouSy considered here, and as Fanfaron 
is Beefy to be very short Ihe value may wefl is with Henry 
Days HIGH IN THE CLOUDS. FOrmBrty a useful hurriter, he 
jumped wel on his chase debut last month. 

la -i a ] BORDER INTERMEDIATE NATIONAL 
1^' l># f HUNT FLAT RACE (H) £1,750 2m , 

1 T COJHTCAUHOM(Sq(CD)UsJfWi5T111 JtoTa™y(7) 

2 1 3*ffiS1ffiLL{3qDNcha»sori5Tni AMsssoy : 

3 4 BARTDN f8C (3q A Stoaer 6 11 4 HrNMdy(7) I 

4 COLOUR ME LAD N AyBfg 6 11 4 NrNfcnt 

5 0 ffiT0HG60ftGE(21) 5aooWB(»5 11 4™JHrGIN»(7) 

S HANDYMAN PHottw 5 114 RUcGrafli 

7 JACKSON COURT Plttto 5 11 4 JkHWHtop) 

8 PflNiC£OFTROYGHam5fl4 UrCFtee 

9 SOME OPERATOR NTtesmvtoos 5 71 4 — lSutbflffl(7) 

D THE QNGLR VAT Mas K Marts 6 ti 4 GuyLateE(3) 

IT 0 THE UCBY QUWiS) (13) DMcCane it 4 — AC Coyto 

n M MUL SCARLET (I^JKCrasPMfl 511 4 DFortt(q 

13 30 CHAR7«DGEHU{B3}PI«M*rfi'Oa MrCBmw 

14 HAGGE MAT BfaeceB 1)13 teH^hgrarep) 

e O&AUCHAR (711) RN Bern JS Kfllyp} 

fi HAmCATPN*ber410fi. teRRnfttf(q 

17 NAWR0«RH0dBBB4O6 Jltated 

ffl VBJJAN HMoSey4 D1 OUcFtaS^ 

-18 declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Court Cifflpitki 9-4 Sintoer ffll 5-1 Some Operator; 9-1 
Barton Me, 12-1 Handyman, 20-1 Jacteaa Coart, ltavraa.26-1 Others 

FORM VERDICT 

TtotwDprevtotoWtorHK^CtouRCflibpioniondSirnbPrHfll, 
wl maHe the maiteL bui BARTON NIC showed enough on 
his dabvt to euggeet he can wit a race o( this nature, and he 
receives plenfy ot waigm. 


THE AUSTRALIAN Test player 
Ricky Ponting yesterday ad- 
mitted he has a drink problem 
after being dropped from the 
one-day team because of an in- 
cident in a Sydney nightclub. 

The Australian Cricket 
Board’s chief executive, Mal- 
colm Speed, said the alterca- 
tion, in which Ponting was 
reportedly knocked out. was 
still being investigated and be 
expected the player would be 
charged under the ACB’s code 
of conduct 

Ponting, who had a black left 
eye, said he had no recollection 
of the incident, which occurred 
In a dub in the King's Cross 
area of the city during the early 
hours of Monday morning, fol- 
lowing Australia's loss to Eng- 
land at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground. He said the next thing 
he remembered was being in 
the team's hotel 

“I fieel I have let a lot of peo- 
ple down, particularly my team- 
mates and family and 
Tasmanian and Australian 
cricket," Ponting said. “I'm 
very embarrassed. On occa- 
sions I drink too much and get 
rqyself into situations I don't in- 
tend to be in." 

Ponting, who admitted he 
had “overstepped the mark a 
couple of times now", said he 
would seek counselling and 
promised to come back 
“squeaky clean". 

Although Ponting has been 


excluded from the Australia 
side to face Sri Lanka today in 
Hobart in the Carlton & Unit- 
ed series, Speed said it was in- 
tended (hat he would remain 
suspended until the investiga- 
tion and any code of conduct 
hearing was finalised. 

Speed said the ACB had the 
power to fine or suspend play- 
ers whose conduct brought the 
game into disrepute orwho en- 
gaged in acts of misconducL 

It is the second time the 24- 
year-old Thsmanian has been 
disciplined for an off-the-field in- 
cident Last March be was 
fined a “substantial amount” by 
the Australian team manage- 
ment because of an incident in 
a Calcutta nightclub after the 
second Test against India. 

Speed said the Australian 
team management had dis- 
cussed the incident and were 
satisfied there was a clear 
breach of the team's rules re- 
lating to discipline and drinking. 

The Australian side's gen- 
eral rule is that a 1.30am cur- 
few is imposed after day-night 
matches, and midnight on 
other nights, and that at all 
times drinking should be mod- 
erate and players well-behaved. 
Speed said he hoped the code 
of conduct hearing would be 
held early next week. Ponting 
said no other Australian play- 
ers were involved. 


Small to retire after 
20th county season 


GLADSTONE small is to retire 
at the end of this year's Champ- 
ionship season, his 20th in the 
county game. 

Small, 37, considered his fu- 
ture during a receot visit to Aus- 
tralia. “1 have decided to give 
it one last go," tfce^ Wanricishire 
bowler said. “I stfil feel I have 
something to offer on the field." 

SmaB, who played in 17 Tests 
for England, is expected to 
take up a full-time post in War- 
wickshire's marketing depart- 
ment next winter. 

The first day of the England 
Aside’s four-day match against 
Mashonaland in Harare was 
washed out yesterday after 


heavy overnight rain. Water 
had seeped under the covers 
and left large tracts of the out- 
field under water. With a high 
water table and more rain fore- 
cast there is some doubt about 
the play today. 

■ The Wwden Cricket Month- 
ly Man of the Month award has 
gone to England’s “Barmy 
Army" of fans on the tour to 
Australia. The magazine's prize 
has been renamed “Mob of the 
Month" in their honour. 

■A Hindu militant tried to im- 
molate himself in Madras yes- 
terday to protest at the planned 
series between Pakistan and 
India. 
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FA Cup focus: A former Tottenham man can improve career prospects by plotting Arsenal’s demise Collymore 

frustrated 


Lee winning the mind game ■*»* 


by Phil Shaw 



FOR A man steeped 
in the so-called Tot- 
tenham wsty, having 
played alongside 
Hoddle, Ardfles and 
Perryman in their 
pomp, Colin Lee car- 
ries a dark secret Long before 
he sported White Hart Lane's 
cockerel crest, he wore the 
cann on of their fiercest rivals. 

On Sunday, Lee's Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers side will 
try. to break Arsenal's hold on 
the FA Cup in the fourth round 
at Molineux. As well as giving 
the First Division dub a chance 
to avenge last year’s semi-final 
defeat by the eventual Double 
winners, the tie has stirred 
memories for their manager of 
his previously undocumented 
“career” as a Gunner 

Now 42 and in charge of 
Wbives since the a utumn de- 
parture of Mark McGhee, Lee 
was a 16-year-old centre-for- 
ward with Bristol City when 
Arsenal asked whether they 
could borrow him to play in a 
youth tournament in Madrid. 
Frank Stapleton bad broken an 
arm, so Lee made the trip. 

“1 did all right,” he recalls. 
“WO got to the semis before los- 
ing after having two lads sent 
off by a diabolical referee. 
Before one game we watched 
b ullfighting on television. Tiam 
Brady was like a matador with 
the ball that night - no-one 
could get it off him. Glenn Hod- 
dle was the best player I ever 
played with, without doubt, but 
Brady was close.” 

When Lee did arrive in north 
London, it was with Spurs. 
Amid the drama of his debut 
when he scored four times in a . 
9-0 rout of Bristol Rovers, the 
Highbury connection was over- 
looked. 1 kept it quiet!” he 
laughs. 

In a sense Lee has come foil 
circle since his S panish adven- 
ture. Fbr he is again holding the 
fort, having been told that the 
position will be reviewed at the 
end of the season. This time, 
however, he is no mere under- 
study. Should he guide Wohres 
into the play-offs, let alone the 
Premiership, the job would 
surely be his for the taking. 

The reluctance of the chair- 
man-owner Sir Jack Hayward, 
to commit himself more folly to 
Lee probably owes more to a 
determination not to be stuck 
with another lame duck than to 
any doubts about his ability. The 
former No 2 has made a rea- 
sonably persuasive start, his 13 
games producing six wins and 
four draws. 

His record certainly com- 
pares favourably with Mc- 
Ghee’s last 13, only two of 
which were won, and with Lee's 
own unhappy introduction to 
management After adding 
Chelsea and Brentford to his 



BY TOMMY STANIFORTH 


STAN COLLYMORE, Astott 
Villa's record signing, has spelt 

out his disappointment at hay- 
ing only a “bit part” to play in 

m anager John Gregory’s cur- 
rent plans- The £7m signing 
from Liverpool is concerned 
that his “peripheral” role is 



■gUUK a ji 

Gregory said last week that 

Collymore was “winning me 
over” with bis attitude and 
commitment despite being un- 
able to dislodge the Dion 
Dublin- Julian Joachim striking 
pp r jnpr shi p . But that IS Iittl© 
consolation to Collymore, who 

believes he deserves a place in 

the starting line-up at what he 
feels is the peak time of his ca- 


Eyes on the prize: Colin Lee casts envious eyes around the trophy room at Molineux and hopes he can play a part in reviving the good old days 


Peter Jay 


playing portfolio, he was coach- 
ing with Watford in 1990 when 
he was thrust into the void left 
by Steve Harrison’s sacking. 

“It was a time of great up- 
heaval at the dub. I took over 
in March but Elton John sold up 
that summer and I ended up 
having to sell the best players. 
The next season started badly 
and the new owner wanted his 
own man in, so I was out by 
November. With hindsight, it 
came too early for me. I don't 
know how quickly Sir Jack 
thinks we can turn it round here. 
He hasn’t told me we have to get 
up this season. 1 think he re- 
alises we had a mountain to 
climb. When Mark left we were 
in mid-table, so it was a difficult 
situation to pick up on.” 

Was he disappointed not to 


be taken on permanently? “No, 
but I do think I'm under pres- 
sure. I’ve got so many games to 
get so many results, and try to 
earn the security of a contract 
But all managers are tempo- 
rary in a way.” 


most influential was John Neal 
at Chelsea, “a man of few 
words, but when he said some- 
thing it carried real authority”. 

fotriguingty given the im- 
minent arrival of Arsenal, 
George Graham is the con- 


insists the change was forced 
on him by injury illness and out- 
going transfers. “The squad 
today is arguably not as good as 
when Arsenal beat us (l-0> in 
the semi-final because we’ve 
had to let a lot of people go. 


7 don't know how quickly Sir Jack thinks we can turn it round here. I 
think he realises that we have a mountain to climb' 


Lee characterises himself as 
“a thinker"; not for him the 
crockery-throwing histri^ 
some managers. He listens to 
tapes of Bfll Shankly and is 
fascinated by the process of 
subtle but constant evolution 
the great Scot instituted at Liv- 
erpool. Of those he served, the 


temporary Lee most admires, 
for his “disciplined approach 
and the way he motivates play- 
ers". He detects similar attrib- 
utes in John Gregory. 

Wolves- watchers view Lee’s 
switch from three at the back 
to a four as an attempt to im- 
pose his style on the team. He 


“We’ve lost Steve Froggatt, 
Dougie Freedman, Don Good- 
man, Robbie Slater and Steve 
Claridge since then, plus Steve 
Bull with a knee problem. But 
we've got great spirit and com- 
mitment If Arsenal play as 
well as they can, they'll get 
through, no doubt about it be- 


cause theyVe got better players. 
But it could be one of those days 
when it doesn’t quite happen for 
them. They migh t, come here 
not expecting such a hard 
game, knowing they've beaten 
us recently Then again, they got 
such a shock against Preston 
that I think that's unlikely.” 

Rather than go to Deepdale, 
Lee watched Wolves' reserves. 
He then passed up the chance 
to see Arsenal play Liverpool in 
order to assess Watford ahead 
of last weekend’s game at 
Molineux. Promotion, it seems, 
holds a higher priority than 
giant-killing glory. “Definitely" 
be says. “The Cup will come 
and go. The League goes on 
until the end." 

Wolves’ prospects on both 
fronts have received a timely 


boost with Lee’s first major 
signing, Haavard Flo. The Nor- 
wegian striker has the aerial 
power to provide an ideal foil for 
the ground-level wiles of Robbie 
Keane, the Irish prodigy reput- 
edly coveted by Ars&ne Wfengec 

Before paying Werder 
Bremen £700,000 for Flo, Lee 
could be judged only on his or- 
ganisational and tactical 
prowess. Perhaps now, with 
Sir Jack's purse strings loos- 
ened, he will fed less like a 
caretaker: 

“I’ve been so focused on the 
team and the need to get results 
that it hasn’t quite sunk in yet 
that Tm actually the manager 
of Waives," he reflects. Fbr Ar- 
senal's erstwhile teenage temp, 
Sunday should bring it home 
with a vengeance. 


reer. 

Collymore enjoyed a neb 
vein of form in the pre-Christ- 
mas period but his sendi n g-off 
against Liverpool and a subse- 
quent injury have cost him his 
place in the starling line-up. 

Tve scored twice in the last 
four games and even in the 
times when I’ve come on as a 
substitute I have made a dif- 
ference,” Collymore said. 
“Seven goals in nine full ap- 
pearances would be enough to | 
get into a lot of sides. I have 
looked at the statistics for the 
various partnerships and when 
Pve played with Dion Dublin he 
has scored goals and, when 
Pve played with Julian Joachim, 
so has he. 

“It’s down to the manager 
because he picks the team but 
it is very disappointing for me 
at the moment not to begetting 
into the side when I feel Tm 
playing well enough to warrant 
a place and to be influential It? s 
a case of having to deal with it 
Pve done no thing wrong and X 
can’t see what more I am ex-* 
peeled to do. V 

“The disappointing thing for 
me is that by being overlooked 
week in and week out means it 
k becoming more and more ob- 
vious that I am a peripheral fig- 
ure - and Pve never been that 
intwy career.' That is something 
if the situation goes on, that I 
will have to look at It is mak- 
ing me take a step back in the 

En g land re ckoning 

“Glenn Hoddle was at the 
Everton game on Monday but . 
it doesn’t matter if Pm sitting on 
tte bench.” 

Middlesbrough yesterday 
confirmed the career of their 
Italian striker Marco Branca is 
over. The former In- 
to mazionale player has made 
just one appearance as asub- 
stitute for the Teesside dub this 
season after damaging a knee 
in Aprillast year, and has been * " 
back in his own country battling 
for fitness since the summer. 
Boro admitted yesterday that 
he will not return to Premier- 


Compromise by Wilkinson FA Cup keeps replays 


HOWARD WILKINSON has ruled 
out 28 first-choice players from 
his plans for the forthcoming 
world under-20 tournament in 
Nigeria to ward off expected op- 
position from dubs. 

The Fbotball Association’s 
technical director held a meet- 
ing with the Premier League 
and the Fboffiall League last Fri- 
day before issuing a guarantee 
that any player involved regu- 
larly in firet-team football would 
not be picked. So out of the list 
of 66 eligible players drawn up 
Wilkinson almost half will not 
be selected for the mid-season 

tournament in April 

The squad has not yet been 
announced but the likes of 
Michael Owen, Gareth Barry. 


BY MARK BRADLEY 


Alan Smith, Jonathan Wood- 
gate, Jody Morris, Joe Cole and 
Wes Brown will now almost cer- 
tainly not have to miss vital end- 
of-season domestic games. 

Even though En g land will 
now be sending virtually a shad- 
ow 18-man squad, Wilkinson 
accepts that some managers 
may still object to the inclusion 
of certain players. 

But the former Leeds man- 
ager; who outlined his exclusion 
criteria as being “players in- 
volved with a first-team squad on 
a week to week basis", said yes- 
terday T have gone as far as I 
can and now we have to work 
through it I have a reasonable 


rapport with most managers. I 
think the solution is as ideal as 
it can be. It would have been an 
exercise in futility to start a war 
concerning the release of first- 
team players." 

Wilkinson said he had al- 
ready received backing for his 
policy from two Premiership 
managers, while another was 
actually in favour of one of his 
players going. 

Wilkinson accepts the de- 
mands on players are difficult, 
but also believes that the suc- 
cess of Eieron Dyer in the last 
tournament, in Malaysia, 
proves that those who are not 
household names can benefit 

Although Nigeria is a volatile 
country with a history of human 


rights abuses, there is no ques- 
tion of England unilaterally 
pulling out of a tournament 
which also involves the likes of 
Germany, the United States, 
Australia and Spain. 

“Along with the other Euro- 
pean countries and America, we 
have sought assurances from 
Fife (the sport’s world govern- 
ing body] as to any concerns we 
have and if these are given then 
we will go' Wilkinson said 

England’s standing in in- 
ternational football - and their 
chances of hosting the 2006 
World Cup - would certainly be 
hurt if they unilaterally pulled out 
from what is seen by WDkmsou 
as the second most prestigious 
international competition. 


THE FOOTBALL Association 
yesterday repeBed the latest as- 
sault on tiie integrity of FA 
Cup when it rejected a propos- 
al to dispense with replays, 
writes Glenn Moore. 

The suggestion followed 
next season's expansion of the 
Champions' League which 
could cause fixture congestion 
for clubs progressing in both 
competitions. 

But the Challenge Cup com- 
mittee decided the interests of 
less than a handful of teams 
should not be allowed to over- 
rule those of the 550-plus who 
enter the 127-year-old trophy. 

However, the anomaly cre- 
ated by this year's decision to 
complete the final on the day is 


to be continued The move was 
largely prompted by a possible 
fixture dash with tiie European 
Cup final even though it is a 
problem which could only occur 
if Manchester United reach 
the FA Cup final on May 22 and 
the European final on May 26. 

An FA spokesman stressed 
that this decision was also due 
to the sense of antidimax ex- 
perienced by fans attending the 
final at not seeing a result Crit- 
ics argue that the retention of a 
final replay would benefit fans 
since more genuine supporters 
are able to attend such games. 

The decision to retain re- 
plays for the rest of the com- 
petition was applauded by 
Bryon Butler, whose Official 


Illustrated History of the FA 
Cup was reissued yesterday in 
an updated edition. He said- “Tb 
have dispensed with replays 
would have damaged the fabric 
of the competition." 

The majority of dubs will 
also welcome the news. John 
HaDins, the manager of Swansea 
City who knocked West Ham out 
of this year's competition in a re- 
play last week, said: “It’s a fair 
decision. I think every team 
should get a chance to play at 
their own ground It gives dubs 
the chance to experience a night 
like we had at the Vetch last 
week. With such a prestigious 
competition it should be too 
much to ask to find space for re- 
plays.” 


TOMORROW 



He followed in his 
father's footsteps by 
playing for Sheffield 
Wednesday and his own 
son is an Owls 
supporter, but Gary 
Megson is hoping the 
home side will be 
knocked out of the 
FA Cup at Hillsborough 
on Saturday. Stockport 
County's manager 
talks to Guy Hodgson 


Negri wastes West Ham chance Pompey stave 


MARCO NEGRI may have ended 
his chances of joining West 
Ham in a move from Rangers, 
writes Alan Nixon. The Italian 
striker had a poor game against 
Third Division Barnet in a spe- 
cially arranged private match at 
the club's training ground yes- 
terday morning. 

Negri was starting for the first 
time this season after his trou- 
bles at Rangers, but the West 
Ham manager, Harry Red- 
knapp, was unimpressed fay his 
contribution. Negri was hardly 
in the game and his touch was 
rusty, to the dismay of manag- 
er and prospective team-mates. 

Retflmapp will now onty con- 
sider taking Negri on loan as he 
does not want to pay the asking 
fee for him that Rangers want 
The West Ham manager is still 
working on a deal for the 
Cameroon midfielder Marc- 
Vhrien Foe and is trying to 


arrange a fee with his French 
club. Lens. He is likely to be 
cheered that a move for Liver- 
pool's right-back Rob Jones is 
also close, although Liverpool 
want more than the £200,000 
they have been offered. 

Rangers and Arsenal are 
also interested in Jones, but the 
Hammers are the only dub to 
have spoken to him so far and 
offer lucrative terms. 

Redknapp has ruled out mak- 
ing an offer far the Elnglaiid mid- 
fielder Robert Lee because he 
refuses to pay £2m tea 32-year 
old. “Don’t get me wrong. I am 
a big fan of Robert Lee." Red- 
knapp said. “But Newcastle 
want money for Robert and he 
is 32, so it is not realty on at£2m." 

Newcastle United are re- 
maining tight-lipped over re- 
ports that they have made a 
£4m bid to bring the 24-year-old 
Internationale and Nigeria 


midfielder Thribo West to St 
James' Park. The club's chair- 
man, Freddy Shepherd, and 
their chief executive, Freddie 
Fletchec were out of the coun- 
try yesterday as speculation 
mounted over a move. 

Newcastle's m a n a g er Ruud 
Gullit, who had eight years as 
a player in Itaty with Inter's 
neighbours, Milan, and Sam- 
pdoria before moving to 
Chelsea, still has good con- 
tacts in the country and was on 
the verge of completing a £5m 
deal to sign West’s team-mate 
Ibrahim Ba before a medical 
revealed a problem. But the 
Dutchman has repeatedly 
maintained that his dealings 
on the transfer market will 
remain secret until the deal is 
done. 

The Premier League has 
dismissed suggestions that top 
European Leagues were pre- 


venting the emergence of 
young domestic talent 

The Italian coach, Dino Zoffi, 
urged SerieA clubs to stop the 
import of foreign players be- 
cause it was stopping young 
Italian players coining through 
(he ranks. But Premier League 
spokesman Mike Lee insisted 
that the English top flight has 
got the balance between foreign 
imports and young domestic 
talent right 

“You always want to attract 
the best and the transfer mar- 
ket now for top dubs is a glob- 
al one they are operating in,” 
Lee said. “Clubs always want 
to buy the best that is available 
but they must work hard to 
make sure the young players 
are very much a part of their 
future. Overall, we certainly 
think the balance in the Pre- 
mier League Is a fairly good 


off bankruptcy 


one. 


PORTSMOUTH MAY be strug- 
gling, but they live to fight an- 
other day after avoiding a 
winding-up order yesterday. 

A construction firm which 
built a stand at the club's 
ground was paid a long-stand- 
ing debt owed by Pompey's 
holding company. Try Build, 
the specialist and maintenance 
division of Tty Group PLC, re- 
ceived £430.000 at the Compa- 
nies Court Division of the High 
Court, which finally ended the 
dispute that had been ongoing 
since May of last yean The 
4^00 seat stand was finished by 
the Uxbridge-based firm in Oc- 
tober J997. 

Richard Barradough, the 
Tty Group company secretary, 
revealed a settlement was 


reached late on Tuesday night. 
As a result. Tty Bund withdrew 
its winding-up petition against 
Blue Star Garages, parent com- 
pany of Portsmouth Football 
Club, which was the guarantor 
for the payment The petition 
had originally been for£435,000. 

The Football Association of 
Ireland yesterday announced 
plans to build a 45,000 capaci- 
ty international stadium in 
south-west Dublin. It is esti- 
mated the stadium will cost 
£57,000 to build. 

The stadium, which will be 
called The Arena, will have a re- 
movable, natural grass pitch 
and a retractable roof to ac- 
commodate sporting as well as 
cultural events, indoor and out- 
door according to the FAI. 


ship football 

John Hartson bas vowed ti 
return to his aggressive oh 
ways in a bid to recapture hi 
best form. The £7.5m striker fa 
hoping that his move to Wim 
bledon to will put his care® 
back on track after a poor first 
half to this season. 

Hartson believes a get-tougt 
policy is the right way for him 
to re-establish himself as one cd 
the best frontmen in the Pre- 
miership. 

“Now Tm at Wimbledon, ] 
want to get back to my best, 
putting myself about,” the 23- 
year-old former West Ham 
striker said. “3 think that in the 
past when I was getting booked 
a lot and I was flying around, 
that was when I was playing at 
my best When I haven't been 
putting myself about I haven't 
been at my best because Tm not 
the same player. Aggression is 
a big part of my game and Tm 

not going to lose that" 

Wales wm, after all, have 

the chance to play Denmark in 
Cardiff. The last obstacle has 
been removed to Wales’ desire 
to switch the European C hamp , 
lonship match with the Danes 
on g June from Anfield to Nin- 
ian Park. 

The Danish Fbotball Asso- 
ciation has confirmed that it is 
yeiy unlikely to raise any ob- 
jections to the change. Stjarne 
Hansen, the Danish FA’s gen- 
eral secretary said: “If Wales 
want to play the match in 
wales, there’s not much we 
^ do to stop them.” 

^ pri2e for 

^ awarded jointly 

to the national associations of 

the joint-award waf 

Fife Fair Play prfae for 
land ? Won b y Eng- 


Panted atagalaev^* 
Barcelona on l February 
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at Sj Board batters 
England with 
another crisis 



- — * ST PU1! c ‘^ V- 

ANOTHER threat, another 
crisis, another opportunity for 
r . “ >e;Jk' u ^ f'e.Jdnd of Fciwlty-esque coefc- 
.. . ■'~ c a a . * .^. (1 has established big-tune 

'■ !' hi-. . J rugby as the sporting equiva- 

leQt Qf BiU ^ Monica 

f show: all mouth, no trousers. 

iy :: ‘ - ■■' jixui 3 *J* ly oceans of scandaL Having been 
s '~~ ; 'in. £1^ . briefly kicked out of the Five Na- 
‘ • -v.'.r. : 0 1 - sf dons’ Championship for ignor- 

: v‘ ; 1 % 1| ing one of the ultimatums 
'f ■ - '.u- -V ; r “'^ipL recently issued from the Duhlin 
: “rs- ''“Pajjv headquarters of the world 
' '*** ***«£; game, poor old En$and have 
1 .■ - r ' until tea-time today to meet a 

second, potentially more seri- 
r . , a ^' r ln ■° e Pr?{L i ous deadline. 

The International Board, 
that merry band of muddle- 
l ... .. 7 ,, .T; headed bunglers who let the 

. • •'-■= demons of professionalism out 

- of the boot in 1995 and have spent 

• • . / ft** »' the past three and a half years 

! v * trying to force them bade in, are 




awaiting the Rngby Football 
Union's response to the guilty 
n t. verdict passed upon them ear- 
• * Her this month. Twickenham 

- . .• :,rj 3^; jonvicted, for want of a bet- 

' *.r.T ■ : ■ tei'lvord, of reneging on its 

,-^r*' pledge to show unconditional 
•v - I vy support lor thelB's fight against 

: •- 'if*- Errand’s Premiership dubs, 

- * who are seeking to establish a 

raft of commercial rights under 
. v . European competition law. 

^ Under the IB’s peculiarly 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris Hewett 

convoluted approach to ju- 
risprudence, the RFU has been 
asked to suggest its own pun- 
ishment The board’s discipli- 
nary committee win consider 
any Twickenham response 
before deciding on a sanction, 
which is certain to be fi nancial 
because it would be tantamount 
to suicide to expel the English 
national team, the biggest 
money-spinner in the game, 
from Test competition within 
nine months of a World Cup. 
What happens then is anyone's 
guess; the RFU, fed up to the 
back teeth of being kicked 
around by everyone else, may 
well refuse to pay up and head 
for the courts instead. 

Thlking of which, Bristol have 
threatened to take dvil action 
against the RFU - yes. them 
again - if arty attempt is made 
to obstruct the West Country 
dub's takeover of London Scot- 
tish. "The union could say no to 
the proposal, but then they 
could be landing themselves in 
a legal wangle.” warned Mal- 
colm Pearce, Bristol's million- 
aire finandec who hatched the 
buy-out idea as a means of dr- 


i ~i 


Bristol retain Dwyer 


-~v B ob DWYER will shortly sign an 

extension to his contract with 

- ' : *-v. Bristol, the Allied Dunbar 

' :j - Premiership T\vo leaders, that 

' £: u M stje him remain as director 

» i $£by until the end of the 
'V^'rc.-200l-t)2 season. 

DwyerwiU be responsible for 

— tte new enlarged squad of play- 
- --.tr- ers when Bristol’s buy-out of 

- - “ ^ London Scottish is completed 

. at the end ofthe season. He was 

T . ■ ~j-_ director of rugby at Leicester 
• ->.• Tigers before losing his job 
: along with his assistant, Duncan 

■■ %:j: Hall, last Ffebruaiy. 


Ulster have been allocated 
28,000 tickets out of the 49,000 
available for the European 
Rugby Cup final match with 
Colomiers at Lansdowne Road 
on Saturday week Ulster were 
originally given a 20,000 ticket al- 
location but that was increased 
because the Irish Rugby Fbot- 
ball Union has been inundated 
with ticket applications. 

The 49,000 crowd will be the 
biggest for a European Cup 
final, beating the 36,500 which 
watched Bath beat Brive at 
Bordeaux last year. 


cumventing any move by the 
Premiership One dubs to leave 
his side in the wilderness next 
season. "If the RFU agree with 
any wacky scheme that ex- 
dudes us, they will have a thun- 
dering great legal battle on 
their hands. They are not too 
good at those at the moment, so 
I may even eryqy it" 

Solicitors representing both 
clubs met yesterday to finalise 
the London Scottish asking 
price and iron out the small 
prinL Meanwhile, Twickenham 
officials were still waiting for 
details of the takeover. “We 
can't come to a view about this 
until we have received the 
proper documentation,” said a 
spokesman. "As yet, we've re- 
ceived nothing at all. The dubs 
have until Friday to come up 
with the information we need, 
after which the issue will be 
property considered." 

One deal that appears to have 
no future at all is a ground-share 
arrangement between Bristol 
and Bath, which was floated by 
Nick de Scossa, the Bristol chief 
executive, earlier this week. 
“There has been no serious dis- 
cussion about sharing and we 
are not party to conjecture and 
speculation," said Bob Calieja, 
Bath's general manager last 
night Even so, Bath's tong-term 
future at the Recreation Ground, 
their aty centre site for more 
than a century, is anything but 
secure. Club officials meet local 
councillors tomorrow in a re- 
newed effort to^ win dvic support 
fora radical overhaul of facilities 
at the Ree and another break- 
down in talks will leave them 
searching for alternative ac- 
commodation. 

South Africa, the reigning 
world champions, yesterday 
suffered a personnel setback 
when Andrew Aitken, one of the 
most intelligent footballers of 
his generation, decided to retire 
at 30 to concentrate on a career 
in commerce. 
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Britain’s Colin McRae (right) and his co-driver, Nicky Grist, celebrate after finishing third in the Monte Carlo Rally yesterday AP 

McRae delivers tonic to Ford 


COLIN McRAE produced a 
tremendous finish to claim 
third-place in the Monte Carlo 
Rally yesterday. 

The Scot scored a podium 
finish well ahead of schedule in 
his first outing in the Ford 
Focus, but his celebrations 
could prove to be short-lived He 
has been racing under appeal 
after his car's water pump was 
deemed illegal hours before 
the start of the race. 

McRae will lose the four 
points he collected while dur- 
ing the race if FTA, the sport’s 
world governing body, rule the 
part is illegal at a hearing next 
month. If that is the case, he 
could miss the next two rallies 
while the pump is replaced 


RALLYIN G 


by Ian Gordon 
in Monte Carlo 


“HI be the victim if they 
take the points away from me 
but 1 don't think it will come to 
that,” McRae said “I am sure 
they will get it sorted out in a 
reasonable way. 

“It is all very technical and 
political, and at the end of the 
day it is Ford's mistake, but it 
doesn’t give the car a perfor- 
mance advantage - it’s just a 
water pump.'* 

McRae, who equalled his 
highest placing in the event, 
added: "Never in my wildest 
dreams could I have imagined 


we’d be third in the first rally. 
This really is a tremendous 
result for the whole team 

“We weren’t bluffing anyone 
beforehand Even after our 
final test in Monte Carlo I didn’t 
feel very confident about our 
chances, but part of that was 
me having to get used to a 
whole new can 

“The next rally is in Sweden, 
where you have to give it 100 
per cent so we will learn a lot 
more about the car there. 
That’s going to be hard, but 
then comes Kenya, where I 
think we can challenge strong- 
ly again.*’ 

Even if the appeal does go 
against than - and Ford insist 
the pump is legal - McRae has 


immedia tely de m onstra ted the 
potential of the Focus, which 
many predicted would not win 
a point until mid-season. 

McRae finished 3 min I6see 
behind the Mitsubishi of the de- 
fending world champion, 
Tommi Makinen of Finland, 
with another Finn, Juha 
Kankkunen, 1:44 behind in sec- 
ond place. But the Scot docked 
four fastest times on the special 
stages as he showed why Ford 
paid a reported fiimillion to lure 
him from Subaru. 

He was briefly in trouble on 
the opening stage, which he 
started in fourth overall, when 
the car developed drive-shaft 
trouble, losing him over a minute 
before the problem was fixed. 


But McRae established a 
20-second cushion on the next 
stage, which he protected on 
the two timed sections in the 
mountains above Monte Carlo. 

Oxford's Richard Bums, in a 
Subaru, finished ninth - nearly 
nine-an d-a-half-minutes behind 
his former team-mate Makinen. 

This year’s title looks des- 
tined to head Makinen's way 
for a fourth consecutive time, 
as he claim ed his team's fifth 
win in a row, four of them 
through h»m- 

“Ifs about time a Finn won 
in Monte Carlo," he said, end- 
ing a 13-year drought for his 
country. "It’s a great feeling, es- 
pecially as the conditions were 
the worst I've known." 


Schulz confident of landing Tyson fight 


‘...T WHETHER Mite Tyson’s next 
."‘ring opponent is Axel Schulz 
/ ..will be decided on Monday at 
~ 'the latest, the German fighter’s 
‘ - promoter said yesterday. 

1 ■ Showtime Ray-TV will need 
'77 a ti&ftton by then if the fight is 
- 7 to be staged as expected in Las 
^ 7 Vegas on 24 April, according to 
— WOfried Saueriand, who added 
-■-"-that a deal could be struck 
today when representatives of 
the Tyson and Schulz camps 
r 'meet in New \brk. 

; r Although the blonde Ger- 
-r man, the loser of three title 


BOXING 


fights, has been the leading can- 
didate mentioned for Tyson’s 
next outing, other names are 
also still under consideration 
like Vaughn Bean and Lou 
Savarese. But Schulz himself is 
convinced the fight is a done 
deal He is also confident about 
his chances after watching 
Tyson struggle to shake off 
ring-rust in his victory over 
Franqois Botha on Saturday. 

“That’s not the old Tyson. 
This fight will be a big step 


forward for me -Tm expecting 
that 111 win against Tyson,” 
Schulz said on German TV 
A press release from Sauer- 
land's promotion company also 
suggested that Tyson’s camp 
was having second thoughts 
about Schulz as an opponent 
after the Botha fight Appar- 
ently the 3D-year-old German, 
with a record of 24 wins and four 
defeats in 29 fights including 
controversial title losses to 
both Botha and George Fore- 
man, may now be regarded as 
too tough an opponent Tyson’s 


camp had demanded more 
tapes of Schulz to study the pro- 
moter said. Schulz would earn 
atieasta$2m [£i .2m] purse for 
the fight, his promoters said, 
with both sides close to agree- 
ing on the exact amount 

A world title shot is the 
target for the British, Com- 
monwealth and European ban- 
tamweight champion, Paul 
Lloyd, who has teamed up with 
the promoter Frank Warren. 

Lloyd has been in impressive 
form recently, defeating the 
Frenchman Luigi Mancini for 


the vacant European title last 
month. In September he de- 
fended his British and Com- 
monwealth belts against 
Scotland's Drew Docherty. 

Warren hailed LloytTs sig- 
nature, saying: Tm delighted 
to have Paul on our books and 
will be looking at world title op- 
portunities in the near future. 
Paul is a class act who has 
shown great determination to 
bounce back from his world title 
defeat last year He definitely 
deserves a second chance 
when the time is right’’ 


Els looking ‘unbeatable’ 


THE HONEYMOON is likely to 
continue for newly-married 
Ernie Els as he seeks to 
become the first player in more 
than 20 years to defend his 
South African Open title when 
the tournament begins today in 
Stellenbosch. 

Still flushed from ^inrhing 
his third Alfred Dunhill PGA 
title by a comfortable four shots 
last week, the “Big Easy”, as 
Els is known for his easy-going 
nature, is the overwhelming 
favourite to mate it two in a row 
this weekend. 


GOLF 


While rivals sweated their 
way round the par-71 course 
yesterday, Els opted for a day 
on the beach. He is relaxed and 
confident, said his coach, 
Robert Baker, who reckons 
that on his current form the 
world No 5 looks unbeatable. 
Among the leading players 
attempting to bring Els’ run of 
form to an end are Germany’s 
Bernhard Langeq Ian Wbos- 
nam and Nick Faldo, who 
missed the cut at Houghton last 


week and is keen to start col- 
lecting Ryder Cup points. 

Laura Davies had a roller- 
coaster start to the season last 
week but is full of confidence 
ahead of today’s Naples LPGA 
Memorial in Florida. The for- 
mer world No l bounced back 
from an opening 79 to shoot a 
course record 65 and finish in- 
side the top 30 in the Health- 
south Inaugural in Orlando. 

Among the full -strength field 
will be worid No 1 Azmika Soren- 
stam, making her final appear- 
ance before a six-week break. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


'- r ' BOWLS 

WORLD SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 
>{HopCoo-(Mv5ea, Morfofel TMrd nsuiui: 
* , McMahon fAuiJ bt J Price flfel) 3-7 7-6 
. - '2-7 7.5 7-3: R Vteale (WM tx J Gtwnsiad* 
•;IWal) 3-7 7-5 7-fi 7-5: D Gou flay fSca) 
~ Ac N Kennedy (Hiq 7-5 7-A 7-2; J Ross 
• ; f--(Irf) be I Taylor (Aus) 7-0 5-7 7-0 7-2. 

BOXING 

. ' PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION {Ip- 
- - natch Com Exchange): 12-rd British 
wiw iB lfl dliwItl ii num HuMp P 

•• -■ "Stale (Bury St Edmunds) bi W Quinn (Tra- 

fnenc] rsf 3/d. 8-rel middleweight: D Aslv- 
..ton (Sroke} bt A Houldey (WSdnesbury) 

. -j-nis SJd c nteemwJ gWt M WTMams 


Pancras) bt E Ling (Nonnrfeh) rsf 
- _ IBmMi UH glib W Asker (Bury Si 
j :Edmunds) bt D Badste (Bailam) pts. 

FOOTBALL 

7 JWTURE AITHWTIOBIS: FA Cup tMiTl- 
.. round replay: Saturday 23 January: 

- Notts County v Sheffield Ucd ftwst- 
: ooned yesterday, winners ot name to 
Cardiff City on Wednesday 27 January). 
. Auto Mndscreus Shield Northern 
Section second nwad: lliesd&y 26 Ja»- 
nary: Rochdale v Stake. So u t h ern Set- 
" -Moo quarter-final: Tuesday 2 
./ February: Bournemouth v Mill wall. Na- 
7 tiomtide FootbaB League Second Df- 
ulslmu Saturday 23 January: 
. .. . Postponed: Notts County vMacdesfieW. 

' , -Sunday 28 March: Burnley v Maccles- 
. _ . ' field (from 27 March). Third Division: 
7 . Tuesday 2G January: Postponed: 
■"Rodiertwfn v Cardiff. 

... SUSPENSIONS: Premier League: 
Sendings-off: D Byffekf {Aston VDIa) 


YESTERDAY 

. » CUP ThW raend reptar Bntipooad: 

. Notts County v SheffleH Ufa (Waterlogged 
■ Ditch; de ro be played Saturday: winners 
Dome to Cardin or Wednesday). 

ramoirs Scottish cup Second 

round replay. Postponed: Oacbnacud- 
in v Queen’s Park (Waterlogged pitch; tie 
.to be played Saturday). 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE Third DMSkuK 
-Postponed: Dumbarton * Berwick 
Angers (Waterlogged pkdi). 

‘A UJUBRO TROPHV Third rottnd: 
^SpcnwfcRadcWfH Rrra^vM»TlTwttT. 
‘W^fiLEJIGUE Hm Dhfalo® F**- 
** West Bro/nv Burnley- Second M- 
dttotc Newcasde 0 Bradford Gty 2. 

: Lincoln v Shrewsbury Third 


. Bury 3 Rochdale 1; Hull 1 

►hesterfieM 3. postponed; Wigan v 
Chester. 

AVON INSUItaiiCECOMBBUmON. Rrst 
DWNon: Bournemouth 0 Wycombe 0; 
Puritan Athletic 2 Northampton 3. Fuse- 
geea d. BfentJord v MUWtall; Tottenham t 

Cambridge. 

‘foUJAN LEAGUE: Venezia 3 (Vacnfina 53, 
■few) 76. B5I Empofi 2 (Di Napoli pen 
17. pen 37). 


3 matches from 20 Jan; J Greening [Man- 
chester UtdK S Clemeace (Tbttenham) 
both 1 match from 20 Jan; T Sherwood 
(Blackburn) 2 matches From 23 Jan. Five 
can riwne: A Smith [Leeds UrdJ I match 
from 20 Jan: D MUb (Charlton). A 
Nielsen [Tot ten ham J, M Keoum (Arse- 
nal). A Ferrer (Chelsea). P Babb (Liv- 
erpool). S Cbectle (Nottingham Forest) 
all 1 match From 23 Jan. EJghc cwdoos: 

0 EUcourt ( Ever r on). L Bowyer (Leeds 
Utd). A Haalaod (Leeds Ucd) all I 
match from 23 Jan. Eleven cautions: 
None. Football League: Sendlngs- 

- ' sr (Brentford) I match from 
*ted_(Brentfard) 3 
es from 20 Jam M Tinkler (Vbrk) 2 march- 
es From 23 Jan: B Borrows (Swindon). 
K Rwao (Wycombe). T Richards (Ley- 
ton Orient) all l match From 23 Jan; P 
tiny (Luzon) 3 matches from 23 Jan. fhe 
ranriom: M O’Connor (Birmingham). G 
Brabln (Hull). S Fbsgcntkf (Mllwall). 
P Devlin IShefReW Utd). S Derry 
(Sheffield Utd), Ml Robinson (Swin- 
don). S Murpby [West Bromwich). S 
Leorti (Bristol Rover*), P McLaren (Lu- 
ton), 5 Hitch In (Macclesfield) all i 

match From 23 Jan; D HoMen (Bolton) 

1 match fiord 27 Jan. Eight cautions: 
M Barron (Hartlepool). G Tdlon (Mans- 
field). P ReW (Oldham), R Preece 
(Shrewsbury). C Scott (Burnley). A 
Rammed (W&isall). J Cousins (Wycombe) 
all I match from 23 Jan: DHMafe(QPR) 


1 match from 2G Jan. 1 
S Howar d (Hartlepool) - bctig dealt with 
by an FA Commission today In Manchester. 
Any suspension will commence 23 Jan. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Ibmpa Bay 2 Buffalo 1: Ottawa 2 
W Rangers V. NashvUlt <t Vancouver V. 
Calgary 3 Detroit 1: Phoenbi a St Louts 
2: Colorado 5 Los Angeles 4. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


TUESDAY'S 
LATE RESULTS 

n CUP Th ir d- ro und rapbnp Barnsley 3 
Swindon \ tBorafey or hone to Boome* 
mouth). Nationwide Football Leagna i%at 
DMtioK BradRWl Oy 2 Crystal Mata ) . Ado 
WMmwti Shield War t l w ni section 
sacoud rotuufc Hardepoo' 2 Preston 2 (oec 
Ha deport win 4-3 on penalties); Scunttror- 
pe I cSrfete T (oec Carlisle im 4-3 on peas); 
Wigan 3 Scarborough 0. Poutnosed: 
Rochdale v Stoke. Qaerwndbsd: VhoOiam 
3 ChesierfieM 7. Southern Section Ouar- 
tar-finalc Brentford 0 WtisaB O (oec RtaL 
soff mi 4-3 on pens). Cambridge UrsJ l Beter 
» (per. Cartridge UtdwmM an pens) Nu> 
pooed: Boumemoutii v MHwull. ScorthJi 
Laugae Brat DWskm: Airdrie 0 Merton 2. 
PbKponad: Oydebank v Ayr Second Hti- 
sfou: Arbroath 2 Forfar 2 FA Umbra Tho- 
pby DM round' Kirigstonlan S Kettering 
2; Whitby 2 Frickley 1. Ponponod: Alpin- 
tham v BwwnAJbtoo; Ayteniry v Newport 
(loW); Cohm Bay v Hednesford; Hastings v 
St Albans Oty. Hawnr b Wfaterioovttle v 
Wbrtester Oty TNrttroowl replaye: Guise- 
ley 3 OttHe* 3. ItaBtpnmd: Famborough v 
Dagenham 6 Redbridge. IA Cartsberj las* 
Fourth roaad: Post po ned: Sudbury Wbn- 
deners v Gar forth "fawn (de to be played 
tonightl. UntBond League Cup Third 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 
UTTLEW0OD5: Deble chasce: 23 pcs 

£43,747.10; 22 L32 5. 8S: 21 £26.90:20 
£6J>5. Huff -time: 24 ms £100.000 00 
9.1 S. Mm booms £1.00. 


iE19. 

Ft" sways El. 25. 

ZBTTERS: Preble chance: 24pts 
£29.676.90; 23 £166.65; 22 £9.70:21 
E1.20. Four away* E0.60. Eight homes 
£0 60. Foot drains £8.00. Emy she £3 .25 
AH Craws treble Chance: 2 Arts EB1.65: 
23 £1 .00. Lucky oombnre 6 35 10 M 19 

BRITTENS: Preble chance: 23 pcs 

£1.361.00: 22 E&.80: 21 £0.75. Poor 
draws E9.60. Five aw ays £0.50. EJghc 
• £0.60. 


RALLYING 

MONTE CARLO RALLY Final posi- 
tions (after 14 timed special etagesl: 

1 T Makinen (Fin) Mitsubishi Lancer 5nr 
1 6min SO.fisec 2 J Kankkunen |Fm) Sub- 
aru Jmpreza 5:18.35.3: 3 C McRae (GB) 
Ford Focus 5:20.07.4, 4 D Aurtol (FT) tay- 
ota Corolla 5:20.43.4; 5 F Delecour tfr) 
Ford Escort 5:20.51 -B. s r Bums (GB) 
Subaru Impreza 5:26.15.2. World Rally 
Championship standings: Drivers’ 
Championship: 1 Makinen lOpts: 2 
Kankkunen 6: 3 McRae 4; 4 Auric* 3: 5 
Delecour 2: S B Thfry (Bel) Subaru 1 . Mao- 
nf j e mr era' Ovampiooship: 1 Mitsubisni 
lOpts: 2 Subaru 6: 3 Ford 4: 4* Toyota. 
SEAT 3. 

SAILING 

A disappointing eighth in the quar- 
ter-finals of die Soling World Match 
Racing Championship In Melbourne 
by Andy Beadsworth and his crew 
Richard Sydenham and Barry Parkin 
means that Britain has still not qual- 


roued: Burscougn 0 Halford 0; Wltun Al 
bion 1 Sitiybrfdge 1. FWtponeft Byth S|»- 

tans v Gainsborough PWty. Ryman ■ — “ 

ffcst W 

Yeatflng. Second 
Northwood v 

dried 


PMtpoaed: 
« Cnp 

uhu ■ — ■■■. uiojnuge v Har- 

row Borough. Pnu» Cup second round: AB 
matches postponed. MttndaiielProphy tidid 
rocmd: wiwShoe 4 BafWng l . Fmraocwb 
Hertford v IMndsor fir Eton. Dr Martens 
Leagae Cop aecoad round replay: Kodv 
wefl t Grantham 0 Thlnf round: AJfmoftA- 
e> postponed. Nortb Western Pate League 
First hMriutr Salford 3 Bootle 1. Hnod- 
Ht Trophy first muxl second leg: Post- 
poo«fcAii«xtflnCoBleriesvWarrlnEpn.7Mnl 
round: Fleetwood Freeport 1 Kldsaov> 4. 


third rand: Qfeett lawn 3 Ha Horn ?; Selby 
3 Auuefiaa 0. Jewrcn I lia ns— League: 
Postponed: fciton v Fareham. . 1— 
Eascern La—oe Prouder DMdau: New- 
(nartect 5 wwboys 1. Arantt tewaam 
Nurtiwim First DMtioK Moqjetn 0 Seabam 
Red Star 0. The Tta—SITbuth Cup Fourth 
■Mod: Uuerpoot I Wimbledon it Chariton 

0 Crystal Fblace 2. AwdnsLat 

DMteMi Derby 3 Man Utd 2. . . 

Brerton v Noctm Forest Hrst 

Coventry Oly 2 OWh** ArtMerw 0; Shetf Wed 
3 Grimeby l. Arne tasuraoee CewMmtiwi 
Fht DMstoee Wesr Ham 2 Brighten 0. 


ified In the three-man keel boat for 
the Olympic Games next year. 

SNOOKER 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Blackpool) Ninth qufaDfytng retrod: M 

Holt (Eng) bt M Wilson (Eng) 10-7; D 
Mciellan (Sco) bt C Roper (Eng) 10-7: K 
Helgason (Ice) br 5 Bedford (Eng) 10-d: 
B Pinches (Eng) btJ Weston (Eng) 10-6; 
S Bingham (Eng) bt A Burnett (Sol) 10- 
6. P Wallace (Nlri) bt G Thomson (Sco) 
10-8: P McPhlllips (Sco) bt G Dunn (Sco) 
10-9: S McGuire (Sco) bt M Fenton [Walj 
10-9: L Fernandez (Eng) bt N Robertson 
(NZ) 10-5: N Gilbert (Eng) bt E Barker 
(Eng) 10-9: M Johns ton-Afien (Eng) bt A 
Bolsover (Eng) 10-5: N Dyson (Eng) bt O 
King (Eng) 10-9; R Hull (Fin) bt S Mur- 
phy (Irij 10-4: B Haneveer (Bel) bt A Rosa 
(Eng) 10-3: C GUtreest (Iri) bt E Manning 
(Eng) 10-4. 

SUMO 

NEW YEAR GRAND TOURNAMENT 
Itch day (of 15): Dewaarashi 
lost 6. absent from three rounds) 



nonada (6-5). KyoKushuzan 16-5) btOgln- 
BWkJ (5 h 5): Higoiwuml [7-4ibt Wakanojo 
(5-6): Gojoro (6-51 bt ferao (5-6): 
Klnftaiyama (2-9) bt Tbchlnowaka (4-7); 
Aoghama (3-B1 bt Kalho (5-6): Akinoshi- 
ma (8-3) bt Shlklstuma (6-5): tosanoumi 
(4-7) bt Tamakasuga (3-8): Kalo (5-6) bt 
lbkatorlkl (5-6): Detiiru (6-5) bt Koton- 


IsriW (4-7); Tbchlazunu 


btMusoyama 


g -4): MmatofuH (4-7) bt Kotonowafca 
-5): Takanonaml (5-fi)btWd (5-6): Ovy- 
ocailtai (10-1) bt Musashimaru (5-6): 
Waka notuna fl 7-0) bt Kecoryu (5-6): 
Taka noha na (7-4) bt TbkJtsuuml (3-8). 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 

HI UMBRO TROPHY Third round: CoJ- 
wyn Bay v HMnesfOrd (7,451. 

FA CARLSBERG VASE Fourth nMUtl: 
Sudbury wanderers v Sarrorrti (7.45). 
HYMAN LEAGUE UandaMl Trophy 
third round: Abingdon ibwn v Egham. 
Bans read v Epsom tt Ewell. 

PONT1NS LEAGUE Second Mwbloo: 
Sheffield Utd v NattaCcmty (2.0). Leugwe 
Cap Group Hue: Oldham v Stoke (7.0). 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
nwr DMtiOK Crystal ftbee v GHn^om. 

ICE HOCKEY 
SEK0NDA SUPECOEAGU& SheHleW 
Sieeters v Bracknell Bees (7.30). 

OTHER SPORTS 
BOWLS: World Indoor Singles Oianp- 
ianship (at Patters leiSuitliesan. Hopton- 
on-Sea. Norfolk). 

SNOOKER: Qualifying for Regal Scottish. 

Open, Worid (at Nor - 

brt& Cosde Hold Blackpool). NaUonsCup 
(or Teteml Areno. Wewcosuc). 


slngles,i 

bt A Huber (Ge/1 6-7 6-3 7-5: 

tn 5 Nooriander 


TENNIS 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (Melbourne) 
Men's tingles, second round: K KUCERA 
(Slovak) bt D Sanguine cd (It) 7-5 6-1 6-4: 
M Rosser (Stvlr) bt J Knippschlld (Get) 6- 
7 7-6 6-1 6-3; J lanmgo (US) bt P Haanwis 
(Neth) 6-1 3-6 4-6 6-4 6-0; A Hie (Aus| 
btJ Golmard IFT) 4-6 7-6 6-4 6-4. MTilh 
strum (Swe) be J Qmefcsrob (US) 6-3 6-4 
6-1; W Ferreira (SA) btOVacek (Cr Rep) 

6- 4 2-6 6-3 6-1; T HENMAN (GB) be 4 
Stolle (Aus) 4-6 7-5 4-6 6-1 6-4: T En- 
cprtst (Swe) bt B Black (Zim) 7-6 7-6 6-0: 
B UTihrach (Cz Rep) bt A Oierkasov (Rusj 

7- 6 4-6 6-7 6-4 6-4: R KRAJICEK (Neth) 
bt M Zatwleta (Arg) 6-3 6-2 7-5: M Safin 
(Rus) bt G Kuerten (Bra) 6-3 5-7 4-6 6-3 
6-4: C Ruud (Nor) bt A CORRETJA (Sp) 
3-6 6-3 6-4 &-4;NLapentti(6c)btM Nor- 
man (Swe) 7-6 3-6 2-6 6-3 6-4: M PHflJP- 
POU5SS (Aus) bt M Chang (US) 7-6 2-6 

6- 3 5-7 7-5: J Krwlak (Stowk) bt M Puer- 
ta lAra) 3-6 4-6 7-6 6-4 6-1; P RAFTER 
(Aus) bt M Wbodtarde (Aus) 6-2 6-4 6-4. 

‘ ' S Plis- 

ctike (Aut) I 
D VAN ROOST (Bel) 

(Neth) 7-6 6-0: M Drake (Can) be R Mc- 
quillan (Aus) 7-6 4-6 6-2; E Lott (Fr) bt 
A Smashrtowa (Isr) 1 -6 6-2 6-2: M Anto- 
rda Sanchez Lorenzo (So) bt J Caprvati (U5) 

7- 6 6-2: L DAVENPORT (US) bt f Labat 
(Arg) 6-2 6-1: J NOVOTNA [Cz Rep) bt H 
Nagyova (Slovak) 6-4 2-6 6-3: C MAR- 
TINEZ fSp) bt A foppner (US) 6-0 6-4: N 
Pratt (Aus| bt S Smith (GB) 6-4 6-4; C 
Rubui (US) bt E Mbgner (Ger) 4-6 7-6 6-2; 
K Habsudoua (Slovak) bt L Ghirard! (Fr) 
6-7 6-4 6-3: A Maunsmo (Fr) bt P 5CHNY- 
DER (Swlt) 6-7 6-4 6-3: N ZVEREVA (Bela) 
br M Tu (US) 6-3 7-5: J Nejedly (Can) bt 
C Criscea (Rom) 5-7 6-3 6-1: R Dragomir 
(Rom) bt J CM (US) 6-1 6-2; V WILLIAMS 
(US) bt A Carisson (Swe) 6-2 6-1. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

2 

The number of 
koles-in-one on 
consecutive holes 
(94 and 167 yards 
respectively) 
achieved by 11- 
| year-old Greg Peters 
at Seedy MUl Golf 
Club in Lichfield. 


Men’s doubles, Rrst round: D ADAMS 
and J LAFHNJE DE JAGER (SA) bt B Tal- 
bot (SA) ondS Dosedel (Cz Rep) 6-3 6-4; 
S Draper and L Hewitt (Aus) bt M Hood 
and S Prieto 


Novak 


and D Rfkl iCz Rep) bt B Coupe and G 
Grant (US) 6-1 4-6 6-4: Y KAFELNW 


ukov 


(Rus) and D VACEK (Ci^^tK S Groen 


eth) and J Coeoee ( 


1 2-6 6-3: E 


i) and A Martin (Sp) 6-3 6-4: 
perinfc (Neth) be G 
lun| 6-/6-2 11 -9: 


IRA (SA) and fira (US) bt T 
Anzari (Cz 

T Kempers and J Sksnertnfc 
Koves and A Savoie (Hum 6 
O DELA1TRE and F SAAfTORO (Fr) be N 
Broad and A Rkharcon (GB) 6-7 6-3 6-3: 
G Doyle and B Eilwood [Aus] br D JOHN- 
SON and F MONTANA (U51 7-5 6-3: M 
Munyt (Bela) and A Olhovskiy (Rus) bt J 
EAGLE (Aus) and J GRABS (US) 6-3 3-6 
6- 1 ; C Haggard (SA) and P Nyborg (Swe) 
bt N Dprdpvtc (Yugl and L Pirnek (Bel) 
6-3 6-3; A Kitinov (Maced) and M 


Kohlmann (Ger) bt M Barnard and P to- 
ner (SA) 3-6 6-2 6-3. 

Women's doubles, fine round: L Cour- 
tois (Bel) and N de Vllllers (SA) bt Oio 
WxyvJeongand l^rk Surw-Hee (5 Kn) 7-6 
6-3: A Grahame and B Stewart (Aus) bt 
R Bobhova (Cz Rep) and D Jones (Aus) 6-2 
6-4: S APPELMAFB (Bel) and M OREMANS 
(Neth) bt M SaeW and Y Ybsfitda (Japan) 
6-4 6-4; MJ Fernandez and C Moriaru (US) 
bt A EUwood and A Mofik (Ausj 6-1 6-2: 
C Snger (Get) and H vndoua (Cz Rep) bt 
M LLK2C (Croa) and M PIERCE (Fr) 6-2 
6-2: L NEBAND (Lat) and A SANCHEZ VIC- 
ARlO (Spa) bt E Domirukovic and C War- 
son (Aus) 6-3 6-4: M HINGIS (Swit) and 
A KOURNIKOVA (RuS) bt E Mettcharova 
(Cz Rep) and J Pullin (GB) 6-3 6-0: R Hi- 
raki (Japan) and L Mcshea (Aus) bt E Bes 
(Sp) and S Krivenrcheva (Bui) 7-6 7-5: E 
UKHOVTSEVA (Rus) and A SIXHYAMA 
(Japan) bt L Lee (US) and P Stoyarxwa (Bui) 


TATARKOVA (Uhr| bt C Papadlka (Grt and 
Irv (It) 7-5 6-4; B SCHETT (Aut) 
■<NYC£R (Swit) bt C Dhenln and 


G PuzicMm | 
and P SCHr 
E Lolt (Fr) 7-5 4-6 6-3.’S«WS in capitals 

GUtOBANK TOUR 


ANK TOUR (Newport) Men's 
, first ronid: S Amey (Dertoys) bt 
AGroveson (Bucks) 6-4 6-2: J Rose (Suf- 
folk) bt J Smith (Nor than ts) 7-6 7-5: J 
Layne (Cambs) bt M El lames (Ess»| 7-6 
6-3: D Macura (Middx) bt J Caines (S IttiJ) 
3-0 ret; D Tegg (Surrey] bt A Wharf 
(GJoucs) 6-4 rer G Darlington [N Sco) br 
D Shirley (Kent) 6-2 6-4; N Bamford 
(Herts) bt T Markall (SWbl) 6-3 6-2: R 
Hanger (Dorset) be B Ha ran (Hants) 6-3 
6-4; M Bouldlng (Ybrkshlre) bt P Loose 
(Hants) 7-6 6-2: J TJiylor (Gte) be D Sanger 
(Dorset) 7-6 3-6 7-5: N Lester (Herts) br 
M Tradgeon (Cornwall) 6-7 7-6 6-3. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports horn 1 80 resorts 

Rrst. obtain the access code for 
the resort or your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes tor 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 + code 

R>r a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 SS 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 

SNAPSHOT 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cm) 

Lvnr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Soldeu 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Very good sMIng BO 

100 

14.1 

-3C Bright 

Hlmerglemm 1 00% 

Good in Leogang 55 

75 

14.1 

-4C Serried 

Oberau 100% 

BULGARIA 

Good for beginners 25 

80 

14.1 

-3C Sumy 

PBmporovo 100% 
CANADA 

Needs fresh snow 25 

45 

15.1 

1C Sunny, clear 

Jasper 99% 

FRANCE 

Packed powder 90 

95 

lfi.1 

-aCSoow flurries 

La Plagne......80% 

Good on high runs 60 

1B5 

14.1 

-5C Settled 

Pra-Loup 50% 

riAiy 

Still not great 60 

110 

14.1 

-1C Unsettled 

Gressoney ..100% 

Both sectors open 100 

120 

12.1 

1C Bright 

Sauze d'OuU 75% 
NORWAY 

dotes only open 20 

100 

11.1 

0C Changeable 

VOSS _.80% 

SCOTLAND 

V good terefltioni 60 

140 

19.1 

OC light snow 

Glencoe 95% 

SWITZERLAND 

V good snow cover 30 

40 

17.1 

iCSieet. snow 

GrindeNuakl 100% 
UNITED STATES 

V good conditions 20 

130 

14.! 

-1C Dry, bright 

Snowbird .._.S5% Fresh powder 145 
information supplied by Ski Hotline 

145 

18.1 

ICSnow Shwrs 


A detailed four-; 
conditions in 18(rresorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
Cans to 0901 cost 60p per min, 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate 

A 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

wwiuroMdoomrooD n» reported - 


•V/O.RlDCOvf^ 
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Fans win 


better deal 


on tickets 


AS THE organisers of the Euro 
2000 finals yesterday provided 
details of how they hope to avoid 
the kind of ticketing fiasco that 
marred last year’s World Cup in 
France, their plans ware given 
a cautious welcome by the Fbot- 
bail Supporters’ Association. 

Outlining how seats will be 
sold for the tournament -to be 
co-hosted by the Netherlands 
and Belgium between 10 June 
and 2 July next year - a Euro 
2000 spokesman said there will 
be no preferential treatment for 
the host countries' fens, that tick- 
ets for every game will be freely 
available across Europe, and 
that there will be no direct allo- 
cation of tickets to profiteering 
travel agents. “We are absolutely 
convinced there wffl be no repeat 
of the Wfarid Cup situation,” the 
spokesman said. 

Of the L2m tickets available 
for Euro 2000's 31 matches, 37 
per cent wall be sold on a Eu- 
rope-wide basis from the end of 
March. Fans will be able to 
apply for up to two tickets per 
game via application forms 
which will be available from na- 
tional football associations and 
the organisers. Applications for 
these 37 per cent of tickets will 


By Nick Harris 


be accepted for around a month 
and successful buyers will be 
notified by 25 June. If there are 
more applicants than tickets, 
the seats - likely to range from 
around £20 for the cheapest at 
group games to around £90 for 
the best places at the final - will 
be allocated by drawing lots. 
The organisers expect demand 
to be high, especially among 
fans of the Netherlands and Bel- 
gium, the only teams whose 
first-round fixtures have been 
confirmed. As hosts they have 
both already qualified 

A further 32 per cent of tick- 
ets (twice the figure aBocated for 
the World Cup) will be divided 
between fens of the two nations 
competing in each game. These 
will be distributed via national 
associations after the draw for 
(he finals in Deoemben Nineteen 
per cent of tickets win go to cor- 
porate sponsors and the hospi- 
tality market, eight per cent to 
the media, and the remainder to 
the world and European gov- 
erning bodies. Fife and Uefe. 

It's very pleasing that tick- 


Arsenal to extend 


defenders’ contracts 


ARSENAL’S VETERAN defend- 
ers Steve Bould, Nigel Winter- 
burn and Lee Dixon are all 
expected to be offered exten- 
sions to their contracts by their 
manager, Arsen e Wenger. 

Bould’s and Winterbum’s 
contracts expire at the end of the 
season and both have been of- 
fered 12-month extensions. 
Dixon has being invited to ne- 
gotiate a new contract Wenger 
said yesterday “The situation 
with all three players should be 
sorted out by the end of January 
but dotft be surprised if a& three 
are at Highbury next season.” 


Bould, 36, Winterburn, 35, 
and Dixon, 34, together with 
captain Tbny Adams, 32, have 
been part of tile Arsenal defence 
for the last 11 years. In this pe- 
riod Arsenal have won the 
league three times, the FA Cup 
twice, the European Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup and the League Crip. 

Adams and Martin Keown, 
32, (who has also played a 
major part in the dub’s success 
over the last decade) remain 
under contract for next season. 
Between them, the five players 
have appeared in almost 1,700 
matches for Arsenal. 


efcs will be freeliy available to fans 
across Europe and that a third 
wiQ be gh^ to conipeting coun- 
tries,” Alison Pilling , the chair 
of the FbotbaD Supporters’ As- 
sociation, said. “Butthere’s still 
this problem that every ticket 
going into corporate hands, 
which win be nearly 20 per cent, 
doesn’t go to a genuine fen.” 

According to toe Euro 2000 ca> 
gamsers, security is a msgor pri- 
ority and every ticket will be 
printed with the nanw of the 
buyer to deter black market 
trading. The only way that third 
parties will officially be allowed 
to trade in tickets, a spokesman 
said, is if a national association 
sanctions a tour operator to 
market its allocation of tickets. 
The onus for fair allocation and 
affordable prices will still rest 
wiffi footballing bodies, be added. 

For France 98, the organis- 
ing committee (CFO) reserved 
around 60 per of tickets for 
French citiy^ns Demand by 
English and Scottish fens out- 
numbered available tickets by 
more than 10 to one, and there 
were complaints that tour op- 
erators were profiteering by 
selling tickets costing as little as 
£18 as part of £600 one-day 
packages. When the CFO -fac- 
ing accusations that its alloca- 
tion procedures were illegal 
under European competition 
law- opened its infamous tick- 
et hotline, overseas callers 
chances of getting through 
were estimated at two mflKon to 
one. Problems peaked at the 
tournament itself, when tens of 
thousands of fens found they 
had been victims of ‘phantom 
ticket' sellers, where no seats 
were forthcoming despite hav- 
ing been paid for in advance. 

The Euro 2000 organisers’ 
{dans were drawn up specifically 
to avoid such problems. The 
CFO may yet face a multi-mil- 
lion pound fine for its arrange- 
ments and will meet with 
European Community officials 
in Brussels tomorrow to argue 
why it should not be penalised. 
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ACROSS 

l Clear little daughter will 
be rocked in this? (6) 

4 Mother’s to request ma- 
terial (6) 

10 Being ignored, in the 
judgement of senior 
managers? (5,2,3,5) 

11 A physician goes round 
hospital without any for- 
maJ plan (2,3) 

12 Perfume? You’ll find 
a bit in the land of 
Chanel (9) 

13 Pound cattle food, 
getting a sticky sub- 
stance (6) 

15 Mostly see place of 
debauchery as pervert- 
ed (B) 


18 Dramatist, British, real- 
istic (6) 

21 Coastal resort seen 
as most vulgar; fre- 
quently (9) 

22 Major collection of reli- 
gious texts - and one 
who’ll misuse them? (5) 

23 London area getting all 

hot in riots? (7,4,4) 

24 Little chance to ditch 
student that’s crude (6) 

25 Sticks around Northern 
French resort (6) 


tegral calculus (5) 

Begin cooking with a 
rue or some other veg- 
etable (9) 

Like teetotallers, per- 
haps, showing a per- 
verse attitude (7,3,5) 
Kind child longing to be 

§he oId U &apped in ram- 
shackle flue - there’s a 
sight (6) 


16 A great many dogs 
will have no hint of 


wiD have no 
greei6) 


t of pedi- 


DOWN 

Drink is able to leave 
middle of kitchen in 
lift (6) 

Skate with no rollers? 

An oddity (1.43,2, 5) 
Reasoning a mathemati- 
cal quantity leads in in- 


9 Most of the conflict’s 
tense and cross (6) 

24 Playwright’s money’s 
associated with spoken 
legend (9) 

17 Wmo leaving horrible 
smell in nose? Not 
half! (6) 

28 Interrupt, almost pro- 
viding objections &2) 

19 A sideswipe from good 
weapon (6) 

20 Capital way of identify- 
ing leading characters 
in assembfy (6) 

22 New label showing 
name (5) 


/ 



Tim Henman serves in his five-set struggle against Sandon Stolle m Melbourne yesterday 


trafian ranked 240 in the world 
In the end, the British sixth 
seed escaped to win 445, 7-5,46, 
6-1, 6-4 in just over three hours 

Last year the British No l 
lost in die first round here add 
he has never progressed be- 
yand the third round. Yesterday 
it was not hard to seewiity. Dur- 
ing the course of the Centre 
Court match, the world No 7 
missed a succession, of shott 
that he would normally ps® 
away with ease, two of them 
simply awful smashes. 

“I dorftknowifnfy eyes were 
shut or looking elsewhere," 
Henman said afterwards. 
“That’s definitely nottfce way to 
execute the overhead.” But he 
re mained positive. “It builds 
confidence to know you can win 
when at times you are not pay- 
ing your best,” he added. “But 
in future rounds I've got toby 
and not dig holes for myself * 

Henman’s service contin- 
ued to be suspect and tt; is 
hard to see how he can contiik 
ue to make significant progrs 
when there is such an incot 
sstenqy in the game’s most im- 
portant shot. Astonishingly 
against a player who does not 
have a pariicifiariydestructive 
return of serve, he lost his first 
three service games, thor^ he 
recovered from.. w ; down to 
lose the first set 6-4. . 

Henman’s volleying; too, was 
erratic and he admitted that he 
was lucky to recover in the sec- 
ond set, agreeing (hat Stolle 
had two bad finedo&ioosatS-ti. 
Having been given -that hfefine 
tiie British No 1 did his best to 
throw it way again, losing his 
own serve again at the start of 
the third set Henman could not 
save that set; but he did save 
the match and Stoffe said: “Tim 
knows he escaped." 

Henman now faces a thfot- 
round match against the tHgf# 
ting Swiss Mare Rosset-thewS 
7in fonnesrworid No 9 Who is now 
down to 3lst in the rankings. 

More reports, page 27 


IOC report shows 
‘decades of bribery’ 
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A CONFIDENTIAL Internation- 
al Olympic Committee report 
into the Salt Lake City Olympic 
scandal admits that bribery 
within the Olympic movement 
goes back decades and reveals 
that up to 16 IOC members 
could be expelled for their in- 
volvement in the affair. 

The report will be delivered 
this weekend when the six- 
man IOC executive commit- 
tee meets in Lausanne to 
decide what action to take, in- 
formed sources indicate that it 
shows that Salt Lake City spent 
more than £400,000 in gifts and 
payments during and after win- 
ning the 2002 Winter Games. 

The report also outlines how 
influence-peddling by bidding 
cities and IOC members goes 
back decodes and details the ac- 
tivities of two unofficial agents 
who contacted bidding cities. 
One offered to deliver 25 votes 
for £1.3m. Another promised 
nine European votes for 
£30,000-£60,000 each. 

Although Found insists that 
the IOC has done nothing crim- 
inal, he warns that an investi- - 
gation being carried out by the 
US Justice Department poses 
serious problems. 

will have to consider 
what the position of the IOC wifi 
be if we are served with a sub- 
poena to appear in front of a 
grand jury This is a particularly 
oefious procedural part of crim- 
inal law in which the accused 
virtually have no rights. It was 
a grand jury which dealt with 
Clinton matters.” the report 
says. 

In a separate revelation, 
Fbund admitted he once turned 


by kieran Daley 


down a $im i £600,000) bribe. “I 
once got offered a million bucks 
in connection with a television 
deal” he said in a speech ear- 
lier this week. “And I said: 
‘Please, you don’t have to offer 
me a million bucks. 1 want to do 
this because it’s right (for the 
Olympics]’." 

Found refused to reveal de- 
tails of die incident, saying 
only that his comment was in- 
tended to show the high stan- 
dards to which IOC members 
should strive in light of the 
bribery scandal. 

Meanwhile, the mayor of 
Nagano said that the city's 
Olympic bidding committee's 
decision to destroy its expense 

books had been proper and 
merely “the Japanese way of 
doing things.” 

. Mayor TasukuTsukadas^ 
he left the decision on how to 
destroy the expense books to 
other officials. He explained 
that the expenses were ap- 
proved at the committee's gen- 
eral meeting and that meant, as 
a matter of course, that the 
records could be destroyed 
“In Japan, that means it's all 
done and finished,” he said 

Some IOC officials inspecting 


1998 Water Games were en- 
tertained by geisha, an official 
admitted yesterday. But he de- 
nied they were prostitutes. 

“We couldn’t very well have 
had the governor pour drinks,” 
Sumikazu Yamaguchi, a mem- 
ber of the bidding committee, 


said. “Ail they did was pour 
drinks and dance.” 

In Australia, an official of 
Melbourne's failed 1996 Olympic 
bid revealed that the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra held a spe- 
cial concert so that the piano- 
playing daughter of a South 
Korean IOC member could 
show off her musical talents. 

The novelist Shane Maloney 
said the bidding committee en- 
couraged the orchestra to invite 
the giri to play with them and the 
concert drew a packed house. 

“Certainly they (the MSO] 
were prompted at our sugges- 
tion to invite hen" Maloney said. 
T think she probably tinkles in 
the C division, rather than the 
A, but certainly she’s a compe- 
tent pianist” Despite Australia's 
magnanimous gesture, At- 
lanta's bid won the Games. 

Vitaly Smirnov, the head of 
the Russian Olympic Commit- 
tee and a former IOC vice pres- 
ident and executive board 
member, said the Sait Lake 
City hribety scandal is part of 
a plot to oust the IOC president, 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, ac- 
cording to an interview pub- 
lished yesterday. 

Tm absolutely sure that 
someone wanted to oust Sama- 
ranch, to force him to resign 
under the wave of criticism. 
And then replace him with 
someone else who would carry 
out a different policy:" he said. 

“Who? Many people don’t 
like Samaranch, many people 
want to profit from the Olympic 
movement commercialise ri 
Ted Turner and Rupert Mur- 
doch have their vision of sport's 
future.” 


Getting any business started 
with e-commerce applications 
requires the shifts and support 
of more than one company. 


This is why Sun Microsystems 
has forged affiances with leading 
e-commerce organisations to 
help its customers. 


imerce 


altogether 


Morse is proud to be one of 
Sun's partners With first hand 
experience of putting our own 
e-commerce systems in place, 
we have much to offer. 


To find out more about this, 
and why Morse is Sun's largest 
partner in Europe, please visit; 
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There are 4,000 ‘lifers’ in Britain, more than the rest of Europe put together. Men like Alan, who broke a man’s nose and 
found himself banged up in a prison full of ‘killers’. Five years into his sentence, he’s still not got over the shock. . . 


A lan is 3S and doing life Cor murden You can 
still hear his seise of sbockatwhathas hap- 
pened to him, five years after a court sent 
him down. “When I first got fifed o££ for mur- 
dei;" he says, “I thought, ‘God almighty Tm 
going to a jail where there are kflters.’" In* 
deed, he does not seem quite to appreciate 
why he is here at afl. “You must under- 
stand,” he confides, “there are people in 
here who have done a particular crime, where it wasn't a mali- 
— tious thing. In my own case, I broke a man's nose and he died 
because he was drunk and he choked, so therefore I have a life 
sentence for kOhng the man. Fhir enough. I accept (hat But when 
people class everybody in the lifer system as the same, that’s 
when things are not right" 

He has a point Lifers are not your average jailbirds. They vary 
a great deal, and are also different from the rest of the prison 
population. Often they are older and better educated. 

And there are more and more of them. Last year, the num- 
ber in England and Wales exceeded 4,000 for the first time. That 
is more than the rest of western Europe put together; accord- 
ing to a new study from the Prison Reform Trust Every year, 
300 more join the ranks of these “prisoner pensioners”. Mean- 
while, only 80 or 90 get out Those remaining are behind bars for 
longer for almost 15 years on average compared with about 10 
in the Seventies. Slowly, lifers are taking over the system. 

Afl classes of people commit murder That is dear from the 
J'^zens of interviews with lifers, conducted for the Prison Reform 
"•just report And when murderers are caught, they find them- 
selves in a bureaucratic machine far more complicated than any- 
thing other prisoners experience. Everyone they encounter is 
writing a report that could influence their release date - a re- 
port the prisoner will not see; even a chaplain who may never 
have spoken to the prisoner: It is a bizarre world. Inmates have 
little idea when they will get out The rules determining when 
• they may be freed are rarely explained. 

As a result prisoners must guess at a wise strategy, weigh- 
ing up the risks erf bad behaviour If you are smart you don't smoke 
: ' dope, but you may take a chance on heroin. That way you will 
T . ; probably escape detection by mandatory drug-testing. 

■- ;; “If you smoke cannab is," says one lifer; “it can last 30 days in 

the system. This stuff (heroin] only lasts two days, so they can 
„ chance it over the weekend. Even boys that never touched it be- 

fore, they’re on it” 

TWisted logic rules. For example, an inmate who keeps his nose 
> dean may find that he has made a mistake. He will learn to 
understand what other inmates call “mind games”. “If you are 
a model prisoner;*’ warns Alan, “you can get penalised, because 
they think that’s not showing the real you. If you are reafly a model 
prisoner; they themselves, “why are you in here for killing 
somebody?’” 

“It is a classic catch-22 situation," says Stephen Shaw, the 
director of the Prison Reform TriKt “If a prisoner behaves too 
well, then he may be accused of not addressing his offence. If 
he behaves badly, he may be thought unfit for release.” 

Somehow, you have to stay sane- It is why from Wormwood 
Scrubs, Alan tries so hard to stay in touch with the outside. He 
knows that he must keep up contact with that ( hang ing world 
beyond the prison walls. 

*• r Those relationships will be needed one day in the future, when 


BY JACK O’SULLIVAN 


he is freed. They may keep him from crime, maybe even save 
him from suicide. 

But it isn’t easy- Alan relies on weekly wages, which buy just 
over 12 minutes’ phone time. “1 try phoning at least twice, three 
times a week," he says. “I get 37 seconds for a unit, but a guy 
who fives locally can get 67 seconds. Fbr me a £2 phone card, which 
is dear - it’s two days’ wages - lasts me around five minutes. 
Whereas a local chap can stay on the phone for 20 minutes." 



Morris Carpenter/Insight 


Twelve minutes. Not long to keep up with three children and 
his parents in Devon. Like many lifers, Alan has seen his mar- 
riage collapse. Hie has not had a visit in two months because TOttm- 
wood Scrubs is too fer away The four-fa our journey from Devon, 
for his retired parents, is arduous - his mother has bad arthri- 
tis. “She leaves on a Friday night to get here on a Saturday morn- 
ing She's got to stay overnight in a freezing cold flat for a half-hour 
visit It’s not on. I lost my marriage because of it, because there 
was no contact. I’ve got three children and Fm lucty to see them 
three times a year." 

It’s a familiar story in London, where the Scrubs is filled with 
people from parts of the country that do not have appropriate 
facilities for lifers, particulariy at the beginning of their sentences. 
In some ways, however; Alan is glad to be with other lifers. There 
is less pressure. He had a terrible tune, he says, when he was 
first sentenced in a local jafl. 

“You’re trying to get your head round starting a life sentence. 
You want to try to cope with your own emotions and your own 
problems without somebody who is moaning about having 
throe months, and he's got two weeks to do." 

It can take a long time for a lifer to come to terms with what 
has happened. Jim is fiveyears into his term. The loss of your 
first is, he the moment erf truth. “This is where 


the burden really starts." He is also trying to manage the out- 
side world in his head. “You're stuck here in a time zone. Realty 
and truly, you are thinking of when you came in, because you are 
not growing an the outside. So when people come in andyou think 
something is not all right it is often because they have grown, 
they're evolving. You are still slowed down, very very slow.” 

Jim’s comments are ironic because, despite this slowness, Hers 
age more quickly than folk on the outside. American research 
reveals that illnesses that typically afflict men in their fifties, such 
as heart disease, often debilitate prisoners in their forties. 

However; Jim's sense of life speeding by reflects a general crav- 
ing among lifers for fresh knowledge of the world outside. 

“It would be nice if you had someone you could get inform- 
ation from,” says Mike. “It's like, you go and buy CDs, but you're 
btiying them blind. You’re spending £10 or £15 on a CD and it’s 
not reafly what you wanted, because for 13 years you've bad no 
one there giving you information.” 

Without such help you can quickly be in trouble. “Some guys 
have no family and, two years into their bird, they're struggling 
because they have no contact," says Jim. “I think it has a lot to 
do with feeling wanted If you knew people before, then when you i 
come here and they don’t want to see you, you feel that you're 
not wanted, because nobody in here is going to want you. I 

“Some people come in here and they have nobody. They go 
outside and they have nobody again They reoffend and the courts 
vilify th^ ‘Why are you reoffending rarara?’ They don’t under- 
stand why? You put me in a dodgy little, dingy little bedsitter: you 
give me some idiot amount of money and expect me to get on 
with life. I mean, there’s only a few people that grit their teeth 
and say, Tm digging my feet in and I'm not going back to jafl.’ 
Not everyone's got that character Some suicide. Some turn back 
to crime. It’s rotten because it all stems from howyou are in here.” 

Yet even when your family does visit, it is hard to commun- 
icate with them in such a false situation as a prison visit That 
bothers Jim. “You know yourself, when you're around your fam- 
ily at home you don’t feel you need to speak. You just chill, watch 
TV or whatever But when you're up for a visit you feel you have 
to talk because they’ve come to see you. But I just want to see 
them, not talk to them the whole time. 

“Sometimes my brothers come and they just relax and get a 
conversation going on between them. It’s like Tm on the outside 
looking in, because I’ve lost a lot of time with them. Therefore I 
haven’t got a clue about half the things they talk about But I can 
sit there and see it Sometimes I'll just be smiling because I don’t 
feel put on the spot and they’re relaxing and just being normal 
So I can have a part in that normality." 

It is a normality that can easily be shattered, says Paul, who 
is serving a life sentence fbr killing a man in a brewL He recalls 
a visit from his wife. “I was on a visit,” he recalls, “when one of 
the screws decided to say to hen ‘What the fucking hell are you 
doing here visiting murderers?' She’d been here every week and 
that’s the first time anybody had said anything like that to her... 
there was nearly a fight between me and the screws.” 

Paul knows bow dangerous it is if his family becomes alien- 
ated by the treatment they receive. “They should lay off the fam- 
ilies, when they come in to visit you,” he says, “because they know 
that for a lot of people that's their only source of support at afl. 

If Chat goes, then you can guarantee when a prisoner comes back 
into his cell he’ll go mad - not probably swinging from the end 
of a landing-rope, but he’ll kids. off. He'll say. "Whatis the point 
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of me doing anything else? It's all up the tubes; let's go for it'” 
Alan seeks some understanding; “All I am asking is to treat 
me like a human being. I’ve got family. I’ve got children. I was a 
businessman on the outside, rm not an animal- please draft treat 
me like one. That’s all I ask, and FD cope with my sentence. And 
I will cope with it better if you ease the pressure." 

The prisoners’ identities have been disguised 
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Stop billing Iraqis 


Sir At the end of 1998, the United 
States and the United Kingdom 
once again rained bombs on the 
people of Iraq. But even when the 
bombs stop falling, the war against 
the people of Iraq continues 
through the harsh economic 
sanctions. This is a rail to action to 
end all the war. 

This month US/UK polity will 
kill <1500 children under the age of 
five in Iraq, according to UN 
studies, just as it did last month 
and the month before that, all the 
way back to 1991. Since the end of 
the Gulf Wan hundreds of 
thousands - maybe more than 1 
million -Iraqis have died as a 
result of tiie UN sanctions, which 
are a direct result of US/UK polity. 

This is not foreign policy it is 
sanctioned mass-murder that is 
nearing holocaust proportions. If 
we remain silent, we are 
condoning a mass slaughter that is 
being perpetrated in our name. 

Par several years, individuals 
and groups have been delivering 
medicine and other supplies to Iraq 

in defiance of the blockade. Now; 
members of one of those groups, 
Ibices in the Wilderness in Chicago, 
have been threatened with massive 
fines by the US government for 
“exportation of donated goods, 
including medical supplies and toys, 
to Iraq [without! specific prior 
authorisation''. The US government 
is harassing a peace group that 
tabes medicine and toys to dying 
children; we owe these courageous 
activists our support. 

The time has come for a call to 
action to people of conscience. Wte 
need an international campaign to 

lfftthoga pffKnn^ gnrh a namp ni gn 

is not equivalent to support for the 
regime of Saddam Hussein. Tb 
oppose the sanctions is to support 
the Iraqi people. Our moral 
responsibility is to counter the 
hypocrisy and inhumanity of our 
leaders. This issue must be 
discussed in every household and 
every public forum. 

NOAM CHOMSKY 
EDWARD HERMAN 
EDWARD SAID 
HOWARD ZINN 
Department of Journalism 
University qfTexas 
Austin, Texas 
Tjensen@uts. ccjutems.edu 


Pregnant teens 


Sin Lynn Eaton's article “The 
morning after could be too late” 

(19 January) highlightswhyit is 
important for emergency 
contraception to be more readily 
available. The problem lies in GPs 
who insist on appointments only in 
2-3 days’ time, overburdened 
casualty departments and fewer 

family planning rlinirK- 

Lastyear I launched a 
campaign in the House of 
Commons for the deregulation of 
emergency contraception. I tabled 
an early day motion which is 
backed by more than 80 MPs with 
cross-party support The 
campaign is backed by the Family 
Planning Association, the Birth 
Control Trust, the Brook Advisory 
Service, the British Medical 
Association, the British Pregnancy 
Advisory Service, the Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society and 
the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists. 

A pilot scheme in Washington 
State, USA, allows emergency 
contraception to be available on 
prescription under a protocol 
agreed by doctors to allow their 
local nurses and pharmacists to 
dispense it The nurses and 
pharmacists are trained to ask the 
right questions. There would be no 
difficulty in making emergency 
contraception available in the UK 
in this way. 

Emergency contraception is not 
a substitute for better sex 
education or regular 
contraception. However; 
emergency contraception is a 
practical way to deal with the 
world as it is and its wider use 
would prevent the high rate of 
abortion amongst young women in 
this country. We have the highest 
teenage pregnancy rate in western 
Europe: &5 per 1,000 amongst 
under- I 6-year-olds and 8.5 per 
1,000 for 16- to 19-year-olds. One 
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Urban worrier 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number, 

t.co.uk. 
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Sin Gentrification of our inner v •• 

cities is not a comprehensive -1 

solution to urban decline (report, . : j 
14 January). Unless we promote .-; . 
low-skilled jobs in our cities, those. . ) ■] 



moving back in. The result couldbe- >J. 
an urban structure common to :{ 


rich live near the city centre and ... 
the poor in the outskirts. 

Studio flats, artgafleriesand ;^ 
rafte may look nice, but are of little 
benefit to people bearing the brunt;; 
of ec onomic restructuring. . : : -~ 

DONALD HOUSTON 
Department of Urban Studies ....'■ 

University of Glasgow j 


Sir I found fhe reported attitude of 
tiie Countryside Affiance to theidea 
of ending tax relief on homes • 
built on greenfield sites curiously 
negative (Your Money, 16 January). 

In this predominately rural distocf 7 ' 
residents do not want to see green . . 


fields disappear under concrete to . 
meet an insatiable and inherently ; 
selfdefeatingmass demand to “five 
in the countryside". . 

Certainly existing property and 
residents must not be penalised, - 
but abolishing Miras onneu? 
greenfield developments is, 
potentially a powerful lever to 
protect both the countryside and 
existing residents’ interests, and • 
the measure must get serious - - . 
debate. Of course it will not 
please the $40,000-per-house . 
land-value hopefuls. 
KENBLANSHARD 
Burgess Hid 

Thewriterisleader of Mid Susses 
district council 
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Runaway family 


Tough Gays No 4: If s a veritable bridge of thighs for the competitors in this month’s annual Tough Guys race, in Staffordshire 
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half to one third of these 
pregnancies end in abortion. 

Proposals to make emergency 
contraception more readily 
available do not make women 
more vulnerable Young women 
are most vulnerable when they 
have nobody to turn to. 

Dr JENNYTONGE MP 
(Lib Deni, Richmond Park ) 
House of Commons 
London SWl 


Acts of tyranny. 


Water chemicals 


Sin Dr Adrian Padfield (letter; 

16 January) shows admirable 
concern for his patienisbut he is 
sadly mistaken when he refers to 
dental caries being “easily 
prevented by simple water 
ma n agement, as with the 
reduction of bacterial disease”. 

I have been involved, as an 
engineer; with tiie treatment of 
water for public supply for thirty 
years and know otity too well the 
range of quite unpleasant 
chemicals which are used in that 
process, including chlorine to foil 
bacteria, ozone to destroy 
po tential oanrnrmgpri K and 

phosphoric add to prevent 
dissolution of lead. 

These chemicals are used to 
render the final product safe to 
drink. Fluoride is the only 
chemical currently added to water 
supplies for the sole purpose of 
medication or prophylaxis. This is 
a most important distinction, 
worthy though it maybe to reduce 
dental caries, compulsory mass 
medication via water supply is the 
thin end of a very dangerous 
political wedge and should, I 
believe, be strenuously resisted. 

Millions of tons of water are 
treated every day, only a tiny 
fraction of which is ingested. I£ as 
Dr Padfield dearly believes, there 
should be some form of compulsory 
mass medication, then let it be by 
the compulsory addition of fluoride 
to all toothpastes. This would not 
onfy be more efficient in treating 
the disease but would, I suspect, be 
rather more cost-effective. 
RICHARD HILL 
Pertn,Buddnghamskire 


Sir With regard to the case of 
General Pinochet, it is interesting 
to note the judgement in US v 
Noriega, June 1990. 

Counsel for General Noriega, 
the former Panamanian leader; 
argued that Noriega was immune 
from prosecution as a head of state 
and diplomat and that his alleged 
narcotics offences constituted acts 
of state not property reviewable 
by the court 

Judge Hoeveler; United States 
District Judge, commented that 
“the doctrine of head of state 
immunity provides that a head of 
state is not subject to the 
jurisdiction of foreign courts, at 
least as to official acts taken 
during the ruler’s term of office.. . . 
Criminal activities such as the 
narcotics trafficking with which 
defendant is charged can hardly 
be considered offici al act s or 
governmental duties 
which promote a sovereign 
state’s interests.” 

He concluded that, “Noriega, 
was the de facto head of Panama’s 
government But simply because 
Noriega may have in fact run the 
country of Panama does not mean 
he Is entitled to head of state 
immunity since the grant of 
immunity is a privilege which the 


United States may withhold from 
any claimant. .. His daim to a 
’right' of immunity against the 
express wishes of the government 
is wholly without merit” 

It could likewise be argued that 
torture and conspiracy to torture 
do not constitute official acts or 
governmental duties. 

PAUL TANNER 
London SEl 5 


Pleasant Paxman 


Sir: As competitors in the current 
series of University Challenge, we 
were somewhat surprised by the 
widespread media coverage given 
to Mr Lance Haward, the 
62-year-old member of the Open 
University’s team. 

We were particularly taken 
abaci by the tone of his interview 
in The Independent, containing as 
it did much criticism of Mr Jeremy 

Pffxmap Whils t Mr Par ma n is 

noted by the media for his 
occasionally brusque manner, he 
was actually extremely pleasant 
towards all the contestants in the 
series, as were the entire 
production team. We feel that to 
compare Mr Paxman unfavourably 
with Bamber Gascoigne, a 
quizmaster with an entirely 
different style, is a gross 
discourtesy given all he did to put 


trams at thrir ea se du ring filming 

Ear from demonstrating 
“stumbling, hesitation and 
swearing”, Mr Paxman exuded 
pro fessionalism and erudition at 
all times. 

To claim that he “seems to have 
met his match” in Lanpp Haward 
will have surprised all those who 
were present duringfilming. 
DAVID STAINER 
ROBERT DOUGANS 
DAVID BREWIS 
TOBY COX 

Oriel College University 
Challenge team 
Oxford 


Ban this cruelly 


ab surdi t y Of this ar gument is to 
consider just how things would be 
if such logic had been accepted by 
earlier governments. 

Bull' and bear-baiting would 
never have been outlawed and 
people would be free to beat or 
starve their pets. In fact the law 
would not have developed to stop 
many of tiie worst abuses against 
animals or h umans and practices 

such as cbM labour or slavery 
would still be legal in Britain. 
CHARLOTTE MORRISSEY 
Deadline 2000 

Campaign for the Protection of 

HuntedArdmdls ... 

Horsham, West Sussex 


Sin Your leading article “The - 
Bramfoys have bucked a bad 
system” (18 January) was wrong to 
portray the Bramleys as victims of - 
Cambridgeshire Social Services: V 
Whilst most of us can agree, in the * 
aftermath of events, that 
prospective adopters’ legal rights 
to challenge decisions need 
fimp rhanling, it- gtill remains far 
from dear that they are suitable 
parents for the Bennett children. 

It is naive to describe then- 
parental shortcomings as . 
stemming from “too much love”. 
Whatever else this experience is 
set to teach these two unfortunate 
children. It can presumablynot 
include any notion of the discipline 
and respect for unpleasant 
obligations with which most 
genuinely loving, responsible' ~ 
parents attempt to imbue their 
childretf supbringing. ■ 

ALEX GREY • • 

^MchmpnZ Surrey „ w S ». : . 
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Sin It is not surprising that Nigel 
Burke (letter 19 January) 
attempts to play down public 
support for a ban on hunting with 
dogs. As opinion polls have shown 
time and time a gain, both public 
and parliamentary support fora 
ban remain consistently high 
because hunting is a cruel and 
unnecessary “sport” 

It is a strange argument, 
however to suggest that reducing 
or eliminating unnecessary 
suffering to animals is an 
infringement of cml liberties oris 
in some way “illiberal”. Perhaps 
the best illustration of the 


No job, no home 


War’s first casualty : -J 


Sin I am a retired female 
academic, interested, inter 
alia, in politics, the arts, 
literature, travel and 
especially music. I like 
listening to discussions 
and plays also. 

Fhr from considering that 
Radios 3 and 4 have been 
“dumbed” down, I have to 
ration my day’s listening 
otherwise no work at all would 
be done fay me in this bouse. 
Dr ME WOOD 
Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire 


IN BRIEF 


Sir; Just becanse Hong Kong 
people don’t receive social 
welfare of the type seen in 
Britain does not mean that the 


government or the people of 
oar co an try are cold-hearted 
(“Island with cold heart feels 
the BigChiD”, 18 January). 

In many Asian cultures, 
including the Chinese, a sense 
of family and self-reliance is 
deep-rooted; that some old 
people have been neglected 
during the harsh winter 
months points to the failure of 
their families to take care of 
them. It does not mean the 
government Is insensitive 
to their plight. 

UMER M Ahi^ mh 
London, WCl 


Sin I find myself alternately 
puzzled and infuriated by the 
Royal Mail’s unequal delivery 
times for first-class post 
Letters sent to me from the 
Bristol area invariably arrive 
here the following day but it is 
a different story for letters 
sent from London and the 
Home Counties. 

My latest record is five days 
for a letter posted in Slough 
and franked 14 January. It 
arrived on 19 January Why 
should we pay 26 pence per 
letter for this gross 
inefficiency? I have known a 
second-class letter to arrive 
the next day. 

Mrs LINDY McKENNEL 
Lymm, Cheshire 


Sin Your report 05 January) that 
Labour plans to cut mortgage help 
for people who lose their jobs sits 
strangely with Mr Blair’s 
declaration that he wants to appeal 

to the middle-class vote. What 

could be more unsettling to a 
homeowner than to be told that, if 
they lose their job. they migh t also 
lose their house? 

The last government cut help to 
home owners in these 
circumstances by delaying the 
payment of income support on 
mortgage interest for nine months. 
The present government has been 
engaged in talks with the 
mortgage and insurance 
industries to find ways of dosing 
the gap, but all the evidence shows 
that people who are most 
vulnerable either do not have 
insurance or cannot get the 
insurer to pay out 

The Chancellor has so far held 
back from ending mortgage 
interest tax relief which stiD costs 
£2bn. Why not phase out this 
indiscriminate subsidy and use the 
money to provide better support to 
the most vulnerable owners? This 
would help to cut 
repossessions, and save money 
that councils spend on housing 
the repossessed. 

JOHN PERKY 
Director of Policy 
Chartered Institute cf Housing 
Coventry 


Sin John Lichfield in his artide 
(9 January) on Pegasus Bridge 
suggested that lieutenant Danny 
Brotheridge of the Ox & Bucks 
(gliders) “became the first Allied 
casualty of the D-Day invasion at 
20 minutes past midnight on 6 June jL 
1944”. That is not wrong, but it ™ 

depends upon the criteria by which 
one judges. What of those Royal 
Navy and Royal Engineers wet- suit . . " 
swimmers, dropped by 
submarines, who tested the 
beadies, for instance? ■ u 

. In Oxford's military cemetery is 

a war grave recording that Lance- 
Corpora! E T Han of 2 Para was : . h 

buried there on 6 June. He was ji 

shot by his own camp-guards while j \ 
doing the round of the five airbases :‘V. 
involved in the night-time drop. ’ 7 "1, • 
Why should he not be the first . 'll 

D-Day casualty? 

Dom ALB ERIC STACPOOLE .< 

Ampleforth Abbey . • 

York i 


Unfair exchange 


Sin In 1876, Bismarck noted that 
tiie Balkans were not worth the ;-_ 4 jn 

bones of a single Pomeranian Aj 


grenadiec Could Paddy Ashdown 


Li 


(“We cannot allow the Serbs to : 
attempt a ‘final solution' ", ; 

20 January) or you kindly convert - 7 
this into British soldiers at the 1999 n* 

rate of exchange? 

ALASTAIR MEEKS W 

UmdonSEl 3 






The legend of Sir Alastair Campbell and the green king 


: -‘HI* 


TODAY WE taring you another extract from the fab- 
ulous rediscovered Shakespearean his torical 
tragedy, The History of King Tony or New 
Labour’s Los^ Lone, winch teDs tiie story of King 
Tbny’s rise to power and his struggle to keep the 
throne he has won in battle against the Totyarmy. 
Last week we saw King Tony’s triumphal meet- 
ing with King Nelson of South Africa. Now trou- 
bled waters await him bad; home. . . 


A privy chamber m the King’s palace tn Down- 
^Street King Tbny is deep m conversation vjith 
hsslastremaimng adviser. Sir Alastair Campbell. 
F ft )n y : All my erstwhile friends desert me, afl. 

Sir Geoffrey Robinson, Paymaster General, 


He always knew which shares to buy or sell - 
And Mandelson! Sir Peter Mandelson! 

That very gentle knight who knew my thoughts 
Almost before they came into my minflt 
They’ve gone, these friends, as fair winds fade at 


sea, 


And left my sails an flapping, empty, useless... 


Sir Abstain Not all, YburMajesty? Some stiS there 
__ are 

Who long to serve you till their dying day. 

Tony: And who might they be when they are at 

home? 

Sir A: Why me, Your Majesty! Through thick and 

thin 

I shall attempt to guard you ’gainst your foes! 
Tony*. Campbell good Campbell, thou art indeed 

a friend. 

But how can one prevail one against so many? 
Canst kill my enemies ail by thyself? 

Sir A: There is no need. I never take a sword 
Or naked metal ’gainst my enemies. 

That is the way of brainless warriors 
To cut and hew and carre the opposition. 

Ear better Us to cut and hew the news! 

What serves it to have gained a victory 
Hall tiie world thinks you do emerge tiie loser? 
Tony: rmnotsosurel see where you are driving... 
Sir A: Then let me quickly put you straight a 8 ain - 
Ybu’ve no doubt read about this pamtfceBramleys? 
Tony. Bramley? A kind of apple, is it not? 



Miles 

Kington 

Sir Alastair: 1 God give us strength. 
Some kings inherit thrones 
But not the brains that should 
accompany them' 


Sir A: [Aside] God give us strength. Some kings 

inherit thrones 


But not the teams that should accompany them. 


[Aloud] They are a married pair my lord, who have 
Kidnapped two girts and run away with them. 
Tony: Then they should be arrested straightaway 
And thrown into the Tower of London Town! 

Sir A: But that disgrace will never come to pa^ 
The Bramleys have the public on their side 
And all they ask can never be denied! 

You see the lesson which I seek to draw? 

Tbny: I think so. What you're trying to say 
Is that I should go on the run today 
Thking two lovely little children with me... 

Sir A: No, no, my liege What you must see is this: 
That once you have the press and media tamed 
You have the victory already claimed! 

Tray: It’s true! I see it now! Yes, you are right! 

A relaunch now will put my foes to Right! 

[There is a disturbance at the door.] 

But hold! Who comes? And why is there this noise? 
Htter Paddy, Earl qfA&idoum, vrith sword drawn. 
Paddy: "Us I, my Lard! The Eari of Ashdown 

here. 

Ready to take my place right at your side 
Which you did promise me once, long ago. 


Twiy: Rft Ashdown, fie! I do not need you now 

That day is gone. Be you gone too, 

mve my spetial ways of doing fcZ 

Andaow-you stea* it from 

Date <tf Pffiar comes 

Livingstone: You laugh now, Campbell, yon 
ButwhenrmMayorof^^X^j 
More of this anon, 1 trow. 
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Mr Ashdown’s fight 
for reform ends 
in ultimate failure 

■■ \ THE UNEXPECTED exit of Paddy Ashdown Is a classic 
illustration of Enoch Powell's dictum that all political 
careers end in failure. That may be an unfair as s e ss ment 
of his full contribution over the past 10 years, which started 
with his rescue of the fractured alliance between the Lib- 
erals and the SDP in 1988. He built the merged party into 
a surprisingly coherent, strong and electorally secure third 
force. We salute his great achievement in rebuilding that 
party, e n abli n g it to provide much-needed opposition in 
many of the one-party states of local government, and in 
helping to break down many of the tribal assumptions of 
British politics. 

But yesterday’s announcement is ultimately an admis- 
sion that his strategy for going beyond that is not work- 
ing. He wanted a realignment of British politics - but it 
was a realignment that seemed superfluous to an elec- 
torate already realigned behind Tony Blair and which 
seemed undesirable to his party. 

He tried to change his party but in the end it proved 
too resistant to change. In the past few weeks, there have 
been signs that he had given up trying, as the depth of 
hostility among Liberal Democrats to working with the 
Labour Government has been increasingly evident He was 
forced, for example, to vote against iast November’s 
Queen's Speech, which contained virtually nothing with 
which the Lib Dems disagreed. Mr Ashdown’s decision 
to go is a public declaration of his loss of faith in his own 
party. 

But in the end his failure was to change the Labour 
Party, which has made its hostility to working with him 
equalty evident Fbr all his success in establishing his party 
as the second party of local government and in sending 
more MPs to Westminster than at any time since the Lib- 
erals were overtaken by the Labour Party earlier this 
century, he could go no further without achieving a break- 
through in changing the electoral system. 

After the Labour landslide removed his bar gainin g 
power; his strategy for obtaining proportional represen- 
tation was fatally flawed. He never really decided whether 
he wanted to be part of a broad, progressive, liberal coali- 
tion - in which case electoral systems are onfy a means 
to an end, and chang in g them was rendered pointless by 
Mr Blair’s redrawing of the contours of the political land- 
scape - or whether PR was desirable as an end in itself 

Could he have played it differently after Mr Blair’s unex- 
pectedly decisive victory? Yes. He could have stuck to an 
independent path, defending liberal principles against the 
incipient authoritarianism of New Labour; and arguing for 
a plural political system for its own sake. Whether that 
would have been any more successful must be doubtfuL 
The failure of Roy Jenkins's compromise PR system to 
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catch the public imagination was nearly decisive; Mr 
Blair’s shelving of the prospect of a referendum on elec- 
toral change before the next election closed the door to 
the early prospect of breaking the mould. In retrospect, 
however; Labour’s win in May 1997 will be seen as the 
event that sealed Mr Ashdown's political fate. 

The challenge for the Liberal Democrat party is to prove 
that that election has not sealed its fate, too. In its eupho- 
ria at winning 46 MPs, the party may have been tem- 
porarily blinded to the significance of what was 
happening: that Mr Blair was realigning without them. And 
since then, its opposition to Mr Ashdown's strategy has 
been based on tribalism. If the party had stood up for what 
it believed, supporting the Government's budgets and 
opposing the illiberalism of its policies on education, 
crime and terrorism, instead of chafing at any element 
of co-operation, it would be in a stronger position to choose 
a successor able to build on the impressive platform which 
Mr Ashdown bequeathes to his ungrateful party. 


This historic challenge 
must not be fudged 

THE PUBLICATION of the Government's White Paper on 
reform of the House of Lords is as welcome as it is over- 
due. Thankfully, the time when our laws could be made or 
altered on the basis of an accident of birth will soon come 
to an end, with the Government appointing a Royal Com- 
mission to suggest precisely who should be legislating on 
ourbehalt This Royal Commission will produce its report 
by the end of the year - an impressive turn of speed for 
a vehicle which, Harold Wilson once joked, would take min- 
utes and waste years. 

However, it is unlikely that the subsequent stages, 
namely consideration of the proposals by the Government, 
and a joint committee of the Lords and Commons on imple- . 
mentation, will be undertaken quite so speedily, and there 


• W.? 


Some thoughts, your Lordship, 
on the reform of your House 




Dear Lord Wakeham, 

Congratulations on your appoint- 
ment to yet another senior position in 
public service. First the Press Com- 
plaints Commission, and then this new 
Royal Commission on the reformed 
second chamber Wow! It's only a 
shame that we haven't got any large 
colonies left, so that you can round 
your career off properly with a nice 
feathery hat and a medal 
lb be honest MwrLaniship, ay first 
thought was that appointing someone 
with your record to oversee radical re- 
form was Eke putting a pacifist in 
charge of the Nato intervention force 
in Kosovo. Miu’ve been pretty con- 
servative in thePCCjob, haven't you? 
But I ought to keep an open mind, 
least because I want to serve on 
a? fe Royal Commission too. No. realty, 

' I <to. This may seem a bizarre way of 
bringing my desire to serve my chang- 
ing country to the PM’s attention, but 
I realty cannot see myself going 
through the endless rounds of net- 
working, l unching , cold-calling and 
flattery that usually accompany any 
attempt to break through into the 
super-quango stratosphere. Some are 
good at it, some aren’t 
There are those who regret the 
passing of the hereditary peers, just 
as there is still a League of Empire 
Loyalists and, I dare say, a shadowy 
group dedicated to the restoration of 
the Stuart monarchy (whose scion is 

probably a Winnipeg acupuncturist . 
Personally I would be quite prepared 
to swap all those earis, dukes and 
whatevers for a convocation of ham- 
sters and hedgehogs, if that were the 
only choice. It seems wry sensible and 


not at all “control-freaky'* to have this 
interim panel to nominate peers for 
the period between the guillotining of 
the aristos and the establishment of 
a new second chamber; otherwise 
known as Stage One. My only worry 
is that if the new Appointments 
Commission realty does respond to 
public nomination (as is already hap- 
pening in the drawing up of the hon- 
ours fist), we will end up with 200 
hospice volunteers, youth workers 
and disabled athletes. 

But, as you know, mTud, whatever 
the obsession with who, the realty big 
question is what. What is a second 
chamber for? And here’s where the big 
worries begin. Your appointment is 
said to have reflected toe desire for 
cross-party consensus on the question 
of reform. But insofar as tills is to be 
a consensus between political parties 
and MPs of different persuasions, 
then it wifi also be a consensus that 
the second chamber should have no 
powers effectively to challenge the 
prerogatives of the House of Com- 
mons. Lady Jay intimated this much 
yesterday when she reassured the 
world that “whatever the remit of the 
Royal Commission" MPs would 
remain supreme. 

LordWakeham, you’ve been there. 

Ybu know that what most members of 

the Commons would prefer would be 
a sedate gathering of worthy ex-dvfl 
servants, obligingly keeping tabs on 
all the most boring legislation 
emanating from Europe, and acting 
as a soundfogboard for wtonges from 
the tifelsh Assembly and toe Scottish 
Parliament With the exception of an 
enlightened few, MPs would not want 



David 

Aaronovitch 

Whatever the obsession 
with who, m’lud, the big 
question is what. What is 
a second chamber for? 

to endow another chamber with sub- 
stantial rights of veto or delay. 

Tony, of course, has his own 
agenda. Your Excellency. The remit 
of the Appointments Commission is 
to consider lay. non-party nomin- 
ations to toe second chamber on the 
basis of “the special qualities they 
could bring to the law-making 
process”. And, perhaps, to govern- 
ment He would like, 1 suspect, to 
widen toe gene pool from which he 
and his successors can draw their 
ministers. Already the whispers are 
that Lords Falconer and Macdonald 
(toe latter having been ennobled 
and given ministerial rank on the 
same day) are among the most 
effective of New Labour’s adminis- 
trators. Tbny may weD want to be 
able, in future, to draw yet more heav- 
ily on those who are not career polit- 


icians. Given that we do not operate 
a system of presidential appoint- 
ments. the PM needs the fig-leaf of 
a second chamber to achieve this. 
And he cannot rely on his own party 
to provide them. 

The real problem with the way we 
are governed lies in the Commons it- 
self and its relationship to the political 
parties. The present tribal selection 
of candidates, under the first-past-the- 
post system, tends to reward the ob- 
sessive and the devious, at the 
expense erf the intelligentand the dyn- 
amic. To get elected you must belong 
to one of the big parties. Fbr them to 
select you, you must conform to the 
local orthodoxy of what a good can- 
didate should be like. Although more 
talented ones slipped under the wire 
in 1997, It is still the case that only 
about a tenth of MPs are other bright 
or curious enough to be decent com- 
panions at a Notting EBB dinner party. 

When elected, the prime respons- 
ibility of those in the majority party is 
to support their government (of which 
they afl hope to be members), and that 
of the minority party is to oppose it 
It is little wonder that scrutiny (as in 
the select committee system) invar- 
iably stops short of serious embar- 
rassment, or that three-line whips are 
rarely broken. As a result the Prime 
Minister; at the head of his whipped 
majority, exercises almost total un- 
challenged powers over appointment, 
legislation and oversight Whether or 
not a PM is a “control freak” is utterly 
irrelevant He or she is more com- 
pletetyin control than any American 
president could ever dream of being. 

You witnessed all this, Ybur High- 


ness, when you served under Mrs 
Thatcher. Were you not around for the 
poll tax? And you must know that one 
voice in this debate is in danger of 
going unheard. It is the voice that 
argues for a substantial second cham- 
ber composed of people who do have 
the power substantially to delay alter 
or block government legislation and 
appointments. I should like to see a 
senate whose committees are feared 
and respected by citizens and public 
servants in a way that, currently. 
Commons Select Committees are 
not G exempt those chaired by Gerald 
Kaufman, who I gather is to help you 
out That’ll be fim.) And if the second 
chamber is not to have such powers, 
then I am reluctant to spend tax- 
payers' money on it alL 

I am not against ideas to link the 
senate to the devolved bodies in Wales 
and Scotland (though I suspect that 
MSPs and MWAs wiU have better 
things to do with their time). And I am 
very much in favour of a number of 
non-party nominees who have not had 
to go through the party selection 
grinder The Independent Appoint- 
ments Commission is welcome, 
thcaigh I shall be interested to see who 
is appointed to make the appoint- 
ments. But what a modem Britain 
needs is a mostly elected, legitimate 
and powerful second chamber; which 
can assist good government and pro- 
tect citizens' rights through the exer- 
cise of real not chimerical, power. 

That’s it I look forward to hearing 
from you. By the way. Mondays and 
Wednesdays are difficult for me 
With best wishes, 

David 


remains genuine doubt as to whether reform will be any- 
where near complete by the time of the next election. 
Indeed, there is a creeping suspicion that the Government 
might not wish to see such a distracting issue take centre 
stage at that time and that it is, in any case, shying from 
any of the real choices before it. 

The judicial role of the Law Lords, the question of dis- 
establishing the Church of England along with the bish- 
ops, the place of the new chamber in the broader 
devolution of tbe union - all these are missing from the 
commission's remit 

There is one word above all that cannot be forgotten 
when it comes to toe new upper chamber democracy. Polit- 
icians of all parties may place discreet pressure on tbe 
Royal Commission to produce a fudge - a fudge that 
reduces the power of the new House. The temptation to 
trim must be resisted by the commission. The new upper 
house should last for. as long as the last one did. To do that- 
it needs democratic legitimacy. It is a historic challenge. 


Q uote of the Day 

“Though I love being an MR I don’t 
want still to be one at 65.” 

Poddy Ashdown, 
leader of the Liberal Democrats 

T hought for the Day 

“I may disagree with what you have to say, but I shall 
defend, to the death, your right to say it" 
Voltaire, 

French writer and philosopher 


Landlord 
about to 
kick 

you out? 

Shelterline 

0808 8oo 4444 

call free any time of the day or night 


! THE PRESIDENT may promise 
I all he wants in new programs 
' l but the budget calculations 
don't add up, and the smart 
r ! /^fculusis that future retirees 
: T win pay toe price, 
i USATodny 

j CLINTON WAS able to propose 
| slathering gobs of money on 
* vfrtualtyeveiy interest group in 
i sight Fbr tbe most part, those 
i recommendations will grate 
i on his principal allies in Con- 
i gress - the liberals. But toe 


liberals are in his packet Now 
he needs to solidify support in 

the center; what better way to 

do that than with a cash bato? 
This amounts to jury tamper- 
ing in toe court of public opin- 
ion, of course. But this is what 
Clinton has excelled at for 
years. Cynicism pays. 

New York Post 

MANY OP the proposals for 
education, the environment, 
crime and military readiness 
wfflprobabty find broad support 


■ MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF TOE World 
American verdicts on President Clinton's 
State of the Union speech 


In Congress. We hope he also 
makes a push for campaign fin- 
ance reform. If he can emerge 
from toe impeachment debate 
and lead an effort that borrows 
ideas from tbe opposition, he 


could put a productive stamp 
on his final two years in office. 
New "fork Times 

HELPING CLINTON last night 
was also the fact that be is 


presiding over what may be toe 
most prosperous period in US 
history. Republicans might as 
well accept this reality: Amer- 
ica won’t tolerate his removal 
He walked into the House not 
unlike Daniel entering the 
lion's den. And like Daniel, he 
walked out a gain. Hie Lions 
were cheering, 

Miami Herald 

IT MUST be remembered that 
on the occasion of one of Clin- 
ton’s previous State of the 


Union messages, he declared 
that the “era of big government 
is over”. Some of toe biggest 
government programs and tax 
increases in US history fol- 
lowed that blithe baloney. While 
Clinton’s presidency is in deep 
trouble, the state of the union 
has not been better in some 
time. In the coming weeks, toe 
Senate will decide whether 
Clinton wffi remain president 
long enough to advance any 
part of his sweeping agenda. 
Houston Chronicle 



IF YOU AR£ WORRIED ABOUT • problems with your land lord 
* being repossessed * paying: your rent or 
being homeless because of violence • the conditions ydiFliy^n^ 
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haring nowhere to steep tonight 


Shelter 
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Pandora 


There’s no glory in acting drunk 


A RECENT profile of the 
Cabinet enforcer Jack 
Cunningham appearing in a 
parliamentary journal is 
significant for the things it 
leaves out In a two-page 
article Cunningham 
tantalises the reader with 
such revelations as: “1 left 
J arrow after a very 
stimulating, thought- 
provoking few years. It was a 
very radical environment. 

The excellent head of the 
mathematics department was 
a lifelong communist After 
studies I played lots of 
football and tennis." However, 
despite such exhilarating 
stuff, Cunningham omits to 
men bon his father’s 
imprisonment for his 
involvement in the Paulson 
graft scandal that rocked 
local government in the 
Seventies, far more intriguing 
than any tennis match. Daisy 
Sampson, political 
correspondent of The House 
Magazine, explained to 
Pandora that “It is a live 
face-to-face interview. I can't 
say what was discussed but if 
people dont want to talk 
about something then there is 
nothing you can do." Luckily 
for Jack the interview pre- 
dated the recent stories about 
his “champagne” lifestyle 
abroad, thus avoiding more 
tricky questions. 


POLITICIANS ASPIRING to 
be mayor of London may 
want to take note of the 
Spanish factor A real vote- 
winning idea of buying the 
electorate birthday 
presents has been hit upon 
by Julio Fernandez, mayor 
of a small town near 
Madrid. Gifts including 
slippers and bipycle pomps 
are being doled out at the 
rate ofa dozen a day to the 
town’s 5,000 inhabitants. A 
barber who received the 
slippers complained: “It 
seems he has started his 
election campaign early. If 
he paid for the gifts himself 
it wonld be all right, but to 
do it with public money is 
immoraL” Would such 
treats for the electorate be 
considered by mayoral 
hopefuls such as Ken 
Livingstone and Jeffrey 
Archer? If the worst came 
to the worst for Archer he 
could always give away free 
copies of bis books. Then 
again, the idea is to win 
votes not lose them. 


WAS PADDY Ashdown'S 
resignation written in the 
stars? The retiring Lib Dem 
leader was pictured signing 
a "Irving will" on the front 
cover of this month’s VES 
News, the campaign journal 
for the Voluntary 
Euthanasia Society. A 
“living will" enables the 
bearer to decline life- 
sustaining treatment which 
would prolong his or her 
existence unnecessarily. Did 
Paddy have his own 
political career in mind 
when he signed up? 


MICHAEL CAINE has been 
. dissecting bis acting style. 
The British screen actor, who 
is mooted as an Oscar 
nominee for his role in Little 
Vince, recently told the US 
columnist Liz Smith that: “I 
am an un subtle let-it-all -hang- 
out performer. I call it 
parachute acting. I jump, 1 
scream and hope the damn 
chute opens." Surely, Caine 
needs a stunt double? 


THE HORROR! The horror! More 
drunken actors! How come I never 
really noticed it before? I took it for 
granted, like the smell of the stuff 
thqy use to glue backcloths, which 
gives that pungent aroma that stags 
in your memory. It’s part of the 
trade, par for the course. . . 

On tour, actors gather round one 
table endlessly boozing, boring 
themselves into a numb zone. Most 
know when to stop, but there is 
always the one for whom booze acts 
as an incendiary device blowing part 
of his brain up. He fixes you with his 
newly acquired freedom, runny eyes 
pinningyou in an accusing stare for 
being so stiff reserved or sober You 
feel guilty for not sharing this aban- 
doned jay, his uninhibited release. 
Curiously, we other actors are in- 
voluntarily forced into a kind of 
submission, admiring his out- 
rageous antics. His idiotic boldness 
we see as courage. We feel lesser as 
he grows bigger 

I was sucked into it as a young 
actor when the pub did nothing but 
seQ booze, and maybe a few crisps 
to soak up the river of been Ws would 
dash desperately to the pub after the 
show, terrified lest we should miss 
our alcoholic reward. Lake those 
newborn turtles racing for the sea, 
we raced to the pub. Conditioned 
thus to desperation, we got wasted 



STEVEN 

Berkoff 

Acting is about the only 
profession where you can 
perform the work pissed 
out of your mind 


when abroad, carried into hotels by 
sympathetic colleagues, lifted on to 
planes after international festivals. 
Didn’t even Shakespeare know 
about this? Hamlet says: “They 
depe us dr unkar ds and with swin- 
ish phrase soil our addition...” 
Maybe we were always so inclined 
We can get wrecked, since the 
acting profession is about the only 
job, apart from pop and rock per- 
haps, where you can perform the 
work pissed out of your mind. With 
memorising and repetition, once the 
words have sunk into your brain no 


amount of alcohol can budge them. 
The become like a tattoo that you 
can’t remove. 

So, paradoxically, for acting you 
need great skill to create the role 
and then, once it’s airborne, it 
seems to propel itself under its 
own volition. A dynamic company 
that included many disciplines, a de- 
manding physical theatre, would not 
be able to tolerate indulgence; nor 
could the boozy actor endure the 

pace. Every actor has a story about 
someone who has gone on stage 

blind drunk. We admire the gall, 

interpreting it as a kind of wild rogu- 
ishness. The great 19th-century 
actor Edmund could go on 
stage after copious amounts of 
brandy because he kept the same 
plays in his repertoire for years - 
obviously wisely so. 


like the rum station for sailors. I 
have to have a drink after a show as 
if to replace something, or even beep 
that sense of freedom going; how- 
ever I can’t feel comfortable with the 
idea that the liver, kidney and brain 
are invincible. 

In the Sixties there was a strong 
reaction to stolid, heavy theatre 
when young, idealistic groups 
attempted to radicalise plod natur- 
alism. The criterion for joining such 
companies was anufical attitude to- 


wards theatre, and a strong phys- 
ical awareness. Rehearsals were 
most often commenced after an 
arduous warm-up -both vocal and 
physical - and much of the re- 
hearsal (fiscoveries came from the 
warm-ups themselves. 

We were liberating ourselves 
and poured scorn on those "real” 
actors who propped up the bar at 
the Salisbury pub while, proudly we 
felt ourselves to be pioneers of the 
new movement However it was 

still the booze-and-£ags brigade 

who were getting highly paid TV 
work while we contented ourselves 
with touring the outer readies of 
Europe winning accolades un- 
known to anyone. 

But in those heady days there 
was always one acton recruited 
from the “straight” theatre, who 
wasn't happy unless he was sliding 
m his own vomit, and it was the one 
who managed somehow to sour the 
group: the boozer There was al- 
ways someone in each production 
who had a problem with his intake, 
especially when he was loosened 
frivri family and ties of England and 
could let himsrif go... abroad. 

after the idealistic Sixties 
and Seventies, life continued much 
as it had before. I flamed groups and 
again toured the outer regions of 
Europe, and » g»in there would 


always be one or two who would 


pmnya rnoiunm 

normal drinkers, curiously, thought 
of themselves as the "wets”, since 


Drams eacu ui^uv. a 

sour smeff the stinking breath, the 

lachrymose confessions. . 

That’s why I wanted to form a 
co mpany where we would continue 
to study go to the gym and not end 
up as wine-tasters. The problem 
seems endemic in the t heatr e, and 
even worse on film. 

1 have no great wish to smile and 
tolerate the malfunctioning of an 
actor; and watch as the glory we 
have won so arduously and pains- 
takingly is covered in grime when 
our hosts stare at us in (fishehef . 
However; that is rare; our actors are 
usually way above the average. 

Years ago, we had a first-class 

company but there was one actor we 

almost had to cany from town to 
town. He was on loan from a large 
subsidised company and we put it 
down to his previous under-usage 
that had demoralised him. Perhaps 
the material maketh the man. The 
junk movie and crap TV; the 
simplistic staging that makes little 
deman ds. Who knows or cares? 

But one day I should like to see 
a company of actors with the dedi- 
cation of athletes. 


The double standards that 


IF CELEBRATIONS for the 
millennium turn nasty will 
there be sufficient presence 
from the security forces to 
avert chaos? In the US steps 
have already been taken to 
tackle this problem, with 
Washington state 
announcing that 2.000 
armed National 
Guardsmen and women 
will be on duty on and 
after 31 December 1999. 

Meanwhile, in the UK 
the Association of Chief 
Police Officers* 

Millennium Co-ordinating 
Committee told Pandora: 

“If the military are to 
assist it would most 
likely be in their role of 
offering aid to the civil 
community following 
an eveat or 
accident of an 
exceptional 
nature." 

The response 
from the Ministry 
of Defence was 
rather blunter 
“If support is 
required we 
have the 
capability to 


MANY CELEBRITY endorse- 
ments have been bestowed 
on President Clinton bat 
few can have been as 
welcome as that from GaD 
Zappa, widow of rock’s 
legendary wild man. Frank 
Zappa (pictured). When 
Zappa died in 1993 both 
Clinton and Vice-President 
Gore sent Gail their 
condolences. Now one of the 
Democrats’ top donors, Mrs 
Zappa recently told the 
Washington Times that the 
President's misdemeanours 
don’t bother her and that 
Clinton “reminded me of 
Frank, in that he was really 
smart and 

perceptive and 
inclusive". 
Obviously it 
was just the 
moustache 
that told 
them apart. 


pass for Western diplomacy 
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AS I stepped out of the Radio 4 Tbday 
programme studio recently, after 
arguing with Malcolm Rifkind about 
how Muslims in this country are ex- 
cluded from the corridors of power 
a slightly edgy researcher told me 
that someone on the phone was 
screaming for my blood. 

Was he a Christian terrorist 1 
immediately wondered? Absurd. 
Depraved people are always threat- 
ening to do away with loudmouths 
like me (most are white, angry, 
pdsonously racist and anti-Muslim) , 
and sometimes I get worried enough 
to put a bucket of water under the 
letterbox before going to bed. But 
just because there are white loonies 
abroad, not all white people can 
stand accused. 

When such things happen the 
other way round, however; and a 
Muslim is involved, then, as pre- 
dictably as rain on a summer parly 
Sunday all of us Muslims are put on- 
trial For a couple of days we do the 
rounds, being questioned by bad- 
tempered men in the media about 
Muslims behaving madly. The steps 
are well practised. Militant Muslims 
such as Abu Ham 7a, the infamous 
imam of the Finsbury Park mosque 
who held a press conference yes- 
terday to condemn their host 
country, ay Jihad and the end of the 
West The media laps up the drops 
of imagined blood. Moderates then 
rush in to proclaim how wonderfully 
peaceful Islam is (Instead of being 
honest enough to say that it should 
be, but is manifestly not in too many 
parts of the world - and in pockets 
here in Britain), or theorise about 
why some of our young men are so 
angry and drawn to extremist pol- 
itics. Politicians say anodyne things 
about their good Muslim con- 
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How long will we 
cany on sending out 
Eton-educated Cuthberts 
as our ambassadors ? 


stituents, and fierce thinjp about mil- 
itants and Saddam Hussein. The 
danse macabre ends and we all get 
back into our boxes. 

Only this time, with Yemen, it is 
so horribly complicated that we are 
all stumbling to keep upright. And 
the inadequacy of analysis by the 
media, politicians and Muslims is 
being shown up. It seems extraor- 
dinary that not one politician I have 
heard has shown the courage to 
make the links between the kid- 
nappings, the recent bombing of 
Iraq, Israeli intransigence, and now 
Kosovo. The obvious influence wield- 
ed by the terrifying Captain Hook in 
Finsbury Park mosque is only en- 
hanced by the political failure. 

Ihrrorism of the heart grows 
when you feel you are being lied to. 
or when your justified rage is being 
treated with indifference. There is 
much talk in New Labour circles of 
joined- up government, yet, when it 
comes to crises such as the Yemen, 


the Government seems unable to 
think about the relationship be- 
tween global and domestic policies. 

Even the most self-critical Mus- 
lims today have no doubts about the 
double standards that operate in 
what passes for sophisticated West- 
ern diplomacy. We are not so stupid 
that we can't see how past Western 
decisions have created the monsters 
that now threaten so much of what 
we hold dean The way we are re- 
acting is also bound up with the way 
we fed we are being disregarded. 

Yemen has also revealed other 
weaknesses in the way we operate. 
The five detained men are British. 
They are people of this island, not 
spooky Martians stalking it There 
can be little doubt that there was a 
difference - as the families of the 
men complained - between the cf- 
fidal responses to the white victims 
of kidnapping and the brown men 
held for so long without charges. 

It was only really when Monica 
Davis, tiie white wife of one of the 
men, started speaking out that the 
case began to get attention. We got 
a national frenzy over Louise Wood- 
ward, and the nurses in Saudi Ara- 
bia, but nothing has been done 
about Krishna Maharaj, a British 
Asian businessman who has been on 
death row in Florida for 10 years for 
murders of which many believe he 
is innocent Our foreign policy is still 
based on the idea of them and us. 

Where are the policy-makers with 
imagination to see that this image 
is dangerously out of date? How long 
are we going to carry on sending out 
Eton-educated Cuthberts who 
should instead be redeployed as 
guides in the Victoria & Albert mus- 
eum? I shudder to think what an 
imperial leftover like Sir David Gore- 
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Celebrating Eid at a mosque 


Dylan Martinez/ Reuters 


Booth has been doing as our High 
Commissioner in India. 

Why don’t we have Muslim or 
Hindu British ambassadors to go 
into tetchy countries and do the job 
that now needs to be done? I could 
send the Foreign Office a list of urb- 
ane, educated, deeply attractive 
men and women, who could serve 
(his country and change our pres- 
ence in the world. In the Seventies 
the US used Andrew Young as a 
roving ambassador in Africa with 
beneficial results. 

But it is not only the political elite 
that needs to re-educate itseff We 
Muslims do, too. I reject the myth 
that we are all simple, put-upon, mis- 
understood people, or that even the 
most appalling Islamic country must 
be excused to prevent Western 
hegemony Our mosques are, on the 
whole, places of prayer. Some are 
more than that One or two are in- 
volved in brainwashing the young. 


All good Muslims should stand up 
and denounce these places, and 
support government action to con-, 
trol and punish the people respond 
sible. Other mosques are creating'- 
terrible unhappiness within families 
by insisting cm the coercion of young 
women and men. All these places 
have i m a ms who are sponsored by 
countries such as Saudi Arabia. 

British Muslims should fight to 
have these people ejected and de- 
ported. We need imams who are of 
the West and who can guide our 
young through the complexities of 
what it means to be a British Mus- 
lim; how you keep your identity and 
fight against Islamophobia, but also 
shed those aspects of cultural life 
that violate human rights, and not 
resist many modem ideas thatfe are 
essential in the worid to come. If we 
don t take responsibility and change 
our communities, what right do we 
have to complain? 
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6 MR SPEAKER, Mr Vice 
President members of 
the 105th Congress, 
distinguished guests 
and my fellow Americans. For 
209 years, it has been the 
president's duty to report to 
you on the state of the union. 
Because of the hard work and 
high purpose of the American 
people, these are good times 
for America. Our leadership in 
the world is unrivalled. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the 
state of our union is strong. 
However; with barely 700 days 
left in the 20th century, this is 
not a time to rest 

It is a time to build - to build 
the America that is within 
reach. An America where 
everybody has a chance to get 
ahead with hard work, where 
every citizen can live in a safe 
community, where families are 
strong where schools are good 
and where all ouryoung people 
can go on to college. 

An America where our 
scientists find cures for 
diseases from diabetes to 
Alzheimer's to Aids. 

An America where every 
child can stretch a hand across 
a keyboard and reach every 
boob ever written, every paint- 
ing ever painted, every sym- 


phony ever composed. An 
America which leads the worid 
to new heights of peace and 
prosperity. This is the America 

we have begun to build. 

We are moving steadily 
towards an even stronger 
America in the 2 1 st century an 
economy that offers opportu- 
nity, a society rooted in 
responsibility and a nation that 
lives as a community. 

Americans in this chamber 
and across our nation have 
pursued a new strategy for 
prosperity: fiscal discipline to 
cut interest rates and spur 
growth. Investments in edu- 
cation and skills and science 
and technology and trans- 
portation to prepare our people 
for the new economy. New 
markets for American products 
and American workers. 

Ebr three decades, six pres- 
dents have come before you to 
warn of the damage deficits 
pose to our nation. Tonight I 
come before you to announce 
that the federal deficit, once so 
incomprehensibly large that 
it had 11 zeros, will be simply 
zero. I will submit to Congress 
for 1999 the first balanced bud- 
get in 30 years. 

Here's the really good news; 
if we maintain our resolve, we 
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Bill Clinton 

From the State of 
the Union address 
delivered by 
the President to the 
United States Congress 


wiD produce balanced budgets 
as far as the eye can see. 

Let us say - let us say to all 
Americans watching tonight - 
whether you’re 70 or 50 or 
whether you have just started 
paying into the system - social 
security will be there when 
you need it 

I also want to say that all the 
American people who are 
watching us tonight should be 
invited to join in this discussion. 
In facing these issues squarely. 


In forming a true consensus on 
how we should proceed. Wfe will 
start by conducting non- 
partisan forums in every region 
of the country. 

And I hope that law-makers 
of both parties will participate. 

Last year; from this podium 
I said that education has to be 
our highest priority. I laid out 
a 10-point plan to move us 
forward and urged all of us to 
let politics stop at the school- 
bouse door. 

Since then, this Congress 
across party lines, and the 
American people have re- 
sponded in the most important 
year for education in a 
generation. 

I have something to say to 
every family listening to us 

tonight %ur children can go on 
to college. If you know a child 
from a poor family, tell her not 
to give up. She can go on to 
college. If you know a young 
couple struggling with bilk 
worried they won't be able to 
send their children to college 
tell them not to give up _ fog 
children can go on to college 

If you know somebody who’s 

caught m a dead-end job and 

afraid he can’t afford the 
dasses necessary to get better 
jobs for the rest of his life, tell 


him not to give up - be can go 
on to college. 

Because of the things that 

nave been done, we can makf 
college as universal in the 2lst 
century as high school is today. 
Anff my friends, that will 
change the face and the future 
of America. 


’We have opened wide the 
floors of the world’s best 
System ^ higher education. 
Now we must make our public 
elementary and secondary. 

schools the woritTs best 
Ashing nation rests on the 

nx * <rf responsibility. A society 
rooted in responsibility must 


?* we ^ re -Wte can be proud 
that, after decades of finger- 
pointing and failure, together 
we the old 
system. And we're n 0W 
replacing welfare checks with 
Paychedo. Chad care is the . 

Pn^hi fr0nUer we fece to ifc 
enable people to succeed. ft 

. , ™ ust work together 
earn together live together 

sen/e together. On the forS^f 

common enternria#* . 

si wisssf can 

9°** bless JWU A 

and God bless m,_ wB 
United States. 016 J 
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A battle too far for Paddy 
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IHjJEs PADDY ASHDOWN has been a very 

impatient man. Not for nothing 
ay, 3 was one of his more enduring nick- 

^ names "Tigger". And typically 

W Paddy is as food of his jogging as 

nij/ a most politicians are of life’s softer 
)( pleasures. As a result, those of us 
tq* who worked for him found him ex- 

tremely difficult to keep up with, 
,cj physically and intellectually. In- 

. ti deed, his liking for the Somerset 
countryside, and a brisk walk as we 
9,1 ^ discussed the challenges facing 

e "ff the party, ruined at least one pair 
J" * of perfectly good shoes of mine. But 

J H as he looks forward to an easier 

; ‘ * pace of life, he can reflect that he 

* lived up to almost all of the politi- 
cal challenges placed in his path, 
^ and brought himself and his party 
^ closer to power than any previous 
2 leader since Lloyd George, is more 

.7? than sufficient to secure his place 
^ in history. The achievement of in- 
fluence through the joint Cabinet 
?*! committee with the Government on 
first constitutional, and later foreign 
'* affairs, was something that his im- 

mediate predecessors could only 
dream about 

That Paddy is retiring because be 
feels he has achieved afl he can for 
,'™* his party is sad, but to me, not so 
jT startling. Ten years is probably 
m - enough, as David Steel suggested 
in an article for this paper to mark 
Paddy's decade as leader. Although 
... ,. . I only worked with him for a very 

time, I quickly found that 
Paddy Ashdown was a man who 
would always have to have some- 
mi|V thing to run foe I think that be has 
run out of things to run for. despite 
'Tbc his recent close personal relation- 
'•«: *ltei ship with Tony Blair. Having a pro- 

: v V7 s r ^ ject to run at was what made him 
^ ■Ki% tick, potitically. 

> When he was a soldier he had 

; -• a® battles to fight and wars to win. He 

h=; tells a good tale about some of these. 

•• He wandered into politics - con- 

:• vinced, he always said by an odd lit- 

tie Liberal man in an anorak who 
i-r turned up on his doorstep in 1971 

cint f - an ^ who wanted to talk to him 
. 4 *out “community politics”. Not 
i7~ r 'lus type, you would think, but he 
7- soon got used to the men in sandals, 
-S t . and his earlier flirtation with the 

• ■ rT: Labour Party was finally extin- 

“7 guished. His next aim was to secure 

.77 i ~~ a seat and win it He turned up in 
'.7\ J" 5- Yeovil, partly through family eon- 
7 '77 rvections of his wife Jane’s, and after 

-•■-i a J»t at it in 1979, went on town in 

1983, securing the largest swing 

• against the Conservative Party in 
the country The seat was in the 
West Country, with some liberal 
tradition. But the scale of the turn- 
around that Paddy achieved was 

•SSUallT down to a certain force of person- 
ality. After he became leader he in- 

• r.:?^ h exited a party that couldn’t even 

■ .. decide on its own name (“Democ- 

-.L'.: rats” was his own preference, one 

■* - of the few mistakes, he joked that 

j iv .02 he was ashamed to own up to). 

• -r-jii Politically his first task - anoth- 

: p v?i*- thing to run for- was to finish off 

~.l ::: the other two politics! minnows he 

-f -• found himself in competition with. 

- . ir Fi? Despite the occasional overture, Dr 

David Owen’s “continuing SDP", 
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Sean O'Grady 

Those of us working for 
him found him difficult to 
keep up with, physically 
and intellectually 


little more than a fen dub for the 
Doc, proved for a short while an ef- 
fective and irritating distraction. 
Trickier to deal with were the 
Greens, who were in feet grabbing 
part of the old Liberal appeal to en- 
vironmentalism. They too were 
seen oft The 1992 election was a 
staging post, a chance to prove that 
the party could more or less, hold 
its own, which it did. Another pro- 
ject completed 

But the political challenge which 
most tested Ashdown, and which he 
tried turning to his advantage, was 
in the shape of that new kid on the 
block Tony Blair, who became 
Labour leader in 1994. 

Blair challenged Paddy's mo- 
nopoly for freshness and energy 
when he became Labour leader in 
1994. Coming to terms with a 
“younger man” was not going to be 
easy. More significant thou g h, was 
the political sublimation of Blaic 
Rightly or wrongly, Paddy came to 
the view that Blair was, in fact “one 
of us”. That is that Blah; in his unide- 
ological, pragmatic, progressive, 
modernising way was in feet a Lib- 
eral, albeit in the loosest sense of 
the word Or at least that he had the 
potential so to become. It was a 
judgement that many in his own 
party would find difficult to accept 
The thing that Paddy Ashdown 
began to run for now was power. 
Having weaned his party off 
“equidistance” between Labour 
aiKi the Ttties, he began running for 
office. The convergence between the 
two parties, baiting and untidy. 

might aiynmm nrtatp that ambition 

It might have been possible, say 
in a hung parliament or some other 
politically surprising situation, to 
have hoped realistically for a place 
in government. This would be on 
principle, as he always said to do 
something rather than be some- 
thing. For whatever reason, such a 
moment has now, probably, passed 
(although constitutionalists will 
point out that you can be a minis- 
ter and not leader of the Lib Dems). 

Trite, the Cabinet Committee of- 
fered much opportunity for influ- 
ence. But the essential task - of 
setting it up and making it work- 
isdone. 

My guess is that as he yomped 
with his beloved pet mongrel, Luke, 
around the hills near his home he 
reflected on what the next few 


1 years offered him, and found less 
than usual to run for. Paddy some- 
times confided that he found too 
much of his time occupied by fair- 
ly pointless ritual a piece of con- 
stitutional wallpaper, turning up to 
things for reasons of protocol If he 
had ever made it to the Fb reign Of- 
fice, he would have found such du- 
ties irksome. Another four or five 
years as leader of the Lib Dems, 
struggling for attention, often ig- 
nored, and without the prospect of 
power, it ail rather palled 

In many ways ftiddy Ashdown 
will play Neil Kinnock to his suc- 
cessor's Tony Blair. In other words 
he wiD have done much, even most, 
of the hard work on changing his 
party but will be unable to reap the 
final reward. Most significant, he will 
not be around to see the dreamr re- 
alised When it does come, we will 
witness what Paddy always slo- 
ganised as “the new politics”. He 
will bequeath to his successor an 
impressive legacy (although not 
one without its debts and problems) . 
He has done an enormous amount 
to achieve the big thing he was run- 
ning for- the historic reconciliation 
between the progressive parties of 
the “centre-left”. But he read too 
much, perhaps, into Ibny Blair’s lib- 
eralism. which is not as thorough- 
going or unequivocal as he thought 
It is a Utile wishful, or possibly iron- 
ic, to place Blair in a line with Glad- 
stone, Lloyd George or Keynes. He 
also, if this does not sound too 
bizarre, placed a Utile too much faith 
in the intentions of one man, even 
if he is the Prime Minister. It was 
apparent to me that not everyone 
in Government was as enthusiastic 
about our habit of working togeth- 
er as their leader was. Many had 
rather tribal instincts. 

Paddy will miss the Party. He 
genuinely (and in stark contrast to 
Lord Steel) retained a sympathy 
with the party's grass roots that few 
other political leaders could boast 
after 10 years at the top. His party 
was sometimes suspicious of him 
but always had that nagging doubt 
that Paddy had been right before. 
He did have strategic sense. He 
loved policy. 

Paddy will not, however miss the 
House of Commons. He did not 
choose parliamentarians, on the 
whole, for his friends and was not 
the “clubbable” type. He had little 
time for the traditions and flummery 
that seem to enchant so many 
others. I suspect he also felt bad 
about the deliberate disrespect 
MPs showed at Prime Minister’s 
Questions, but he certainty did not 
show it. 

Padtty would have made an ideal 
Ebreign or Defence minister, his 
background and knowledge per- 
fectly suited to the task. Whether 
Paddy and Jane would relish taking 
up the life abroad again is a more 
moot point At all events, he will 
spend more time with his femity and 
may even write his memoirs. They 
will be an exciting tale. 

The author was head af Paddy 
Ashdown's office, J997-I99S 



Paddy Ashdown relaxes in the Leader’s office after another strategy session 
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The chief executive 
of the BBC World 
Service responds to 
claims that the 
service is being 
damaged by cuts 

RECENT PRESS reports about 
cuts in BBC World Service 
fending have been misleading 
and misinformed. 

Fhr from the “piecemeal de- 
struction" of the BBC World 
Service alleged in your re- 
port (“Foolish BBC accused of 
destroying World Service”, 19 
January) . our three-year plan 
is focusing on developing the 
World Sendee with new 
investments. 

Last year. World Service 
put in a bid for additional 
fending, and was awarded an 
extra £44m from the Foreign 
Office phased over the next 
three years - £30m for pro- 
grammes and services and 
£i4m to support new capital 
investments. 

We work in a rapidly chang- 
ing media environment where 
an increasing number of our 
listeners are moving away 
from short-wave radio to FM 
and the Internet. It is essen- 
tial that we respond to this 
challenge with a forward-look- 
ing programme of investment, 
backed up by efficiencies and 
some reprioritisation. 

Wie have broadcast on short 
wave for more than 60 years, 
and will continue to do so in 
the future. But it is going to be 
complemented increasingly 
l?y FM. The Internet offers ex- 
citing new opportunities too, as 
a global interactive medium. 

Discussions about our 
three-year plan are still con- 
tinuing with the Fbreign Office, 
butl hope to announce fen and 
accurate details soon. 

The BBC is totally com- 
mitted to the World Service 
and its global mission. 

In a period of dynamic 
change, we are determined to 
secure for the long term our 
reputation as the world’s best 
known and most respected 
voice in international broad- 
casting. At the same time, I as- 
sure you the World Service will 
safeguard its inherent values 
of accuracy, impartiality and 
objectivity. These principles 
are nan-negotiable in any age. 
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Can you imagine yourself rich? 




king 


MAYBE IT is because money is such 
an insubstantial thing that most of us 
have a hard time getting enough of it 
After all, the notes and coins in our 
pockets - themselves purely symbolic 
- form only a tiny portion of the 
money in circulation. Most of it 
consists of electronic impulses. Indeed, 
so unreal is modern money that credit 
/ard companies in the US have issued 
^astic to a dog, according to one of the 
cheery anecdotes in tins book. 

As a result of the ease with which 
money can be created, it can also be 
democratised. Funny Money is a 
grass-roots manifesto. It brings new 
meaniz^ to the injunction to go out and 
make some money. After afl, airlines 
do just that when they issue air miles, 
and stores do it when they issue 
loyalty points. As do communities 
when they launch what are known in 
this country as local exchange trading 



Thursday Book 

FUNNY MONEY: IN SEARCH OF 
ALTERNATIVE CASH 

BY DAVID BOYLE. HARPERCOLLINS. £14.99 


schemes (Lets) and in the US as 
“time dollars” schemes. 

The latter are alternative, notional 
currencies issued in return for the 
time or effort of scheme members. 
There are several variants, but basF- 
calty the scheme registers work done 
for other members in the form of 
credits, and members can draw on 
their saved credits to buy services in 
return. Most systems are run by an 
organiser with a personal computer. 

Edgar Cahn, the American fore- 
father of the hundreds of Lets 


THURSDAY POEM 

HARLEM 

BY LANGSTON HUGHES 

What happens to a dream deferred? , 

Does it dry up 
fike a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore - 
And then run? 

Does it stink like rotten meat? 

Or crust and sugar over - 
fike a syrupy sweet? 

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load. 

Or does it explode? 

Our poems today and tomorrow come From the ‘Selected Poems’ 
of Langston Hughes, reissued next week by Serpent's Tail (£7.99) 


schemes now in operation in the UK, 
noted that everybody is equal in their 
inheritance af time. Fancy lawyers can 
command a high dollar price for their 
time. Unemployed single mothers 
cannot, but through a time dollars 
scheme can draw value from their 
time and effort. 

We afl do tins informally when we 
take part in babysitting circles or do 
favours for neighbours and family in 
the unspoken give-and-take of social 
life. The schemes backed by David 
Boyle and campaigners such as the 
New Economics Foundation do it 
more formally, as a means of enrich- 
ing some of the poorest and most 
excluded members of society. 

Conventional economists tend to be 
a bit soifty about alternative-money 
schemes. Parts of this book will 
confirm the hardheaded sceptic in his 
view that the idea is a bit flaky For 
example, in a concluding list of advice, 
Mr Boyle urges us to “create wealth... 
by imagining it, visualising it- or just 
by being more generous with it 
Though to do so you have to let go of 
fee deadwood emotions of the past and 
embrace the fixture with some enthus- 
iasm, which is sometimes difficult 
when you are grin dingiy poor”. 

Certainty nobody who is conven- 
tionally wealthy got that way by such 
a New Age approach. Self-made man 
is, on the contrary typically a rather 
stingy and obsessive beast, a worka- 
hofic and the last person to bqya round 
down the pub. However for the merely 
comfortable, there is a lot of good 
sense in advice that can be boiled down 
to keeping a sense of perspective 
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Most modern money is just a series of electronic impulses Kyodo/AP 


about money. It is the same in the end 
as the basic precept that money and 
value can differ. Different values can 
have their own currency. 

The catch is that we all need a 
certain amount of conventional money 
to buy conventional goodies. We all 
need some global electronic money to 
be part of the world economy, as well 
as some homespun value to be rooted 
in our local economy. Mr Boyle’s last 
piece of advice - “don’t shop” - is, at 
least for flighty people such as me, a 
serious turn-off It’s a bit of the joyless 
Puritanism about consumerism to 
which so many alternative and green 
thinkers are prone. 

This is why “downshifting" is so 
deeply unappealing and depressing an 
alternative. Its guru, Amy Dacyczyn, 
has a three-year system of rotation to 
make her cheap sneakers last This is 
a lot weirder than visualising money. 
It is the counsel of defeat, whereas 
creatinga new currency is a counter- 
attack. There are signs that the money 


establishment is taking alternative 
electronic currencies a bit more 
seriously Bernard Lietaer, who once 
worked in Belgium's central bank, is 
one convert trying to persuade 
bankers and politicians that if they 
don’t watch out, a whole new parallel 
economy will have emerged. 

And, after all money is power. As 
Mr Boyle reminds us, Virginia and 
Maryland started minting their own 
currencies just ahead of the American 
Revolution. Alternative currencies 
are a potent means for the poor and 
comfortably-off alike to use free 
markets and new technology - so 
often seen as the weapons of the 
haves against the have-nots - in order 
to break the monopoly of conventional 
money. The world in which the dollar 
and euro are slugging it out for global 
dominance - in cyberspace, through 
the computers of the big investment 
banks - is ripe for an outbreak of 
monetary democracy. 

Diane Coyle 
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Lucky Bloke? 

Broken down — miles from home 
and about to test GEM RECOVERY Nou read on... 


GEM RECOVERY is iV mosi emergency hoed accommodation 

oimprehensivc, flexible and overnight for you and all your 
economical breakdown scheme passengers. Beal that ! 
available ludav. Du rou quality?* _ 

What it costs 

What it does . ... , . 

A special miroduciorv oner I 
Everything you need - fast ! lh( . aff-indusKc price of £ 41.1 
A call 10 pur freephone ^4 (nnrniaDy £46.501 gives you f 
hour Helpline and we'll an membership of ihih superb 
authorised garage (usually Recovery Scheme, 
within minutes) 10 fix your 
car and ue’ll refund the labour Find out more 
com. Or. ir necessary, we'll Call: 0645 645505 (local m 

cover the total cosl of recovery now. You will discover that a 
lu any address in the irK. members don't. have 10 rely < 

AJiemairvrly. well pay for road luck. They have the wisdom 
or rail travel (rrrurnL and even ihat comes with experience. 


What it costs 

A special introductory offer for 
the ail-inclusive price of £ 41.50 
(nnrniaDy £46.50) gives you full 
membership of this superb 
Recovery Scheme. 


Call: 0645 645505 (local nucj 
now. You will discover that our 
members don't have to relv on 


Compare these prices tor rimslar cover 
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Aldo van 


Eyck 


FROM THE early Sixties, when 
design was increasingly being 
reduced to a problem-solving dis- 
cipline, the Dutch architect Aldo 
van Eyck defended the idea that 
architecture, beyond being merely 
functional, should be a bearer 
of meaning. 

He gave new momentum to the 
notion of architecture as a language 
with an emotional impact and a so- 
cial-cultural scope, as the primacy 
visual medium with which human 
society expresses and reveals itself. 
He acted as the conscience of 
architecture and defended his 
humanist views with unremitting 
energy, often going against both 
the routines of established Mod- 
ernism and the deviations of 
Post-Modernism. 

Van Eyck from the outset occu- 
pied a distinct place in post-war 
architecture. From 1947, when he 
joined CIAM, the International As- 
sociation of Modern Architecture, be 
took a critical attitude towards 
the prevailing functionalism. At a 
time when the building industry 
was abundantly endowed with com- 
missions and plunged rather 
thoughtlessly into a euphoric flush 
of production, van Eyck was almost 
the onty architect at the core of 
the modern movement to formulate 
a critique of modem architecture. 
He strongly opposed its reductive 
rationalism, its obsession with 
industrial production and its alien- 
ating abstractions. 

Van Eyck held the conviction that 
20th-century avant-garde art and sci- 
ence had revealed a new world 
view, inaugurating a “new reality” 
which he considered to be the most 
legitimate base for the develop- 
ment of contemporary culture. He 
set himself the life-task of actualis- 
ing it in the field of architecture. That 
is why in the early Eighties he 
reacted so strongly against Post- 
Modernism, which he saw as an 
aberration, a betrayal of the original 
Modernist ideals. 

His identification with the 20th- 
century avant garde did however not 
mean that he shut himself off from 
the past He also developed an orig- 
inal outlook an tradition; he nurtured 
a long -lasting interest in the heritage 
of classical Western culture and 
the archaic constants of a wide va- 
riety of rjofl-Wfestem cultures. From 
this rich intellectual substrata, he 
evolved an architectural language of 
unusual eloquence. 

Van Eyck was bom in Holland in 


THE DEATH of E. A. Smith just two 
days after that of Ian Christie with- 
in one week deprived the scholarly 
community of two outstanding his- 
torians of later Georgian England. 

Through a career spanning more 
than 40 years Smith remained fas- 
cinated by the history of the decades 
between the French revolution and 
the passage of the Great Reform Act 
in 1832. He strayed occasionally - a 
brief history of the press in 1970 was 
followed by a study of the I9to- 
century House of Lords two decades 
later But his reputation is founded 
on his contribution to our under- 
standing of the Whig political tradi- 
tion and, latterty, to the history of the 
monarchy in the early 19th century, 
a period when that institution ap- 
peared, if anything, even more trou- 
bled than today. 

At a time when the historical pro- 
fession was being rapidly trans- 
formed, above all by the rise of soda! 
history Smith remained unapolo- 
geticalty attached to the traditions of 
political and constitutional history In 
his view, that approach taught im- 
portant lessons about the dangers of 
abstract principles and innovation, 
and about the British preference for 
gradual and organic change. It wifi 
have come as no surprise to those 
who attended his funeral that, in his 
retirement he found a spiritual heme 


1918, but grew up in England. He 
received a classical but unconven- 
tional education at King Alfred 
School Hampstead (1924-321 and 
Sidcot School Somerset (1932-35), 
where he concentrated on classic 
English literature, and nourished a 
passionate interest in Symbolist po- 
etry from Blake to Yeats. 

He studied architecture in the 
Hague (1935-38), and at the ZQrich 
EidgenCssiche Technische Hocb- 
schule (ETH. 1938-42), where 
architectural design was largely 

dominated hy tftt* snliri fim rtkmalism 

ofRuddpb Saivisberg, he was taught 
among others by the Baroque art his- 
torian Linus Birehlec and attended 
the classical design, course of the 
Beaux-Arts veteran A. Laverri&re. 

Ai the end of his Zurich studies 
van Etyck got involved in the Giedhm 
circle, and became close friends 
with Carola Giedion-Welcker; who 
was one of toe first classically 
schooled art historians engaged in 
an in-depth study of modem art She 
introduced the young van Eyck in to 
the world of toe 20th-century avant 
gairie and brought him m touch with 
such artists as Arp, Lohse, Van- 
tongerioo, Giacometti, Ernst and 
Brancusi, and the Dadaist Tristan 
Tsara. This proved to be of funda- 
mental importance for the consti- 
tution of van Eyck's world view and 
cultural ideology. 

In 1943 he married Hannie van 
Roojen, a Dutch fellow student 
whom he met in Zurich. After the 
wan he returned to Holland and set- 
tled in Amsterdam where Cor van 
Eesteren engaged him in the Mu- 
nicipal Office of Public Works (1946- 
51). There he designed a large series 
of public playgrounds, enabling him 
to start the experimental develop- 
ment of his formal language. 

At the same time he became in- 
volved in the . Cobra Movement 
(1948-51). He took on the defence of 
its fiery artists and designed the lay- 
outs of their major exhibitions. In 
1947 he became a member of the 
Dutch CIAM group “de 8 on Op- 
bouw”, which appointed him as adek 
egate to international CIAM. Both in 
national and international meet- 
ings. he took a critical stand from the 
start In 1954 he founded, with Jaap 
Bakema (Holland), Georges CandDis 
(France), Alison and Ifeter Smithson 
and John Voelcker (England). Tteam 
10, the group of angry young archi- 
tects who rejected the established 
analytical method of CIAM. and 
generated a new design approach 


at toe parish church of Remenham 
m Berkshire, where the main Sunday 
service, matins, followed the 1662 
Book of Common Prayer 

Nor is it surprising that Smith was 
firmly convinced of the virtues of nar- 
rative as a mode of historical writ- 
ing. IBs most important works were 
all biographies. The first Whip Prin- 
ciples and Party politics: Earl 
FitzuhQiam and the Whig party, 
1748-1833 (1975), a study of the 
fourth Earl Fitzwilliam, was a mas- 
terpiece of its kind. A deeply re- 
searched and sensitive portrayal of 
a largely forgotten figure, itwas also 
a subtle and illuminating investiga- 
tion of the survival of whig principles 
from the era of Rockingham and 
Burke to that of Grey and RusselL 
For Smith biography was not per- 
haps the only tat it was certainty the 
most appropriate, way of exploring 
historical issues such as these. 

Later subjects were more obvi- 
ous. Lord Grey, 1764-1845, published 
in 1990, the year of Smith’s retire- 
ment from Reading University was 
another magisterial work. By this 
time, however, he was becoming in- 
creasingly interested in the life of 
George IV This led toAQueenon 
Trial a volume on the Queen Car- 
oline affair published, with wonderful 
timing, in 1993, as news of other royal 
affairs was coming to dominate the 


based on “patterns of human asso- 
ciation”. Van Eyck proved to be one 
of the most inspired members of this 
group. He developed a personal 
version of the Team 10 ideology, a 
view he expounded in the Dutch ar- 
chitectural journal Forum, of which 
he was an editor from 1959 till 1963. 

After some minor projects (hous- 
es, schools, exhibitions), he gave his 
ideas a fully elaborated form in the 
Amsterdam Orphanage ( 1955 - 60 ), “a 

. house like a tiny city”. This building 
earned world wide admiration and 
was paradigmatic for a new design 
approach, the so-called “configura- 
tive” or “structuralist” approach 
which mainty developed in Holland. 
Meauwhile van Eyck made his ideas 
concrete; in the competition project 
for a Protestant church at Drieber- 
gen (1963, a prize-winning but un- 
executed design), a Catholic church 
at the Hague (1964-69) and the Sculp- 
ture Pavihon for Sonsbeek (1965). 

Afterwards he applied his ap- 
proach in the context of historical 
towns, first in his competition design 
for the Deventer town haQ (1966, an- 
other prize-winning but unexecuted 
project), and then in the urban re- 
newal projects for the Amsterdam 
Nieuwmarkt and Jordaan quarters 
(1970), and for the inner dries of 
Zwolle (1971-75) and Dordrecht 
(1975-81). His most striking contex- 
tual building is toe Hubortus House 
in Amsterdam, a home for single par- 
ents and their children (1978-81), 
which integrates a functionalist lan- 
guage within an eclectic context 

From 1983 \bn Eyck wofked in as- 
sociation with his wife Hannie. Their 
institutional projects such as a 
church for toe Mohiccan communi- 
ty of Deventer (1983-92), toe ESTEC 
complex in Noordwqk ( 1994-89) and 
the Auditor’s Office in the Hague 
(1992-97), were characterised hy 
Isomorphic forms and flowing space. 

Unlike many modem architects, 
van Eyck did not limit his love of 
modem art to constructivist cur- 
rents. He wished to embrace all 
avant-garde currents, from Cubism 
to Dadaism, from De Stijl to Surre- 
alism. In spite of their mutual op- 
positions, he conceived them as the 
diverse aspects of the same rich new 
reality, which he moreover consid- 
ered to be grounded on one funda- 
mental idea: toe idea of relativity. 

Van Eyck used to summarise 
this view with a pithy statement of 
Piet Mondrian: “the culture of par- 
ticular form is approaching its end. 
The culture of determined relations 
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Van Eyck 
believed in an 
interaction of 
opposites: A 
house must be 
like a small city if 
it’s to be a real 
home , a city like 
a large house 
if ifs to be a 
real city 9 












YVES JOUFFA began to practises* - 
a lawyer immediately after toe Sec- -v 
ond World War; and was a member - 
of the Paris bar until his retirement 
in 1992. He was a specialist in the 
law concerning building and recon - . . 
Structfoa. But his main preoccupa- - > 
tion was with liberty and justice, : 
both on behalf of the individual and , 
of groups in society. ■ • 

His experience of persecution 
was very personal. Jouffa’s father 
had been an officer in the Tsarist j 

army, who haddeserted because he 
was fearful of anti-Smmtism. He 
came to Paris and went into business* ■ 
beginning as a shopkeeper He lived A 
in toe 12th airondissement which. . 
was crowded and without social dls- . 

imetion, and it was there that his smi 

Yves was bom in 1920. Yves Jouffa 

went to local schools and to toe Lyc6e ; 

Boffin before becoming partially qual- 
ified as a lawyer at toe Paris Eaaflty. r, 
He served in the French an sr-* 
was d em obilised in 1940 and finished .. 
his i»gfll training. But on 20 August _ 4 , , 

1941 he was arrested by toe Vichy po- 
lice because he was Jewish. He was 
one of 4,000 picked up on that day and . 
taken to toe camp at Drancy. This . 
was an unfinis hed housing estate , 
near the LeBourgetairport.lt was ! 
opened specially to take in the pris- . 
oners from this particular round-up. . 

Conditions were atrocious. Pris- 
oners slept 50 to a room and toe camp 
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Tbp, toe European Space Agency at Noordwijk. designed by van Eyck 


has begun”. In this new culture, 
every frame of reference is equally 
legitimate, all standpoints are rela- 
tive, every standpoint can be re- 
garded as central But relativity by 
no means stands for relativism. 
Relativity implies that things, in 
spite of their relative autonomy, are 
strongly related and that these re- 
lations are indeed as important as 
the things themselves. 

To realise this paradoxical yet 
cheerful idea in architecture, van 
Eyck appealed to the proper spatial 
means of architecture. Rum his first 
designs, the Amsterdam play- 
grounds, he set up mutually shifting 
frames of reference, marked equiv- 
alent standpoints, and relativised the 
conventional spatial hierarchies by 
the establishment of eccentric cen- 
tres and symmetries. 

The environment he thus devel- 
oped does not appear to be a universe 
of equal repetitive spaces, but places 


of various meas ures density 
which contrast with each other and 
disdose different perspectives. In toe 
“new reality”, opposites such as 
part-whole, unity-diversity, large- 
small many-few, inside-outside, in- 
dvidual-cdlective must be reconciled 
in what van Eyck called a “twinphe- 
nomenon” an interaction of two 
opposites which only really show up 
by their mutual contrast - 

Thus, small can only be appreci- 
ated in relation to large and vice 
versa. VfcnEyck exemplified this idea 
with his 1960 metaphor of the large 
house and toe small city: “A house 
must be like a small city if it's to be 
a real home; a city like a large 
house if it’s to be a real city. In feet 
what is large without being small has 
no more real size than what is small 
without being laige. If there is no real 
size, there will be no human size." 

Van Eyck frequently set forth his 
ideas in his teachings and major 


writin gs. He tonight art history at toe 

Enschede Art and Industry Acade- 
my (1951-54), architectural design at 
the Academy of Applied Art (1950- 
66) and toe Academy of Architecture, 
both in Amsterdam. From 1966 to 
1985 he was a professor at the Delft 
Polytechnic, and from 1966 to 1984 
he was Professor of Architecture at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

He received the Royal Gold 
Medal of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects (1990), toe Fritz 
Schumacher Prize (1992) and toe 
Wblf Prize (1998). He was knighted 
Officer in the Order of Oranje Nas- 
sau and Commander in the Order of 
toe Dutch Lion (1998). 


and electricity. But Jouffe became 
one of the leaders of the inmates and 
remained in touch with the sur- 
vivors after the wac (He became the 
President of the association of those 
vtoo had been imprisoned in Dranqy ). 

The authorities released Jouffe in 
September 1942 and, refusing to go 
to Germany to work in labour camps, 
he joined a resistance unit in the 
Sartoe department, and during 1944 
fought in Nonnaifdy. 

After toe war bis political activi- 
ties were not centred on personal 
ambition. He joined small, intellec- 
tual groups which had nothing in 
common with the Communists, aoce /j 
they opposed the tyrannical system “ 
of toe Soviet Union, and little in com- 
mon with the socialists, who were 
prepared to save in aqy government 

As a lawyer Jouffa distinguished 


Francis Strauven 


Aldo van Eyck, architect: bom 
Driebergen. Holland 16 March 1918; 
married 1943 Hannie van Roo- 
jendied (one son, one daughter); 
died Amsterdam 14 January 1999. 


E. A. Smith 



Liberty and justice Reuters 
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His enthusiasm 
for history was 
undiminished. In 
the last eight 
years of his life he 
produced five 
books , more than 
many historians 
unite in a lifetime 



attention of the tabloid press, and his 
major new biography of toe most 
colourful British monarch of the 18th 
and 19th centuries is due to appear 
this year 

Had Lord Grey been published a 
fewyearseaifierSmfthwouIdsure- 
tyhave been rewarded with a personal 
chair. As it was he had to wait until 
1991 fertile arguably more prestigious 
accolade of a LittD from Cambridge, 
his undergraduate university. 

Bora in Grimethorpe in the West 
Riding in 1924, Smith followed the 
only route to Cambridge fora lower- 
middle-dass boy of his generation by 


winning an open scholarship to Em- 
manuel College in 1942. War service 
in the RAF intervened - his eyesight 
was too bad for the Army - and he 
did not take up his place until Oc- 
tober 1947. Haring married while still 
an undergraduate, he decided to pur- 
sue a career in teaching and moved 
to Reading in 1949 to take a diploma 
in education. 

Here he was spotted by Arthur 
Aspinall Professor of History at 
Reading, who appointed him to an 
assistant lectureship in 1951. For 
some years, however he was effec- 
tively AspinalTs research assistant 


On occasion Aspinall would take 
Smith with him in his Bentley on 
trips to Windsor to transcribe doc- 
uments in the Royal Archives. More 
formally he worked for both Aspinall 
and Sir Lewis Namier as a research 
assistant on the History of Parlia- 
ment These efforts received some 
■ recognition when he was credited 
with Aspinall as joint editor of a 
weighty edition of English Histori- 
cal Documents 1783-1832 (1959). 

lb a young lecturer appointed in 
the late 1980s Smith provided a per- 
sonal link with a distant past when 
the history department had num- 
bered only four people and when it 
had been possible to embark oo an 
academic career without a PhD. He 
had deep loyalty and commitment to 
the department, the university and, 
indeed, Reading itself. Be chaired 
in nu m erable committees, instituted 
the university’s staff journal and 
played a leading role in establishing 
the Reading Festival 
But it was obvious that his first loy- 
alty was to his students, among 
many generations of whom he in- 
spired gratitude and affection. Ybung 
coDeagues were equally beneficiaries 
of his willingness always to make 
time to provide advice and encour- 
agement - the only time he ever 
locked himself away was to write As- 
pinall’s obituary for The Times. 


himself by his determined defence 
of individuals. In 1954 he was, along 
Always immaculately dressed, with Andre Breton one of the com- 
Tony Smith radiated a sense of mittee who fought for the release 
leisured calm. That this concealed from prison ofMessali Hacfi, toe Al- 




remarkable energy became obvious gerian nationalist leaden In 1968 he 
to all after he had retired. In the vi- defended toe TiDtskyist Alain Kriv- 


vadous company of his third wife, ine, who had been impriso n e d as toe 
Virginia, be threw himself into toe leader of toe revolutionary Com- 
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life of toe communities of which they munist movement, and in 1969 ar- 
were a part at Henley and Dorking, gued successfully before the Conseil 


More surprisingly, perhaps, he re- Constitutionnel that Krivine had toe 
vealed that 40 years of teaching and right to stand as a candidate in the 


1 • • 
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administration had left bis enthusi- 1969 Presidential elections. 
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asm for history undiminisbed. In the In 1984 Joufe became the Presi- 


Iast eight years of his life he pro- dent of the Ligue des droits de 
duced five books, more than many Vhomme, a prestigious organisation 


historians write in a lifetime. At toe been founded at the time of the 
time of his death he was already be- Dreyfus affair at the turn of the cen- 


ginning to draft a biography of tury. His activities were many and 
William IV whom he liked, while an- varied. He fought for the rights of 
other afGeorgelH, “an evfl old man", immigrants and for the prosecution 


was being planned. of the collaborator and war criminal 

Stephen Taylor Tourier, He fought for the rights of 
women and against the excessive 
Ernest Anthony Smith, historian: powers of the police. He assisted in 


bom Grimethorpe, Yorkshire 25 I many reforms of the penal system. 


December 1924; Assistant Lectur- Perhaps the organisation to winch 


er. Reading University 1951-54, he was toe most attached was the 
Lecturer 1954-64, Senior Lecturer Committee for the Defence of the 


1964-76, Reader 2976-90; married Memory of Racist and Anti-Semitic 
1948 Daphine Greenhaigh (one Persecutions. 


CARRIAGE 

~l£>eath; 


son, one daughter; marriage 
dissolved 1978), 1978 Anne PaUis- • 


Douglas Johnson 


ter ( died 1986), 1988 Virginia Yves Jouffa, lawyer and human 
Wiucox (one stepson, one step- rights campaigner : bom Paris 28 
daughter); died RedhUl, Surrey 27 January 1920; twice married (two 


Births 


November 1998. 


chikbvn); died Paris 13 January 1999. 
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Ivan Francescato 


Heaths 




Bubbly nature 


NOT] IVAN FRANCESCATO was one of six 
i rugby-playing brothers, four of 
■ ' 1 whom played for Italy - the family 
TseJ was the first to achieve such an hon- 
our for m«gor rugby-playing nation. 
He made 38 international appear- 
ances for Italy, proving his immense 
natural talent as scrum half and 
then centre for the Azzurri 
V] Francescato made an important 
W - 1 contribution towards taking toe Ital- 
Td ian game to the brink of the big time. 
In 2000, Italy’s inclusion alongside 
toe traditional five nations will make 
2&1 it a Six Nations Championship for 
AP the first time. Francescato's sudden 


death has left Italian rugby mourn- 
ing one ofits favourite sons. He died 
within hours of complaining to his la- 
ther that he felt unwell. 

Francescato was not the biggest 
of players, at a couple of inches 
under six feet, but his trademark 
flowing long hair meant that he al- 
ways stood out in a crowd. Off toe 
field, his bubbly nature made him a 
hugely popular player. 

Roy Bish, the Welshman who 
coached Italy between 1975 and 
1977, knew toe Francescato family 
wetland selected three of the broth- 
ers for the Azzurri: 


The Francescato family came to Trevi- 
so from Sardinia. The boys' father had 
a smallholding and grew asparagus. It 
was a tough, concentrated working 
lifestyle and the Sardinian characteris- 
tics came shining through in the play of 
all the brothers. They were physically 
hard, were all so strong, fast and dever 
and were extremely skilfuL 


Bora in 1967, Ivan was the 
youngest of six brothers; three, 
Luigi, Rina Bruno, who played at in- 
ternational level, and two, Luca and 
Manuel who played at dub level in 
Serie A. Ivan took up rugby as a 
teenager and joined a local dub, 
TSarvisium. He played for them for 


several years, gaining internation- 
al recognition as a Tarvisium play- 
er before joining Iteviso’s senior side 
in 1992. He was a stalwart of toe 
Benetton Treviso side in all four of 
their European Cup rampaig ns and 
helped his club win the Italian 
Championship in 1997 and 1998 and 
the Italian Cup in 1998. 

He scored 16 tries for his country 
induding one on his international 
debut in a match against Romania 
in 1990. He was voted one of the best 
players in the 1991 World Cup, host- 
ed by England, and also played in the 
1995 World Cup. 


Michael Lynagh, the Australian fly 
half and Francescato’s Benetton 
'freviso dub-mate, said: 


had opened a bar 
in Treviso and FYancescato's per- 
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1 first saw Ivan play during the I99i 
World Cup when he was the Italian 
scrum half and he scored a wonderful 
try against the USA It was superb stuff, 
Every World Cup produces a player 
from a lesser nation who captures the 


recovering 


self in a bit of space there would be that 
huge sidestep and, with his hair (lying 
everywhere, he would be gone. He was 
not big or powerful, but he was electric 
and the supporters loved him. 


he won fris last cap inan international * 
fS nSt J S ^ uUl Africa m Bologna in My 

nSSSff Uk ^^ vebeenthes P Urbe 
needed to reclaim his Azzurri place. 


John Kennedy 


Francescato and toe Treviso fell 


toon Fyaucesctito, rugby player 
1™ 50 ’ fraty 10 February 19&- 
Treviso is January 199 9 , 
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"THE COUNTRY parson must be a stu- 
dent of human nature, well aware of all 
its complexities. He must be gifted with 
humour, understanding, and patience.” 

So wrote Frank West in i960, when 
he was Archdeacon of Newark, in his 
book The Country Parish Today and 
Tomorrow. Now, almost 40 years later, 
the wisdom which he packed into that 
influential book is as relevant as ever. 
He quoted Bishop Ken in support of the 
stricL discipline of reciting the daily 
-yjffice in the church. He asserted that 
* r the primary duty of a parish priest is 
to be the intercessor on behalf of the 
people”. Ail his wisdom, and much 
more, made the book a classic. 

There was soon a demand for a sec- 
ond edition, which appeared four years 
later. This attempted to look further into 
the future and to predict likely patterns 
of the church's ministry. 1b some extent, 
events may have overtaken his predic- 
tions; but on the whole they have been 
justified. Hie welcomed A.C. Smith’s The 
South Ormsby EJxperiment in a re- 
view. calling it the most significant 
essay in pastoral reorganisation since 
the war". 

West was well equipped to write the 
book because he was a parish priest at 
heart. Fbr the first eight years of his time 
as an archdeacon he was also the in- 
cumbent of a country parish in Not- 
tinghamshire (Upton, followed by East 
Retford) until it was considered that the 
work of an archdeacon was too de- 
. .'oanding to allow the double task; but 
Vue gave up his parish with real regret 

During this period, he found time to 
write three more books; Rude Fore- 
fathers. the story of an English Village, 
1600-1666 0949); The Great North Road 
in Nottinghamshire (19561; and Spar- 
rows of the Spirit ( 1 957), which gave fas- 
cinating glimpses into the life and work 
of country parish priests In Notting- 
hamshire from 1583 to 1911. This last 
book, hill of lively touches, was the re- 
sult of considerable research. 

The success of these writings can be 
traced bade to Vfesfs time at Magdalene 
College, Cambridge, where he read 
History and Theology. He enjoyed his- 
torical research, but that quest was 
opened by a solid grounding in the- 
ology, which provided the Christian el- 
ement and was linked to his intensely 
pastoral outlook An example of his pas- 
toral insight can be found in his book on 
the country parish: “Visiting is not out 
of date. Behind the practice there lies 
a solid theological principle - nothing 


less than the Incarnation itself. In the 
visit of the parson the people recognise 
the outward and visible sign of the 
Church's care for them as individuals. " 
He saw a sacramental principle un- 
derlying the practice of visiting. 

West was bom in St Albans in 1909. 
After attending Berkhamsted School, he 
went to Cambridge as an exhibitioner. 
He went to Ridley Hall Theological 
College, to which he returned as Chap- 
lain after a curacy in Leeds. 

His appointment as Vicar of Starbeck, 
near Harrogate, from 1938, was inter- 
rupted by the Second World War. He 
served with distinction as a Chaplain to 
the Forces from 1939 to 1946. In France 
he was wounded and saw his batman 
killed. He returned to active service in 
North Africa, Italy and South East Asia, 
where he was mentioned in dispatches. 
This period of his life taught him much 


" Visiting is not out 
of date. Behind 
the practice lies a 
solid theological 
principle - nothing 
less than the 
Incarnation itself ’ 


about human nature and about minis- 
tering to the spiritual needs of all types 
of people. The experience affected his 
subsequent ministry in civilian life. 

After the war he was appointed Di- 
rector of Service Ordination Candi- 
dates. The work involved interviewing 
countless men who offered themselves 
for ordination on being demobilised. 

After 15 years as Archdeacon of 
Newark (1947-62), West was consecrat- 
ed Bishop of Ibunton. As suffragan to 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells, he found 
himself in the varied countryside of Som- 
erset. It was the perfect setting for his 
rural interests, especially as he was able 
to combine the work with being a parish 
priest again. He and his family lived in 
the Old Rectory at Dindec near Wells; 
and at the cathedral he epjoyed being 
a member of the Chapter as Prebendary 
of Dinder. After nine years, he again 
gave up his parish owing to an in- 



West in 1962, the year be was consecrated Bishop of Taunton VPP 


creasing workload; but he did so with 
extreme reluctance. In the village he 
was greatly popular He visited regularly 
established a notable Parish Commu- 
nion service on Sundays, and re-ordered 
the furnishings of die medieval church 
in a simple and dignified way. 

As suffragan bishop, many respon- 
sibilities came his way. One which be 
took very seriously was the direction of 
post-ordination training in the diocese. 
He held frequent meetings and discus- 
sions in his home. 

West retired in 1977 to live in Aid- 
bourne. near Marlborough. He devel- 
oped a special ministry to schools, 
where his understanding of young peo- 
ple was greatly valued. He remained 
young in heart, and his warmth and hu- 
manity made him many friends. In 1980 
he published a biography of ER. Barry. 
Bishop of Southwell under whom he had 
served as archdeacon. He produced his 


sixth and final book in 1987, The Story 
of a Wiltshire Country Church. 

As he faced increasing infirmity, his 
wife Beryl remained feithfolly at his side, 
as she had done throughout their happy 
marriage of more than 50 years. 

Patrick Mitchell 

Francis Homer West priest: bom St 
Albans, Hertfordshire 9 January 1909; 
ordained deacon 1933. priest 1934: 
Curate, St Agnes, Leeds 1933-36; Chap- i 
lain, Ridley Hah, Cambridge 1936-38; , 
Wear of Starbeck 1938-42; Director of I 
Service Ordination Candidates 1946- 
47; Wear of Upton 1947-51; Archdeacon 
of Newark 1947-62 ; Vicar of East 
Retford 1951-55; Bishop Suffragan of 
Taunton 1962-77; Prebendary of Weils 
1962-77; Rector of Dinder, Somerset 
1962-71; married 1947 Beryl Renwick 
( one son, one daughter); died Marl- 
borough. Wiltshire 2 January 1999. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 

MELISSA BENN 


From personal tragedy 
to new ways of living 


MOTHERHOOD is a theme 
that has, unsurprisingly, 
been tackled by some of the 
great feminists of the post- 
Enlightenment era. Several 
of these writers, such as 
Simone de Beauvoir and Ger- 
maine Green have written 
about the topic without being 
mothers themselves. This 
has lent their arguments an 
appealing sweep and didac- 
ticism but it has also placed 
more emphasis on rationali- 
ty and free will than many 
mothers feel themselves to 
possess in real life. 

Other feminists have tack- 
led the theme as a direct re- 
sult of bearing and rearing 
children. Perhaps the great- 
est modern text on mother- 
hood is Adrienne Rich's Of 
Woman Bom: Motherhood 
as Experience and Institu- 
tion ( 1977). This work spoke 
directly to a generation of 
highly-educated post-war 
women, many of whom found 
themselves plunged, from 
their early twenties, into sole 
care of home and children. 
Rich addressed the painful 
and deep ambivalence that so 
many women feel in relation 
to their own offspring. 

The conflict between ex- 
perience and polemic can be 
traced back to the work of one 
of the first fe minis t agitators 
of the modern era. Mary 
WoUstonecraft who pub- 
lished her “Vindication of the 
Rights of Woman" in 1792. 
With its spirited arguments 
for women's economic and 
professional freedom, this 
lengthy pamphlet has been 


almost continually discussed 
since its first appearance. 

Wbllstonecraft was not a 
mother when she wrote it al- 
though it touches often on the 
theme of motherhood. Rear- 
ing a family, she argued, was 
a perfectly proper occupation 
fora woman, unlike taking an 
unhealthy interest in one’s 
appearance, but it must be 
undertaken in a spirit of self- 
reliance. “To be a good moth- 
er, a woman must have sense 
and that independence of 
mind which few women pos- 
sess who are taught to depend 
entirely on their husbands.” 

It has been suggested that 
Wollstonecraft's sharp ob- 
servations may have dated 
from her experience as a 
governess in Ireland to the 
children of a large Anglo- 
Irish aristocratic dan, the 
Kingsboroughs. Wollstone- 
craft’s jealousy of both her 
employer’s fecundity and yet 
continuing sexual allure ob- 
viously informed some of the 
biting tone of a “Vindication” 

One of the saddest aspects 
of Mary Wbllstonecraft’s life 
is how profoundly she was 
changed by her personal ex- 
perience of love and mother- 
hood. TWo years after the 
publication of a “Vindication” 
she gave birth to a baby girl 
Fanny. Just a few months 
laten her lover and the baby’s 
father Gilbert Imlay, desert- 
ed her in brutal fashion. Dis- 
traught, Wbllstonecraft tried 
to drown herself. 

Later, she was required to 
pay off today's debts and sup- 
port herself and her baby 


daughter by undertaking a 
journalistic trip of Norway 
Sweden and Denmark. The 
articles, written in the form of 
letters, speak of a very differ- 
ent WoUstonecraft to her ear- 
lier work. Their tone is sober 
and tender, particularly about 
her daughter Ruiny: 

1 Teel more than the dependent 
and oppressed state of her sex. 
I dread that she should be 
forced to sacrifice her heart to 
her principles, or principles to 
her heart. With trembling hand 
I shall cultivate sensibility, and 
cherish delicacy uf sentiment I 
dread to unfold her mind, lest it 
should render her unfit for the 
world she is to inhabit — Hap- 
less woman! What fate is thine! 

It is impossible not to feel 
touched by Wollstonecraft’s 
personal tragedy two cen- 
turies on. She was a volatile 
woman who risked all for love. 
But she also lived in an age 
where economic indepen- 
dence for women was a rari- 
ty and unmarried motherhood 
a scandal. And. of course, 
childbirth itself was a far 
greater physical risk than it 
is today. WoUstonecraft died 
of blood poisoning barely two 
weeks after the birth of her 
second daughter It is impos- 
sible not Lo feel deep gratitude 
to writers like her who have 
tried to argue for new ways 
of living for women, men and 
children, braving ridicule and 
hatred from the more con- 
ventional parts of society. 

Melissa Benn is the author of 
“ Madonna and Child: to- 
wards a new politics of 
motherhood ” (Vintage £7.99) 
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Josefina Pia 


PARAGUAY COULD have done with 
more women like Josefina Pia, the 
Spanish-born writer and artist who 
lived most of this century at her hum- 
ble suburban home in Ascuntidn. Not 
that Paraguay is short of courageous 
vomen in its recent history. It was 
'%*?imen who held the country together 
when the male population was reduced 
to one tenth in the Triple Alliance war 
il 865-70), and then severely cut down 
again in the Chaco War in 1935. 

But Josefina P18 was special. She 
kept an open house for all visitors who 
wanted to discuss history literature and 
art and equally for those who came to 
threaten her fbr her persistent opposi- 
tion to the dictator Alfredo Stroessner; 
who ruled from 1954 to 1989. 

Born in the Canary Islands in 1909, 
she went to Ascuncion in 1926 as the 


teenage bride, aged 15. of a Paraguayan 
potter and ceramics artist, Andres 
Campos Cervera. From him she learned 
to paint and make pottery. 

She began to piece together the 
shattered history of Paraguay in the 
1930s, when nobody seemed interested 
in anything but surviving hunger By the 
time die died she had published over 150 
books of history, essays on links between 
Spanish and Paraguay’s native Guarani, 
studies of native and colonial art, and 
volumes of poetry and short story. 

She lived nearpovertymosttf her life, 
but she described herself as immense- 
ly wealthy in the knowledge of two lan- 
guages and two cultures, and amused 
by the product of miscegenation en- 
couraged by personal example by the 
first Spanish governor of Ascuncion, 
Domingo Martinez de Yrala. 


In the Spanish-speaking world, her 
writing put her on a par with the 
Uruguayan Juana de Ibarbouni, and 
Chile’s Gabrieia MistraL But in surviv- 
ing them and in virtually rebuilding the 
history of a country's art and culture, 
she stood alone. 

The academic world and Latin Amer- 
icanists will remember her for her 
main works of poetry, some of her 
theatre, and for her essay on what she 
called “His panic-Guarani baroque”. 
But a wider potential audience should 
also note her remarkable exploration of 
the history of British residents in 
Paraguay, who were largely responsible 
for building the basic grid of Ascuncion. 
The British in Paraguay, 1850-1870 
was published in London in 1976, large- 
ly thanks to the effort and translation of 
toe former British ambassador in As- 
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cundOn, B.C. MacDermot, and the sup- 
port of St Antony's College, Oxford. 
Drawing on archives that survived the 
wars, Pia traced the lives and work of 
the engineers and skilled craftsmen who 
built the railways, shipyard and gov- 
ernment house for Paraguay. 

I first met Josefina Pia in the late 
1970s, when Stroessner was still strong 
in power and she in her language about 
him. Our subject was always the British 
in Paraguay. But she too faded, feeling 
herself on the sidelines of a trenderLafin 
America beyond the life of Ascuncion. 

ANDREW GRAHAM-YOOLL 

Josefina Pid. poet, historian and 
artist: bom Las Palmas , Canary 
Islands 9 November 1909; married 
1926 Andres Campos Cervera: died | 
Ascunddn 11 January 1999. ■ 


** BIRTHS, 

Marriages 
& Deaths 


Births 


SHAPIRO: On 18 January in 
Stockholm to Anna and Tony, i 
daughter. Mqja. 


DEATHS 


KARLIN: On 19 January 1999, 
suddenly; Marc, aged 51. Most 
beloved husband of Hermume 
and adored father of Alexis 
and Anna. Family funeral. A 
celebration in his memory wiQ 
beheld later. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Carol 
Plazzotta, “Portraits (in); 
Stubbs. WhistiqacketT , 1pm. 
6 ."fjte Gallery: Justine Hop- 
kins, “Sex, Creativity and 
Reputation: Rodin and Gwen 
John", ipm. 


Birthdays 

Mr Adrian Beamish, former 
ambassador to Mexico, 59; 
Dr Alan Borg, Director; 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 
57; Dr John Burnett, former 
Principal, Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, 77; Dr David Carey, 
Joint Registrar; Faculty 
Office, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 82; Lord Cayzer. 
company chairman, 89; Mr 
John Denison, former gen- 
eral manager; Royal Festival 
Hall, 88; Mr Pladdo Domin- 
go, operatic tenon 58; Mr 
George Fbulkes MP, Parlia- 
mentary Under- Secretary for 

International Development, 
57; Dr John Hayes, former 
Director; National Portrait 
Gallery, 70; Mr Kenneth 
Maginnis MP, 61; Sir 
George Humphrey Middle- 
ton, former diplomat, 89; Mr 
Jack Nicklaus, goffer; 59; $ir 
Nicholas Phillips, a Lord of 
Appeal in Ordinary, 61; Mr 
Paul Potts. Editor-in-Chief; 
the Press Association, 49; 
Miss Seona Reid, director; 
Scottish Arts Council, 49; Mr 
Paul Scofield, aetoz; 77; Mr 
Martin Shaw, actor, 54; Mr 


Aubrey Singer, former 
Deputy Director-General 
BBC, 72; Rear-Admiral Sir 
Richard Trowbridge, 79; Mr 
Laurence Whistler, glass- 
engraver and writer, 87; 

Mr Norman Willis, former 
General Secretary, TUC, 66. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Peter De Wint, 
painter 1784; Thomas 
Attwood Walraisley, organist 
and composer; 1814; Thomas 
Jonathan (“Stonewall”) Jack- 
son, Confederate general 
1824; Sophia Louisa 
Jex-Blake, physician and 
women's liberation pioneer; 
1840; Duncan James 
Corrowr Grant painter; 1885; 
Cristobal Balenciaga, cou- 
turier; 1895; Christian Dior; 
couturier; 1905; Benny Hill 
(Alfred Hawthorn HID), 
comedian, 1924. 

Deaths; Pope Paschal E 
1118; Henry Hallam, histori- 
an, 1859; Elisha Gray, inven- 
tor; 1901; Lenin (Vladimir 
Dyicfa Ulyanov), Russian 
leader; 1924; Lytton Giles 


Strachey, biographer and 
critic, 1932; George Orwell 
(Eric Arthur Blair), novelist 
1950: Cedi Blount de Mille, 
film director; 1959; Marie 
Loh c actress. 1975. 

On this day: taxi-cabs were 
first officially recognised in 
Britain, 1907; a Bill aimed at 
raising the school-leaving 
age to 15 was defeated in toe 
House of Commons. 1931; 
Edward vm was proclaimed 
king, 1936. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Agnes, St Alban or Barth- 
olomew Roe, St Epiphanius 
of Pavia, St Fructuosus of 
Tarragona, St Meinrad and 
St Patroclus of Troyes. 


TOM JOHNSON- 
GILBERT 

A service of thanksgiving for 
the life and work of Tom 
Jotmson-G3bert.mil be held 
at noon on Wednesday 10 Feb- 
ruary, at St Botolph-without- 
Aldersgate, in St Martin's le 
Grand, London ECl. 


Royal 

Engagements 

The Princess Royal, Colonel, 
The Blues and Royals, visits 
Hyde Park Barracks, London 
SWl; and, as President of 
Patrons. Crime Concern, 
attends toe Pru Youth Action 
Luncheon, London ECl. 

The Duke of Gloucester 
attends a reception for Ajex 
Housing Association, Ajex 
House, London Ni6. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Ham: 1st 
Battalion Welsh Guards 
mounts the Queen’s Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 
11.30am, band provided by 
the Scots Guards. 
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£10 a line (VAT extra). 


Ancillary relief is fixed 
by court order 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine Q 1 71-293 2011) or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


ORDINARY CONTRACTUAL 
principles did not apply to an 
agreement for the compro- 
mise of an application for 
ancillary relief: such an 
agreement could only be 
rendered enforceable by 
being converted into an 
order of the court, after 
which the rights and obliga- 
tions of the parties were 
determined by the order, 
and not by way preceding 
agreement 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of Harry 
Costas Xydhias against an 
order of the district judge in 
an ciliary relief proceedings. 

The wife had petitioned for 
divorce and applied fbr ancillary 
relief A trial date was fixed, but 
after negotiation heads of set- 
tlement were largely agreed, 
and the wife's solicitors wrote 
to the court suggesting that the 
case be removed from the list 
subject to a short appointment 
At the short appointment how- 
ever the husband’s solicitor 
stated on instructions that all 
offers were withdrawn and that 
the case would be fully fought 

The wife applied fbr an order 
that: “The respondent do 
show cause why an order 
should not be made in the 
terms of an agreement readied 
between the petitioner and 
the respondent between 22-29 
August 1996." The judge found 
that it was dear that toe par- 
ties had wished to condude 
an agreement before the court 
was called upon to dedde 
the issue, and made an order 
essentially in the terms of 
the draft agreement The hus- 
band appealed. 

He submitted that the ques- 
tion was to be decided on the 
application of normal contra c- 


UFE JS short, but it would 
be imprudent to pass by 
the author of The History 
of Veterans’ Pensions and 
Related Benefits. AF. Sis- 
son. Who was an Attorney 
is the US Government, 
took eight years on his Word 
and Expression Locater 
(1966). Distinct from a 
thesaurus, it finds words to 
suit toe desired meaning. 
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tual principles, which dictated 
that unless all the material 
terras were agreed, or the con- 
tract contained an agreed 
mechanism for ascertaining 
what was not agreed, then 
there was no contract 
Patrick Eccles QC and Edward 
Hess ( Blokemores , Leamington 
Spa) for the appellant; Michael 
Horowitz QC and Timothy Bish- 
op (Mercy Messenger. Solihull t 
fbr the respondent 

Lord Justice Thorpe said 
that ordinary contractual prin- 
ciples did not deride the 
issues in the appeal. That was 
because an agreement for the 
compromise of an ancillary 
relief application did not give 
rise to a contract enforceable 
in law. The parties seeking to 
uphold such an agreement 
could not sue for specific per- 
formance. The only way of 
rendering the bargain enforce- 
able was to convert the con- 
cluded agreement into an 
order of toe court Thereafter, 
toe rights and obligations of 
the parties were determined 
by toe order and not by any 
agreement which preceded it 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

uberale, i’. 

No sooner bad 1 bought 
a hardback for $6 than Bor- 
ders are doing toe paper- 
back recension by Barbara 
Kipfer, she of 14.000 Things 


The order was absolute 
unless there was a statutory 
power to vary, or unless vitiat- 
ed by a feet that would vitiate 
an order in a ay other division. 
The court did not either auto- 
matically or invariably grant the 
application to give the bargain 
the force of an order 

In consequence it was clear 
that the award to an applicant 
for ancillary relief was always 
fixed by the court. The payer's 
liability could not ultimately 
be fixed by compromise as 
could be done in the settlement 
of claims in other divisions. 
The purpose of negotiation, 
therefore, was not finally to 
determine the liability but to 
reduce the length and expense 
of the process by which the 
court carried out its function. 

Litigants in ancillary relief 
proceedings were subjected to 
great emotional and psycho- 
logical stresses, particularly 
as the date of trial approached. 
There were sound policy rea- 
sons supporting toe conclu- 
sion that toe judge was entitled 
to exercise a broad discretion 
to determine whether toe par- 
ties had agreed to settle. The 
court had a clear interest in 
curbing excessive adversar- 
ial! tv and in excluding from 
trial lists unnecessary litigation. 

A more legalistic approach, 
as the present case illustrated 
only allowed the inconsistent or 
manipulative litigant to repu- 
diate an agreement on the 
ground that some point of draft- 
ing, detail or implementation 
had not been dearly resolved 
It was to be hoped that a case 
such as the present, requiring 
the exercise of the judge's 
discretion, would be a rarity. 

Kate O’Hanlon 

Barrister 


to Be Happy About AJE Sis- 
son is surety number 14,00L 
Both editions have their 
uses. No crib, it makes one 
verify whether a word is the 
precise one, as I did when 
wanting something to de- 
scribe the way in which a 
particular piece of prose 
was “iueOed” - uberated, 
from the Latin for udder, as 
used by Coekeram in 1623. 



DILEMMAS 

WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 

Should I throw out my 
drug-dealer son? 

Anne’s 24-year-old son lives at home, stays in bed till late, watches TV 
and gets extra money from drug-dealing.Though clever, he dropped 
out of A-levels. His father wants to throw him out, but Anne worries 
he'd get further into drugs and end up in prison. What should she do? 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


A part from the drug-dealing and 
the age, Anne's son could be me 
as a 19-year-old. I never took A- 
levels, dropped out of secretarial 
college and art school dropped 
out of finishing school in France, and spent 
a good nine mouths mooching around at 
home wondering what to do and feeling de- 
pressed and aimless. God knows how 1 sur- 
vived, but had there been drugs readily 
available to deal in, who knows - 1 might have 
supplemented my income by buying small 
bits of dope and flogging them to friends. 

I wasn't thrown out of home, but events 
took place that forced me to think about get- 
ting somewhere of my own, and that got me 
started. As for Anne's son, there is no real 
reason for the status quo to change. He's got 
a bed. he's got food, he's got television; and 
every night be can go out get stoned, do 
a few deals and roll back home. 

Smoking dope, which presumably 
he does, will take away most of his 
motivation, and so the situation 
could well go on for ever. He is 24, 
which is a bit elderly to be doing the 
lo afln g-around n umb er, and the 
longer he stays at home doing 
nothing, the less self-respect he win 
have, the longer the gap will be on his 
Cy and the more depressed he’ll be. 

Probably it would be kind- 
est to encourage him to 
move out He could be 


aed. do first stop 
tral 


^r 


given lots of time, and some financial help. 
At least he would have to get up in the morn- 
ing to look for rooms. And if he became a 
drug-dealer it would be terribly sod, but at 
24 he has to take responsibility for his own 
life and its consequences. The last policeman 
1 talked to, who was head of a London sec- 
tion, said he longed for drugs to be legalised 
because drug-dealing kept young people off 
the streets and in work. 

And if he did end up in prison, at least he'd 
have endless opportunities for doing good 
and bad. As he is, he is barely living. Better 
to have lived and lost than never to have lived 

at all But that’s obviously not an option ifs 
easy to risk when your own son's involved. 
My advice would be to pay for him to go round 
the world, if Anne could afford it Make him 
into a ticket-oMeave man- Ensure that the 
first stop is not Amsterdam, bat rather Aus- 
tralia, staying with a cheery out- 
doorsy sheep farmer. This is a way 
of getting rid of him but disguising 
it as an exciting experience. 
Which it is. If he goes to India, he 
cannot foil to appreciate how in- 
credibly lucky he is. If he stays 
g, with Anne, he will know nothing 
» but the patterns mi his own four 
walls, the glimmer of daytime TV 
and the gloomy smell of dope 
down the pub. No life for a 

ynnn gm^n Or inde ed 
anyone. 



READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 


I know bow he feels 
I think that I am si milar to 

your son. I have always 
been multi-talented and of 
above average intelligence. 
I have a problem of not 
being able to stick to any 
one project for long. 

After school, I was tom 
between art school and 
doing a business degree. I 
am now' at Nottingham uni- 
versity’, but recently went 
over a rough patch and 
threatened to drop out in 
favour of art school 

Fbrtunately. my parents 
were firm and told me that 
they wouldn't support me 
to go to art school until I 
had finished my degree. 

I think you should tell 
your son that you will not 
support him at home any 
longer; but will pay for him 
to gain qualifications, then 
help him find a place to 
stay. Perhaps you should 
help in guiding him to a 
career that utilises his 


creativity, and involves a 
lot of dynamic change. 
NAME AND ADDRESS 
SUPPLIED 

Aim for a happy life 
My brother; now 57, has 
never stuck at anything for 
more than two or three 
years but he's successfully 
mastered and practised a 
huge number of skills. 

He's been a commercial 
traveller; a jobbing builder; 
a district counriUoi; a 
sheep-breeder... 

1 am sure my parents were 
worried about him when he 
was in his twenties, but 
he’s had a happy life and 
has a lovely family and 
host of friends - what more 
could one ask? 

JOHN HAWGOOD 
Durham 

Be cruel to be kind 
Ten years ago, I relied on 
my grandparents for every- 
thing. I was into drugs, and 


stole money from them to 
fund my diversions. I 
believe this was because I 
suffered from cataclysmi- 
cally low self-esteem. But 
the reason was that I never 
did anything constructive. 
Anyway, I was finally asked 
to leave their home, and 
drifted into a series of low- 
paying clerical jobs, until 
finally I got my act togeth- 
er and went back to schooL 
Now I am about to get my 
degree, and have a place 
on a graduate trainee 
programme. I value my 
achievements because I 
have earned them, rather 
than had them bestowed 
upon me. 

Forcing me to leave 
home was the best thing 
my grandparents ever did 
for me. You may want a 
good life for your son, but if 
he chooses not to accept 
your gifts you can’t force 
him to. It’s up to him. 

B FOWLER 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, 

My girlfriend and / have 
beenliving together Jbr three 
years and things haven't 
really been going right, de- 
spite lots qf talking. Now she 
wants a trial separation. / 
worry that once we part 


toeUnever get back together 
again. Should I insist on 
hanging on, or should I go? 
Yours sincerely , Brian 

Anyone who has advice 
quoted wtU be sent a bouquet 
from Intcrflara. Send let- 


ters and dilemmas to Vtr- 
ginia Ironside, Thelndepen- 
denf, 1 Canada Square , 
Canary Wharf, London E14 
5DL,fax 01 71-293 2182, or e- 
maU dUemmasta independ 
entco.uk - giving a postal 
address for the bouquet 



Neville Elder 


Hilly Janes with her son: T used to give in to his demands, now he accepts that mommy is not such a pushover* 

A housewife’s choice 

Leavi ng a stressful career to care for her son and keep house has been a 
relief and a revelation for Hilly Janes. But it’s also created an identity crisis 


H ardly a day goes by 
without fresh sparks 
flying in the debate 
about whose turn it 
is to get a seat on the 
board/put the rub- 
bish out/tidy up the 
Duplo. On as a sociologist might put it 
“Gender, family and the workplace in a 
post-feminist erac discuss.” Now Madon- 
na has fanned the flames with her de- 
rision to stop working and spend more 
time with her daughter; hot on the heels 
of Suzanne Franks and her new book, 
Having None of It Men , Women and the 
Future qf Work. 

I have been following the latest de- 
velopments with particular interest be- 
cause I recently traded my full-time, 
highly paid executive job for full-time 
housewifely and motherhood- Reader; 
these words are written by a woman who 
made her own marzipan this Christmas. 

Before I explain how it feels, let me 
explain why. I am typical of my genera- 
tion in that I put off having children until 
my biological clock said 11.55pm. I may 
have got it all later than most but by the 
time I was 44, this summer; I definitely 
had it all: careen husband, child, house, 
dishwasher the lot 

So what wrat wrong? It wasn’t just the 
10-hour working days - that’s the norm 
for plenty of us. Like many other em- 
ployees in the Nineties, in no matter 
what profession, my company was going 
through endless cutbacks and restruc- 
turing. My husband had given up his job 
to study for an MBA full time and spent 
more hours glued to the computer 
screen than I did, Sundays included. I 
saw my son for about an hour a day dur- 
ing the week 

Unless 1 was able to sleep in on Sat- 
urdays and excused any form of human 
contact until lunchtime, I would spend 
the weekend in a fog of tiredness until 
about 10pm on Sunday when I'd finally 


perk up, just in time for bed at lO^Opm. 

Sometimes I felt dizzy at work and had 
tingling pains in my arms. The GPsaid 
I was hyperventilating. I had two mis- 
carriages in two years. “Shabby" was 
howone of my best friends described our 
house, and she was being tactfuL No 
wonder; it was suffering from total ne- 
glect Not that it really mattered, “din- 
ner party" was not part of my 
vocabulary. 

When the chance came to stop, I leapt 
at it Ttoo things made it possible. My 
husband’s Herculean efforts in front of 
the computer means that he is now well- 
paid enough to support all of us. I man- 
aged to negotiate a generous settlement 
from my employer. My husband’s new- 
job would be very demanding, but at 
least we wouldn’t both be in the same 
boat We could even afford to keep our 
nanny on part-time. Smug? No. I know 
how lucky I am. 

“How does it feel not to work at alL 
what do you do all day?” people ask 
mostly of the workaholic variety: “How 
does it feel to be on Planet Tharg total- 
ly naked apart from a pair of rubber un- 
derpants on your head?” would be a less 
alien concept, judging by the look on 
their faces. 

In many ways it feels great Most of 
my former colleagues don't recognise 
me. Only one of them had the nerve to 
say why: “You look 10 years younger." 
Bedtime is no longer 10.30pm. I’ve seen 
more films, plays and exhibitions and 
read more books in the last six months 
than in the last six years. 

Tm still having problems pronounc- 
ing “dinner party”, but at least I've 
started cooking proper meals again 
and stopped shopping for World Warm 
When I worked all day, some repressed 
mothering instinct had me filling tiie late- 
night supermarket trolley with extra jars 
and tins of food, just in case. Most of 
them never got eaten. 


I keep weekends free of household 
chores so that we can go on outings as 
a family. Now my husband gets a lie-in 
on Saturdays. I spend one day a week 
visiting my elderly parents. Our house 
has had a fresh lick of paint and the char- 
ity shop has benefited from a major de- 
cluttering session. 

Best of afl, my relationship with my 
son has improved no end. We are sim- 
ply more at ease with each other In my 
experience, the worlds of the busy 
executive and the capable mummy 
were totally at odds. Because time with 
him was precious, and I wanted it to be 
fun. Td give in to his demands. No prizes 
for guessing who was in charge. I am 
sure I was not the only working parent 
who felt a sense of relief as I left the 
house on Mondays for the place I felt 
more at home in: the office. 

Now I understand that arguing with 
a small child is futile. Changing the sub- 
ject works far better; but this demands 
energy, playfulness, being on his wave- 
length. the very attributes that may be 
in short supply if you can't quite switch 
off from a problem at work or the four 
loads of dirfy washing in the laundry has - 
ket Now- he accepts that mummy is not 
such a pushover; and I accept that if he 
doesn't like the new book, so what? 

Renegotiating the ground rules with 
my husband is trickier I am not a gra- 
cious housewife. Take last week’s row 
about bananas. Why. I asked, should I 
lug home vast quantities of fruit from the 
supermarket, only for it to disappear into 
his briefcase? Don’t they sell fruit in the 
West End, where he works? After all if 
1 found time to do all the shopping when 
I was working, how come he can’t buy 
a few bananas? 

There used to be a joke about how the 
only thing working women needed to get 
to the top was a wife. I found it funny 
then, but I don't now. If my husband had 
agreed to put his career on the back 


burner for the sake of our mutual san- 
ity how much further up the greasy pole 
could I have slithered? I find these feel- 
ings of resentment h umiliating . Have I 
really got nothing better to do than 
squabble about bananas? Can’t 1 just be 
grateful that he is supporting me? 

And why cant I get my act together? 
Being a housewife demands self-disci- 
pline and organisation, and even after 
six months I feel inadequate. Life used 
to be simple - get up, go to work; come 
home. Now the days and weeks have no 
mternal rhythm. It is afl tro easy to frit- 
ter away the free time between dropping 
my son off at nursery and (ticking him 
up two hours later Unless I write com- 
mitments down I risk double-booking 
mysell or forgetting. And how come last 
night we ran out of milk, when I had been 
at home most of the diy? 

No doubt, practice makes perfect But 
there is something else that will not im- 
prove. When I was working I remind- 
ed myself frequently that certain people 
were interested in me because of what 
I was, not who I was. Knowing it was one 
thing feeling it is something else, and 
the further I paddle my canoe from the 
familiar shore where status is measured 
in job titles and pay cheques, the scari- 
er it gets. “You feel as if you are falling 
off the edge of everybody’s radar; and flfs 
frightening you," my husband said, and 
he's right 

I know what the pundits will say about 
Madonna. Good for her. But it's all very 
well she's the boss. What about the rest 
of us? And well point a finger at em- 
ployers and politicians who refuse to im- 
plement family-friendly working policies, 
put the blame on anybody else but our- 
selves. Perhaps we could start looking 
for the answers closer to home. Next 
time you meet somebody who makes 
their own marzipan, ignore the rubber 
underpants on her head, and show a 
little respect 
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LICENSING ACT 1964 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR NEW JUSTICES LICENCE 
COURT; Brentford Magistrates' 
Court. Martel Place, Brentford. 
REARING QATEiTIME; 
nroradiijr II February 1999 n 
iL5pm 

PREMISES: StaH Shop within 
Alpha Retail Warehouse. Green 
Lanes, Hounslow. 

APPLICANT: Gareth Daniel 
CnstaJf. 

ADDRESS: 7 Shire Close. 
Bagsbou. Surrey GU19 5FA 
TRADE OR CALLING: Tobacco 
and Wine Boyer 

APPLICANT: Nicolai Phibp Rac. 
ADDRESS: 23 The Giwc. 
WuiKombc. Avan BS25 1IR 
TRADE OR CALLING: General 
Manager. 

TAKE NOTICE that Applicants ) 
intend 10 
Sessions for 
be held al the place date and lime 
shown show.' for the grant to (brat 
of a Justices' Licence authorising 
them to sell retail Imouatnig 
liquor of all description* far 
consumption ofT (be above 
prenwes. 

Duett 12 January IWJ. 

Paisncr & Ca 
Booveric House. 

IS4Fkel Street. 

London EGlA 2D0 

Scholar . r and Jutiumcu Again 

for and m behilf of the 

.Appdauus 


apply ai the 
(or the Hid Division to 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER tor that apodal 
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CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 
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poetic Licence 

BY MARTIN NEWELL 

ILLUSTRATION BY MICHAEL HEATH 

The development of Battersea Power Station has stalled 
again, after a wrangle over a £5m parcel of land which ad- 
joins it. The London landmark, whose Art Deco turbine- 
hall fen silent almost 30 years ago, looks set to go into a 
third decade of controversy over its foture use. 

BATTERSEA POWER STATION 
FROM A TRAIN 

Rattling back of Battersea 
A dirty decade on the run 
The scuzzy old south London train 
Chugs gamely on 
Der-dun der-dun 

Past billboards, gardens, terraces 
From Clapham Junction, winding round 
Towards a grey and turbid Thames 
Victoria bound. 


A stereogram-turned-upside-down 
Its legs like cannons, bristling up 
As jam-packed trains go groaning by 
It threatens the anaemic sky 
Unveil the sun 
Der-dun der-dun. 

Way over on the Chelsea Bridge 
Where white-scarved ton-up boys met up 
Who raced and crashed then married young 
The shadows of its chimneys hung 
On summer nights. 

The sweat and tears of engineers 
Religion: Church Of Indus tiy 
Worked harder than a percheron 
The guts ripped out, the turbines gone 
The scrapyard won 
Der-dun der-dun. 



Immortalised by album sleeves 
Re building causes heads to turn 
6ms en route to ^ 
Still try to solve the missing §£ 
Phenomenon. ^ 

But somewhere in the yellowed na c* 

lb? a C ^h P i lar i ner looked 

The architect was having fun 

Der-dun der-dun 

Der-dun der-dun. 
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Fresh in from Frisco 

Compared with its Angeleno neighbour, the San Francisco Symphony is an unknown quantity. But as London 
audiences will discover tonight, under Michael Tilson Thomas it’s a world-class force. By Matthew Daines 



MTT balances the needs of the core audience with his support for new music San Francisco Chronicle 


F ollowing dose on the heels of 
the predominantly Wfest Coast 
visitors to the Barbican Cen- 
tre’s “American Pioneers” 
series last autumn. Californ- 
ian musicians are back in 
c^ondon once again tonight when the San 
y rancisco Symphony makes only its sec- 
ond London appearance since Michael 
Tilson Thomas became its principal con- 
ductor in 19%. Having previously held the 
same position with the London Sympho- 
ny Orchestra since 1988, Tilson Thomas is, 
of course, no stranger to the Barbican, but 
liis appearance with the SFS marks a new 
high-water marie in American music. It sig- 
nifies not only the growing stature of 
American symphony orchestras outside 
the “big five" - New York. Boston. Cleve- 
land. Philadelphia and Chicago - but also 
a coming of age for West Coast musical life. 

Unlike the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
which gave two sensational performances 
at last summer’s Proms, the recent 
achievemen ts of the San Francisco Sym- 
phony have largely gone unsung. Indeed, 
the city of San Francisco itself has long 
languished in the shadow of Los Angeles, 
which attracted a string of emigre com- 
posers during the inter- and post-war 
years: Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Korngold 
. jnd Martinu all made their homes there. 
•Viie San Frauds co Bay area, meanwhile, 
cultivated native Californian composers 
such as Henry Cowell, the inventor of the 
cluster; who grew up in the southern sub- 
urb of Menlo Park, and his student Lou 
Harrison, John Cage's micro tonal collab- 
orator; who spent his spare time studying 
scores in San Francisco’s public library. 
It also witnessed the birth of American 
minimalism. LaMonte Young studied at 
UC Berkeley in the late Fifties; Steve Reich 
came west a fow years later to study with 
Darius Milhaud at Mills College, Oakland; 
in 1964 the San Ftandsco Tape Musk; Cen- 
ter acted as midwife to Terry Riley’s 
m inimalis t classic In C. 

The San Francisco Symphony, too, has 
.^enerable history. Its first concert- 
mL’stei; Louis Persinger, attracted the 
New York-born Yehudi Menuhin, who 
m?de his concerto dObut with the SFS in 
1926, as well as the Russian-born Isaac 
Stern, who made his debut with the or- 
chestra 10 years la tec Its most illustrious 
conductor during the Thirties and Forties 
was Pierre Monte ux; Seiji Ozawa became 
principal conductor in 1970. But recently, 
it’s the name of John Adams, the composer 
of Nixon in Chino, that has been most in- 


moved to the city after graduating from 
Harvard in the early Seventies and become 
director of the Contemporary Music En- 
semble at the San Francisco Conservato- 
ry. So when the Dutch conductor Edo de 
Waart was appointed principal conductor 
of the SFS in 1977 and began, as he recalls, 
“looking for someone young to help me find 
my way around American music”, Adams 
wa s the obvious choice. 

•'i;.’3flUton Salkind, then president of the 
Conservatory, made the initial introduc- 
tions. Peter Pastreich, executive director 


of the SFS. also brought Michael Steinberg 
from Boston as artistic adviser. With this 


Music" series was bom. ushering in a gold- 
en age of musical life in the dty and record- 
ings of such Adams classics as Shaker 
Loops, Harmonium and Harmonielehre. 

“Certainly it was the most exciting four 
or five years of my life," reflects De Waart 
from his new base in Sydney. Australia. “1 
had a sense that something good was hap- 
pening, but how good it was I didn't realise 
until later.” Fbr Adams. the experience of 
programming the “New and Unusual 
Music" series and the chance to write for 
the San Francisco Symphony the was ap- 


pointed composer-in-residence in 1982) pro- 
vided the environment he needed to learn 
about orchestral writing. 

“The relationship between Edo and 
John was such a good example of a col- 
laboration between a music director and 
a composer, this kind of intricate touching- 
up of details in rehearsals and kind of give- 
and-take,” says Joija Fleezanis, former 
co-leader of the orchestra. “Hie whole ar- 
ch estra was reaUy a kmd of laboratory for 
him. .. This stuff was really fresh -very re- 
cently out of the birth canal, as it were." 

After De Waart’s departure for Min- 
nesota in 2985. the SFS consolidated itself 
as a world-class orchestra under the dir- 


ection of the Swedish conductor Herbert 
Blomstedt who went on to put it on the mu- 
sical map with tours of Asia, a stunning 
debut at the 1990 Salzburg Festival, and a 
series of acclaimed recordings for Decca. 

But the iconoclastic tradition of San 
Francisco’s musical forefathers finally 
came foil circle in 1995 with the appoint- 
ment of Bernstein’s protege Michael 
Tilson Thomas as principal conductor. As 
an American-born, native-Angeleno con- 
ductor Tilson Thomas is a rare commodify 
His appointment builds on the strengths 
of both his immediate predecessors: the 
massive personnel changes made by De 
Waart who replaced almost half the play- 


ers. and the discipline and stylistic finesse 
cultivated by BlomstedL According to 
Peter Pastreich. who has managed the or- 
chestra for more than 20 years, “Michael 
brings an interest in similar repertory to 
Blomstedt but there's more showmanship 
and a more outward-going and commu- 
nicative approach. And he's got the en- 
semble to do it with.” 

More significantly, Tilson Thomas’s in- 
terests in Cowell and Harrison constitute 
a living link to San Franrisco's iconoclastic 
musical past while his penchant for 
American composers manifests itself in 
subtle programming that balances the 
needs of the core symphony audience with 
his support for new music. Thus the 
programme be brings to the Barbican this 
month combines classic American muse 
- Charles Ives’s Three Places in New Eng- 
land (or A New England Symphony) - 
with Prokofiev's Fifth Symphony and 
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto (with 
Gil Shabam). 

Tilson Thomas's masterstroke, though, 
has been to start performing the music of 
composers whom he counts as his friends 
and mentors outside the traditional sym- 
phony season. A series of new summer fes- 
tivals began in 19% with the two-week-long 
“An American Festival": the sight of MTT 
(as Tilson Thomas is universally known) 
improvising with members of the Grate- 
ful Dead was the talk of the town. “Cele- 
brations of the Sacred and Profane” and 
a Mahler festival followed. This summer's 
event promises to focus on the music of a 
single 20th-century composer. “These fes- 
tivals are part of what mates Michael want 
to be in San Francisco,” says Pastreich. 
“They are that important to him " 

MIT’s tenure at Davies Symphony Hall 
began with a free outdoor concert at- 
tended by 11,000 people. Free open-air con- 
certs that make up the Sterngrove 
Festival confirm how hard the orchestra 
works to capture the heart of the dty. But 
San Francisco has always taken its cul- 
ture seriousty. A key component of its 
healthy arts scene has been the hotel tax 
levied on visiting tourists; the proceeds 
go direct to the city’s arts budgets. 
There's no denying, tea that the size of 
the dty’s large gay population, with its 
higher-than-average disposable income, 
is highly advantageous for the arts. 

Sophisticated programming, aggres- 
sive outreach, imaginative educational 
initiatives and creative audience-devel- 
opment techniques can all be found in Eur- 
ope. But the rise of the San Francisco 
Symphony is the story of a regional or- 
chestra that’s turned itself into a world- 
class ensemble by reinventing itself to 
reflect the changing needs of 21st-century 
audiences and the diverse communities it 
serves. It’s a salutary tale with valuable 
lessons about a distinctly Californian ap- 
proach to an American problem - lessons i 
that regional orchestras in Europe might 
usefully follow. 

Michael TTIson Thomas conducts the San 
Francisco Symphony at the Barbican 
Hafl. London EC2 <0171*38 8891) at 7. 39pm 
tonight 


It’s a 
kind of 

magic 

THEATRE 

STREET OF CROCODILES 

OUEEN’S THEATRE 
LONDON 

ITS NEARLY seven, years now since 
Theatre de Complidte’s Street of 
Crocodiles began life in the Cottesloe 
and took the breath away with those 
stupendous opening images. Figures 
from tiie story's past hatch out of 
crates of books or emerge, splitting 
plumes of water, from tin baths. And. 
above all the rest in more senses than 
one, a man walks down a brick wall at 
the back of the stage so that we seem 
to be getting an aerial view of a 
saunter along a moonlit street “Is that 
abseiling or magic?" asked my ll -year- 
old assistant as we watched this 
wondrously inventive and moving 
revival at the Queen’s Theatre. We 
both readily agreed that the more 
perceptive answer would be “magic”. 

The piece works even better in the 
current larger space, the sheer height 
of the stage creating a brooding, 
shadowy top layer over this 
phantasmagoric plunge into the 
creative imagination of Bruno Schulz, 
the Polish-Jewish author, shot dead by 
an SS agent in 1942. whose weird 
stories are the launch-pad for the 
show. Looking at my old review. I found 
that I concentrated mostly on the 
earlier parts of this expressionist, 
physical-theatre event Perhaps 
because I was viewing it with an 
impressionable child, I was more 
bowled over this time by the 
harrowing later stages, scored against 
searingly bitter-sweet and agonised 
string music. 

The sinister sound of an army patrol 
punctuates the piece in which the 
lanky, sensitive Cesar Sarachu once 
again plays Joseph, the Schuiz- 
surrogate at bay in a dark, totalitarian 
regime. Books - their vulnerability and 
transformative powers - are a strong 
and recurring image. Flapped about, 
alongside brollies, they become the 
exotic aviary of the hero’s eccentric 
father. On when the outside threat is at 
its greatest, rows of volumes 
cascade from the shelves with the 
frightening speed and force of a 
long, coiled spring. 

My companion said that much of it 
reminded her of Alice, if with a sadder 
undertow. The company creates a 
surreal, balletic world in which would- 
be lovers strain towards each other in 
an attempt to join the matching halves 
of symbolically broken plates, hindered 
by great bolts of cloth from the father's 
drapery store. And there's the 
marvellous final sequence when, after 
being shot, Joseph strips down to his 
undershorts and is passed tenderly, like 
a tiny baby, down the row of his family. 

A piercing image of the prematurity of 
that loss. 

Paul Taylor 

Booking (0171-494 5040) to 20 Feb 


deli bly linked with the orchestra. 

Adams, a native New Englander, had triumvirate in place, the “New and Unusual 


Be faithful to your dreams 


ONCE UPON a time not so 
long ago, that sixtysomething- 
year-old Irish poet Brendan 
Kenneliy was a raucous, joy- 
ously blaspheming sort of an 
individual who was in the busi- 
ness of ruffling feathers - re- 
member the one about James 
Joyce having dinner with the 
Holy Fhmfly for example? This 
week, he seemed altogether 
different - calmer; more sub- 
dued, more ethereal some- 
^ as though you might be 
able to put your hand straight 
through him. What happened? 

In October 1996 he under- 
went triple heart-bypass sur- 
gery. Immediately afterwards 
he began to have dreams, if not 

visions. A man made of rain 
was beckoning to him, inviting 


READING 

BRENDAN KENNELLY 

THE VOICE BOX 
LONDON 

him to journey at his side and 
talk with him about this and 
that The experience turned 
into a long sequence of poems. 

The way in which a poet 
reads is always a guide to 
what he is reading. In the past 
Kenneliy has thrown down his 
words like a challenge, an 
indictment to rude literary be- 
haviour At The Voice Box he 
is turning over the pages of his 
book in a pernickety, chasten- 
ed, ruminative way, and read- 
ing tiie words as if, though 
having written them, he is still 


in pursuit of their significance. 
He is presenting us with a jour- 
ney along roads which he is 

Still walking. 

Before a section called 
“Flowers and History” he 
pauses, flinging off his spec- 
tacles, to talk about some- 
thing wondrous that happened 
during one of these spectral 
conversations. The free is 
fleshy, the cheeks a scoured 
apple-red, the grin companion- 
able, the filmy eyes a delicate, 
cornflower-blue. One arm of 
his spectacles is heavily 
swathed in dear SeHotape. 

The anecdote, once it be- 
gins, seems to take you by the 
elbow in some warm snug. It 
could go on for even And you 
would probably want it to-had 


you time. “It’s all about our 
being walking graveyards,” he 
says. “About the exhumation of 
memory -which is as mud) a 
part of writing a poem as it is 
of writing a piece of music. 
These voices were coming at 
me, some from when I was as 
young as three or four...” 

He recalls one in particular, 
the voice of Mary Ann, a neigh- 
bom; Well, it is not so much the 
voice be remembers, as the 
way she used to laugh - throw- 
ing her head back until her 
false teeth fell out, as she 
bragged about her pension. 

Then, finally, the man made 
of rain, ever serendipitous, in- 
vites him to visit the grave of 
his father and to dandle his fa- 
ther's bones in his hands. Ken- 


nelly recalls his father with 
gentleness and affection. “He 
was such a lovely, intelligent, 
laty man," be tells us, “who al- 
ways used to say tbat the 
streets of Ireland were never 
well aired before 11 o'clock.” 
Then his mood darkens. “He 
was also an example of the far 
and against mind, the idea 
that we have an enemy and 
tbat there are no complexities. 
He was a C ollins man himself” 
Then down he goes, into 
that blue Shannon light of his 
father's grave, peering about 
for those marvellous speaking 
bones. “The thing is not so 
much to explain the dreams as 
to be faithful to them.” he 
adds, shouting up to us. 

Michael Glover 


And the outlook is unsettled 


BAD WEATHER is the singu- 
larly off-putting tide of a long, 
elusive, often inexplicable yet 
also strangely rewarding new 
play by Robert Holman which 
opened last year at Stratford’s 
Other Place, and transfers to 
The Pit The impulse to shout 
“No, I really can’t believe a 
word of this" is checked, again 
and a gain , by sequences that 
suddenly succeed in assenting 
their own delicately nuanced 
criterion of credibility While 
/^sven Pimlott’s production 
may be too evenly paced, it 
cumulatively hypnotises you 
with its intent, unhurried ded- 
ication to the play’s vision and 
the detailed truthfulness of 
the performances. 

The proceedings begin anrid 
the graffiti and scuzzy corru- 


THEATRE 

BAD WEATHER 

THE PIT 

BARBICAN, LONDON 

gated sheeting of a run-down 
Middlesbrough council estate. 
Luke, a young yob, has beaten 
up a man outside a Chinese 
takeaway, but it’s his best 
friend, Jamie, who takes the 
rap and is sent down for four 
years. Jamie's depressed, 
dOdossee mother Kay, once 
the rich heiress ofa rather dif- 
ferent estate in France, em- 
barks on a sexual relationship 
with the one juror who sided 
with her son. But the idea that 
we are in for a social-realist 
piece about deprivation and 
divided loyalty (will the incar- 


cerated Jamie grass?) is 
quickly scotched by the arrival 
of the mother’s one-time 
nanny. Played with a quite 
mesmerising authority and 
understated chic by Susan 
Engel, 69-year-old Agnes takes 
eni gmatic control of the sit- 
uation, tike a cross between a 
Gallic Mary Poppins and the 
Duke in Measure jbr Measure. 

There is something oddly 
Shakespearean about the 
play's movement from Tees- 
side to the idyll of a sun-kissed, 
dilapidated French, chateau 
where Agnes sweeps the cast 
off fora holiday. It reminds you 
of those shifts into the height- 
ened realms of Arden, Illyria 
and the wilds of Wales from 
which people emerge trans- 
formed in his comedies. Ex- 


cept that redemption comes at 
a price, and only ambiguously 
in the worid Holman creates 
here, with its repeated pattern 
of emotional displacement It’s 
a worid in which, bizarrdy, 
mothers such as Kay (who is 
all pained and frayed refine- 
ment in Susan Brown’s mov- 
ing performance) are better at 
being surrogate parents to 
other people’s children than 
proper mothers to their own. 
The imprisoned youth (played 
with a pent-up, cigarette- 
crushing intensity by Ryan 
Pope) is more adept at taking 
the rap than in taking respon- 
sibility for himself. Even the 
weatheq with its freak spring 
snow showers, seems to be 
firing just off-target 

What helps to bring these 


matters into a tentatively truer 
alignment is a love affeir be- 
tween 69-year-old Agnes and 
2i-year-old Luke. It sounds 
like the kind of thing that could 
only happen in an Iris Murdoch 
novel. Thanks to Engel and 
Paul Popplewell’s begirilmgiy 
fresh and cocky Luke, it is not 
laughed off the stage here. 

I am for from certain tbat I 
have grasped the play’s tricky 
emotional logic, bull know that 
this is a piece that is going to 
live with me for a long time. 
Holman's 1990 Royal Court 
play Rafts and Dreams is, in 
my view, one of the most 
underrated dramas of the 
decade. I hope that Bad 
Weather has a happier fete. 

Paul Tailor 
Booking: 0171-638 8891 
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Win a short break on a 


The Short Breaks Exhibition is being held at the Royal Horticultural Halls from 
January 22-24. It is the only UK exhibition dedicated to short breaks and exciting 
days out. Oser 200 tr avel com pan ies vriH be there offe rin g every th ing from city breaks 
to rural retreats, activity adventures to health spas. The Royal Horticultural Hafts are 
loc at ed on Greycoat Street, London SW1. The nearest mafnfine station Is Victoria. 
Sheer opening bom RrSday end Sa turd a y KXOOam - SJJOpm, Stanley 1 0.00am - 5.00pm. 
Tickets are ES on the door. Take along your copy of The independent and buy a 
ticket for the Short Breaks Exhibition and get your next ticket free. 

To help to promote the first Short Breaks Exhibition. British Airways Holidays and Orient lines 
are offering readers of The Independent the chance to win a pair of tickets to sail away on a 5 
night Mediterranean ’Rome & The Rivieras' Cruise on the Marco Polo ship. Experience the sights, 
sounds, tastes and treasures tbat some of Europe's lop destination's have to offer. Highlights 
include Italian ancient cities of Rome and Pisa, chic Fortofmo, glittering Cannes on the French 
Riviera and Spain's sunshine island of Majorca. 

Tbe prize includes British Airways scheduled Sights, 1 night pre departure stay in the ‘Eternal 
City’ of Rome and 1 night post cruise stay in Barcelona, arguably Spain's most stylish and extro- 
vert City Brochure Prices from £1,065 Three runners up will also win a set of British Airways 
luggage merchandise, including: on board trolley case (compliant with the new cabin storage 
restrictions), cabin bag and holdall - normally retail price £I6U. Plus when you attend the Short 
Breaks Exhibition you could enjoy an extra 1Q& saving on 26 Wintersaver City break 
destinations, with already great prices such as Paris £119, Amsterdam £155, Rome £189, 
Florence £199, Madrid £179 

All you have to do is to dial the number below . answer the following question on the line and 
leave your name, foil address and a daytime contact number. 

Cb Where Is the Short Breaks Exhibition being held? 

a) Olympia b) Royal Horticultural Halls c) Earls Court 

CALL 0906 470 0920 
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Hey sister, 
go sister 


A t the age of eight she was 
considered a remarkable 
musician. Invited to play a 
solo for BBC radio, she 
agreed on condition that 
she could bring along her 
younger sister who later got an earful from 
her mother for bursting a hole through a 
drum. The name of this brilliant soloist was 
Hilary du Prd, and she played the flute; the 
sister who disrupted the recording was 
called Jackie, and she played the cello. . 

By now we know which sister turned out 
to be the real prodigy, though why Jacque- 
line was favoured with greatness while 
Hilary foiled her flute exams is a mystery 
that Hilary and Jackie doesn’t try to un- 
lock. There are scenes of Mrs du Prd (Celia 
imrie) and Hilary eating sandwiches on a 
french, waiting for Jackie to emerge from 
her lesson; but this is a shorthand for hard 
work, not genius. Film deals with genius 
by turning it into something else, such as 
eccentricity or madness, or illness - all 
Jiree of which figure prominently in the 
short life of Jacqueline du Pre. 

Anand Tucker's film is not so much a 
jiopic as the dual portrait of a strange and 
Intense relationship. It has been adapted 
jy Frank Cottrell Boyce from the recent 
nemoir by Hilary and her brother. Piers 
!u Prc, whose central revelation con- 
cerns the bizarre sexual menage which 
Jackie instigated with her sister and 
>rother-in-Iaw. Divided into two narratives, 
he first half of the film maps Hilary's dawn- 
ng realisation that her life will be spent 
istening to people enquiring after "your 
narvellous sister". Indeed, it’s more 
gainful than that: it tells of a woman carv- 
ng out a life in the shadow of another’s 
ame. only to have that life usurped by the 
•ery same person. Hilary foils in love with 
in amiable young conductor. Kiffer Finzi 
David Morrissey), marries him and with- 
draws to what she assumes will be a haven 
if calm in the country’ 

The turning-point not to say the talhing- 


the Big Picture 



ANTHONY QUINN 


HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

DIRECTOR: ANAND TUCKER 
STARRING: EMILY WATSON. 
RACHEL GRIFFITHS. 

DAVID MORRISSEY 
121 MINS 

point of the film arrives when Jackie shows 
up unannounced and, following a jolly re- 
union around the hearth, asks HD ary for 
the loan of her husband. Hilary refuses, not 
unnaturally but when Jackie bolts into the 
woods to tear off her clothes and howl like 
a loon, she relents and persuades Kifier to 
help out in the guest bedroom. This is the 
de fining moment of the du Pre sisters' 
story yet the film-makers hold back from 
explaining why Hilary made such a sacri- 
fice. Whs it a masochistic kind of complai- 
sance on her part or rather a guilty 
acknowledgement of Jackie's fragile 
acquaintance with sanity? 

Just as we’re trying to decide - my 
money was on Jackie being a predatory, 
egomaniacal monster - the film switches 
focus and runs the story back through 
Jackie's perspective. What seemed a 
manip ulative streak is gradually revealed 
as a chronic need to be loved. Cosseted by 
her parents till the age of 20. Jackie was 
packed off on a two-year European concert 
tour with a Davidoff cello and no idea of how 
to survive. What emerges poignantly is not 
just her inadequacy but a dreadful sense 


of loneliness, illustrated in asmaB domestic 
detail. In the first part of the film, tide du 
Pr6 famity receive a parcel from Jackie on 
tour in Russia, and tear it open excitedly: 
it turns out to be a bundle of dirty laundry 
she has sent home. Yet the outrage you 
plight feel on the family's behalf softens into 
pity when Jackie receives tile washed 
laundry with almost rapturous gratitude, 
hugging the dothes to her face to catch the 
scent of home. 

Fbr aD their attempts at fairness, how- 
even the film-makers cant help making 
Jackie seem conniving, snobbish and 
wholly incapable of taking pleasure in 
others' good fortune. When Hilary has her 
modest nuptials at the register office, for 
example, Jackie retaliates by marrying the 
pianist Daniel Barenboim (James Fram) 
with the maximum of fuss. She reacts to 
foe news of her father's contracti ng Par kin- 
son’s disease in cold fury: he’s trying to 
compete with her own crippling multiple 
sderosis. Even in Alness, her basic instinct 
was to upstage. If s to Emily Watson's cred- 
it that she makes Jackie’s selfishness 
and vulnerability aD of a piece; that look 
of firowning, almost agonised concentration 
as she bends to her cello is, paradoxically, 
the time she seems most at home. Watson 
wiD probabty get the plaudits (and the 
awards) for her performance, though I 
found Rachel Griffiths’ patient, fearful 
Hilary the more affecting of the two. The 
way she struggles to hide the hurt of 
Jackie's casual cruelty behind a smile has 
nuances that Watson’s more hysterical 
interpretation can’t match. 

Absorbing as it is, Hilary and Jackie 
feels a confused and slightly prurient film. 
While it seeks to celebrate one woman's 
extraordinary gift its focus is in fact the 
weird entanglements of her sex life. Nei- 
ther is adequately elucidated. Tucker and 
his team apparently consulted Hilary du 
pre prior to filming, which may explain why 
it is, ultimately, a work whose emphases 
are as conspicuous as its omissions. 



Emily Watson as Jackie: ‘A manipulative streak gradually revealed as a chronic need to be loved’ 
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bulworth Warren Beatty (18) ■ M Mark Christopher (15) ■ the merchant of four Seasons Rainer Whrns? Fassbinder (nc) ■ practical Mask Grjffbvi Dunne (12) ■ Class trip Claude Miller (15) 


-EN'ATOR JAY BQlington Bulworth 
Warren Beattyi is a man whose 
ime has come, and gone. Haggard 
.ith exhaustion and self-disgust on 
he eve of the California elections, 
:e goes off the deep end and hires 
hitman to assassinate him. Sud- 
enly divested of responsibility, he 
tarts to enjoy himself, proclaiming 
ome truths to a black church con- 
regation, exposing hypocrisy and 
alsehood in ali quarters - it’s like a 
olitical version of Tourette’s syn- 
rome. What’s more, he delivers his 
armons in the borrowed cadences 
f a black rapper; and swaps his suit 
nd tie for homeboy street-gear. 

Bulworth, written and directed by 
■eatty, aims to be a frisky satire on 
jn erica’s corrupt body politic, and 
undeniably takes risks - someth fog 
■eatty hasn't done in a long while, 
ut it’s an awful mess. Where his old 
lend Robert Altman might have 


shaped and pointed Bidworth’s 
scandalous shenanigans, Beatty 
simply sprays around the force like 
a Grand Prix winner’s champagne. 
It has energy and nerve to spare, but 
it’s too chaotic to be truty subversive. 
There’s more than a whiff of con- 
descension. too, in positing black 
American street jive as the white 
man’s road to freedom. I suspect I'm 
not alone in finding Beatty's 
rhyming stylings pretty feeble. A 
white man can approximate rap - 
Tom Wolfe did so brilliantly in his 
novel A Man m Full - but on this 
evidence I’d keep any recording 
contracts on hold. 

Mark Christopher's feature debut 
54 is the second film wi thin six 
months - The Last Days of Disco 
was the first- to hymn the notorious 
Manhattan night-spot Studio 54, 
though it plays more like a cleaned- 
up version of Boogie lights. Shane 


(Ryan Phillippe) is a suburban Ado- 
nis who one night catches the eye 
of the dub impresario Steve Rubell 
(Mike Myers) amid the jostling 
throng outside 54; he soon finds 
himself inside, patrolling the strobe- 
lit disco inferno as one of the bare- 
chested busboys who service the 
celebrity congregants and their 
hangers-on. Cue a mQdty cautionary 
tale of arriviste gullibility, spiralling 
drug consumption and moral burn- 
out aU set to a familiar sound-track 
of Seventies dance floor stampers. 

Phillippe's handsome but dim 
ingenu just can’t command the film, 
and supporting turns by S alm a 
Hayek and Neve Campbell are 
undermined by a clanking, sopho- 
moric script Mike Myers perfects a 
contemptible allure as the infamous 
Rubell this laugh is the most un- 
pleasant I’ve heard since James 
Wbods’s) but his dub’s reputation as 



Warren Beatty in ‘Buhvorth* 


Sodom-on-West-54 tb-Street remains 
largely unexplored. Where's the 
sex, the sweat all that bad behav- 
iour that we’ve heard so much 
about? Honestly I’ve been to fifth- 
form bops with more erotic menace. 

As part of a two -month Fass- 
binder retrospective, the NFT is re- 
releasing The Merchant of Four 
Seasons (1971), an early and un- 
mis takeabie work by the laughing 


boy of the new German cinema. It 
recounts the overpoweringty bleak 
story of Hans Epps (Hans Hirsch- 
muller), an ex-Legionnaire who has 
seen his dreams and ambitions 
dashed, mostly by women. Despised 
by his mothei; rejected by the great 
kjve ofhis life, cheated cm bv his wife, 
Hans has fallen from bourgeois re- 
spectability tty setting up as a fruit- 
seller on the back streets of Munich. 
Nothing, not even the minor success 
of his business, can rescue him 
from the profound depression that 
gradually paralyses his will to live. 

Fassbinder films this family 
melodrama in a carefully detached 
way, leaving us in some doubt as to 
whether it’s masochism prompting 
Hans towards his doom, or simply 
the director reasserting his nihilistic 
world-view. The film grips, in a 
morbid, crushing, hopeless kind of 
way which is probably as much as 


the late director would have wished. 

I'm surprised they let Griffin 
Dunne make another feature after 
the atrocious Meg Ryan comedy 
Addicted to Love, but plainly some- 
body fo Hollywood likes him. His 
directorial reputation is in do way en- 
hanced fly Practical Magic, a fey and 
vaporous excursion into the super- 
natural starring Sandra Bullock 
and Nicole Kidman as sisters de- 
scended from a long line of witches. 
AD this means is that they get to 
inherit a beautiful old New England 
mansion, lounge about in cute plaid 
pyjamas and run into trouble with 
men, who, according to an old famity 
curse, are doomed to croak should 
they get involved with either of 
than. Filming in a golden-syrupy 
light, Dunne seems to have little am- 
bition beyond making his stars look 
adorable Coot tridy) and hoping well 
have forgotten most of The Witches 


qfEasUoick. Aldan Quinn, showing 
19 late as a hunky cop, is a blatant 
mailshot to the target audience. A 
word to that audience: you don’t need 
this fatuous, sentimental gloop. 

Claude Miller’s Class TYtp is a 
quietly devastating stuety in child- 
hood terror; Nicolas (Clgment Van 
Den Bergh) is a shy teenage loner, 
stifled by an over-protective father 
and teased as a scaredy-cat by his 
classmates. While on a school trip 
to Ihe French Alps, the bey soon falls 
prey to vivid nightmares of abduc- 
tion and death, the cause of which 
is slowly - and trauma ticaDy - un- 
earthed Miller tightens the noose of 
his plot with such stealth that the 
denouement feels both shocking 
and inevitable. 

AQ 

All films on general release from 
tomorrow 




the class trip 

a film by claude miller 

A film that stamps all over Hollywood portrayals of childhood innocence. 

.£>■„ Very dark, very good" esquire 
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WHAT ARE your three 
favourite films of aD time? 
Whatever they are. Sky 
Premier wants to hear from 
you. At something called a 
“celebrity brunch" in 
London’s West End earlier 
this week (Lord 
Attenborough, Barry 
Norman and fruit kebabs), 
the satellite channel 
launched Mill ennium 
Movies, a poll to discover 
the British public’s favourite 
100 films. 

Before pleading with us 
not to ask him about his 
brother David’s The Life of 
Birds , Lord Attenborough 
told us that, among other 
aims, Mfllennium Movies 
wfll let film-makers around 
the world know what the UK 
really wants to see at the 
cinema 

A few minutes latec 
Bazzer hinted that the 
results might not exactly 
cheer up aspiring auteurs. 
Star Wars, he guessed, will 
probably come oat on top, 
with Citizen Kane unlikely 
to make the top 50. 

Still, Sky Premier did its 
best to disguise the fact that 
Millennium Movies wants to 
turn the British pubDc into 
one enormous focus group 
tiy announcing its donation 
of £250,000 to Rada of which 


Lord Attenborough is. of 
course, currently the 
president 

♦ 

AS IS customary, a couple 
of anecdotes sped the 
morning along, the best of 
which came from Lord 
Attenborough’s 57-year 
film career. 

He remembered a 
particularly arduous series 
of water-tank scenes during 
the shoot of his first film, In 
Which We Serve. While 
everyone else, including 
himself, slipped into the 
filthy water with great 
reluctance, Noel Coward 
presented himself 
immaculately at the water's 
edge and executed a perfect 
belty-flop into the tank. 

“Darlings," he remarked 
as he surfaced, “there’s 
dysentery in every ripple." 

-4 

OH, WHAT are Dicky’s three 
favourite films? Charlie 
Chaplin's The Cold Rush, 

On the Waterfront and 
Schindler's List. The 
Godfather, said Barry, 
foDowed by Bringing Up 
Baby and Citizen Kane , 
“though my favourite films 
change every day”. 

Mike Higgins 



Video Watch 

Mike Higgins 


Mad City (12) 

available to rent now 
CINEMA RARELY stoops to 
the subject of television 
other than to give it a good 
boDocking and, at first 
glance, the premise of 
Costa-Gavras’s siege 
drama appears to 
guarantee a scolding for 
the box. Max Brackett 
(Dustin Hu ffman) is a 
hard-nosed TV news 
journalist, becalmed at a 
regional station. While on a 
duff story at the local 
museum, he can’t believe 
his luck as a kidnap 
accidentally develops from 
a dumsy attempt by ex- 
emplpyee Sam Bailey 
(John TTavolta) to get his 
job back. Within hours, the 
veteran newsman has spun 
Bailey’s misadventure into 
a tragic gesture of the 
disenfranchised working- 
class male, tailored for a 
TV audience of millions. 

Ace In The Hole and Dog 
Day Afternoon might be 
the obvious influences, but 
Costa-Gavras observes aU 
the participants in 
Brackett’s media circus 
with a cool eye. In doing so, 
be coaxes solid, un fussy 
work out of his two leads. 
Hoffman poises Brackett 



Matt LeBlanc - realty lost in space 


nicety between his hunger 
for “the best show in town" 
and the tatters of his 
conscience, while TVavoIta 
knows that the dim Bailey 
deserves our scorn as 
much as he does our pity. 

Lost In Space (PG) 

available to rent now 
DESPITE THE much- 
trumpeted special effects, 
this big-screen treatment 
of the US TV series looks 
pretty cheap. In part this 
is due to its screenplay, 
which attempts to pack 
family melodrama, 
shipwreck memoir and 
time-travel into an 
unsettling 130 minutes. 

The computer-animated 


production design bec< 
just one more tawdry 
element compe ting fo T 
attention. 

The efforts of theca 

including Gaiy Oidmai 

William Hurt, Matt 

I J 



dtiempr to p, 
the whole enterprise 
tongue-in-cheek. But 

there’s only so much 
mileage to be had froi 
feet that the Robinsot 
a gazillion mile 
from anywhere and 
engaged on a mission 
save the earth, seem 1 

concerned with whose 
it is to do the washing 
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A pox upon those men in tights 


So you want to do doublet, hose and a 
bit of ruff. . . What’s standing in your 
way? History, of course. Then again, 
the historical movie isn’t quite what 
it used to be. By Boyd Tonkin 





S hekhar Kapur m^y have 
picked up a sheaf of 
warm reviews for his 
BoDywood-flavoured 
chronicle of the young 
Elizabeth, but not many 
critics dwelt on a bit part that out- 
shone even Eric Cantona’s weirtfly- 
voweUed cameo. As the French 
regent Mary of Guise, EannyArdant 
pouted and sneered and heaved to 
a pitch of bosomy excess that drove 
an earnest period piece well down 
the road towards Carry On Up die 
Tudors. Indeed, Barbara Windsor 
herself could harcfly have surpassed 
the Fhnqy who dipped her flag in 
enemy gore and rasped at a cring- 
ing envoy: “Tell your Eenglish 
Queen not to send boieez to faaht 
Maree of Guise.” 

Did these OTT flounces damage 
the picture? Not a bit We expect a 
slice of ham served up with our 
screen history now. TWo generations 
of gleeful parody- from Up Pompeii 
and Morecambe and Wise to 
Blackadder and beyond - have 
wrapped all costume dr ama in a 
swathe of farce that serious inten- 
tions (or serious acting) alone can 
never wish away. 

Ebr every settingprior to a 
pretty recent date, history 
now means high camp. From 
togas to tiaras, studio-soiled 
conventions stand between 
the audience and a prop- 
er appreciation of the 
past like so many 
sleeping policeman 
- or rather, laugh- 
ing policemen. As 
Kapur's Elisabeth 
grasped, planned 
gjggles can help 
suspend our dis- 
belief and fore' 
stall too many 
out-of-place 
guffaws. Bet- 
ter to cackle 
at the direc- 
tor’s bid- 
ding than 



during that tender love scene or cru- 
cial diplomatic crisis. Costume cin- 
ema now has to vaccinate its 
viewers against what Ken Starr 
might call inappropriate laughter. 

When, exactly, do our automatic 
sniggers end? In spite of Judi 
Dench’s balloon-like bathing cozzie 
and Billy Connolly's foils, there 
seemed little intrinsically absurd 
about John Madden’s Mrs Brown. A 
few decades further back, Jane 
Austen adaptations seldom suffer too 
much of a credibility gap from their 
snazzy waistcoats and A-line dress- 
es. Could language be the key? Up 
to a point, but strip out the forsooths 
and gadzooks from the Flynn-and- 
Fhirbanks era swashbuckler; and it 
still looks daft 

No: I have a theory that silliness 
ends when trousers begin. The ar- 
rival of tubular male legwear in the 
early 19th century (and, perhaps a 
bit more plausibly, the advent of pho- 
tography! marks a decisive breach 
between ancients and modems. On 
the button as ever; Mel Brooks fin- 
gered the problem in the subtitle he 
gave to his burlesque of Robin Hood 
movies: “Men in Tights”. 

In Shakespeare in Love, 
his next project after Mrs 
Broton, John Madden 
shrewdly pfots a way through 
most of the men-in -tights 
tangles. His Oscar-tipped 
spoof-biopic embraces 
the corniest as- 
pects of cinemat- 
ic ruff trade and 
somehow comes 
through quite un- 
scathed. How? 
The two-word an- 
swer is “Tbm Stop- 
pard”, as the 
playwrights spright- 
ly upgrade of a 
screenplay by Marc 
Norman allows Him a 
new spin on some of his 
best - and oldest - 
tricks. 

As in Rosencrontz 



All they stood up in: although how much Joseph Fiennes in ‘Shakespeare in Love* (above) owes Rowan Atkinson’s ‘Blackadder* (below) is moot 


and Guildenstem (more than 30 
years ago now), Stoppard doodles 
cheeky marginalia around the edges 
of Shakespearean lore and legend. In 
his trademark Existen tial-Lite fash- 
ion, he juggles in that shifting space 
between art and life, limelight and 
daylight If the knowing gags of 
Blackadder prop up one end of 
Shakespeare in Love, the theatrical 
sorcery of Les Enjants du Paradis 
supports the other Meanwhile, the 
whole genial shebang coasts along 
according to the rhythms of the ifll- 
be-aU-right-on-the-nigbt-backstage 
melodrama. Broadway babes 
carouse in the gutters of Shoreditch: 
it's a sort of 42nd AUey. 

Needless to say, the conceit of an 
upstairs-downstairs affair between 
Joe Fiennes’s blocked wordsmith 
and Gwyneth Paltrow's betrothed 
heiress owes as much to proven fad 
as Star Trek does to Stephen Hawk- 
ing’s astrophysics. Not that it ever 
aspires to authenticity: en route to 


meeting the flame-haired Muse who 
will inspire Romeo and Juliet, young 
Will is toiling over a turkey to be 
called Romeo and Ethel, the Pirate's 
Daughter. Do we detect a nod to 
Marc Norman's script for that ship- 
wreck of a seaborne epic. Cutthroat 
Island?. I suspect we do. 

Stoppard and Norman know that 
we know this is mostly amiable 
tosh. They take aim not at the neb- 


Anachro rustic g a g s drop through 
the script like a downpour on the 
groundlings' heads. Anthony Sher 
plays a magus-like shrink who parks 
the thwarted Will on his couch and 
asks “Are you lately humbled in the 
act of love?” A Thames ferryman 
drones, “I had that Christopher 
Mariowe in the boat once”. And so. 
inexhaustibly, on. 

And yet... If parody alone ac- 


We expect a slice of ham served up with our 
history now. History means high camp 


ulou5 reality of London in 1593 but 
at the crust of screen cliche that con- 
geals around it Shakespeare in 
Love niftily deflates not the actual 
theatre of the time but the Props De- 
partment version of it One hopes 
that no film or TV actor will ever dare 
to glue on a goatee or strap on a 
scabbard in anger again. 


counted for the pleasures of the film. 
it would hardly rise above the 
Monty Python benchmark. The 
pantomime jokes, the sly asides, the 
self-conscious historical bowlers: all 
of these ploys inoculate us against 
the off-putting routines of the peri- 
od biopic. Yet, once this vaccine 
kicks in, Stoppard, Norman and 


Madden can do something rich 
and strange with a clapped -out 
genre. Behind the farce and flum- 
mery, they sow a genuine sense of 
the marvels of creation: how a pri- 
vate passion can flow obliquely into 
public art; or how a rabble of war- 
ring egos can somehow come to- 
gether to make a wondrous new 
thing on stage tor screen). 

This is a tru(y Shakespearean - 
and Stoppardian - insight, even if 
none of the dates add up, the Sonnets 
to a male “master-mistress’' get 
redirected to La Paltrow, Judi 
Dench's Queen drops in on first 
nights, and Martin Chines gives us 
the inevitable jowly burst of Burbage 
Behaving Badly. “IPs a mystery", 
runs a line that passes from char- 
acter to character like a relay baton 
- most movingly, when Mark 
Wiliams, as the tailor-turned-player 
who acts the Prologue in Romeo and 
Juliet, overcomes his stutter to voice 
the play's opening lines. 


In mood, this glimpse of a mira- 
cle born (ait of comic muddle recalls 
not Romeo Itself so much as a A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. In the 
Athenian wood, that chaotic "story 
of the night” grows at last into 
“something of great constancy, 
but howsoever strange and 
admirable". In the end, it is all right 
on the night 

Stoppard knows (as Shakespeare 
did) that you can only reach that still 
point at the close of a historical ro- 
mance via frequent recourse to the 
sort of gags and buffoonery that will 
scandalise the pedant and the purist 
Shakespeare m Love touches a kind 
of awestruck lyricism through de- 
bunking laughter, not in spite of it 
Other costume-drama contenders 
should take note- or else make sure 
that they set their scene securely in 
the Trouser Age. 

‘Shakespeare in Love' opens on 29 
January 


■ir* 


Truth is the drug 

You've got to hand it to James Toback Few film-makers have gone so far 
in the name of research and lived to tell the tale. By Liese Spencer 


IN 1987 James Toback directed 
Robert Downey Jc in The Picfc- 
Up Artist, a breezy romantic 
comedy about a compulsive 
womaniser. Overa decade la tec 
director and star are reunited 
for Two Girls and A Guy, a 
more sombre dissection of 
modern relationships which 
sees Downey’s duplicitous 
charmer cornered by the 
women he has been two-timing, 
and made to squirm. “We al- 
ways wanted to work together 
again" says TV) back, “but it 
wasn’t until I saw Robert hand- 
cuffed outside Malibu court- 
house in his orange smock that 
I knew he was ready.” 

Tbback wrote Ttoo Girls and 
A Guy fix’ his friexi over the firf- 
-plowing week, then shot the film 
mil days, before Downey went 
back behind bars. As a study 
of male selfishness, vanity 
and self-serving sophistry, 
Downey’s wheedling woman- 
iser is a triumph. But whether 
the rhflr artgr of Blake Allen 
says more about Tbback or 
Downey is debatable. “I 
thought I was writing him,” 
says Tbback, “but be said that 
be was ‘doing* me.” 

Whatever the truth, Toback 
isn’t perturbed by the sugges- 
tion that his slippery lead is 
a self-portrait Unlike other 

film-makers who fight shy of re- 
ductive autobiographical par- 
allels, TOback has always 
embraced the idea of living his 
life as a kind of wfld, novelish 
fiction, while using his films to 
blur the boundary between re- 
ality and fantasy. “I barely find 
a distinction,” says Toback. “I 
see my films as a continuation 
of what I'm thinking about, 
whSe my fife is a preparation for 
the next film.” 

His unique style of pre-pro- 
. duction began as a student at 
f Harvard in the 1960s, where To- 
back “sought out extreme ex- 
periences”. On one occasion, he 
decided to beat the world 
record for LSD, dropping a 
“psychotic amount of add and 
losing afl sense of identity" , be- 
fore a kindfy biochemist ended 
his eight-day trip by injecting 



Who’s zoomin’ who? James Tbback with Robert Downey Jr 


Tbback with a cocktail of hero- 
in and thorazine that glued his 
brain back together 

Before Ms 28th birthday, he 
bad married and divorced an 
English aristocrat and devel- 
oped a ferocious gambling habit 
that would introduce him to a 
criminal underworld (drama- 
tised in both 1977*5 Fingers 
and 1991’sBupsy) and mire him 
in debt to the tune of $lm. 

“I do get excited by what 
other people would consider to 
be reckless behaviour;” admits 
Tbback. “I may be chemically 
addicted to it. I’Ve had a few 
near-dealu experiences. I like 
it when the states are high.” 

After graduating, Toback 
began teaching at New \brfos 
City College and contributing 
articles to magazines. Assigned 
to write a piece on football- 
player Jim Brown, he disap- 
peared into the sportsman's 
mansion where he swapped 
lectures for drug-fuelled or- 
gies. When he surfaced, two 
years latex; he wrote his first 
screenplay: The Gambler : 

Part Dostoevsky, part auto- 
biography, the film starred 
James Caan as a risk-addicted 
a cademic. With characteristic 
hyperbole. Tbback sees it as his 
salvation. “If Karel Reisz had 
cot chosen to direct The Gam- 


bler, I don’t think I would have 
had a career in film-making. 
Left to niy own devices, my nat- 
urally chaotic and provocative 
instincts would have long since 
led me to some catastrophic 
consequence. I think I would 
have been dead by now.” 

Tbbacfos self-mythologising 
might seem pathetic were it not 
for the (Erector’s determination 
to translate his wrigtentMl belt- 
raising into equally risky cine- 
ma. Tb date, Tbback’s attempts 
to put his student experiences 
an film in Harvard Man have 
foundered (although a pre- 
Titanic di Caprio was “dying to 
do it”, Tobacfos script was 
turned down by 10 studios). But 
a succession of other; highly 
persona] movies have con- 
firmed critic David Thomson’s 
description of Tbback as “Amer- 
ica’s most uninhibited film- 
maker”, an auteur unafraid to 
risk fife, limb and pretension to 
root out larger truths. 

Tate his ambitious 1989 doc- 
umentary, The Big Bang, which 
saw Toback rounding up a 
group of 19 talking heads (in- 
cluding an Auschwitz survivoi; 
a movie star anda gangster) to 
talk about love, sex, death and 
the whole damn thing. Not all 
sue* gambles have paid off Ex- 
posedTs story of an interna- 


tional model (Nastassia Kins- 
ki) caught between terrorist 
Harvey Keitel and violinist 
Rudolph Nureyev springs to 
mind StiHyou cant help but ad- 
mire Tobacfos willingness to 
state his soul on such “serious 
and original” film-making. 

In Two Girts andA Guy, To- 
back once again cannibalises 
his own experience - this time 
as a shameless philanderer 
(Spy magazine once devoted a 
double-page spread to Tbbacfos 
chat-up lines, which tragically 
included “I work closely with 
Warren Beatty”) - to explore 
wider themes of monogamy 
and masculinity. Hot on its 
heels comes Blade and White, 
“a movie about race, sex and 
identity" starring Brooke 
Shields, Downey Jr, Mike 
Tyson and the Wu Tang Clan, 
inspired fay Tobacfos time “as 
the only white guy” at Jim 
Brown’s house. 

“A friend asked me, ‘do you 
realise the storm this is going 
to cause?”’ laughs Tbback. “He 
said, *when the film comes out, 
you’re either going to have to 
stand in the middle ofa volcano, 
or go into hiding’.’’ No guesses 
which Tbback will choose. 

"Tux) Girts and A Guy* opens on 
29 January 


Intelligent, funny, moving... Beatty s finest work to date... 
a return to real film-making, cinema of quality and substance. 

Phil J.upitus - UNCUT 

Truly a terrific film.’ 


NEON 


Warren Beatty back on 


E 


Lovely, savage stuff... ’ 

Barry Norman - THE RABID TIMES 
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The hospitality trade 


Tourism, seldom 
a career choice 
for graduates, has 
been given an 
upgrade. By 
Kate Hilpern 


W hen Rob 
Devlin em- 
barked on 
a degree in 
popular 
music and 
cultural so- 
ciology, he had every intention of 
becoming a music journalist But only 
a few months after leaving universi- 
ty, his aspirations not only changed 
direction completely but he found him- 
self reaching them within an industry 
traditionally sneered at by gradu- 
ates: tourism. What’s more, he’s earn- 
ing double what he expected, with 
double the responsibility. 

“I started working at the Granada 
Studio 1b ur in Manchester to earn 
some extra cash while I was a stu- 
dent," he explains. “Now, as enter- 
tainments manager I’m responsible 
fora team of 70 people. Hie next step 
is becoming operations manager I 
never dreamt of coming so far so fast' 
The English Tourist Board (ETB) 
lias found it so hard to attract gradu- 
ates such as Rob. however that it has 
launched an urgent recruitment drive. 
With at least 15 per cent of ah vacan- 
cies remaining unfilled at any time, the 
ETB has started a net-based initiative 
- Career Compass. 

“It’s an international first in tack- 
ling careers information and job op- 
portunities across the breadth of the 
travel tourism and hospitality indus- 
tries." explains Richard Allen, head of 
training and business support at ETB. 
“Tourism is one of the top five indus- 
tries in the UK, providing 1.7 million 
jobs - and yet young people still tend 
to consider it as an option for the sec- 
ond best. We want to show this image 
as unfair and inaccurate.' 

But, he admits, it will be no mean 
feat. The industry has not been good 
on putting out stories of career suc- 
cesses, and with the rise In the num- 
ber of degrees specifically focusing on 
tourism, job-seekers often wrongly as- 
sume this is now a prerequisite for any 
of the decent positions. “In reality, 
many graduates choose tourism as a 
career after they’ve finished univer- 
sity and therefore have completely un- 
related degrees. The reason this is not 
necessarily a problem is because a lot 



As a student, Rob Devlin earned extra cash working on the Granada Studio Tone Now he’s entertainments manager Martin Ridkett 


of the companies in tourism believe 
previous experience is less important 
than the individual's potential” In 
other words, for graduate recruits, the 
subject of your degree may not even 
be relevant 

Indeed, Julie Ashton was r unning 
a bar in a popular holiday resort - in 
which she was turning over £400,000 
and was responsible for the develop- 
ment of 14 staff- by the time she was 
25, just two years out of university. All 
this with a degree in fine art “My 
Mends started to envy me immedi- 
ately -not onty because of the status 
I'd achieved but because the work is 
such fun. That’s exactly what you’re 
there for - to make sure people have 
fun." But she claims, it’s harder work 
than she could ever have imagined. 
“You have to be available for at least 
14 hours a day." 

Andrew Palmer of the British In- 
stitute of Innkeeping remarks: “In the 
past a career in hospitality - which ac- 
counts for 80 per cent of tourism -was 
frowned upon by many as being friv- 
olous. But today's companies need 
graduates to survive, so they’re in- 
vesting in training and good salaries." 

Visitor attractions such as Chess- 


ington World of Adventures and Thor- 
pe Park, and hotel chains like lhist- 
house Porte, are following suit 
creating an environment in which 

gr aduate s ran mafa» an immediat e im- 

pact But most companies say grad- 
uates must be prepared to pitch in with 
the mundane jobs to get a feel fbr what 
it takes to make the day-to-day oper- 
ations run smoothly and effectively. 

“Chessington has made the work 
for its staff extremely varied,” says 
spokesperson Charlie Broom. “It can 
mean doing things managers in other 
industries wouldn’t dream of but it 
mates the job far more exciting." 

Small wonder that other sectors of 
the economy are recognising the 
skQIs-development that people work- 
ing within tourism are acquiring, says 
Richard Allen. “Skills learned in 
tourism-based industries are trans- 
ferable. So it's not as if staff are ever 
putting all their eggs in one basket” 

According to Brian Prescott, part- 
nership development manager of the 
Travel and Tourism Programme, en- 
thusiasm, ambition, excellent cus- 
tomer service skills and basic 
business awareness are what the 
tourism industry looks for. The abili- 


ty for candidates to inspire and moti- 
vate their team members, have new 
ideas and deliver more than is ex- 
pected is pa ramoun t - a fact thu* 
Sarah Scarratt knows all too well 

“I got a degree in French, rather 
ttmn anything vaguely tourism-relat- 
ed, but wound up r unning guided 
tours for students at Beaulieu, the na- 
tional motor museum.” she ex plains 
*Td helped out in the Blaster holidays, 
and was offered a job because Fd re- 
vealed the stalls they were looking fix: 
It was quite unexpected, but it’s been 
so worthwhile. There are now around 
35,000 students visiting a year which 
is a hell of a lot to be in charge of, and 
I’ve had experiences that I'd never 
have had anywhere else. In fact, it 
wasn't long before I was promoting the 
tours abroad on a regular basis.’ 

But the Scottish National Party is 
not quite so optimistic about the future 
of careers within tourism as its Eng- 
lish counterparts- “I know Scotland’s 
tourist boards are veiy keen on in- 
creasing the training of people in the 
industry,” says Alisdair Morgan, em- 
ployment spokesperson. But, like 
English tourist boanls, the problem is 
they are hampered by discretionary 


f unding, which prevents them devel- 
oping long-term strategies to pro- 
mote the sector: 

“They literally exist from year to 
yean The Government has to say 
that tourism is important in order for 
this problem to be overcome,” he 
claims. “In some areas, it is the 
biggest industry.” In Scotland, for in- 
stance, tourism is bigger than the 
whisky, oO, car and agricultural in- 
dustries combined in terms of em- 
ployment But with little job security; 
graduates may be put off. 

Nevertheless, claims Brian 
Prescott, with an increase in staff at 
graduate level the success of British 
tourism could grow to such an extent 
that funding is made more permanent 
“It can make a career in tourism even 
more att ra ct iv e to graduates because 
it’s more of a challenge.' he says. 

Rob Devlin agrees. “Trying to help 
run any business which relies on 
visitors keeps you on your feet And 
that's what makes it so satisfying 
when it works." It’s high time that 
the negative image of the industry held 
by so many students, parents and 
educationalists is seen for what it is, 
he claims - completely outdated. 


On the trail 
to success 


Mark Dixon 


MARK DIXON, $7, is 
executive chairman and 
founder ofRegus, 
Europe’s largest operator 
of business centres. He 

left school to trek around 
the world in search of 
learning experiences. He 
obviously picked up a few 
tilings - Bogus now has a 
turnover of £128m. 

At 16 years old, when Fd 
readied the top of my 
school Idedded that the 
education system was a 
little slow for me. I knew 
that my contemporaries 
would be going to college 
and I wanted to have 
realty got somewhere by 
the time they were 
leaving. 

My first project was 
settingup a simple 
business called Dial-a- 
Snacfc, delivering 
sandwiches on a bite. It 
was great; but I soon 
realised that if I just 
earned money without 
learning anything I wasn’t 
going to make it So after 
six months I sold the 
business and went off to 
trek around the world. 

The first stop was 
France. My parents were 
mortified and thought I 
had thrown everything 
away. But I wound up 
getting a job in Papagayo, 
probably the most famous 
bar/ restaurant in France. 
I quickly learnt everything 
there is to know about 
running restaurants and 
dubs and dealing with lots 
of people. It was to stand 
me in good stead for ever. 

After eight months, I 
prepared fix* my next 
venture - back-tracking 
across Asia. Then, at 18, 1 
went walking around 
Australia, where I also 
wound up selling 
encyclopaedias, working 
in an iron mine, and 
becoming a lumberjack. 

When I got back to 
England, I started up in 
the hot-dog van business. I 
quickly went from having 
one van to six vans. A 



couple of years later I 
moved into making 
hamburger buns - that 
became the third biggest 
firm, making 8,000 buns a 
week and employing 1 00- 
plus people. It brake my 
heart, but I sold it after 
five years for £800,000 - 
my first big sale. 

Next, I decided I 
wanted to do business in 
Europe, so in early 1989 1 
moved to Brussels and 
looted around fbr the 
right kind of business. I 
opened Regus in 
September. 

There were two main 
things that attracted me to 
the idea. First, business 

centres at that time were 

catering to small firms, 
whereas they should have 
been after middle-sized 
and big ones. And 
secondly, the property 
business was, and still is, 
one of the last bastions of 
not "talking to your 
customer” and finding out 
their needs. One of our 
key strategic goals now is 
to open a centre in every 
country in the world. 

My travelling years 
realty set me up; they 
taught me how to get 
tilings done and be 
resourceful There is no 
safety net Nothing has 
daunted me since then.' 
But you’ve got to have a 
strict plan. You cant just 
bum around or you end op 
wasting your life. I could 
have stayed in the south of 
France - it’s a good fife 
But I knew that one day, 

Fd want something more. 

Interview by 

Mark Oliver 


Parents without power 


AMID ALL the media coverage 
and the opposing PR offensives, 
what the Bramleys have 
highlighted is the 
powerlessness experienced by 
foster-parents in the situation 
that the couple were in last 
August The whole thrust of the 
legislative framework is aimed 
at protecting the child, and not 
at helping foster-parents or 
would-be adopters, no matter 
how deserving or desperate 
they appear to be. 

The recent move by 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
in the much-publicised case of 
Jade and Hannah Bennett was 
obviously made with an eye to 
taking some of the heat out of 
the opposition to its social 
services department caused by 
Jeff and Jenny Bramley's 
dramatic gesture. It is likety 
that Cambridgeshire has had to 
discharge its care orders over 
both girls in order to invoke the 
assistance of the High Court's 
inherent jurisdiction. By doing 
this, the council has shifted the 
responsibility of deciding the 
future of the two girls away 
from itself and into the High 
Court - the independent body 
which the Bramleys sought 

The court has appointed the 
Official Solicitor to act as 
guardian ad litem for Jade and 
Hannah, which ensures that an 
experienced member of a 
central government department 
will investigate all the 
circumstances, consider what is 
in the girls' best interests, and 
make representation to the 
court on their behalf. 

Given the number of natural 
parents and foster-parents 
involved, the Bramleys. as 
parties to the proceedings, may 
make whatever application to 
the court they wish through 
their solicitor including one to 
adopt the girls; the girls’ natural 
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Pauline Fowler 


parents may be separately 
represented. In the meantime, 
no major change will be made 
without the court’s sanction. 

The question to ask is: why 
wasn't this step taken earlier? 
The Bramleys had been missing 
for 17 weeks with the two girls 
before Cambridgeshire social 
services department - publicly 
at any rate - started making 
conciliatory noises. 

But the legal process the 
local authority has invoked is 
unusual - the council had to 
satisfy the court that the result 
that the council wanted to 
achieve could be achieved by 
the court onty through its 
jurisdiction, and that there was 
reasonable cause to believe that 
the children were likely to suffer 
significant harm if that 
jurisdiction were not exercised. 

Admittedty, the legal 
remedies open to foster-parents 
who are unhappy about a local 
authority’s decision to remove a 
child from their care (subject to 
a care order) are not extensive. 
There are a number of 
possibilities, but the time limits 
attached to the first two meant 
that neither was open to the 
Bramleys): 


■ If the child has lived with 
them fbr at least three years, 
foster-parents may mate an 
application under the Children 
Act for a residence order. If they 
do not satisfy the three-year 
residence condition, they must 
first obtain the consent of the 
local authority. 

■ They can apply for an 
adoption order - but, without 
local authority backing, the 
c h ild/ren must have lived with 
them for 12 months or more. 

■ They can apply for an 
emergency protection order 
GEPO), which would prohibit the 
local authority from removing 
the child. An EPO would buy 
only eight days' grace. 

■ They can ask the 
Divisional Court for leave to 
proceed with a judicial review of 
the local authority decision. 

It is also possible for foster- 
parents to follow the complaints 
procedure that local authorities 
have set up, or to ask the local 
authority to review its derision, 
and in both cases they can call 
on the authority to move quickly 
and to leave the child in their 
care in the meantime so that he 
or she has some stability. 

But none of these will seem 
particularly appealing to foster- 
parents who are aggrieved by 
what they may well see as 
impenetrable decision-making 
by the social services 
department Now that the 
drama of the Bramleys’ bid for 
parental power is being played 
out within the safety of the High 
Court, it may be time to 
consider realistically whether 
we really want social workers to 
focus on the welfare of would-be 
adopters - or on the welfare of 
the children. 

Pauline Fowler is a partner in 
the family department at Bates 
W&s & Bmithwaite 


Britain’s top campaigning lawyer is determined to make a difference. By Linda Tsang 


Day of the public is here 


MARTYN DAY, a solidtoi; is “awk- 
ward and bolshie” - and he should 
know; that is his own description of 
himself. But if you are an individual 
wanting to take on the nuclear in- 
dustry, the tobacco industry, or both 
the Japanese and the British gov- 
ernment, he is probably the kind of 
“awkward" lawyer whom you want 
on your side. 

Last week, he met Derek Fatch- 
ett, the Foreign Office minister, as 
part of the ongoing quest for com- 
pensation and an apology for Japan- 
ese prisoners of war. Day’s 
involvement with the case began in 
1994 when his unde, John Gott, 
asked him to advise the Japan 
Labour Camp Survivor's Associa- 
tion. The case collapsed at the end 
of last year in the Tbkyo courts, but 
Day says that, after last week’s 
meeting, it is possible that the Gov- 
ernment will reconsider its position. 

Day is looking for £13,500 com- 
pensation for each of his clients, who 
received £76 apiece when they re- 
turned from Japan in 1955. He says: 
“Either the British Government 
will be persuaded to mate a Haim 
under Article 26 of the 1951 Peace 
Treaty with Japan, or the Govern- 
ment will have to pay our claim. Ob- 
viously, the PoWs would prefer that 
the money come from Japan, and 
that would still leave the issue of an 
apology opea" 

Taking on causes like these has 
led some to describe Day as a 
lawyer for lost causes. He has 
challenged British Nuclear Ftaels 
fBNFL), and sued ICI and the 
London Docklands Development 
Board over public nuisance. 

The tobacco litigation is also 
back on track after numerous 
cases “which pootled on for four 
years revolving around legal aid 
funding". The Court of Appeal is 
due to deliver its judgment in 


February on whether a number of 
lung cancer victims are time- 
barred from continuing in the case. 
Day says: “What is quite crucial for 
us is that this is the first time that 
the judge has looked at the case in 
any depth. 

“The judge wfll look at the merits 
of the case - and how he deals with 
the eight lead plaintiffs will be 
significant If he threw aB eight 
cases out it wouldn’t be the end; we 
still have a group who can continue 
the case. But we would be very 
nervous if he made that decision.” 

The tobacco companies are 
following this case with keen 
interest This is one of the first and 
largest cases to be run on the basis 
of no win. no fee, or as Day has 
called it, “no win, no fee and 
possible bankruptcy". He 
estimates that both his firm, Leigh 
Day & Co, and Irwin Mitchell have 
“put up serious money" for this 
case, investing £3m to £4m in costs 
and time. 

Day also says it is an indication 
of the commitment of the barristers 
he has instructed -Robert Owen QC 
and Brian Langstaff QC - that they 
are also prepared to act in what may 
be a six-month trial and have de- 
ferred payment of their fees. 

Also, with the recent damp-down 
an legal aid, the Lord Chancellor Is 
keeping an eye on the litigation and 
the way that conditional fees are 
used in such cases. Day does admit 
“If we win, it will persuade other 
firms to take cases on this basis. But 
if we don’t win, apart from a num- 
ber of T told you so's' for this firm, 
having persuaded my partners once 
to do this sort of case, I can't see us 
doing it again.” 

The fact that his two major cases 
are “totally uncharted waters” is 
what appeals to Day He is in a pos- 
ition now where he looks for the pio- 
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AIRCRAFT SERVICE 
nsi INTERNATIONAL GROUP “ 




COMPANY 


(ASIG) is a market leading aviation services company with 
operations at airports in the UK, mainland Europe and the US. 

If you are interested in a career in Human Resource Mandagement 
and think that you have the ener&f and flexibility to meet the 
demands of working in a fast moving, rapidly changing environment 
then you could be what we are looking for. 

We are seeking applications from graduates interested in joining our 
management training programme. The first six months will be spent 
working as PA to the European Managing Director, a second 
language will be a distinct advantage. This will be followed by a six 
month operational management training programme and finally full 
funding for training leading to an IPD diploma. Successful completion 
of this programme will lead to a permanent position in Human 
Resource Management. 

If you think that you have what it takes to succeed in a dynamic and 
challenging environment then apply in writing to: 

Mandy Waghom 

Aircraft Services Ltd 

Unit 19, Britannia industrial Estate 

Poyle Road 

Colnbrook 

Berks 

SL3 OBH 

“ Servicing the needs of the world's airlines " 


OLDHAM DODO 

Metropolitan Borough EJ 


Corporate Services 


IT Contract Services 

IT Contract Services is a central section responsible for all the 
Authority’s IT/IS requirements, including training, procurement and 
installation of hardware and software, maintenance, 
communications (data & voice), Internet and software development. 

The Council operates an ICL Mainframe running VME and UNIX, 
Novell, UNIX and NT Servers. User access is provided mainly by PCs 
which are also used for general office applications. 

Currently we have two vacancies based at the Civic Centre. 

SYSTEM ADMINISTRATOR (UNIX) 

Up to £25,884 p.a. 

You will be part of a team supporting and installing UNIX equipment. 
Your duties will involve all aspects of system administration, support and 
installation, especially user requirement investigation and specification. 

. You must have 3 years’ experience 4f providing professional technical 
UNIX support, preferably in an ICL environment Project management 
and the ability to lead and motivate technical staff are also essential. 
Informal enquiries to: Gerry Forde. Tel: 0161 91 1 4978. 

SUPPORT SYSTEM 
ADMINISTRATOR (UNEX/VME) 

Up to £23,958 p.a. 

You will be part of a young team supporting and installing VME and 
UNIX equipment and your duties will involve all aspects of system 
administration, support and installation. 

Three years' experience of providing professional technical support in 
either ICL, VME or UNIX is required. 

Informal enquiries to: Gerry Forde. Tel: 0161 911 4978. 

Equally important for all posts are good communication skills and a 
commitment to providing outstanding levels of service 
We offer a supportive working environment together with excellent 
training opportunities for both personal and professional development in 
line with your role. 

Application forms from: Corporate Services, Chic Centre, West 
Street, Oldham OL1 1UH. Tel: 0161 911 4726. 

Closing date: 29 January 1999. •*** Jfr***%* 
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The Challenge of Change 


Graduates of ‘93, ‘94, ‘95 
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Key Leadership Roles for the right individuals 


District Management 
Nationwide 

£30,000pa + Car increasing 
to £41 ,000pa + Car + Benefits 


Aldl is an equal opportuilies employer 


we’re one of the UK’s fastest growing 
food retailers with 220 stores already 
operational and new stores opening 
every few weeks. 

The Aldi concept of high quality 
merchandise at the lowest possible 
cost has achieved exceptional success 
through 5000+ stores worldwide. 

Our District Managers aie the indfi/tduals who 
drive our business forward. It means 
providing clear ejection and leadership to a 
retail management team. Ybu’R need to msnlJ 
confidence, demand excellence and provide 
continuous motivation to achieve objectives. 
Our management development programme 
ollars a last track career opportunity 
towards future senior management roles in 


Store Operations, Corporate Buying, 

Logistics. Administration & France or 
Property Development. 

A graduate with two or three years experience 
in management, you must possess drive and 
determination, an abundance of energy and 
above aO, the to succeed, 
tf you're up to the challenge of building a 
business with the support of a major 
international group, then send your current CV 
and recent photograph with a covering Letter 
rvghUghling your leadership potential to: 

District Management Recruitment, 

Akli GmbH 8. Co Kg, 

Holly Lane, Atheretone, 

Warwickshire CV9 2SQ 



After 1 2 months you will be responsible for your own portfolio of stores. 


Attention all 
doctors! 

■ AO spedaUlBS wanted 

- London trading hospitals 

• Private hospital groups 

■ RMO 

* Excellent rates at pay and 
conditions 

f you ore * quafiM rfcctor and 
wooUBbt to farter |w oaraor 
wtt a kripM amf awgafie nw 
ccnpany vtfittwtecttogcrfscwm 
of London's BMMtprariigtais 

AMpSafrcWt 

BBL Mated on 01 B1 514 B8B6 
or ta your CV banarfiataiy to 
0191 5S3 1213. 


advertise in 
this section 
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Essex 


would you like the opportunity to play an active rote in shaping the future of an ambitious £100 minion International 
manufacturing business? Following a recent MBO, the company Is realigning its organisation structure to match its 
future business aspirations, yielding new career development opportunities. 


BUSINESS UNIT FINANCE 
MANAGER 

. c£40k 

You will Immerse yourself tn the Issues and opportmltles 
within a Strategic Business Unit. Wotkhg directly with the 
General Manager and his team, you wffi pro-actively lead 
planning and analysis initiatives. Inventory control, sales 
contract costing and profitability evaluation, capex 
appraisal and process re-engineering. 

Your credible involvement with customers and operations 
will make you a valued team member rather than a 
Bnanda! support resource. 

This opportunity wffi appeal to qualified accountants with 
about six years business experience In rnanu&cturtng 
Industry. You will be commercially orientated, practical. 


with a questioning style and ability to get things done 
through your influencing and excellent communications 
skills: promotablllty to Financial Controller level within 
three years must be Instantly evident 

BUSINESS ANALYST 

c£30k 

You will pro-actively support planning and decision 
making at a strategic level through a variety of business 
development projects, working doseiy with key board 
members. The scope will range from business deal 
evaluation to operational improvement, driven by more 
Informed evaluation. 

This will suit young, bright, numerate and ambitious 
graduates with about three years' change management 
experience in management consulting, operations or 
finance. 


Place post, Era or E-maS your details, starting Job preference erad present tttasy to our advising Caasaltairi> 
Alan Brown at Htvtegs Associates, Tectonic Place, Bojypott Road, Hdyport, Maidenhead. Bokshfere SL6 2YE 
Tefe 01628 586710. Fax: 01628 798138. E-auJt ibrown&inka^o-Hk 
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Now anyone can learn how to do anything. 
Freephone Learning Direct for information 
about courses and careers. 0800 100 900. tzzr, 
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Status 


meetings limited 

Project Manager (Marketing and PR) 

(Based In Faterefleid. Hampshire) 

Status Meetings is currently expanding its activities and needs 
to rectuft an ambtiious person to jon its high profile team 
wocWng on a major DTI best pracbce exchange programme. 

Wb are seeMnfl a high calixe individual who: 

+ Always defltws 

♦ Has a ‘ran So' attitude 

♦ la a natural problem solver 

4 Has excsUsnt eommuntostan skflte 
If you are a professional, enthusiastic, customer focused 
Protect Manager, with oxceMnt organisational state, 
ptea»cortaaD«»rahWood> 

Utfephonec 01730 2BB5M. fire 01730 298865, or ml: 


A&uTEUfl 5WMW8M3 F£KIAnO*J Of G1EJ7 MiI«N 

AalillTUOtfiLN 


HIGH PERFORMANCE SWIMMING LTD CHAIRMAN 

Applications are invited from snvone id sport interested in ihc demanding rale of 
wtunlaiy Chairman of ihc newly fanned company, High hrConoance Swimming 
Ltd. 

The nc* eranpanv wiD moniicir ihc affair, of all High 
The MOesJnf candidates must demons! rale a ihorou 
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Royal Opera House 


Our House 

Your 






"With the opening of the new Royal Opera House 
in December 1999, the organization will have ■ 
an unequalled opportunity to mount the highest 
quality ballet and opera performances, launch 
new and innovative education and access 
programming and attract positive attention from 
the press and public on an international scale". 
Michael Kaiser, Executive Director 


Director of Fundraising 


Head of Development Appeal 


The successful candidate will be responsible for maximizing income 
through the Royal Opera House Trust, The Wends of Covent Carden 
and from other audiences to complete the Appeal, and for the 
ongoing revenue needs of the House. 


The successful candidate will be responsible for working with 
senior volunteers and executive staff on all aspects of completing 
the Royal Opera House Development Appeal. 


The Royal Opera House Trust is responsible for the largest 
and most successful capital appeal ever mounted for the performing arts 
in the UK. It aims to complete the Royal Opera House's Development 
Appeal in iggg and introduce for the first time in the history of the 
Royal Opera House an integrated Fundraising Strategy. 

As part of our drive for excellence m are now seeking to appoint out- 
standing and imaginative fundraising professionals to work with our 
fundraising team to build on their success, inspire new ideas and work 
with an established and influential Appeal Committee 


The ideal candidate will have 

♦ A proven track record of fundraising at director level. 

« A broad spectrum of fundraising experience across major gift 
corporate, charitable trust and direct mail fundraising for both 
revenue and capital needs. 

♦ Experience of developing, marketing and maintaining 
Corporate and individual membership schemes. 

♦ Experience of managing, developing and motivating 
effective teams. 

♦ The ability to work equally well with senior volunteers and staff. 

♦ An analytical mind with a proactive approach to problem solving. 

♦ Excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to build 
and maintain relationships at all levels. 

♦ Advanced presentation stalls. 

♦ Knowledge of and an interest in the lyric arts. 


The ideal candidate will have: 

♦ A proven trade record of fundraising at a senior level. 

❖ The ability to work equally well with senior volunteers and staff. 

♦ Advanced presentation and communication skills. 

❖ Experience of all aspects of capital fundraising, including major 
gift charitable trust and direct mail fundraising. 

❖ Excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to build and 
maintain relationships at all levels. 

♦ Experience of managing and motivating a small team. 

❖ A positive, handyon approach. 

♦ Knowledge of and an interest in the lyric arts. 
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If you would like to apply for either of the above positions, please 
send a full CV including current responsibilities, salary and daytime 
and evening telephone numbers to: 

Sue Waiter, Head of Personnel 

Royal Opera House , Covent Carden , London WC2E 9DD 

Closing date: Friday 5 February 1999 

The Royal Opera House is committed to equal opportunities 


HOC: 0171 293 2505 | 
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West Hertfordshire 
Health Authority 

technical systems analysts p POSTS) 
Ret 2"l 

Senior Manager -«*.«» *» »j|£? 
12-18 month Fixed Term Contract 

developing dwIM&T infrastructure ki 

support the Health Authority's own "ten* IM*T 
infrastructure- 

You should have a minimum of 2 l^V**?^**^ 
information systems 

solve problems using a logical structured approacn. 

Knowledge and experience ^Windows NT 
Microsoft Exchange. LAN and WAN based technologies is 
essential. GP systwm experience would be an advantage. 

Ybu will also need to demons***** &od communtation sfcOs 
and MHS experience is desirable. 

For further information please conacc June Dodds on 01 727 
792861. 

Application paries are available from the N uma n 
Resources Department, West Hert^dsfwe H«*Kh 
Authority, Tonman House, 63-77 Victoria Street, 
St Albans ALt 3BL.0I727 792856 <24 hour answerphone) 

Closing date for applications is 28 January 1999 
Interviews win be held on Tuesday 9 February 1999 
WenpoamaNoSmokreraicy iwd uvm Eq«l OppornwMo m&Ofer 


Want to cross-train Into leading-edge RDBMS 
technologies? And see your projects through from 
inception to completion? Four analyst programmers 
required for large maritime company In Dover. E25K 
MINIMUM, with axe bens pkg. Most projects may reqtire 
travel across Europe. 

You'll need at least 12 months' solid development 
experience, gained within any structured programming 

kmguagg. Sound knowledge of Oracle or Cobol on either 
NT or VAX/VMS pteUofm would be ideal. although cross- 
training can be provided where necessary. Fortran or 
Systal exposure is also very welcome. 

The company has an open culture and flat management 
structure - so if you have a good mix of technical and 
interpersonal skills, you'd be given every opportunity to 
“fast trade* your career. 

Robert Coleman Associates, 

2 London Wafi BuMngs, London WaB, London EC2M.5PP 
Tel: 0171 4485005 Fax: 0171 448 5077 

robert@robQrtcoteman.cofo httpVAmw.robertcoleman.com i 



With your drive to succeed matched by your experience 
of handling major financial systems projects, you can 
play a key role in helping to take our progressive 
authority into the future. 


Project Manager 


circa £ 35,000 


You will bring first closs project management skills to overseeing the 
evaluation and procurement phase of a major financial systems replacement 
exercise. Your understanding of both business and technical issues will be 
backed by your ability to communicate at afi levels. 


Based in the attractive university city of Cambridge, we 
are in the front line of IT applications with our current 
roll-out of a broadband network infrastructure, the UK's 
most IT-equipped central library and involvement in 
initiatives such as Cambridge Online City which aims to 
give IT access to the whole community. 


The appointment is initially for one year but could be extended to three 
years for the right person capable of managing the implementation 
and roll-out. Quote ref: RES30CR. 


Business Analysts 


£ 22 - 32,000 


To further enhance the provision and performance of 
financial systems throughout our large and diverse 
organisation, we are looking for seasoned professionals 
to take on the fo/fowing opportunities. 


With a minimum of three years experience, you will have a systematic 
and disciplined approach combined with excellent interpersonal skills. 
Ideally, you will also have a strong knowledge of formal analysis methods, 
project management techniques and package evaluation. The appointment is 
initially for three years. Quote ref: RES29CR. 


KEEP WARSHIPS AFLOAT 
UNDER FIRE as a Graduate Engineer. 
Engineering degree required. Salary 
after 2 yrs training: £25,152. Annual 
leave 36 days. Responsible for 
technological battle readiness, 
working with propulsion/control, 
weapons sensors and communication 
systems, airframe integrity, avionics 
and watertight integrity of ships/ 
submarines. Other officer duties ind. 
managing/motivating team of engineers. 
For further info., send coupon or 
tel. Royal Navy 0345 300 123. 


For both posts wc can offer you plenty of scope to further your skills and 
career and can promise you a progressive environment in which to add to 
your achievements. 


.Cambridgeshire 
County Council 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 


For on application form which is available with further details, 
contact The Resources HR Unit, Shire Hall, Cambridge C63 OAR 
Telephone (01223) 717769 (24 hour answerphone). Pleose quote 
appropriate reference. Closing date for receipt of applications is 
5 February 1999. 
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ROYAL NAVY. THE TEAM WORKS. 


ANALYST/REPRESENTATIVE 


Team Engineering Services Limited is a research organisation with a 
proven track record for supporting businesses and developing 
investment opportunities in the Middle and Far East. With many years 
of success behind us in our existing markets, we are now seeking to 
expand our research services into the former Soviet Bloc by recruiting 
an analyst/representative. Focusing on Russia our rate or expansion 
will be dependent upon the drive and initiative of the successful 
candidate. The candidate should be bilingual (Russian and English) and 
preferably able to speak another European language. Educated to 
Masters level, the ideal candidate will have worked in Russia with a 
good working knowledge of defence procurement and will have 
experience of the Middle and Far East with a demonstrated sensitivity 
to cultural issues. Strong interpersonal skills are essential as are 
integrity and a capacity for sustained hard work and the ability to work 
independently. Salary negotiable. 

Please send your CV in the first instance to: 


Team Engineering Services Limited 
Suite 2, 26 Hyde Park Gardens, London W2 2LZ. Fax: 01 71 724 6554 


Engmeermg/Computing Graduates 
try a change - become a 
Recruitment Consultant 
£18k + comm 

Looking at mundane career options? Need same 
REAL inspiration ? Then get your teeth into this ! 

We are a fresh, young, dynamic recruitment 
consultancy who know our ambitions will be driven 
by your ambitious. Our aim is to be the best and 
succeed. Your aim can be the same. 

We source Engineering and Computing 
professionals to global organisations. Becoming one 
of our Recruitment Consultants means working with 
them, being directly rewarded for your efforts and 
getting the recognition you deserve. 

If you consider yourself a pro-active, career minded 
individual; with flair, creativity and a healthy 
appetite for money - then you have just matched our 
requirements exactly! 

For an informal chat call Lee Court at Enigma 
Recruitment on 07899 866078 or send your CV by; 
ema3 leetSdourtL freeserve.co.uk post 23 Hilda 
Wharf, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1RJ 


Council for 
Education in 
World 
Citizenship 



Serving 
schools for 
sixty years 
(939- 1999 


Send to: The Royal Kny and Royal Marine* Careen Swvir*. Drpt BH03004, FREEPOST GL 672. 
Grencoter, Gto*. CL7 IBR. No sump needed. top-//<eww.reyal-n»vy wind nV 


DIRECTOR 

(Salary £32,000 ind. Load on Allowance) 

The Executive Board is seeking to appoint a 
Director for CEWC to lead its long established 
activities in 'bringing global issues home to 
young people'. 

Since 1939, CEWC has actively promoted 
global citizenship in schools and colleges 
across the VJK. It has managed projects, 
provided publications, speakers and organised 
conferences on a wide range of current 
national and international issues. 

The Director will guide the organisation as 
Citizenship Education is developed for the 
2000 National Curriculum. 

Letters of appGcation and for further details 
write to: John Lipscomb, Chairman, CEWC, 
1 5 St Swithin's Lane. London EC4N 8AL. 
Closing date 1 February 1 999. 


Name (Mr/Ma) Forename:. 


■ Surname:. 


Postcode.-. 


Date of Birth; 


.Telephone: Day. 


Kfc «re cpparaaUa redcr «hr Rare Rrfaoon. An red nb» tMdnr. red , 

rttadt gnmpa. NotnuAy rtm iWd bare been a UK reddrai Im dw poa fire rean. 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

FAST TRAC 
team on 

0171 293 2691. 


Jmporf/Export Clothing Distribution Company 

requires a r ' 

General Manager 

to CDrtifJ foe daiiv activities of ru London Brandt Respore4*ies will 

^ * "IWd** » the Knuri 

eqernr ■ dMetfcs «dn*y. with flwnqwte Kaean'CL. 
*var\ commensurate with experience. 

CV's to P. O. Box 2101 5A. 

Islington, London Nl 2XQ 


With a Career Development Loan you can borrow 
from £300 to £8£00 and not pay anything back until 
you finish your education or training. Your course 
can last up to 3 years and can include work 
experience. The bans are Government Sponsored 
through selected High Street banks. For an information 
pack simply call 0800 58 55 05 or send the 
coupon co Career Development 
Loans, Freepost WA 15 21, 

Warrington WA4 IBR. - 



Train now, pay later with 
a Career Development Loan. 


Full-time opportunities for software development trainers 
with 2 or more years' experience in the following areas- 
AS/400 with RPG/400 and 0/400 
Oracle - Developer 2000/Designer 2000 
Visual Basic 4.0 and 5.0 
Java 
SAP 
Sybase 

Candidates must be graduates with at least 2 veare' mi™ , 
flexible and highly mobile. years relevant experience. 

Salaries £20k, to £25k. 

Selection will be via aptitude, technical and psychometric a o 
interview. Apply in writing (handwritten) enclosing nir-r^nV, f nd , 
copies of certificates, latest CV and recent references to i-h* w ary details, 
Please quote reference 'TR/jarv/99' in all correspondence * ^ beloW ‘ 

Mr. Michael lam. Training Manager 

Forbes (UK) Ltd., Wickham House, jr 

10 Cleveland Way, London El 4TR 
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THE THURSDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 2t January 1999 


LISTINGS/! 
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New Films 




BUTTONERS (KNOFUKARI) (NCi 
Director Pen Zelenka 
Starring: Jin Kodel. Bonjov Navraiil 
Skipping without warning from pre-Bomb 
Hiroshima to the present-day Czech Republic, 
Zetenfct 's curious little portmanteau piece dovetails 
a set of six short-stories, some wacky, some 
sad and aJJ implicitly concerned with notions 
of forgiveness, community and social tolerance, 
inevitably; Buttoners is a mixed bag, saddled 
with some duff Forties period details plus 
a smattering of awkward, amateur-night 
performances. Still, no matter. Zelenka’s droll 
good-humour and airy idiosyn trades ensure his 
film is emphatically more treat than trick. West 
End: ICA Cinema 

DOBERMANN (18) 

Direct on Jan Ko Linen 

Starring: Vincent Cassel. Tcheky Katyo 
Vincent CasseTs born-to-be-bad gangster struts 
and sneers his way through a gleamingiy 
abstracted Paris. Tcheky Karyo’s bad-egg cop 
looks on balefully. Big guns go off. red 
sportscars cruise down open freeways, and lily- 
livered bystanders blub like babies. So this is 
what the new French cinema is all about: 
endless stylised carnage and iconic posing, plus 
a script that’s going nowhere fasL Kounetfs 
en-plein-visage acdoner comes with the 
thumbprints of Reservoir Dogs and Luc Besson 
all over it But there’s no wit no urgency - no 
nothing, really, beyond a few neat set-pieces and 
lots of guraing overacting. Kounen goes a 
bundle on sudden zooming close-ups. West End: 
Ctapham Picture House. Metro. Odeon Camden 
2b ton. Virgin Chelsea Virgin Trocadero 

MEET JOE BLACK Ho) 

Director Martin Bresi 
Starring: Brad Pitt, Anthony Hopkins 
Picking his way through Brest’s under- 
developed overhaul of 193-Ts Death Hikes a 
Holiday goes Brad Pitt's aquiline Grim Reaper, 
who gets chaperoned round the everyday 


delights of Planet Earth by Anthony Hopkins's 
dying billionaire. The introductions complete, 
Brest throws in a romance (between Pitt and 
Claire Foriani’s soulful debutant), a few air- 
brushed life-lessons, then leaves his tale to 
drift along for close on three hours. So while 
Meet Joe Black has a few neat themes, and a 
reliably solid turn from Hopkins, it's too much a 
picture of disparate pieces, each played out to 
their individual lengthy agendas, with no glue 
in toe middle, just vapour. West End: Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road. Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE OPPOSITE OP SEX 08) 

Director: Don Rccs 

Starring: Christina Ricci. Martin Donovan 
See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End: Barbican Screen. Clapham Picture 
House, Ritzy Cinema, Screen an Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Warner 
Village West End 


SOUR GRAPES (15) 

Director Larry David 
Starring: Craid Bierko. Steven Weber 
TV wisdom has it that Seinfeld slumped after 
co-creator David bailed out of the show. 
Thouble is, the man’s feature-length writing- 
directing effort is no great shakes: 
Seinfeld ian comedy of urban neuroses hingeing 
on the familial spat between Craig Bierko's 
jackpot winner and the cousin (Steven Weber) 
who lent him the coins to play the slot-machine. 
The dialogue is honed and witty, the situations 
generally funny and tightly rendered. It's just 
that Sour Crapes slowly runs out of breath the 
further it pushes past the 25-minute length. 
The insistent score and over-eager acting take 
on an increasing whiff of desperation. West End- 
Virgin Trocadero. Warner village West End 


the Independent Recommend s 

The Five best Films The five Best Plays the Five Best Shows 



Xan Brooks 


General Release 




THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh, The Acid House plays out 
in the down-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
Edinburgh, and darts with brio between a range 
of moods and tones. West End: Odeon Camden 
Tbim, Ritzy Cinema, Wxrner Village West End 

ANTZfPG) 

• ^ See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End: UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Seventeen-year-old Samirah Makhmalbaf’s 
precocious d6but stages a true-life recreation of 
the fortunes of Iran's Naderi sisters. This is a 
luminous, extraordinary missive from a burgeoning 
Iranian film scene. West End: Metro, Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the dty where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waife. 
West End: Pima, UCI Whiteleys 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. West 
EticL ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

.- Shekhar Kapur’s ftjflow-uptoSandiiOueenis the 
. story of a female figurehead struggling to gain 
purchase in a male world. But Kapur largely 
neglects the opportunities for fun in a stoty of 
independence triumphing over cruelty. West End- 
ABC Panton Street Curzon Minema, Odeon 
Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

WDJ Smith’s Call-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
all manner of Big Brother-type trouble A bag, noisy 
and effectively claustrophobic conspiracy thriller. 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Odeon Camden Ttnm, Odeon Kensmgton,Odeon. 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid Jane Horrocks 
perfects strident Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland 
impersonations when she falls in with Michael 
’ r'j Caine’s sleazy impresario. Though bitty at times, 

' LittieVbice is redeemed by bracing black comedy, 

Horrocks’s vocal pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously 
weighted turn from Caine. West End: ABC Tot- 
tenham Court Road Barbican Screen, Chelsea 
Cinema, Clapham Picture House, Curzon May- 
fair, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 
Wfesf End, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This swashbuckler gallops full-speed through 
igtlwenhTiy O lifomia in the company of Antonio 
Banderas’s authentically Hispanic do-gooder. 

WSst End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mezzanine, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, ViTgmTmcadero.WarnerWk^ 
West End 

OUT OF SIGHT (15) 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as 
a down-and-dirty version of Cary Grant, and turns 
in the best performance of his career so foe 
W&EtodPto^VtrginChdsedV^^ 

THE PARENT TRAP <PCf) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney reheating 
its 1961 heart-warmer into a cross-cultural caper 
starring Lindsay Lohan as toe separated-at- 
birth twin sisters determined to get their parents 
(Natasha Richardson, Dennis Quaid) back 
together West End: Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Swiss Cottage 

Jt (Pi) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
EndABCTottehhamCoartRoad,Cw aonSoho, 
Gate Notting Hitt, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on the 
Green, Screen on the 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses. DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean". The end result muds up as The Ten 
Commandments by* way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, West End: Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI 
Whildeys, Wrgtn FYiffiam Road, Virgin TVocadero 

PSYCHO (15) 

Guslfen Sant’s sbot-by-shot Psycho reconstruction 
is a bizarre undertaking. Hefty Vince Vfaughn 
stands in for twitchy Anthony Perkins, and Anne 
Heche for Janet Leigh. Meantime, Van Sant 
simply runs through a karaoke cover-version of 
the Hitchcock classic; a pitch-perfect bit of movie 
mimicry which has a definite curiosity value 
without ever adding up to much more besides. 
West End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage. UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Haymarket 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Cban and Chris Hicker star in this hit-and- 
miss afiak Wfest End- Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, lArgm Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End 

THE SIEGE (15) 

A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds 
up a hopelessly fingers- and- thumbs affair The 
plot gets draped with all manner of garbled 
goings-on as Denzel Washington's FBI man 
rubs shoulders with Bruce WUBs’s army renegade 


West End: Odeon Camden Town. Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
Marble Arch . Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

SITCOM (18) 

Someone ought to introduce Francois Ozon to a 
good editor The debuting French film-maker is 
clearly a man of talent, but, in Sitcom, helets Us 
ideas maraud madly off the leash. In this 
scattergun satire of middle-class mores, Ozon 
takes abundant pleasure in dismantling a standard 
nuclear fomify The result is sharp, savage and 
funny one moment and indulgent the nest West 
End: Curzon Minema, Curzon Soho 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (PG) 

A belated Christmas gift for TVekfcies the land 
oven Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
m-the-know gags and wrapped up in more combaD 
romance than we’re used to. The nominal story 
sees Patrick Stewart’s do-gooding captain tangling 
with villainous F Murray Abraham, who's hatched 
a scheme to take over a planet of perpetual youth. 
West End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road. 
Virgin Trocadero 

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Stiller; Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star 
in this latest comedy from the pathologically 
tasteless writer-director team of Peter and 
Bobby FhrrelJy. The film is basically a soft- 
centred romantic comedy of the kind that drifts 
out of Hollywood on a regular basis. The gags 
never amount to more than vulgar icing on an 
unexeptionaJIy bland cake. West End: ABC 
Piccadilly, Odeon Mezzanine 

TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

Hie immortal knowhow to whistle, draft you?" 
line aside, 7b Have andHave Not has come tobe 
more regarded for its behind-the-scenes history 
than its narrative content Bogart is the Martinique- 
based stopper sandwiched between the Vichy 
government and the Free French resistance. 
West End: Curzon Soho 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. West 
End’ P1Q2Q 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 
dead chappie who lights out to a cod-impressionist 
heaven, before jetting southward to rescue bis 
sukdde-brkJe.WfestEntL ABC Shaftesbury Avenue 


The Opposite of 
Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 16- 
ycar-uld bilch-an-whcels 
bedue, shouting from the 
lip and causing all kinds of 

havoc when she moves in 
with her mild-mannered 
brother t Mania Donovan; 
right). Director Don 

Rous's script bristles with acidulous une-itners. 

The Truman Show (PG) 

Peter Weir's ingenious, unsettling fantasy is. 
in the end. an escape movie - in the case of 
Truman Burbank t Jim Carrey), it's breaking 
out of the round-the-clock TV docu-soap that is 
his own life. 

7U (15) 

Darren Aronofsky’s debut, filmed in sooty black- 
and-white. tells the story of a genius mathematician. 
This stylish indie movie fearlessly combines Hull 
Stnvt. Jewish mysticism and nightmarish headaches. 

Anti (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast features Woody Allen os a worker ant who 
becomes an unlikely war hero and oppunent of 
the colony' s totalitarian regime. Terrific (un. 

The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Erick Zonca's remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Elotic Bouchezl and Marie tNaiachj Regnier), 
whose friendship comes alive amid the drab 
environs of Lille. 

ANTHONY Q17NN 


The Invention of Love 

(Theatre Royal, Haymarket) 

A witty, heartbreaking fantasia by Tom 
Stoppard on the twin passions of AE Housraan: 

scholarship and an unavailable heterosexual 

friend. To 6 Feb 

Kafka’s Dick 

(Piccadilly Theatre) 

Spiriting Kafka to suburban England, this 
uproarious romp by Alan Bennett survives 
some peculiar casting in Peter Hall’s rcvivaL 
ToJfiFeb 

Copenhagen 

(CorteslOfe) 

Profound arid haunting meditation by Michael 
Fravn on science, morality and the mysteries 
of human motivation. To 27 Jan 

The Winter’s Tale 

(RSC. Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sher in Gregory Doran's 
Romanov-slyle production. In rep lo 4 Mar 


Martin 

Yesterday 

(Royal Exchange, 
Manchester) 
Marianne Elliot) 

{right) directs this 
sharp new play from 
cult Canadian drama- 
tist Brad "Unidentified 
Human Remains" 
Fraser. To 0 Feb 




Paul Taylor 


Andreas Gursky 

(Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs 1994-9S (right): 
wide-vision, high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our 
world - siock-evchange 
floor, cityscape, airport 
alpine valley - images filled 
with more than the eye can 
see. To 7 Mar 


Grinling Gibbons (V&A) 

The finest chiscl-work of the master 17th-century 
woodearver. who made intricacy and the 
abundance of nature his trademark. To 24 Jan 

Chris OFiii 

(Whitworth Gallery, Manchester) 

This upbeat, 199S Turner Prize-winner creates 
dense, decorative paintings with swirls of dots, 
eyes. Afros, black icons and balls of elephant 
dung. To 24Jun 

Bridget Riley 

(Abbot Hail Gallery. Kendal) 

A small retrospective, spanning Riley’s career as 
top British abstractionist - from the shimmering 
monochromes of her early Sixties Op An fame, 
to colour, stripes, diagonals, curves. To 31 Jan 

Oppe Watercolour Collection 

(Fitz william Museum. Cambridge) 

Classic lSth- and 

14th -century British watercolours, including 
Alexander Cozens' blot-derived sketches, and 
works by John Sell Cotman, Constable and Francis 
Townc. To 24 Jan 

Tom Lubbock 


Cinema 

WEST END 


ABC BAKER ST R EET 

(0870-902 0418) & Baker Street 
Closed 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) e Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm, 5.10pm, 
8.10pm Hie Last Days Of Disco 
1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 
Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm My Name Is Joe 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) e 
Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath (U Bagno Tunco 
Hammam) 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 

6.10pm. 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1 05pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) O Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 8.55pm What 
Dreams May Come 1 ,05 pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 
(0870-902 0403) » Leicester 
Square/Ptccadilly Circus Buffalo 
66 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Eel 4pm, 8.40pm The 
Governess 1.45pm. 6.25pm On 
Connait La Chanson 1pm, 
3.20pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm La Vie 
(fevee Des Anges 1.25pm. 
3.45pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road Enemy Of The State 
1 ,05pm. 3.45pm. 6.25pm. 

9.10pm Little Voice 1.25pm, 
3.55pm. 7pm. 9.25pm PI 1.20pm. 
3.25pm, 5.25pm. 7.30pm. 

9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(017T-638 8891) ^ Moorgate 
Little Voice 6.15pm. 8.40pm The 
Opposite OF Sex 3pm (Mon). 
6.15pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) «■ Sloane Square 
little VOke 2.20pm. 4.30pm, 
6.40pm. 9pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) e Clapham 
Common Dobermann 2.45pm. 
5pm, 7.15pm, 9.30pm Ultle 
Voice 2.30pm, 4.45pm, 7pm, 
9.15pm The Opposite Of Sex 
2.1 5pm, 4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(01 7 1 -369 1720) e Green Park 
Little- Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12rtoon-6pm) O 
Leicester Square PI 1pm. 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm, 9pm Sitcom 1.30pm. 

,30pm, 5.30pm, 7.30pm. 

930pm 1b Have And Have Not 
~.30pm, 4.45pm, 7.10pm. 

i.20pm 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) ■©■ Elephant & 
Castle Enemy OF The State 3pm. 
i.45pm. 8.20pm Meet Joe Black 
330pm. 7.25pm The Siege 

■35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 

Square Meet Joe Black 12 noon, 
..45pm, 7.45pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Psycho 12.45pm. 
.I5ptn, 6.15pm, 8.45pni 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) «■ Notting Hill 
Gate PI 3.15pm. 5-1 5pm, 7.15pm, 
9.15pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

|0870-907 0718) Ravenscourt 
Park Enemy OF The State 3pm. 
1.10pm, 9.10pm Little Vbice 
1,20pm, 330pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.50pm. 
430pm. 8.10pm The Siege 
12.45pm. 3.15pm. 6.30pm. 

9.05 pm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) BW0- Charing 
Cross Buttoners 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 
Carnival of 5ouls 8.30pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506} ■& PkxadiHy 
Grai^Locester Square The Apple 
(Sb) 3pm. 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 
Dobermann 2pm, 4.15pm. 
30pm, 8.45pm 


CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Knightsbridge 
Elizabeth 2,30pm. 6.30pm 

Sitcom 4.50pm, 8.50pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) -O Netting Mil 
Gate Enemy Of The State 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) & Camden Town 
Dobermann 12.35pm. 2.35pm. 
4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.10pm Enemy 
Of The State 12.30pm, 6pm 
Little Voice 12.45pm. 3.15pm. 
5.45pm. 8.40pm Psycho 3.30pm. 
9pm The Siege 12.15pm. 2.45pm. 
5.20pm. 8.25pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1?noon. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) O PkxacBly Circus 
Closed for refurbishment until 
further nodee. 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington Enemy Of The State 
12noon. 3pm. 6.05pm. 9.10pm 
Little Voice 1 .45pm, 4.20pm. 
•6.55pm, 5.30pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 2.55pm. 6.05pm. 9.15pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.45pm. 
4.40pm, 8.35pm Psycho 1.35pm. 
9.40pm The Siege 12.40pm. 
3.35pm. 6.30pm. 9.25pm Sear 
Trek: Insurrection 4.20pm. 7pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) & Leicester 

Square The Siege 1 2.55pm, 
3.35pm. 555pm. B.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e- MartXe Arch 
Enemy Of The State T2.F5pm, 
3.10pm. 6.05pm, 9pm Little 
Voice 1.25pm. 3.55pm. 6.35pm, 
9.10pm Meet Joe Black 12.40pm. 
4.30pm. 8.25pm Psycho 1. 25pm. 
6.35pm The Siege 12.15pm. 
3.10pm. 6.05pm, 9.05pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3.55pm, 

9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm. 3pm. 
5.30pm, 8.10pm Lock, Stock 6 
Two Smoking Barrels 1. 20pm. 
3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm The 
Mask or Zotno 2.30pm, 5.15pm. 
8.10pm Ronin 2.45pm. 5.50pm, 
8.20pm There’s Something About 
Mary 12.40pm. 3.10pm. 5.40pm, 
8. 1 5pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) 6- Swiss Cottage 
Enemy Of The State 12.10pm, 
2.50pm, 5.35pm. 8.20pm The 
Land Girts 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm Little L voice 1.20pm. 
3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 2pm. 5.10pm. 
8.10pm Meet Joe Black 12.1 5pm. 
3.50pm. 7.30pm Psycho 8.40pm 
The Siege 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 6.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Enemy Of The State 
12.05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm. 

8.25pm Little Voice 1.55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm 

PEPSI UMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) ■©■ Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 12.35pm. 2.40pm, 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9.05pm T-Roc 
Back lb The Cretaceous (3-D) 
11.30am. 1.35pm. 3.40pm, 

5.45pm. 8pm. 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) East Finchley 
Little Vbice 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) -e- Piccadilly Ocus 
Babe: Pig in The dty 1 2.45pm. 
3.25pm Out OF Sight 5.50pm. 
8.25pm Saving Private Ryan 
3pm, 7.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.30pm. 9pm The Tinman Show 
1pm. 3.15pm 

RENOIR 

10171-837 8402) ©■ RusseD 

Square The Apple (Sib) 1pm. 
2,55pm, 4.50pm, 6.45pm, 

8,45pm Little Voice 2.15pm. 
4.25pm, 6.35pm, 9pm 

RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677) BR: Da Is ton 
Kings land dosed for 

refurbishment. Re-opening July 
1999 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229] BR/e Bracon 
The Add House 4.1 5pm. 6.45pm. 
9.15pm Enemy Of The State 
4,35pm, 9.25pm Girl 6 Tue 
9.15pm Last Night Tue 7.10pm 
(phone 0800-358 0558 for 

tickets) 


Little Voice 1 2.55pm. 3pm. 
5.15pm. 7.25pm, 9.30pm On 
Connait La Chanson 2pm The 
Opposite OF Sex 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm Pi 1pm. 
3.10pm. 5.20pm. 7.20pm. 
9.35pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.25pm. 7.1 Opm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(OI7I-935 2772 ) Baker Street 
Little Voice 2.50pm. 4.55pm. 
7pm. 9.05pm The Opposite Of 
Sex 2.25pm. 4.30pm. 6.40pm. 
8.55pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) «• Angel PI 
3.05pm. 5.05pm. 7.05pm. 9.05pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171 -435 3366) O Belsize Park Pi 
3.10pm. 5.10pm. 7.10pm. 9.10pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) G- Bayswater 
Enemy Of The State 3.20pm. 
6.10pm. 9.10pm Uttte Voice 
3.40pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm. 
8.40pm Meet Joe Black 4.40pm. 
8.30pm The Opposite Of Sex 
4.10pm, 6.40pm. 9pm The Prince 
OF Egypt 2.40pm. 5pm Psycho 
7 -20pm. 9.40pm The Siege 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Star Trek; 

Insurrection 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.20pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) e Sloane 

Square/Sourh Kensington 

Dobermann 2pm, 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.25pm Enemy Of The State 
2.15pm, 5.15pm. 8.45pm Out Of 
Sight 2.45pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
The Siege 1 2.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.15pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) e South 

Kensington Enemy Of The State 
1.10pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 

9.20pm Little Voice 12.40pm, 
2.45pm, 5.10pm. 7.20pm. 

9.30pm The Mask Of Zorro 
12. 20pm, 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 

9.10pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.30pm. 8.15pm The Opposite Of 
Sex 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 
The Prince Of Egypt 12.50pm. 
3.20pm. 6pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) ©■ Piccadilly 
Grois My Name is Joe 12.55pm. 
3.40pm, 6.15pm, 8.45pm Psycho 
lpm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm (Mon- 

Wed). 8.35pm What Dreams May 
Come 2pm. 5.1 5pm. 8.15pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly 
Grots Ant* 12.20pm. 2.1 Opm. 
4.05pm Dobermann 12.1 0pm, 

2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 

9.30pm The Mask Of Zorro 
12noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.30pm. 

4.30pm. 8pm Out Of Sight 
6.15pm. 8.50pm The Prince OF 
Egypt 12noon. 2.05pm. 4. 1 0pm 
Rush Hour 6.30pm, 9pm Sour 
Grapes 12.10pm, 2.20pm. 

4.40pm. 7pm. 9.10pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection lpm. 3.40pm. 

6.40pm, 9.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 
Square The Acid House 1. 30pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm Blade 9.30pm 
Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.15pm, 3.50pm. 6pm, 
8.20pm The Mask Of Zorro 

12.10pm, 3pm, 5.50pm. 9pm The 
Negotiator 1 1 ,40am. 2.40pm. 

9pm The Opposite Of Sex 1pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm. 8.50pm A 

Perfect Murder 1.10pm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Rush Hour 

1.40pm, 4.10pm, 6.50pm, 

9.20pm Sour Grapes 12.3C 
3.10pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm 
Dreams May Come 12.50pm. 
3.30pm, 6.35pm, 9.05pm. 


30pm. 

What 


CINEMA 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181 -896 0066) & Park Royal En- 
emy of the State 12.20pm, 320pm, 
6.20pm. 8,40pm, 9.20pm Little 
Voice 1 .10pm, 3.40pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
The Mask Of Zorro T 2.30pm. 
3.30pm, 6.30pm, 9.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 1 .20pm, 5.1 Opm. 8.50pm My 
Name b Joe 7,40pm The Parent I'ap 
12,35pm. 3.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt T2.40pm, 3pm, 5.20pm Psy- 
cho 10.10pm Rush Hour 2.30prn. 
5,05pm, 10 pm The Siege 1 .30pm. 
4.1 Opm, 7pm, 9.50pm Scar Trek: in- 
surrection 1.10pm, 4pm, 6.40pm, 
9.40pm What Dreams May Come 
6.10pm 


BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) & High 
Barnet Enemy of the State 
12.25pm. 3.10pm. 6.05pm. 8.35pm 
Little Voice 1.15pm.. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm Meet Joe Black 
1 2.45pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm Psycho 
8.55pm The Siege 1pm. 3.45pm, 
6.15pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6.30pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Enemy of the State 
2pm. 5.30pm. 8.15pm Meet Joe 
Black 1 ,20pm. 7.20pm The Prince 
of Egypt 5pm Psycho 8.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.10pm. 
3.45pm. 6.10pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BFh Bex ley heath Enemy of the 
State 1 2.20pm. 3pm. 5.55pm. 
6.55pm, 8.30pm, 9.30pm Jhoole 
Bole Kauwa Kaace 1 ,45pm. 8.45pm 
Little Voice 12.10pm. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7.05pm, 9.20pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1pm. 3.50pm. 
6.40pm. 9.25pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm, 4.15pm. 7.45pm Mehn- 
dl 5.15pm The Parent Trap 1 .30pm. 
4-.l0pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.1 0pm. 3.15pm. 5.25pm Psycho 
7.35pm. 9.50pm The Siege 
1.15pm, 4pm. 6.25pm, 9.1 5pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12noon. 
2,15pm, 4.45pm, 7,15pm. 9.45pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

BR: Bromley South Enemy of the 
State 12.45pm. 6pm Little voice 
2.30pm, 4.40pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.15pm. 3.50pm. 
7.35pm The Siege 3 ,25pm. 8.45pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 1.25pm. 
3.55pm, 6.20pm. 8.55pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Gilford. 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8 JOpm The Siege 8.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.30pm, 
6pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East Little Voice 
4pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.30pm {+ Whoosh) 
Shine 1pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Enemy of 
the State 3.30pm. 6.30pm, 9.30pm 
Little Voice 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 
7.05pm. 9. 1 Opm The Mask of Zor- 
rt> 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm Meet 
Joe Black 1pm, 4.50pm, 8.40pm My 
Name Is Joe 7.10pm The Rarer t 
■Rap 1.20pm, 4.10pm The Prince 
of Egypt 2.20pm. 4.40pm Psycho 
9.40pm Rush Hour 9.50pm The 
Siege 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 6.40pm, 
9.20pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
1.40pm. 4pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) O Dagenham Heathway 
Enemy of the State T 2.40pm. 
3.30pm. 6.20pm, 9.20pm Little 
Voice 2pm, 4.20pm. 7pm, 9.30pm 
The Mask of Zorro 3pm. 5.50pm, 
8.50pm Meet Joe Black 12.30pm. 
4.30pm. 8.30pm My Name Is Joe 
8.40pm The Parent Trap 3.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.20pm. 
4.40pm Psycho 9.50pm Rush Hour 
2.30pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
The Siege 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm 
What Dreams May Come 6.10pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN l/XBRIDGE ROAD (0670- 
9070719) BR/e Ealing Broadway 
Enemy of the State 8.40pm Uttle 
Voice 12.45pm. 3.10pm, 6pm, 
B.30pm Meet Joe Black 1 2 .50pm, 
4.30pm. 8.10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection lpm, 3.30pm. 6.10pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 12 (0990-888990) 
■O Tottenham Hale Antz 4.30pm 
Babe: Pig In the Qty 4.50pm Ene- 
my of the State 3pm, 6pm. 6.50pm, 
9.10pm, 9.45pm Jhoole Bole Kauwa 
Kaate 9pm The Land Girts 5.45pm 
Little Voice 3.50pm, 6.20pm, 
8.50pm ^ The Mask of Zorro 3.1 5pm. 
9.30pm Meet Joe Black 4.05pm, 
7.50pm The Opposite of Sex 
3.25pm. 5.55pm, 8.30pm The Par- 
ent TVap 3.t0pm, 6.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 3.30pm Psycho 
4.40pm. 7.05pm. 9 35pm Rush 
Hour 7.15pm, 10pm The Siege 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.40pm. 6.35pm. 
9.05pm What Dreams May Come 
8,40pm 

FELTHAM 

ON EWORLD THE M0WES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham Enemy of 
the State 1.1 5pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 7pm, 9.10pm. 9.50pm 
Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 11.10am, 
2.40pm, 6.10pm. 9.40pm 


Uttle Voice 12 noon. 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12.05pm. 3pm. 6pm. 
9pm Meet Joe Black 1 pm. 4 30pm. 
8pm The Opposite of Sex 1 1 .30nrr.. 
2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm The 
fajrent Trap 11.20am. 1.50pm. 
4.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
11.30am. 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 6pm 
Psycho 12.10pm. 2.30pm. 5pm. 
7.30pm. 9.50pm Rush Hour Sprn. 
1 0. 1 5pm The Siege 1 .15pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm. 9.30pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 12noon, 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 
7.10pm. 9.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 12.30pm. 6.30pm Za- 
khm 3pm. 8.55pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ©■ East Finchley/Finchley 
Central Enemy of the State 3p:n. 
6pm, 9pm Little Vbice 1. 30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 
9.20pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.40pm. 8.30pm My Name Is Joe 
7.20pm The Parent Trap 1.10pm. 
4pm The Prince of Egypt 1 .50pm. 
4.30pm Psycho 9.50pm Rush Hour 
9.30pm The Siege 1.20pm. 
4.20pm. 6.50pm. 9.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1 ,40pm, 4. 1 Opm. 
7pm. 9.10pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3110) ©■ Finchley Road Enemy of 
the State 1pm. 3.30pm, 6.20prr. 
9.20pm Little Voice 1 .50pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm The Mask of Zone 
4.20pm. 10pm Meet Joe Black 
1.25pm. 5.05pm. 8.45pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 
7.20pm. 9.50pm Psycho 1 0.20pm 
The Siege 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.50pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm Sour 
Grapes 7.45pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 2.10pm. 4.50pm, 7.30pm, 
10. 1 0pm What Dreams May Com? 
2.30pm, 5.15pm 

(SOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 724) O Golders 
Green Meet Joe Black 2.45pm. 
7.25pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) 

BR: Greenwich Enemy of die Stats 
3.40pm. 6.1 5pm. 9pm Little Voice 
4.55pm, 7pm, 9.05pm My Name Is 
Joe 8.50pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
4.50pm. 8.50pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902041 3) -e Bcteize 
Park Enemy of the State 8.15pm 
little VOke 2pm, 4.15pm, 6.30pm 
8.45pm Meet Joe Black 3pm. 
7.20pm Star Trek: insurrection 
2.40pm. 5.50pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-90707 1 8) €► Raven- 
sccxirt ftyk/Hammersmith Enemy of 
the State 3pm. 6.10pm, 9.10pm 
Little Voice 1.20pm. 3.50pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
12.50pm. 4.30pm. 8.10pm The 
Siege 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 6.30pm. 
9.05pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) -B Har- 
row on the HUI/Harrow S Wealdstorte 
The Soldier (Asian Film) 8.45pm 
Zakham 1.30pm. 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) ■©• Harrow on the Hill Enemy 
of the State 12.10pm. 3pm, 6pm. 
9pm Uttle Voice 1 .40pm, 4.05pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 1 1.45am. 2.40pm. 5.35pm. 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.40pm, 0.20pm My Name Is Joe 
6.55pm The Opposite of Sen 
11.50am. 2.10pm, 4.30pm The 
Parent Tl^p 1.10pm. 4pm The 
Prince of Egypt i.55pm. 4.1 5 pm 
Psycho 9.40pm Rush Hour 9.30pm 
The Siege 1.30pm. 4.05pm 
6.45pm, 9.20pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm 
8 50pm ’ 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) e Arch- 
way Enemy of the State 2.50pm 
5.40pm, 8.30pm Uttle Voice 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
® r ZO'TO 2.15pm, 
5-20pm, 8.15pm Meet Joe Black 
12.20pm, 4pm, 7.40pm Psycho 
1 .05pm, 3.25pm, 6pm, 9pm Rush 
Hour 1.40pm. 4.05pm. 6.30pm 
2 -Mpm. 3.10pm, 6pm! 
3.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .1 5pm, 3.45pm, 6.20pm, 8.50pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) e Gants 
Hil l Pah cingAt Lughnasa 5.50pm 
Enemy of Hie State H 


State 12.l0nm 

3pm, S'lOprnUcrte Vice 1.50™ 

A.10pm 6.30pm. 8.50pm UtSEL 

S3. ,2 Wte ’i£ 


a / ■=„ Tr ^ k L In5Urrecli0n 

3.45pm, 6.15pm 


lpm. 
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KILBURN 

THE TRICYCLE GNEMA(0171- 
528 1000) G IGlbum The 

Fountainhead Thu 3pm Little 
Vdice 6.30pm, 8.45pm {+ Short- 
Kings of Sam with 8.45pm 
performance only) 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Enemy oF the State 
2.25pm. 5.15pm. 8.05pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.15pm, 7.15pm Psycho 
8.25pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
2.15pm. 6.05pm 

MUSWELLHOLL 

ODEON (08705 050007) G High- 
gate Enemy of the State 3.45pm. 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black 12.40pm, 
4.10pm, 4.10pm. 7.40pm The 
Siege 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
] .35pm, 6.20pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (01 8 T -235 3006) BR: 
Rodham Rye Enemy of che State 
3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm Little Voice 
5.05pm, 7. 1 0pm. 9. 1 5pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.55pm, 8.30pm My Name 
Is Joe 7pm Psycho 4.45pm. 
7.05pm, 9.25pm Rush Hour 
9.10pm The Siege 4.20pm, 
6.50pm, 9.20pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1pm, 5pm 

PURLEV 

ABC (0670-9020407) BR: Parley 
Meet Joe Black 7.10pm The Siege 
5.10pm. 8.10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 6.10pm. 8.30pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) G Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney. Enemy of the 
State 6pm, 9pm Little Voice 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm, B. 30pm 
Meet Joe Black I pm. 4.45pm. 
3.30pm Star Ttek: Insurrection 
1pm. 3.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BJVG 
Richmond Uttle Voice 2 pm. 
4.20pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm, 4.30pm. 8.20pm 
The Siege 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/G Richmond Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 6pm. 9pm The Mask of 
Zorn> 2.40pm. 5.40pm, 8.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.10pm. 4.20pm 
Psycho 6.30pm. 9-20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.50pm, 
9.30pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC 10870-9020419) BR: fomford 
Enemy of the State B.lOpm Meet 
Joe Black 2.20pm, 7.20pm Rsycho 
2.30pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 2.15pm, 5.40pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007) BR.' Romford Enemy of the 
State 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.45pm, 

3. 30pm The Land Girls 6.30pm Lit- 
tle Voice l.30pm, 4pm. 6.15pm, 
3.40pm The Mask of Zorro 
1 15pm. 5. 15pm, 8.15pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.30pm. 4pm. 7.30pm The 
Parent Trap 12.45pm. 3.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.45pm Psycho 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm Rush 
Hour 8.50pm The Siege 1 2.45pm, 
3.15pm. 5.50pm, 8.20pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC 10541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Brassed Off 1 1.30am. 3.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.15pm. 7.15pm 
Psycho 8.30pm Scar Ttek: Insur- 
rection 6pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) BR: Crfck- 
tanood Caemy of the State 3pm. 
5.50pm. 3.45pm Little Voice 
2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm 
•Meet Joe Black 1 2.45pm. 4.30pm. 

3 iSpm The Prince of Egypt 
l'.25pm. 4.40pm Psycho 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 7pm, 9.20pm The Siege 
' 15pm. 3.50pm, 6.35pm. 9.15pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 
i 30pm. 6.15pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Mrealham Hill Ana 1 .40pm Meet 
Joe Black 3.40pm. 7.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.50pm Psycho 
2.20pm, 5.55pm, 8.25pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm,- 
3.40pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 

St rear ham Hill/O Brixton/Oapham 
Common Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 2.55pm. 5.40pm, 8.25pm 
Little Voice 1 ,20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm, 
8.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
12.15pm. 2.20pm. 4.30pm Rush 
Hour 6.35pm, 8.45pm The Siege 
1pm. 3.30pm, 6pm, 8.40pm Star 
TiYk: Insurrection 1 ,30pm, 3.50pm. 
5.10pm, 8.30pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/G 
Stratford East Enemy of the State 
2.30pm. 5.50pm, 8.35pm Little 
Voice 1.35pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 
8.30pm Meet Joe Black l ,30pm, 
4.45pm. 8pm Psycho 4pm. 9pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 2pm. 
6.30pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) G Morden En- 
emy of the State 3.25pm. 6. 1 5pm, 
9pm Little Voice 3.40pm, 6pm. 
8.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
3 55pm. 6.45pm Meet Joe Black 
4.25pm. 8pm Psycho 9.45pm The 
Siege 4.10pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4.40pm. 9. 1 5pm 


WILLESDEN 
BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) 
G WHIesden Green KUCti Kuch Hota 
Hai (phone for times) The Prince 
of Egypt 4.45pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 6.45pm. 9.1 5pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/e- 
WimbiedorVG South Wimbledon 
Enemy of the State 2.30pm, 
5.25pm, 8.20pm Little Voice 2pm, 
4. 1 5pm, 6.30pm, 8.45pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.20pm. 3.50pm. 7.30pm 
The Siege 2.45pm, 5.45pm, 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 ,45pm, 4.05pm, 6 .25pm. 8.45pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) G South 
W/oodford Enemy of the State 
8pm Meet Joe Black 2.30pm, 
7.30pm Psycho 220pm. 6.10pm. 
8.30pm Star itek: Insurrection 
2.40pm. 5.40pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woofwich Arsenal Psycho 6.1 Opm. 
8.40pm The Siege 3.35pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm Star Ttek: Insurrection 4pm 

WOOD GREEN 
NEW CURZON (01 81 -347 6664} G 
Turnpike Lane Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 
2pm, 8.45pm Zakhm 5.30pm 


Cinema 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 
ONE LUM1ERE Oueensberry Place 
SW7 (01 71-838 2144/21 46) Sitcom 
(18) 7.30pm 

THE LUX CINEMA Haxton Square 
N1 (0171-684 0201) Berlin -Sym- 
phony of a Great City (U) 7pm (+ 
Shorts) Life in the Fast Lane: The 
No Ml 1 Story (NC) 9pm (+ Short) 

NFT South Bank SEI (0171-928 
3232) The Horse Whisperer (PG) 
2.30pm The American Soldier: 
Fassbinder (NC) 6.15pm Key Largo 
(PG) 6.30pm La Chtenne (NC) 
7.30pm Men with Guns (15) 
B.30pm The Bitter Tears of Petra 
Von Kant (18) 8.40pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Big 
Lebowski (18) 1pm Snake Eyes 
(15) 3.45pm Rounders (15) 9pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (01 71 -420 0100) Ze- 
ro Effect (1 5) 6.30pm + The Last 
Days of Disco 8.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CEN TRE High 
Street. Brentford (0181-568 1 176) 
Out of Sight (15) 1.30pm, 7pm Lit- 
tle Voice (1 5) 5pm. 9pm 

BRIGHTON 
DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) The Fountainhead 
(PG) 2pm x (Pi) (15) 4.15pm. 

3 ,50pm SognLETOro (NC) 6.30pm 

BRISTOL 
CUBE CINEMA (0114-907 4191) 
Wild Angels (NC) 8.30pm 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
The Add House (18) 6pm. 8.25pm 
little Voice (15) 6.05pm, 8.35pm 

CAMBRIDGE 
ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Sitcom (18) 12.30pm Dober- 
mann (18) 2.30pm. 9.20pm Me- 
tropolis (PG) 5pm Fire (15) 
7.15pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) The Truman Show (PG) 
6.15pm The Add House (18) 
8.15pm Dancing at Lughnasa 
(PG) 2.30pm. 7.30pm 

CHICHESTER 
NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01 243- 
786650) My Name is Joe (15) 

1 30pm, 6.30pm D6Ja Vu (15) 4pm 
Marquise (T5) 9pm 

IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01*73-215544) 
Henry Fool (18) 2.30pm, 6pm. 
S.3Qpm Fire (15) 6pm, 8.15pm 


Theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
running times include intervals. • 
— Seats at ail prices I — Seats at 
some pricesO-— Returns only Mati- 
nees — El]: Sun, (3(: Tue, (4J: Wed, 
[5]: Thur. (6J: Fri. |7J: Sat * 

9 ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party whkiKmterrtipted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
tidly Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71 -494 5065) G Picc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. J5J(7J 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 El 2.50-El 7.50 (restricted 
views). 130 mins. 

# ANIADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s 
acclaimed drama. Old Vic The Cut, 
SET (0171-928 76164x4200000) 
BR/G Waterloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
(4) [7J 2.30pm, E7.50-E30. 

1 80 mins. 

• ANNIE Rags to riches stoiy of 
the optimistic orphan. Victoria 
Palace Victoria Street, 5W1 (0171- 
834 1317) BR/G Victoria. Tue-5at 
7.30pm. |4J[7J 2.30pm, [1J 4pm. 
£7.50- £32. 50. 165 mins. 

k ART Lany Lamb, Jack Dee. Tim 
Heafy in V^smfna Reza's comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham's Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/CC 0171-867 
1 1 1 1} G Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm, [4] 
3pm. [71(1] 5pm. E9.50-E27.50. 
90 mins- 

•BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on 
Disney's cartoon version of the 
favourite fairy tale. Dominion Tot- 
tenham Court Road. W1 (01 7 ] -656 
1888) G Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, I5([71 2.30pm. £18.50- 
£35. 150 mins. 

BLOOD BROTHERS WOiy 
Russell'S long-r unning Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix Char- 
ing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1 733) G Leic Sq/Totr Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5| 3pm, (7) 4pm, 
E11.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-shnw trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) G Covent Garden/CharlngX. 
Tue-Thur 8pm, Fri 5.30pm fit 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm, mats 
[1]4pm. E10-E27. half price Friday 
matinees. 1 60 mins. 

• CATS Lloyd Webber’s musical 
version of TS Eliot's poems. New 
London Parker Street, WC2 (0171- 
405 0072/cc 0171-404 4079) G 
Covent Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, [31(7] 3pm, E12.50-E35. 
165 mins. 

Q CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub act Add- 
phi Maiden Lane, WC2 (0171-344 
0055) G Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 

1 3pm. £1&£36 (inc booking 
fee). 130 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 

Company feert- forwards through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Qrcus. W1 
(01 71-369 1 747) G Pfcc Ore. Wfed- 
SarSpm. |5] 3pm. |7j 5pm, (1 ) 4pm. 
E6-E25. Thur mats - all seats £10. 

1 20 mins. 


9 LES MISE RABIES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s 
masterpiece- Palace Shaftesbury 
Avenue, W1 (0171-434 0909) G 
Picc arc. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, (5JI7J 
2.30pm, E7-E35. 195 mins. 

•MISS SAIGON Musicai which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WQ (0171- 
494 5060) G Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [4J{7) 3pm. E5.75-E35. 
1 65 mins. 

• TOE MOUSETRAP Ag atha 
Christie's whodunnit St Martin's 
West Street, WC2 (0171-836 1443) 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 
2.45pm, [7] 5pm. E10-E24.50. 135 
mins. 

) OKLAHOMA! Maureen Upman 
stars in the NatnaaTh acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein's cowboy v farmhand musacaL 
Lyceum Wellington Street, WC2 
(0870-606 3446/cC 606 6446) 
G Charing X/EmbankmenL Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (4|{7| 2.30pm, ends 26 
June, £10-£35. 

◦ THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical Her Majesty's Hay- 
market, 5W1 (0171-494 5400/cc 
0171 -344 4444) G Picc arc. Mon- 
Sar 7.45pm, (41(7] 3pm. booking to 
June 26. £10-£35. 1 50 mins. 

► RENT Musical inspired by LaBo- 
h erne and set in modern (by New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-2 1 1 221) G Hot- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [41(71 3pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 160 mins. 

> RICHARD ffl Robert lindsay stare 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 0171- 
836 0479) ■©■ Charing X/Embank- 
ment. Mon-Sac 7 30pm, [71 2.30 pm. 
£1 0-E27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
•OLMBi: Peter ftn Stephen Oliv- 
er’s music accompanies me tale of 
the Boy Who Vfould Not Grow Up 
with Michael Bryant as the story- 
teller In rep tonight 7.1 5pm, ends 
20 Feb. 

• COTTESL0E: Guiding 5 tar 
Jonathan Harvey’s new play gives a 
tender account of the life of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor. In rep 
tonight 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 150 
mins. 

NT2000: Hindle Wakes Stanley 
Houghton's examination of sexual 
emancipation. Tonight 6pm. Olivier: 
£8-£27. Cottesloe: E12-E18. 
NT? OOO: £4. cones £3. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SEI (0171- 
452 3000). BR/G Waterloo. 

ROVAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
•TOE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakespeare's examination of justice. 
In rep today 1 .45pm fir 7.1 5pm. 

• THE PIT: Bad Weather Robert 
Holman's examination of the break- 
down in family relationships, in rep 
today 2pm & 7 .1 5pm. Barbican The- 
atre: E5-E27. The Pit: E12-E18.50. 
Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891). BR/G Barbican/Moorgate. 

O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Bit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020) 
G Oxford Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 

E10-E32.50. 



FIRST CALT. r LAST CALL 


First Call 

WHEN THE Marx Brothers gatecrashed a parly in the 
Thirties film Animal Crackers, they gave a EaimBar comic 
situation a surreal twist None of the original charm has 
been lost in this staging/ with Ben Keaton, Joe Atessi, Ibty 
Sedgwick and Jean Chaliis in the classic roles. Written by 
George Kaufinan and Morrie ByskindLit features lyrics by 
Bert KalmerandHanyRuby^ with additioiialsQngsly Chris 
Jordan. Emil Wolk and Gregory Hersov direct 
LtyicTheatiQSIwftesbuTyAzQ ('0171-1945045) 

from U Mar 

Last Call 

DESPITE THE fluffy blonde hair and ruffle shirts, English 
singer-songwriter Jodie Tzuke (right) must be a tough 
cookie to have lasted 20 years in the rock business. She 
is best Imown as Elton John’s protegee and for her hit 
single ‘‘Stay With Me *tfll Dawn” in the Seventies, yet since 
then she has not been idle: all seven of her albums have 
reached the Tbp 40. 

Varieties, Leeds (01132 430808) today ; Wavendon Stables, 
Mdtan Keynes (Q190S 58392S) Jaxi SO; Warwick Arts Centre, 
Coventry (01203 524524) 1 Feb; Rosehffl Theatre, White- 
haven (01946 692422) 5 Feb; Cottier Theatre, Glasgow 
(0141 -357 3868) 6 Fish, QEH, London (0272 -S6D 4242) S Fteb 



BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Paul Bradley from Eos- 
tenders stare alongside Only PMs 
and Horses’ John Chaliis. Today 
2pm & 7pm. ends 24 Jan. £6-£1 6, 
cones available. Sawdose (01225 
448844) 

BRISTOL 
NEW VIC STUDIO Fr ecbird Black 

ereona dodgy mis^onto^onnvalL 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Thur-Sat 8pm 
ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Panto extravaganza about the fabled 
fowL 21 fir 22 Jan. 2.15pm & 
7. 1 5pm. ends 30 Jan. E3-E1 6. King 
Street (0117-987 7877J 


(4JJ7J 2.30pm. 
135 mins. 


I DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jnn Hat- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street W6 
(01 7 1 -41 6 6022) G Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, (4J[7J 2.30pm, 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• THE GLORY OF LIVING 

Drama set amon&t the trailer parks 
of southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca Gflman. Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street, WC2 (01 71-565 5000) 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 6 
Feb. £10. cones £5. 


LEICESTER 
PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
Henry Fool (18) 6.05pm Rien Ne 
Va Pius (15) 9pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Marquise (15) 2.30pm. 5.45pm 
The TTuman Show (PG) 8.15pm 


Cinema 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BATH 

ABC CINEMA (01225-461730): 
Ann (PG): Meet Joe Black (12) 

LITTLE THEATRE (01225-466822); 
Babe: Pig in cheaty (U); The Land 
Girts (12): Little Woke (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG) 

ROBINS CINEMA (0 1 22 5-461 506); 
Enemy of the State (IS): Lost In 
Space (PG); The Parent Trap (PG); 
The Prince of Egypt (U); The 
Siege (15): Star Tkek: Insurrection 
(PG) 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (01 81-888 2519) 

G Turnpike Lane Enemy of the State 
3pm. 5.45pm, 8.20pm Meet Joe 
Black 3.30pm. 7.25pm Psycho 
6.10pm. 8.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 4pm, 6.20pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) G Surrey 
Ouays Babe: P(g In the Gty 4.50pm 
Enemy oF the State 3.10pm, 6pm, 
3.50pm Little Voice 4pm. 6. 1 0pm. 
8.25pm The Mask of Zorro 3pm. 
5.50pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
4.20pm, 8.10pm Psycho 7.05pm, 
9 40pm The Siege 3.30pm. 
6.20pm, 9.10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) 

G Uxbridge Meet joe Black 
12.) 5pm. 3.50pm. 7.25pm The 
Siege 5.50pm. 8- 50pm Star Trek: 
insurrection 1.10pm, 3.25pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) G Waltham- 
stow Central Enemy of the State 
8.10pm Meet Joe Black 2.10pm. 
7.20pm The Siege 2pm. 5.10pm. 
8.1 Opm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.30pm, 5.20pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR; Walton on Thames 
Little Voice 3.30pm. 6.40pm, 
8.50pm Meet Joe Black 3pm, 
7.15pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) 

BR: El cham The Mask of Zorro 4pm. 
8.10pm Psycho 6.10pm, 8. 40pm 
Star Trek: insurrection 4pm. 
6.20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): Anu (PG): Asterix Con- 
quers America (U); Babe: Pig In the 
City (U); Enemy of the 5tate (1 5): 
Little Voice (1 5); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Meet Joe Black (12): The 
Parent Trap (PG); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Psycho (1 5): Rush Hour 
(1 5); The Siege (15): Star TVefc In- 
surrection (PG): What Dreams 
May Come (15) 

CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-5551 78): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U); Meet Joe Black (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15): Star Trek: insurrection (PG) 

CAPTTOL ODEON (08705-050007); 
Babe: Pig In the City (U); Enemy 
of the State (15): Meet Joe Black 
(12): Paradise Road (15); The 
Prince Of Egypt (U); Psycho (15); 
The Siege (15); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG) 

MONICO (01222-693426); Meet 
Joe Black (12): What Dreams May 
Come (15) 

ODEON (08705-050007): 
Antz (PG): Little Voice (15): 
The Mask or Zorro (PGJ; The Par- 
ent Trap (PG) 

Ua 12 (0990-888990); Antz (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): Enemy 
of the State (15); The Land Girls 
1 1 2): Little Voice (1 5); Lock, Stock 
* Tl«o Smoking Barrels (1 8): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet Joe Black 
(12): Mr Magoo (PG): Mulan |U): 
Out of Sight (1 5); The Rareut Trap 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Psycho (1 5); Rush Hour ( 1 5); Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (1 5); The Siege 
( 1 5); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
Wajood (PG); What Dreams May 
Come (15) 


GREASE Energetic stage 
version of the hit film about life in an 
American high school Cambridge 
Earlham Street, WC2 (0171-494 
5080) G Coven c Garden. Mon-Sac 
7.30pm, [4((7l 3pm. E10-E30. 
1 50 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
m Peter HalTs acclaimed production 
of WDde’s comedy, lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5045) 
G Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4) 
3pm, I7J 4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 
1 65 mins. 

IAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Prksrtiey’a thriller Garrick 
Charing Goss Road, WC2 (01 71 -494 
5085) G Leic Sq. Mon -Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.15pm. (41 2.30pm, (7) 5pm. 
Upper circle £1 2.50-E29.50. 
110 mins. 

9 INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Donmar Ware- 
house Earlham Street, WC2 (0171- 
369 1732) «■ Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4)17] 2.30pm, 
£15- £27. 50. 

• TOE INVENTION OF LOVE 

Ibm Stoppard's play about the life of 
■; A 6 Houseman, author of The 
ypshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
Hayxnarhet Haymarkec. SWl (0171- 
930 8800) O' Picc Ore. Tue-Sat 
7 30pm. [4](7J 2.30pm. £10- 
E32.50. 

I JESUS, IWY BOV Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 
mas show. ApoDo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WI (0171-494 5070) «■ Picc 
Ore. Tue-Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm & 8pm, 
P] 3pm & 5pm. E5.50-E18.50. 

• KAFKA’S DICK Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett’s comedy about the moribund 
writs: PfceacSiy Denman Street WI 
(0171-369 17=i4}OPiecCirc.lnrep 
today 3pm & 8pm, ends 26 Feb. 
E12-E30. 

9 LITTLE MALCOLM AND HtS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS EwanMcGregcrstaraasthe 
revolutionary activist m David Halii- 
wdTs drama. Comedy Ranton Street 
SWl {0171-369 1731) G Picc 
Qrc/leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. (5J[7) 
3pm. ends 13 Mar, E7-E27.50, 

9 LORD OF THE FUES Stage ver- 
sion of William Gokfing's classic tale 
of schoolbqys living on a deserted is- 
land, Lyric Hammersmith King Street. 
W6 (0181-741 2311) G Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mat today 
1. 30pm, ends 6 Feb. £5-£I6. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's ftmeraL Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/® Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
15JI?) 3pm. E8-E27.50. 


•TOE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
prochietkm of Raymond Briggs’s con- 
‘ temporary classic. Sadler's WeHs At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WQ 
(0171-86. 8222) D-Hotbornrtem- 
ple. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 30 Jan, 
£7.5D-£32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Uoyd Webber’s hi-tech rofler-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/O Vic- 
toria. Mon-5at 7.45pm, [3J[7J 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

► THE STREET OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Scidtz's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre oe Com- 
plirite’s acclaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WI (0171-494 5040/cc 0171-344 
4444) ^ Picc Ore. Tue-Sat 8pm, (7J 
3pm. (1) 5pm. ends 20 Feb. £6-£25- 

► THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
Iinda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn’s 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) & Covert Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (Sjpj 3pm, ends 23 
Jan. £1 5-E27.50. 140 mins. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky’s tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family. Albery Sc Mar- 
tin’s Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
■O Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [51(71 
3pm. ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50. 

► THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin’s Lane. WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) ^ Leic Sq/Char- 


CH1 CHESTER 
CHICH ES T E R FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni- 
color Dreameoat Tim Rice and An- 
drew Lkryd Webber’s musical version 
of the Bible stoiy Mon-Thur 230pm 
fit 7.30pm. Fri fit Sac 5pm fit 8pm 
ends 23 Jan. £6.50, cones available 
Oaktands Park (01243-781312) 

GUILDFORD 
MILL STUDIO. YVONNE ARNAUD 
THEATRE The Ministry of Biscuits 
Light-hearted satire about the 
prohibition of decadent sweetmeats 
m post-war London. 21-23 Jan. 
8pm, mat 23 Jan, 4pm. £8. cones 
available. MiUbrook (01483-440000) 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE 
Sleuth Peter Bowles and Michael 
Maloney star Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri- 
Sat 8pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm 
ends 30 Jan. £13.50-£20.50. cones 
available. MiUbrook (01483-440000) 

HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN’S THEATRE Dick Whit 
tington and His Kool Kool Kat 
Favourite songs from the 1960s and 
1970s accompany this inter-galactic 
panto. 21 Jan. 6.30pm. 21 6 23 Jan. 
2.30pm. 22 fir 23 Jan. 7.30pm. 
E6.50-E13. Billet Lane (01708- 
.443333) 


IPSWICH 
WOLSEY THEATRE The Norman 
Conquests: Tbble Manners Alan 
Ayckbourn’s comedy about a planned 
dirty weekend which is foiled. 21 & 
22 Jan. 7.45pm. 23 Jan. 2.30pm 6 
8pm, phone for prices. Civic Drive 
(01473-253725) 

LEICESTER 
HAYMARKET THEATRE Singin’ in 
the Rain High water marie of Amer- 
ican musicals. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, 
macs Wed 6 Sat 2.30pm. ends 8 Feb. 
E7-E19.50. Belgrave Gate (0116- 
253 9797) 

NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Girls' Night Out 
Hen-night comedy by Dave Simpson. 
21 Jan. 8pm. 22 fir 23 Jan, 6pm & 
9pm. £1 1 -£1 4.50. Guildhall Road 
(01604-624811) 


ing X. Mon -Sat T.30pm. 
3.30pm, E5-E25. 90 mins. 


I«H7I 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) e Hoi- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 151171 3pm, 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 

san HUTs duffing ghost stay. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238) O Covent Garden/Holbom. 
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Theatre 

Beyond The west End 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp's Last 

Tape Edward Petherbridge 
performs Samuel Beckett's 
melancholic piece. IMon-Sat 8pm, 
matr ni 6 Sat 5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. 
£8-£12. Great Newport Street, 
WC2 (0171 -B36 3334) O Leicester 
Square. 

tricvcle Theatre The Colour or 

Justice Topical dramatisation 
of the Stephen Lawrence case. 
Mon-Fri 8pm, Sat 4pm & 8pm. ends 
6 Feb. £8-£ 13.50. Wlbum High 
Road. NW6 (0171-328 1Q001 
^ Kilbum. 1 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


BASINGSTOKE 
HAYMARKET THEATRE 
Ian Targett and Ian Lim 


Corpse 
'star in 
rabout 

a penniless actor who contrives to 
murder bits wealthy twin and assume 
his lifestyle. Mon-Thur & Sat 7.45pm. 
Fri 6pm 6 9pm. ends 6 Feb. £9,50- 
£1 5.50. tones available. Wore Street 
(01256-465566) 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Dick Whitt! 
and His Fabulous Cat 
adventure story. 21 & 22 Jan. 
2.15pm. 23 Jan, 4. 30pm S 7.30pm. 
24 Jan, 3pm fi 6pm. E5.75-E9.75. 
cones available. Embankment Road 
(01733-552439) 

PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio and Su 
Rillard climb the giant beanstalk. 21- 
23. 26-30 Jan, 2.30pm fir 7.30pm, 
24 Jan. 3pm. E6-E15.50. Royal Pa- 
rade South (01752-267222) 

PORT TALBOT 
PRINCESS ROYAL THEATRE Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs Glad- 
iator Fbx stars as the baddie. Spirit 
in the Mhroc. Mon-Sat. 7.30pm, 
mats Sat, 2.30pm. £5.75. cones £4. 
Chric Centre (01639-763214) 

READING 
THE MILL ATSONNING TVvo Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Borne. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sat 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£2 1.95-E32.95 including dinner. 
Sonning Eye (0118-969 8000) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion. The Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 

Adrian Mitchell's adaptation of (he GS 

Lewis Narnia classic. Today 5pm, 
end 27 Feb. £5 -£30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE Troll us and Cres- 
sida Shakespeare's depiction of the 
human sprit undermined by btooty 
war&ra. Today 1.30pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£5-£30. 

A Montit in the Country Brian 
Friel's adaptation of Turgenev’s 
portrait of all-consuming sexual 
desire. Michael Attenborough di- 
rects. tonight 7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£5-£30. Waterside (01 789-295623) 

WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Mur- 
der i$ Easy Stage adaptation of 
Agatha Christie's murder mystery. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 30 Jan. £5-50- 
£14.50. cones available. London 
Road (01702-342564) 

WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Motive Kate 
OTViara and CHve Mantle star in this 
minder mystery which, unlike the av- 
erage whodunnit lades a motive. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. 
Sat 4.45pm, ends 6 Feb. £6-£25, 
cones available. Thames Street 
(01753-853B88) 


Exhibitions Classical 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINI Secret Victorians: 
Contemporary Art and a Nine- 
teenth Cenury Vision British and 
AmericanartiStszndvdinsMatCofi- 
ishaw and Helen Chadwick respond 
to the Victorian era. Mon-Sat 10am- 
7pm, Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Narrow Quay (01 17-929 9191) 

BRISTOL CITY MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Lost and Found Witty 
sculptures with fantasy themes cre- 
ated from discarded objects. Mon- 
Sun I0asn-5pm. ends 24 Jan. free. 
Queen’s Rd (0717-922 3571) 

WATERSHED Places of Presence 
- Newfoundland Kin and Ancestral 
Land: Marlene Creates The Cana- 
dian artist combines objects, pho- 
tographs, texts and hand -drawn 
memory maps. Mon-Sun 9am- 1 1 pm, 
ends 7 Mar, free. Canon's Road 
(0117-925 3845) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FnZWtLLIAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistlec Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints ex 

rftoe^iree artists. Ends 1 Vfeb! 
British watercolours from the 
Oppe Collection Including works by 
Tlirner and Constable. Tue-Sst 1 0anv 
5pm. Sun 2. 1 5pm-5pm, ends 24 Jan. 
free. Trumpington Street (01223- 
332900) 

KETTLE'S YARD Physical Evidence 
frtnovaiivE paintings, drawings, sculp- 
ture and video. Tue-Sat 12.30pm- 
5.30pm, Sun 2 pm- 530pm. ends 28 
Feb. free. Castle Street (01223- 
3521241 

LONDON 

BRITISH MUSEUM The Golden 
Sword: Stamford Raffles and the 
East Art and artefacts exploring the 
life and work of the founder of Sin- 
gapore. Mon-Sat lOam-5 pm. Sun 
l2noon-6pm, ends 18 Apr. £4. 
cones £2. Great Russell Street. WC1 
(0171 -636 1 555) -G Russell Square. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Luca 
Signorelli In British Collections 
Drawings and paintings by the artist 
Ends 31 Jan. 

In the Light of Fra Angelico: 
Zanobi Strozzj Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintings of the 15th-cen- 
tury artist Mon & Tue, Thur-Sun 
10am-6pm. Wed 1 0am -9pm. ends 
7 Mar. free. Trafalgar Square. WC2 
(01 71-747 2885) & Charing Cross. 

TATE GALLERY Art Now 16: 
Something is Missing - Jean-Marc 
Bustamante Installation exploring 
cities in photographs. Ends 31 Jan. 
Turner in the Alps Works on paper 
made on Ulmer's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House Paintings and 
sculpture, including work by 
Canaletto, Stubbs and Holbein. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm, ends 28 
Feb. free. Mil [bank. SWl (0171-887 
8000) «• Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Grinling Gibbons and the Art of 
Carving Work by the 17th-century 
woodcarver. Ends 24 Jan. 
Picasso's Ladles: Wendy Ramshaw 
Precious-metal jewellery. Ends 15 
Feb 15. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from die 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser-known subjects by 
the 90-year-old photographer Ends 
12 Apr. 

Silver and Syrup: A Selection 
from the Collection Work by lead- 
ing photographers throughout his- 
tory. Mon 12 noon -5 45pm. Tue-Sun 
10am-5.45pm. ends 31 Jul. E5. 
cones £3. UB40/disabled/mems/af- 
ter 4.30pm free Cromwell Road, 
5W7 (0171-938 8441) 9 South 
Kensington. 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVID’S HALL London Phil- 
harrnonic/Haitlnk "Mahler's 
valedictory 9th Symphony. Tonight 
730pm. £7-£20. The Hayes (01222- 
878444) 

LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL San Francisco 
Symphony Orchestra/Tilson 
Thomas Mendelssohn's Violin 
Concerto and Prokofiev's 5th Sym- 
phony. Tonight 7.30pm. E10-E30. 
Barbican Centre, EC2 (0171-638 
8891) G-Moorgate/Barbican. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
Orchestra of the Age of Enhght- 
enment/Levin Two Mozart Piano 
Concertos plus his 39th Symphony. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £8-£20. South 
Bank Centre, SEI (0171-960 4242) 
BR/G- Waterloo. 


Opera 


LONDON 

BLOOMSBURY THEATRE Stone 
Angels New opera about schoolgirls 
marooned on an Aegean island by 
Paul Barker. Tonight 8pm. £6.50- 
£10. Gordon Street. WC1 (01 71 -388 
8822) -e- Russell Square. 

LYRIC STUDIO Vhnessa Samuel Bar- 
ber's opera receiving a belated UK 
premiere from the Other Theatre 
Company tonight 8pm. £10-£13, 
cones £5. K'mg Street, W6 (0181- 
741 2311)-&Hammersmith. 


EVENTS 


LONDON 

TWEPITYTWENTYONE Large scale 


by international 20 th century 

designers. 20/2T Upper Sweet W 
(0171-288 1996) dAngeL Tue-Fri 
1 0eurHSpm. Sat 10am-5.30pm. ends 
23 lan. prices vary. 

ART99 Contemporary art fair with 

works offered for sale by a wide range 
of galleries, plus START an area de- 
voted to the work of young British 
artists, and a (me to one guide to bqy- 
ing contemporary art Business De- 
sign Centre Upper Street N1 
(0171-359 3535) e Angel. Today 
11am-6p<n. Fri & Sac 11am-7pm. 
Sun 1 lam-5pm. ends 24 Jan. £10. 
£8.50 adv. 

LONDON INTERNATIONAL MIME 
FESTIVAL Exciting and eclectic the 
atre and events, including perfor- 
mances by French, Russian, 
Australian, Canadian and Italian 
companies, as well as those from the 
UK London International Mime 
Festival WCT (0171-637 5661) 
Ends 24 Jan. phone for details. 

SHAKESPEARE'S GLOBE EXHIBI- 
TION Learn sbout iht reconstruction 
and about Elizabethan Southwark. 
Shakespeare Qobe Exhibition New 
Globe Walk 5E1 (0171-902 1500) 
e- London Brtdge/Manslon House. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5pm guided tours 
every half hour. £5. cones £4. child 
E3. family £14. 


Dance 


LONDON 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
100 up and coming choreographers' 
work in London's important annual 
platform season, Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
!3Feb. £8. cones' £6. Duke's Road. ■ 
WC1 (0171-387 0031) G-Euston. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Cirque du 
Soleil: Alegria Contortionists, ac- 
robats, aerial artists and Ere dancers. 
Tue-Sun 7.45pm, mats Sat & Sun 
2.30pm, ends 24 Jan. E23.50-E45. 
Kensington Gore, SW7 (0171-589 
821 2) © High Street Kensington. 

SADLER’S WELLS Sankal Juku In 
Shijima Japan's most important 
contribution to 20th Century dance 
returns. Tonight 8pm. £7.50-£35. 
Rosebery Avenue, EC1 (0171-863 
8000) O Angel. 


Literature 


LONDON 

NEW VOICES Exciting poetry from 
emerging American writers Lance 
Lee, James W»d and Robert Jansen. 
Lauderdale House Warertow Park. 
Highgate HU N6 (01 81-348 871 6) « 
Archway Tonight 8pm, £4, cones £3. 

ARCHETYPES IN LITERATURE - 
THE WANDERING JEW Pbet, play- 
wright and author Micbeleoe Wmdor 
explores the ways in which the myth 
of the Wandering Jew has developed. 
Voice Box, Royal Festival Hall 
South Bank SEI (0171-960 4242) 
BR^G- Waterloo. Tonight 7.30pm. £4. 
cones £2.50. 


MUSIC 

POP 


BRIGHTON 

GAY DAD, KINKY JOURNO ’Hjpped 
neo-glamrock outfit beaching Pres- 
sure Point Richmond Place (01273- 
702333) Tonight 8pm, £5. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

MIDGET Gritiyindie-ctiitar pop out- 
fit, \tftta ne* single; ^Artwork", out 
on Curveball records. The Junction 
Clifton Road (01223-511511) 
Tonight 7.30pm,' £6, £5 adv. " 

LONDON 

MERCURY REV SHACK, ADD N TO 
(X), REGULAR FRIES USalt-rock- 
era showcase the acclaimed album. 
Deserter’s Songs, with tong-tost Liv- 
erpudlians and electro big Tieat sup- . 
penis. Astoria Charing Cross Road 
WC2 (01 71 -434 0403) ■& Tottenham 
Court Road. Tonight 8pm. £9. 

NINE BELOW ZERO Ibugh Brit 
B&B outfit Jazz Cafe F&tauay NW1 
(0171-916 6060) « Camden Town. 
Tonight 8pm, £8.50-£10. 

JOHN CALE TRIO Revered Velvet 
Underground and solo legend, con- 
temporary music pioneer and record 
producer Royal Festival Han South 
Bank SEI (0171-960 4242) BR/G- 
Waterloo, tonight 7.30pm. E12-E15. 

BOUM! French music trio move 
seamlessly from Chevafier to Gains- 
bourg.The Spitz Commercial Street 
El (0171-392 9032) G Liverpool 
Street tonight 8pm, £7. cones £5.50. 

THE CORRS, PICTURE HOUSE 
Photogenic Irish roots-pop family 
quartet Wembley Arena Empire 
Way; Wembley (0181-902 0902) G 
Wembley Park. Tonight 7.30pm. 

£1 6.50. 


Comedy 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- 
teenth Century French Drawings 
Recent acquisitions alongside fa- 
miliar drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
Chinese Silks Brightly coloured 
18th and 18th-century hangings. 
Ends 28 Feb. 

The Painterly Brush OH sketches 
dating from the 16th to the early 20th 
century. Tue-Sat 10am -4 pm. Sun 
2 pm -4 pm. ends 21 Mar. free, Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 

PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE Palaver 
Paintings and poems by artist An- 
nette Chevaflier and poet Pauline 
Plummer, created in reponse to 
events in Sierra Leone Mon-Sat 
1 0am -8 pm, Sun 6pm-8pm. ends 20 
Feb. free. Looe Srneec (01752- 
660060) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
JOHN HANSARD GALLERY Strict- 
ly Suburban: Gerard Hemsworth 
Refreshingly sharp and reckless 
paintings. Tue-Fri 1 iam-5pm. Sat 
11am-4pm. ends 6 Feb. free. The 
University (01703-592158) 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY English 
Roots: Eric Cameron Layere of paint 
surrounding organic objects. 
Dtepfays 1998-9: partnerships 
and 
ics 
century. 

Quoit Montserrat: veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the Wes t Indies. 
Mon-Sat 1 lam- 7pm, Sun 11am- 
5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. E3.50. cones E2. 
Forrhmeor Beach (01 736-796226] 


LONDON 

KOOL EDDY’S AT KOOL EDDY'S AT 
146 CHARING CROSS ROAD Big 
Name Comedian Dan Antopolsto, 
Long Tom Flynn and the Helpful 
■frevor Lock, phis guests. Fri 8.30pm. 
not Dec 25. Jan 1, Charing Cross 
Road. WQ (0171-733 0904JG Tot- 
tenham Court Road. £3. 

THE COMEDY STORE The Best in 

Stand-Up with Simon Fox, Tony 
Burgess. Simon Evans, plus open 
spots, MC John Mann. Tonight 8pm. 
Oxendon Street. SWl (01426- 
914433/cc 0171-344 4444) G Pic- 
cadilly Grcus. £12, cones £7. 

COMEDY TRY OUT NIGHT DOWN- 
STAIRS AT THE KING’S HEAD Eve 
Guthrie, Graham Casey; Matthew 
Walters, Grag Rogers. Ibm Dillon, 
Belinda Merriman, David Janies 
Harvey Stewart Tteresa HeOen. Andy 
Penney, Dylan Ryrner, Gaz Coley 

Black Bart, Neil Saunders, Debbie 
Jamieson. MCHuw Thomas. Tonight 
8.30pm. Crouch End Hill. N8 (Olfl- 
340 1028) G Finsbury Park. £4 
cones £3. 


CLUBS 

BRIGHTON 

PHONIC HOOP AT ENIGMA Star- 
ring Badmarsh, Ges-E and Mo 
Kt tonight 10pm-2am. £3. cones £2 
Ship Street (01273-328439) 

LONDON 

SPRAWL AT THE GLOBAL CAFE 


LOUGHBOROUGH 
BLACK STAR LINER Leeds dub crew 
nurtured by the Sounddash label 
Loughborough Students Union 
Ashby Road (01509-2 I 7766) 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. 

Music 

Jazz, World, folk 

LONDON 

GINO LUfeAR] AND FRIENDS Irish 
music with Three Men and a Dor 
member Lupari. Bread 6 Rosa 
yteipnam Manor Street SW4 (0171- 

^ h , r J 7 h 79 ) ■» Clapham 
Noith/Cfapham Common. Tonight 
apm, £3. cones £1.50. 

MQSE allison trio Whimsical 
smger-pianist from Mississippi, piz- 
za Express Jazz CJub Dean Stronr 

^ 0 ’!'- 4 |S8722)» lbt n t JS 

mS1i^ ht8 - 30pn ''«2-=o 

PATRICIA HODGE/STEVF 
ROS5/SHERJDAN MORJJEY So- 
phisticated cabaret revue entitled 
Crowd. Pizza on the 
(0171 -2 35 

9^ llnrf C ° rner - Toni Sht 

S“^h^ 93c ^ £15 ^ 


IU 1 0234) « Acton trx 

Tonight 9pm. ptK L, for ^S 

RON WALDRON 

PreerafaentirKalto 

Tonight 


en Square. WI (01 71-28? 2242)'^ lOIS 1 2^ 0234^ 

Piccadilly Grcus. £3, cones £ 2 . Tomohr Q-- J ^. / ' CCon Town. 

IT’S A LONDON THING AT OP- 
TIONS Garage night with top-name 
scene DJs. Tonight lOpm-lat- 
Clarence Street Kingston (0)81-547 
2848) BR: KingstoS? S5 . wiV £3. 
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RADIO 1 

076-9a8MHz FM } 

SJO Zoe Bat ftDO Simon Maya 
12J00 Kevin Greening. 2-00 Mark 
RadcSffe. 4 j 00 Chris Moytes. S^5 
Newsbeat Guoo Cfive Warren. &00 
Sieve Lamacq - Evening Session. 
IOjOO Trade Update. KUO John 
Peel 1240 Andy Kershaw 240 
Emma R 440 - 6-30 Scott Mills. 
RADIO 2 
(8&902MHZFM) 

6.00 Sarah Kennedy. T30 Wake 
Up to Vlfagan. 940 Ken Bruce. 
1240 Jimmy Young 240 Ed Stew- 
art 545 Johnnie Walker. 740 
David ABan. 840 Paul Jones. 940 
Barry Tookb Comedy Classics: Be- 
yond Our Ken. S40 Comedy Show- 
case: The Pigls Back. 1040 Mefiy 
TaBcs Jazz. See Pick of the Day. 
1040 Richard Afinson. 1240 Katri- 
na LeskanichL 340 - 440 Alex 
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RADIO 3 

(9Q2-92.4MHZ FM } 

640 On Air. 

940 Masterworfcs. 

1040 Artist of the Week. 

1140 Sound Stories. 

1240 Composer of Week: Purcefl. 
140 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert The second of three recitals of 
Haydn stmg quartets recorded at 
the Royal Northern Cotege of Musk: 
as part of T-iaydnfest 99* 

245 The BBC Orchestras. 

440 Ensemble. 

445 Music Machine (R) 

540 In Tune 

7.30 Performance on 3 Conductor 
Andrew Litton, Peter Jabtonski (pi- 
ano). Dan weicher. Bright Waig s 
( first IK performance) Gershwin: Pi- 
ano Concerto in F. Stravinsky: 
Petrushka (1947 version) 

9J0 Postscript 4: Thoroughly Mod- 
em Monett As one of the original Im- 
pressionists, Monet is often thought 
of primariy as a t9th-century artist, 
but he parted more than 450 paint- 
ings after 190Q Some of his later 
work was neglected and left in his 
stucfio after fas death in 1926, but 
Monetfs reputation underwent a dra- 
matic revival in the 1950s; when crit- 
ics saw a fink between hte late works 
and those of the abstract expres- 
sionists. John Bellamy, Briony Fer 
and Maryanne Stevens are among 
those exploring the dsfrictfve quali- 
ties and enormous stale of Mon eft 
last great works. With excerpts from 
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SKY PRCMER 

,J ‘r; 640 Let Ms Cal Vbu Sweetheart (1897) 

(22B89) 8-00 Picture Perfect (fsssj 
(75639). 1000 Jittare (1997) (79696) 
12.00 The D ire c to r s (201/3). See Pick of 
the Day. LOO Femmes Fatales (13711) 

240 Let Me Cal ‘‘tau Sweetheart PS87) 

: 05957) 440 Picture Perfect (1995) 

(3763) 840 Jttere (1997) (72686) 730 
Hotywood Buzz (82W7) 840 FtoeeamaS 
Grave (1997) (50266) 1040 Sweet Noth- 
hg (1994) (84421) 1130 Lons Star (1996) 
(21513063) lAfi Oostvry Tuns On the Ra- 
....... cfio (1995) 045822) 340 - 640 Do- 

' ' fensetess (1991) (459193) 

SKY IMVEMAX 
790 UFOrfa (1980) (11279421) 940 The 
Adventure of Sherlock Haros' Smarter 
. Brother (1975) (B45W) 1140 Goddess of 
s ' ' ^’^7 Love (1908) (22334) 140 Llttfe Hflfoot 
r (1996) (B8334) 340 The Adventures of 
Shertock Hotmagf Smarter Brother (1675) 
(49570) 540 Goddess of Love (1988) 
(8099S) 740 Lrttte Bfgfoot (095) (46995) 
&40 B News (8131) 940 Any Place but 
Home (1996) (5095) 1140 House of 
Frankensteto: Part 2 (097) (207150) 12-40 
Target Earth (037) 068483) 245 yarepfre 
. " - ; hVbnlce (087)02025^ 3-50 Patty 
-I-..- Hearer p988) (770280) 545 - ZIO UFOia 


Pick of the Day 


THE UBIQUITOUS George Melly 
(right* chats to the ailing Ian Duty 
about personal jazz favourites 
in a new series, Melly Talks 
Jazz (R2 lOpmt. 

Over on Radio 3's Night Waves 
U0.45pm>. Paul Alien conducts 
an Investigation into the history 
of the human voice, which was 
at one time ludicrously believed 
to be an expression of male 
potency. Interesting concept 


Nowadays, it's seen as one 
of the unassailable virtues of 
radio, if FOR - The Future or 
Radio (11.30pm R4) is anything 
to go by. This is melange of 
soundbites and archive clips 
which teeters on the brink of 
being an advertorial. The show 
nevertheless raises important 
questions about the impact of 
digital technology on the medium. 

Dominic Cavendish 



Monet's totters read by Paul Scofield. 
0-25 A Breath of French Air. The fa- 
mous trio by Poulenc and a li^it- 
hearted trio by Francaix. Nicholas 
Darnel (oboe) Kim Walker (bassoon) 
Jidus Drake (piano) (F?) 

1040 Music Restored Lucie Skeap- 
ing introduces a selection of music 
from Span recorded last October at 
a Rado 3 invitation concert at the 
Royal Academy of Music in London 
The programme indudes Baroque 
harpsichord music by Caban ffles and 
Sofer played by Soptte Yates, and 
songs and gula: music from the 
time of Goya by Fernando Sor and 
Federico Moretti performed by Ro- 
drigo del Pozo (tenor) and Jakob 
Uridberg (guitar). 

10-45 Night Waves What is in a 
voted? White one 17th-century thinker 
befieved the voice to be an expres- 
sion of male sexual potency and a 
20th-century theorist once called for 
revolt against ‘phonetic conscious- 
ness’, there is no doubt that the hu- 
man voice is a complex, powerful 
and intensely personal phenomenon 
Paul Alton explores a many -layered 
story of phtasophy and feefing with 
Jonathan Rea author of 1 See a 
Voice: Language, Deafness and the 
Senses - a Philosophical History'. 

See Pick of the Day. 

1L30 Jazz Notes. 

1240 Composer of the Week: Rim- 
Sky- Korsakov. (R) 

140- 640 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92 j4~94£MHz FM ) 

640 Today. 

940 NEWS; In Our Time with 
Mefvyn Bragg. 


940 Transplantations. (R) 

9-45 Serial: Iris 

1040 NEWS; Wfomaris Hour. 

1140 NEWS; From Our Own Corre- 
spondent 

TL30 Old Dog and the Partridge 
1240 NEWS; You and Yburs. 

12-57 Weather. 

140 The World at One. 

130 Hidden Treasures 
240 NEWS; The Archers 
235 Afternoon Play. A Slight Tit to 
the Left 

340 NEWS; Call Ybu and Yours: 
0370 010 0444 
3-30 The Mate. (R) 

3-45 This Sceptred Isle. (R) 

440 NEWS; Law in Action. 

440 The Material World. 

540 PM. 

547 Weather. 

640 Six OOock News 
6-30 Yes Minister. (R) 

740 NEWS; The Archers 
735 Front Row. Francine Stock with 
the arts programme 
745 Lady Susan Drama: lady Su- 
san’ by Jane Austen adapted by 
Lavinia Murray. With Harriet Vfefter 
and Maggie Steed (9/1 □) 

840 NEWS; Case History. Prof Roy 
Porter reconsiders the performance 
of pofiticai figures of the 20th centu- 
ry, focusing on British PM Ramsay 
MacDonald and German president 
Hridenburg in the 1930s MacDonald 
was suffering from depression, his 
eyesight and his mrid were faing: 
Hridenburg had retired before the 
First World War and was now ai his 
eighties Were these men fit enough 
to meet the rise of Httfer? (R) 

8-30 The Vlteek in Westminster. 


Boris Johnson of the Daily Telegraph 
takes a look behind the scenes at 
Westminster. 

940 NEWS; Testbeds Vanessa 
Coffingridge explores the technolo- 
gies that shape our lives. 

930 In Our Time with Meivyn 
Bragg. Meivyn Bragg and guest dis- 
cuss ideas and events which have 
influenced our tina 
1040 NEWS; The World Tonight. 
With Robot Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana Juliet 
Stevenson reads EmHe Zola's novel 
(W15) 

1140 NEWS; World of Pub. A four- 
part comedy by Tony Roche. 3: 
Dodgy Phil the man who has put a 
rofler coaster in the bar, comes up 
with yet another scheme to improve 
the fortunes of Barry and Garry's 
pub Special guest Edith Piaf. With 
Phfl CornweH. Alistair McGowan and 
John Thomson 

1130 Experimental Feature: FOR - 
the Future of Radio. See Pick erf 
the Day. 

1240 News 

1240 The Lane Book: Last Resort 
1248 Shipping Forecast 
140 As World Service 
540 World News. 

545 Shipping Forecast 
5^40 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer for the Day. 

5^7 > 640 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

945 - 10.00 Daily Service 1240 
. t244 News Headfines; Shipping 
Forecast 5-54 - 547 Shipping 
Forecast tL30 - 1240 Today in 
Pariiamerrt 


Satellite and Cable 


Pick of the Day 


SKY CINEMA 

440 The Racket (T951) (8721228) 540 
Son erf Patatecs (195S) (7B2M1) 840 No- 
torious (®46) (7104886) 1040 Joshua - 
Then and Now (1985) (8940976) 1240 
The Boston Stranger (BB8) (8450445) 
155 The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man- 
rHf»-Moon Marigolds (T972) (393486*4. 
3-40 Roadto Zanzfcer (S41) (77978532) 
540 Hotywood Hafl of Fares (38370629) 
5-40 Ctosa 


640 Pick-Up on South Street (1953) 
(7084315) 8L0O Quii Show (1994) 
(65218570) 10J5 The Usual Suspects 
(1995) (2510576) 1245 The Big Blue 
. (1988) P0I55464) 240 Riff Reff(S91) 

i | (4208735) 440 • 540 The FrernanS BaS 
(1968) (9417532) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
440 Rax Huntte Fishing Adventures 
(1661317) 440 Wafeerfe World (1850131) 
540 (f104tia 540 Hstoryte 

„ , Tuning Points (BK7tt) 540 Animal Ooo- 
tor (1671634) 540 Tbrtoise and Tbrtle 
(2068334) 740 Beyond 2000 (1651860) 
84Q Discover Magazine (9067266) 940 
Wfarid Cotoured Sue (904302) 1040 
>: Nov a (9067980) «4 O Forensic Oetecthres 


IN THE PERIOD between 1985 
and 1990, when the Bock to the 
Future trilogy and Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit were made, the 
movies of Robert Zemeckis 
(right) did the best box office in 
the world. His films garnered in 
excess of $l billion worldwide 
(during the same time, Steven 
Spielberg grossed a mere $726 
million.) . The secret of Zemeckis' 
success is that he never lets 
special effects overwhelm a good 
yam. His mastery of story-telling 


(7838565) 1240 Skyscraper at Sea 
(3651377) 140 history* Tuning Rows 
(4833396) 140 FBgWfne (9328087) 240 
Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

700 Count Duckuta (90421) 740 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (77rt£9. 840 
Hotywood Squares (70518) 940 Salty 
Jassy Raphael (97995) 1040 IhB Oprah 
Wrriray Show (75112) HOO Gultyl 
(95976) 1240 Jemy Jones (U353) 140 
Mad about \bu (99792) 140 Jeopardy 
(29Tt9) 240 Saly Jassy Raphael (53402) 
340 Jemy Jones (0421) 440 Gutty? 
(0708®. 540 StarTrek: Deep Space Mne 
(4T79) 640 Married with Children (5773) 
640 Dream Team (935® 740 The Simp- 
sons (5808) 740 The Simpsons (5537) 
840 America's Dumbest Criminals (122® 
840 Wforkfe WtenJest TV (306® 940 
Friends (94T12) 940 E R (55841) 1040 
Veronica's Closet (847T1) tLOO Dream 
Team (47547) 1140 Star Trek; Deep 
Space Nne (7B082) 1240 Hollander 
(56984) 140 - 740 Long Play (5708396) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

740 Sky Sports Centre (9299781) 735 
Wcrid Wresting Federation Shot Gun 
(604792) 835 Sky Sports Centra 
(403771® 840 Radng News (49247) 0-00 
Aerobics - Oz. Style (30599) 940 YbuVa 
on Sky Sports (87T31) IOuOO Wafersports 
World (24402) TLOO European Tour Golf 
Magazine (63268) 1140 European Tour 
Golf ( 210860 ) 240 Ringside (85763) 440 
PboJ (54518) 540 Wbrid Masting Feder- 


was underlined when bis 1994 
movie, Fbrrest Gump, scooped 
six Oscars. His work is the 
subject of The Directors (noon 
Sky Premier). 

No matter how often it is shown, 
FhwHyTbwers (9pm UK Gold) 
stffl has an umanny ability to raise 
a laugh. It is the sheer amount 
that John Cleese and Connie 
Booth packed into each episode 
which really impresses. Remind 
yourself with a double-bill tonight 
James Hampton 


alion Superstore (8T79) 640 Sky Sports 
Centre (7353) 540 Footbal League Re- 
view (8605) 740 Futtooi Mundfel (7806) 
740 European Tour Golf (KOTTO 1040 
Sky Spore Ce ntre (6 7768S) 1045 You're 
on Sky Sports (797841) 10-45 Trans 
World Sport (494537) tt45 Sky Sports 
Centra (57286Q) 1240 YbuYe on Sky 
Sports (88483) 1240 Footbal League 
Review (49464) 140 Futoai Muidfe) 
(29622) 140 Trans World Sport (H82Z) 
240 What a Weekend (48006) 340 Sky 
Sports Centre (0W518T3) 3J5 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

640 Wbrid Wlrefeurflng (2242150) 740 
Aerobics - Oz Style (942(402) 740 Sky 
Sports Centra (9S25686) 7-45 Racing 
News (B0B579E) 815 Unbefcvabte Sports 
P763605) BM Sky Sports Centre 
(9640170) 940 Rsh TV Fishing Tfeoas 
(699162^. 940 Fish TV - Tony Dean CXjI- 
doore (74384(2) 1040 Pool (9438421) 
1140 International Cricket (7057518) 140 
Spanish Footbal (2254995) 340 Wbth- 
ttonal Cricket {5231228) 540 Inside the 
PGATbtr (38T7347) 640 What a Week- 
end (4914841) 640 The Rugby CW» 
(2195570) 740 toe Hockey (2093137) 
1040 Fbrd Golf USA (2546860) 1240 
The Rugby Club (6186179. 140 T&tt Lines 
(6737174) 240 k» Hockey (8950754) 
440 Sky Sports Centre (91566822) 4-45 
Ctosa 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1240 Wbrid Wresting Federation Supers- 
tars (68880808) 140 Fish TV FfeTing 



Taras (68043421) 140 Fish TV- Tony 
Dean Outdoors (68860044) 240 Sky 
Sports Cfesstos (0661063) 340 The En- 
tertstoers 09301808) 340 WjlereparlB 
World (9452ST79) 440 Sports UnBrnlted 
0390763) 540 Unbelevable Sports 
(49431841) 640 Survived of tha Fittest 
(4946082) 640 Inside the PGA Tote 
(43452334) 740 Tight Lnes (40833773) 
8-00 International Cricket (40853537) 
1040 Bobby Charitons Football Scrap- 
book (504757T1) 1130 Ctosa 
EUR05P0RT 

740 Rally (20686) BjOO Tennis (93044) 
1040 Alpine Siting (19570) 1140 Alpine 
SJdng (8470599) 1245 Tennis (57689808) 
740 Footbal: Gazi Cup Galatasaray v 
Feyenoocd ^1315) 940 Bcodng (96082) 
moo Tennis (66841) 1140 Caron Ice 
(40315) 1140 Trial (37650) 1240 Ctosa 

UK GOLD 

7-00 Crossroads (7038763) 740 Neigh- 
bours (9644082) 7-55 Easterners 
(1775841) 640 The BB (803782) 940 
The Ba (8124044) 940 The House of 
EKott (2T73JW7) 1040 Rhoda (8120228). 
1140 Dalas (B548063) tL55 Neighbours 
(98327711) 1245 EastEndere (730315) 
1-00 Jufet Bravo (4613978) 2-00 DaBas 
(1753894) 2-55 The 63 (1266841) 345 
The Bi (34 93808) 345 EastEnders 
(3180711) 440 Ftooda (1669889) 540 AI 
Creatures Great and Smel (T125605) 640 
Dynasty (4693112) 740 2point4 CWdren 
(9477334) 7-40 It Airft Half Hot, Mini- 


RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693.509kHz MW) 

&00 Breakfast 
940 Nficky Campbell. 

12-00 The Midday News. 

140 Ruscoe and Co. 

440 Drive. 

740 News Extra. 

740 The Hardest Game Contnuing 
the series in vrhich former BBC box- 
ing correspondent Harry Carpenter 
reflects on the sport from the 1950s 
to the present day. 

840 Inside Edge. Rob Bonnet and 
the team investigate the issues that 
affect tire sporting world. 

940 Hoops- Fat Reddy M rounds 
up the latest news from the British 
basketball scene 
940 Sportshop Trixie Rawfnson 
presents the sports consumer pro- 
gramme, including sporting investi- 
gations and news of afl the latest 
sporting gadgets 
1040 Late Night Uve With Nick 
Robinson. Ind 1CL30 Sport 1100 
News. Ti.15 The Financial World 
Tonight 

140 UpABhEghL 
540 • 640 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(10QO-1CnflMHz FM ) 

640 Michael Mappn 840 Henry 
Kety. 1240 Requests. 240 Con- 
certo. 340 Janie Crick. 640 
Newsnight 740 Smooth Classes at 
Seven. 940 Everwig Concert 
1140 Alan Mann 340 - 640 
Mark Griffiths 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(12T5, H97- 1260kHz MW KJSSMHz FM) 
640 Chris Evans. 940 Mark For- 
rest 140 Nick Abbot 440 Harriet 
Scott 740 Pete & Geoff. 1040 
James Merritt 140 Steve Fewer. 
440 - 640 Richard Allan 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz UN) 

140 The World Today. 140 VWest- 
way. 1.45 Performance 240 The 
World Today. 240 Focus on Faith. 
340 The World Today. 340 Sports . 
Roundup. 340 World Business Re- i 
port 3^45 insert 440 - 740 The 
World Today (4DO-TOO) 

TALK RADIO 

640 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Nick Ferrari 940 Scott 
Chisholm 140 Anna Raeburn 340 
Peter Deeley. 540 The Sports 
Zona 840 James Whale. 1240 - 
640 ten Coffins. 


(676082) 020 Yes. Mrister (3366044) 
940 Fawtty Towers (1480889) See Pick 
at the Day. 940 Fawtty Towers (4140145) 
See Pick of the Day. 10.25 tvanhoe 
(92066247) 11.30 The BI (4075024) 
1240 The B3 (5619087) 1240 Backup 
(7315990) L25 FBm: The Black Torment 
(1965) (3551919) 3-00 - 740 Shopptog 
with Screenshop (2477648) 

LIVING 

640 Tiny and Crew (19416421) &20 
Ph»3ert tiw Frog (29309808) 6-30 John- 
son and Rfends (64W7B21) 6-45 Tny 
Tales (1752*841) 6-50 Poka Dot Shorts 
(17545334) 740 FYactical Fferenting 
(5805976) 745 Professor Bubble 
(5889957) 730 Calou (5702150) 735 
Bug Alert (8859688) 755 Practical Par- 
enting (5323402) 840 Barney and 
Friends (2514131) 830 Try Tales 
(7049402) 835 Tny and Crew (8490T12) 
850 Practical Parenting (9909402) 940 
Diet Show (2537082) 930 The Roseame 
Show (3534570) 1040 The Jeny 
Springer Show (B399315) 1050 Maury 
Povich (5046082) tL40 Brookside 
(56947891) 1240 Animal Rescue 
(7X138889) 1250 Rescue 9T1 (0^6976) 
UO SpedaJ Babies (23514315) 140 Be- 
yond Befiefi Fact or Fiction (79189686) 
240 LA Law (31287T1) 340 Living Room 
(7054790) 440 Michael Cote (4658315) 
450 Rotonda (3655529) 5.40 Ready 
Steady, Cock (738208Q. 635 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1570711) 745 Rescue 911 
(4760421) 735 Arrtal Rescue (9143841) 
840 Mutter Call (7191112) 940 Film: 
Ufeine (1995) (71015091 1140 Sex Life 
Down Under (3254TI2) 1240 Ctosa 
TOT 

940 The Tender Trap (1S^) (365M68G) 
1U5 Ada (1961) (77342792) 130 Alfred the 
Great (1969} (57B04716) 330 The Alphabet 
TArters (1965) (84606445) 5-00 Ctosa 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
740 Clueless (8150) 730 Grace under 
Fire (5131) 640 Roseanne (4570) 830 
Newsradto (3605) 940 CybiD (41044) 
930 Vic Reaves' Big Nghl Out (89353) 
1040 Frasier (42334) 1030 Cheers 
(51082) TLOO Seinfeld (53889) N30 
The Larry Sanders Show (1609) 1240 
Late Nght with David Lfitterman (7734 2) 
140 Taxi (27464) 130 The Critic 
(64483) 240 Or Katz (54613) 230 
soap (46648) 340 Wngs (34700) 330 
rvfcghistancJ (57700) 440 Close. 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1N IRELAND 

*... As BBC1 LONDON A SE except: 

630 Newsfine &30 (773) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 LONDON & SE except: 

: :.v’ 2J55 Dotaman (3451131) 340 Dochaldh 

. : ‘ Mor (Oatey Doke) ra700H2) 630 

Never, Weather (421) 630 Reporting 
: Scotland; Wither (773) 

BBC1 WALES 

At BBC1 LONDON tk SE MMpfc 

630 Wales Today (773) 

ANttLIA 

At Ctrttoii except: 1230 Angfia 
News and Weather (67^1063). 130 Save 
. Yotr Bacon Cookery series m which 

^3 NoSi Brothws Nick and Mick tackle 
r ■' iT catering challenges around the region. 

They take on an International challenge 
■ from Russian and American sto^ife’ln 
; fitorfafflTtotonandputaprti-ofP^bw- 
: ‘ - ough ice skatNS to a spin with a rinksioe 
baftiecue (35570) ajft AnnfiaNews 

and Wteatiier (2729605) 5J0 Shortiand 
Street (1252614) 630 HorrwendAray 

. . (E3B89) 835 Angfia News ffi587B2) 

1030 Angfia News and Weather 
2-50 Bo* Office America (7665648). 


330 Cybernet (93099731) 330 Mur- 
der, She Wrote (W6396) 440 ITV 
f^Srtscreen (8^4445) 

CENTRAL 

As Caritoo excapti 12.20 Central 
News and Weather (6711063) 130 Echo 
Port (35570) 330 Central News 
(2729605) 530 Shortiand Street 
(1252614) 630 Home and Away 
(123889) 835 Central News and 
Weather (131808) 635 Ufefine (284995) 
1030 Central News and Weather 
(268360) 430 Jobfindaf (8910735) 

530 Asian Eye (4055629) 

HTV WALES ' 

At Carlton except 1030 This 
Morning (24978247)1245 HTV News 
(9195315) LOO Shortiand Street 
(35570) 330 HTV News (272960 5) 

530 A Country Practice (1252614) 630 
Home and Away (1238B0) 635 Vtfafes 
Tonight (658792) 730 Forgotten Trea- 
auras (353) 1030 HTV News (268860) 
145 The Jerry Springer Show (5990193). 
135 Tin the Park (6144648)230 Box 
Office America (7665648) 330 Cyber- 
net (33099731) 330 Murder, She 
wrote: Jessica sets out to solve a mys- 
tery when reporter Jan Nash becomes 
the ftwth victim of a machete murderer 


in New Or tears. (1476396) 4-40 ITV 
Nights ere en (8684445) 

MTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 635 HTV 

West Weather (462315) 630 The West 
Tortight and Weather (841) 730 We Can 
Work it Out (353) 

MERIDIAN 

As Cart ton except! 1030 This 
Morning (31978247) 12J5 Meridian 
News and Weather (9195315) 130 
Shortiand Street (35570) 330 Meridten 
News and Weather (272960 5) 5.10 
Home and Away (1252614) 537 
Crimestoppers (858063) 630 Meridan 
Tonight (889) 6.30 Getaways: The best 
holiday ideas from around the region 
and hither afield. This edftton Includes 
an insider's guide to Brighton, and a trip 
along the Basingstoke canals. Plus a fly- 
drive holiday to Florida. (841) 1030 
Meridian News and Vlfeather (268860) 
U5 The Jerry Springer Show (5990193) 
135 T In the Park: HlgNighte of Scot- 
land's premier music festival (6144643) 
230 Box Office America (7665648) 
330 Cybernet 03099731) 336 Mur- 
den She Wrote (1476396)- 4 Lao rrv 
NBghtscreen (34363803) 530 Ffee- 
screen (797T6) 


WESTCOUNTRY 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (24978247) 12J5 Westcoumry 
News (9195315) 1237 Uuminations 
(6729082) 130 Emmerdafe (35570). 
330 Westcountry News (2728605) 
630 Westcountry Uve (60605). 1030 
Westcountry News (268860) 115 The 
Jerry Springer Show (5990193) 135 T 
in the Park (6144648) 230 Box Office 
America (7665648) 330 Cybernet 
(93099731) 330 Murder, She Wrote 
(1476396) 4-40 ITV Mghtscreen 
(8894445) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except 1230 Calendar 
News and weather (6711063) LOO Em- 
merdafe (35570) 330 Calendar News 
and Weather (2729605) 9-40 News; 
Weather (1637H) 535 Calendar 
(592537) 630 Tonight (B4i) 1030 Cal- 
endar Ftews and Weather (268860) 4J5 
Jobflnder (87S0358) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except; 1230 North 
East News and weather (5711063) 330 
North East News Heac*nes (2729605) 
535 North East Weather (845599) 
630 North East Tonight (60605). 1030 
North East News and Weather (268860). 


As Channel 4 except: 930 Ysgo- 
(ion/Schoois (10670063) 12.00 Be- 
witched (16318976) 1230 Sesame 
Street 08301150) 130 Planed Ptam 
(47738353) 130 Film: Untamed: Su- 
san Hayward escapes Iretancfa potato 
famine by emigrating to South Africa 
and joining the Great Trek into Zulu terri- 
tory. Dashing Boer commander Tyrone 
Power saves the day against the ma- 
raucing natives. Kg scale cokxtial West- 
ern, a soap opera with action 
sequencer The actors stayed in Los 
Angelas. Whh Richard Egan, Aaies 
Moo rehead (99768131) 430 Ftaki Lake 
(56006978) 530 Planed Plant: Uned 5 
(98537286) 530 Countdown 
(58097228) 630 Newyddion 
(69978518) 6J0 Haro (95678315) 730 
Pobol y Cwm (12937042) 730 Newyd- 
dion (56007605) 830 PSnblwydd Ha- 
pus (75709150) 830 Pam Fi Duw? 
(17987547) 030 i dot (86320650) 
1030 Father Ted (16317605) 1030 
Friends (81659044) 1135 King of the 
HHI (92866583). ti35 Whose Lina is It 
Anyway? {($9573082) 1235 Bob and 
Margaret (57937803) 1235 Dispatches 
(66560358) 135 The ReaLGanera! 
Pinochet (71918025) 235 Close. 


While: Alexei Shirov 
Blade Vladimir Kramnik 
FeLrofF Defence 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 

OX TUESDAY I discussed Paufox ~~~r v; ■ ’ 

from Breda's steding victory in the „ . ... 

European Club Cup finals in Bel- . ^ 

grade. This excellent event * 

brought together no fewer than •••"• .. J 

five players rated over 2,700 and 19 ® it t. 

between 2,600 and 2.700. of the 57 - _ - ^ jl ' 

who turned up for the eight teams. . . . 'w A 2 fi.S 

In dub chess, the players from 

each team are ranked In board .4^. 

order in ( approximately > descend- 
ing strength with the top boards 
facing each other, and so on down 
to the bottom. There were therefore 

a large number of heavyweight While: Alexei Shirov 

clashes in Belgrade, and one of Blade Vladimir Kramnik 
the most intriguing was that PetrofF Defence 

between Alexei Shirov and Vladimir I e4 eo 34 c4 Bf7 

Kramnik - a continuation uf their 2 Nf3 Nft> 35 Rcl Rb6 

theoretical battle in their match in 3 Nxe5 d6 36 Kc5 Be8 

Cazorla last June. 4 Nf3 N.\e4 37 Be3 Rc6+ 

Kramnik varied with 13 ...Bh4 5 d4 d5 38 Kd5 Rg6 

from 13 ...Nxd2 14 Nxd2 Qd6 15 h3! 6 Bd3 Nc6 39 Bc5+ Kd7 

with which Anand ultimately 7 0-0 Be7 40 Rc3 Ef7+ 

defeated him in Tilburg last Nov- 8 Rel Bg4 41 Kd4 h6 

ember. 18 ...Ng5 was a concession 9 c3 15 42 a4 Rg-J 

butif l8...FJxe519f3Nxd2 20Bx(£2 10 Qb3 0-0 43b5axb5 

Rxel+ 21 Rxei Bxf3 22 Bg5 Qffi 23 U Nhd2 Na5 44 aal? isee 

Re7 is veiy dangerous, eg 23 ...Rb8 !2.Qa4 Nc6 diagrami e3 

24 Qe6+ Kh8 25 Rxg7! Qxg7 ior 25 13 Bb5 Bh4 45 Rxe3 g5 

...Kxg7 26 Bb6+) 26 BfS winning. 14 g3 Bf6 46 e6-i- Bxe6 

After carefully’ exchanging off a 15 Bxc6 bxc6 47 cxb5 gxf4 

pair of rooks with Ral-cl-c2-d2 and 16 Qxc6 ReB 48 gxf4 RsJ4+ 

the queens. Shinn’ emerged with a 17 Ne5 Bxe5 4D Ke5 Rc4 

safe extra pawn but plenty of work IS dxe5 Ng5 50 Rd3-f- Kc8 

to convert it The crisis came when l9f4Ret3 51 Kxe6 Rxc5 

be hurried with 44 a5.'? rather than 20 Qc5 Ne4 52 Rd5 Rc4 

allowing counterplay after 44 cxb5 21 Nxe4 dxe4 53 Rxfi Re4+ 

go. Kramnik's 44 ...e3 looks rather 22 Be3 a6 54 Kd5 Rvh4 

panicky. Certainly if 44 ...Bxc4? 45 23 Qc4 Qd7 55 a6 Ra4 

a6 Kc8 4fi a7 Kb" 47 Rxc4! bxc4 48 24 Racl Rd8 56 KfS+ Kd7 

e6Rg649Ke5wins.But44 ....hxc4 25 Rc2 Qf7 57 Rf7+ Kc8 

isn't clear to me, eg 45 a6 KcB 46 26 Rd2 Rxd2 58 Kf8+ K67 

Ra3 Kb 8 seems to defend since if 27 Bxd2 Rb6 59 Ra8 Ral 

47 a7+ Ka8 the rook can’t get to the 28 Qxf7+ Kxf7 60 a7 Rdl + 
b file in time - if 48 Ra4 Rxg3 29 b4 Rc6 61 Ke4 Rel + 

threatens mate and 49 efi Bxe6 50 30 K£2 RhG 62 Kf3 Ral 

Rb4 Rb3! still holds. 31 h4 RcG 63 b6 cxb6 

At the end 64 ...Rxa7 65 Rh7+ 32 Ke3 Bh5 64 Rh8 1-0 

skewers king and rook. 33 Kd4 Ke7 


Poker 

David Spanier 


l e4 eo 

34 c4 Bf7 

2 Nf3 Nffi 

35 Rcl Rb6 

3 Nxe5 d6 

36 Kc5 Be8 

4 Nf3 N.\e4 

37 Be3 Rc6+ 

5 d4 d5 

38 Kd5 Rg6 

6 Bd3 Nc6 

39 Bc5+ Kd7 

7 0-0 Be7 

40 Rc3 Bf7+ 

8 Rel Bg4 

41 Kd4 h6 

9c3f5 

42 94 Rg-J 

10 Qb3 0-0 

43 b5 axbo 

11 Nhd2 Na5 

44 a5l? tsee 

12.Qa4 Nc6 

diagram) e3 

13 Bb5 Bh4 

45 Rxe3 go 

14 g3 Bf6 

46 efi-i- Bxe6 

15 Bxc6 bxc6 

47 CXb5 gxf4 

16 Qxc6 ReB 

48 gxf4 Rxf4+ 

17 Ne5 Bxe5 

49 Ke5 Rc4 

IS dxeo Ng5 

50 RdS-f- KcB 

19 f4 Red 

51 Kxe6 Rsc5 

20 Qc5 Ne4 

52 Rd5 Rc4 

21 Nxe4 dxe4 

53 Rxfi Re4+ 

22 Be3 at- 

54 Kd5 Rxh4 

23 Qc4 Qd7 

55 aP Ra4 

24 Racl Rd8 

56 RfS+ Kd7 

25 Rc2Qf7 

57 Rf7+ Kc8 

26Rd2Rxd2 

58 RfB+ K67 

27 Bxd2 Rb6 

59 Ra8 Ral 

28 Qxf7+ Kxf7 

60 a7 Rdl + 

29 b4 RcG 

61 Ke4 Rel + 

30K£5 Rh6 

62 KfJ Ral 

31 h4Rc6 

63 b6 cxb6 

32 Ke3 Bh5 

64 Rh8 1-0 

33 Kd4 Ke7 



HAVE YOU ever deliberately lost at 
poker? Why on earth? One answer 
might be: to keep the game going. 

I If a big loser gets up, the game may 
break. So it pays, in theory, to keep 
the man in the game by letting him 
win a pot or two. 

Chip Reese, regarded for years 
as just about the best all-round 
player in Las Vegas, offers a more 
surprising variant of this idea - 
risking a big loss on virtually the 
first hand of the night, to ensure the 
game develops as he wants. As he 
figures it the longer the game goes 
on, the more mistakes his oppon- 
ents are liable to make. 

“I know who the guys are that 
are gonna win quickly and run 
away from the game. Who the guys 
are that are gonna be staying and 
playing... I know what people I’d 
rather see get ahead, and what 
people Td rather see get behind. 

•■So what I fry to do, I’ve even 
done it intentionally, like if I’m in a 
hand in a game early in a game, and 
say I’ve got the second-best hand 
in a game. And somebody’s betting 
with the best hand, and somebody's 
in there with the worst hand, and I 
think I really shouldn't raise the pot 
But my chances of winning are 


much better than the guy I want to 
see get stuck. If I have to catch a 
card. I’m gonna win a big pot. I’m 
liable to put extra money early in a 
game, knowing it’s mathematically 
the incorrect thing to do. just to pun- 
ish this guy, to help him get stuck, 
'cause it’s gonna make a better 
game in the long run." 

Interesting concept! I found all 
this in a new book out in the US, 
Bod Bet by Timothy L O’Brien, a 
New York Times reporter. Hie book 
is a lively rerun of the gamut of com- 
mercial gambling in America - Las 
Vegas, Atlantic City, New Orleans, 
Connecticut... It covers casinos 
and their operators, sports betting, 
the Internet economics and com- 
pulsive gambling, plus a bit on the 
side about poker The long interview 
with Chip Reese is absorbing read- 
ing. If Reese has a problem (it 
seems to me, watching him at the 
tablet it is compulsive eating He 
has blown up like a blond balloon. 
This omission in Lhe author's 
reportage is curious. And overall he 
doesn't seem quite sure whether 
gambling is a good or a bad thing. 

‘ Bod Bet\ by Timothy L O’Brien 
(Times Business, $25) 


Concise Crossword 


No. 3825 Thursday 21 January 





ACROSS 

I Tided lady (S) 

5 Trigonometrical function (4) 

9 N African country (5) 

10 Became candidate for job (7) 

II Slow rate of progress (6.4) 

14 Student (13) 

16 Cause to lose heart (10) 

20 Cbcktafl (7) 

21 Irish county ('5) 

22 Call (4) 

23 Assemblies (8) 


DOWN 

1 Gigantic statue (8 ) 

2 Rebukes (8) 

3 Path (5) 

4 Unfair dealing { 5.S) 

6 Bird sacred to ancient Egyp' 
tians(4) 

7 Current (4) 

8 PungenlJy flavoured (6) 

12 Holiday (8) 

13 Liberal (8) 

L5 Dried fruit (6) 

17 Disturbed (5) 

18 Sign (4) 

19 Cut hair etc (4) 


Salntton fa yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: t Frew. 4 Tew l Presto), 7 Knee, S Overland. 9 Fail accompli. 10 Div iwl n 
Resign. U Coconut shies. 1 1* Timeworn. 21 Lard, 31 EIL 22 Tardv. DO\Vn- 1 Pand7 VPi*? 
lor, JSloic, -4 Tulip. 5 Wonting . 6 Odour. 1 1 Receive, 1 2 Taanw, 14 Scholar. Id Cred 17 
lend, 18 Early, 1 ' 
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